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"^ X HE importance of the Island of Trinidad, as a 
Commercial Settlement, may be inferred* from the inte- 
lest which the British Government evinced at the close 
of the last war, to preserve it 4s a part <>f the British Em- 
pire. Its proximity to the Spanish Main, certainly ren- 
■4ers it an important acquisition, not less as a military 
depot, than as affording all extensive demand for our 
manufacture*. No sooner was it ceded to this country^ 
therefore, than the attention of his Majesty's Ministers 
Was accordingly very properly turned towards it, and 
plans Were sugjgested for promoting fts general improve- 
ment, by the introduction of colonial regulations, suited 
V^ the liberal and enlarged views of the British Govcrn- 
mettt. These, indeed, every one, at all acquainted with 
the hisrtory of the Island, and the line of conduct which 
had been pursued by its Governors, whether^ British or 
Spamiih, must know, were highly necessary. "The wis- 
dom of Mr. AnniNGfON and his CoUeagues, \iras evhiced 

hi the. choice of the person to whom' this important mis- 
slbn was entrusted. Colonel Fullarton is too weU 
known to his countrymen, by a life spent in the most 
active and beneficial services, botli in Europe and Asia, 
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to Stand m need of any apology for the appointment of 
FIRST Commissioner of the Island of Trinidad, with 
which he wa^ vedted. Thftl he ha» not succe^ed in 
effecting that amelioration of the state of the inhabitants 
which was in the view of the British Ministry, is a sub- 
ject of deep regret ; but the causes which prevented it, I 
have endeavoured to detail iu the subsequent Letters withi . 
impartiality and a rigid adherence to truth. 

Should it be thought by any of my Readers, that, ia 
reciting the atrocities of which the Island of Trinidad 
has unhappily been the theatre^ I have indulged too 
freely the stile of asperity, I may, I trust, claim some ex», 
cu8e,^when it is recollected that I was myself the victim 
of oppression. I am not sure whether I ought to apolo- 
gise to my Readers for such language ; tke hatred which 
a FREE-BORN Briton must ever bear towards a system 
of tyrarmy, will,, if he have occasioa to treat the subject 
at all, give point an.d energy to his language. The 
times in* which we live demand an explicit avowal of our 
sentiments ; and to be the spectator of a line of conduct 
on the part of a Brstish Governor, which would have 
dbgraced the Tyrant of the Continent, without marking 
-it by expressions of my most perfect liatfed, was, with, 
me, impossible. 

When tlie publication of my Travels was first an- 
nounced by an advertisement in the Liverpool Chroniclk, 
an <it tempt was made to suppress them. by the friends, 
and partizans o^ Colonel Picton. A4«tter was addressed 



FBEFACS. y 

to the Printer of that Paper, by Joseph Marryat, Esq. 
oi London, threatening him with a prosecution, which 
gave occasion to the following reply, which 1 inserted in 
the above-mentioned Paper, under date of the 12th 
December, 1804. 



To Joseph Marryat, Esq. New Bridge Street, 
London. 
Sir, 

I HAV£ been favored with a sight of your letter of 
the 6th Instant to the Printer of this Paper: and as it 
wholly relates to my Travels in Trinidad, I shall make 
BO apology for addressing you in this public manner. 

The uncommon interest you appear to take in every ' 
thing which affects Colonel Picton, reflects great honor 
on the nature of your friendship for that officer. As 
the Champion of a man who labours under some of the 
heaviest charges which the laws of England have power 
to punish, I cannot observe your active zeal without 
lamenting that such generous exertions are likely to be 
so unavailing, or that for the sake of the character of 
your discretion, you had not employed them in a more 
popular cause. But, is it not enough that you have be- 
come surety for Colonel Picton in the sum of 10,0001. 
that he shall appear to answer any bill or bills of indict- 
ment jvhich may be found against him for murder or 
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well knew how little faith was to be placed on the 
promises of the Usurper, and how widely he had all 
along steered from the latitude of truth, should be 
allured by a false light, which iniquity hung out, like 
those on the sea-coast, to draw the unsuspecting mariner 
to be deceived and shipwrecked. He was decoyed into 
the snare by his paternal feelings; but the intrepid sons 
of Hayti will amply revenge his wrongs, and proclaim 
freedom in the Western Indies. 

On the 15th, hi 28^. 34/. N. lat. 62°. 30'. W. long, 
spoke the Recovery of Cartine, (owned by Jonathan 
Avarice) an ugly dump of a brig, whose sails resembled 
pocket handkerchiefe, made of tow-cloth, bound from 
Liverpool to Boston, N. E. with a cargo of salt, out 97 
days, destitute of almost every kind of provision. Our 
captaiti very generously supplied them (gratis) with 
beef, bread, potatoes, &c. for which Jonathan " guessed 
he was monstrous kind," and ^^ vowed'' he would pro- 
claim his generosity in all the papers in New England. 

Probably there is not an instance on record, where 
a New England-man has been impeached of supplying 
a vessel like this, in distress, gratis; so strongly are their 
minds impregnated with avarice, that they would not 
give away ev^n a gill of molasses to save the life of a 
fellow-creatur^. Our captain, on his last voyage, fell 
in witji one of. them, at a time* when his stock of 
candles was exhausted ; the New Englander let him 
havqUirjBe at the current price of the pound, which ho 
'^ guessed" was a favour. 

Early on the first, we hove in sight of Barbadoes, 
and landed at Bridgetown about noon. This fine little 
Island, is iabout 2,1 miles long, 14 broad, and the most 
easterly of all the Caribbees — situated in 59 degrees 
west long, and 13 degrees noith laU It was settled 
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soon after 1623, but what is most remarkable, in about 
25 years the population increased to 50,000 whites, and 
in 1676, the number of Indian slaves apd negroes 
amounted to 100,000. — Pardon me. Sir; it is not 
customary to enumerate beasts of burden ; the former 
were procured in a manner more disgraceful and dis- 
honourable, if possible, than the latter usually are. 
The Barbadians, or rather the Barbarians, kidnapped 
tfaem in the same way the press-gangs do sailors in 
cither London or Liverpool. The Almighty has not 
been unmindful of them, and to regard their wickedness, 
now and then treats their posterity with hurricanes, fires, 
and plagues ! TTiat which happened in 1780 was a most 
dreadful hurricane ; not one house in the island was left 
wholly free from damage ; many hves were lost ; some 
were buried in the ruins of the buildings ; others, and 
by fex the greater number, were driven into the sea, 
and there perished. 

The capital, Bridgetown, has been burnt four or five 
times. It is the seat of the Governor. The present 
one is Lord Seaforth, who, I find, is very much 
esteemed ; nor do I wonder at it, as his Lordship has 
always sustained an amiable character. Every Gover- 
nor is, by appointment. Chancellor of the Island, and 
although his Lordship is deaf, yet his decrees are so 
equitable as to procure the highest approbation. The 
town has an antique appearance ; but what strikes the 
stranger's attention, is the number of old women, cats, 
and parrots. The Barbadian will not allow the Island 
to be in the West Indies, much less that he is either a Crab 
(Carribbee) or Creole, but a true Barbadian, from the 
circumstance of the first discover not finding any savages 
on it — God knows there have been plenty on it since that 
period. The Barbadians are said to be both friendly 
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and hospitable to strangel's ; indeed I have fully expe- 
rienced the truth of it from Mr. Christopher Knight^ 
a gentleman whose' urbanity of manners^ and disin|er« 
ested kindness^ will ifot be easily obliterated from my 
memory. 

Here I parted from a feUow-passenger^ whom I shall^ 
for the present, call Dr. Sangrado, a native of North- 
Britain, and one of those capricious mortals who rather 
excite pity than contempt. He is a martyr to disappoint- 
ment, and frets at every trifle. The mosi; disagreeable 
concomitant about him,, is what people denonunate Scotch 
pride, I pity any man like him who has more of it thaa 
he well knows how to manage; enough that we fovnd it 
troublesome in the confined cabin of a schooMr. I 
never mentioned Johnson's name, bull it threw Sangrado 
into a rage — ^many a d^cl dom. be muttored out agsunst 
him; notwithstanding, he now and then discovered lucid; 
intervals of good humour and meuriment, ejipcK^ially 
after drinking two or three glasses, of wine< and telling 
scraps of his history. He was bred to physical and 
practised in Birmingham about 1790^ but an intrigue 
with a married lady obliged him to decamp, by which he 
escaped the crim,<on. court. He went, to France some, 
time in 1794, where he became, acquainted wiih Munroe^j 
the American Envoy, and Tom Paine, the Envoy of 
anarchy. In consequence of a quarrel that ensued be- 
tween them relative to a news-paper they were about to 
establish, Sangrado was obliged to take French leave 
of his friend^ in Paris, and passed over to America dis- 
guised as a sailor. He has been a wanderer ever since 
in the West Indies and the United States. In the latter 
place he had made up his mind to settle the rest of hia 
life, and, with that view, took a house about six weeks 
ago in New York, which he furnished a-kt^^odc; but 
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his house-keeper being dther too proud or too hajto 
mend his 8tockings> the j quanrdledj and conseqneolljF 
hroke ijp house-keeping; itis^ th^refore^ to that j^Eoud or 
lazy jilt that I am indebted for bis being my fdkyir* 
passenger. I have^ in the course of my peregrination in 
the United States, met many of Tom Pmnefs pn{Ak^ 
hut no one so c<mtrite as this, for he seemed to have a 
Just sense of k>yalty and reUgKm, and was mturally of a 
benevolent turn of mind. 

Mr. Hugh Pownal was another of my feUow-passeek 
gers. This man was formerly a sort of Cfaymist or 
-vitriol manufacturer in Southwafk, and in. the year 17d8 
or 89 eloped with Mrsr Wrightoa, the actress, to* Fconc^ 
and from thence to America. He has now with him a 
billiard-table, and other gambling apparatus, in order to 
open a house of that sort in Trmidad. 

The mate, or, as the Americans say,.'' the chief officer' 
of the schooner, is a Scotchman of the name of WyUe; 
the same who was master of the yessel which carried ms 
the last voyage to St. Domingo. At that time I saw 
himself and 4iis owner (Thomas M'Cready) perjure 
themselves as black as possible. My dear Sir, perjury 
is no crime in America. There ace many in New York 
who deserve the ^bbet as well as M'Gready oia that 
score, I mesoi covering enemies' property. The laws^ of 
America are very lenient to a man who has wealthy 
so it would appear when such a villain as M'Cready is 
suffered at large. 

We left Barbadoes about noon on the following day> 
(2d inst.) and on the 4th, in the morning, descried 
Tobago to leeward, which is sittoted in II degrees 
odd min. north latitude, 1£0 miles south of Barbadoes, 
and about an equal distance Sxaa the Spanish' matn* It 
is about 32 miles long, and nine broad ; the climate 
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delighlftil, and not near so hot as might be expected, 
considering its proximity to the equator. It boasts of 
numerous springs of fine water, with bays and creeks so 
disposed as to be very commodious for all kinds of ship- 
ping, and lies out of the reach of those hurricanes so 
destructive to other islands in the western hemisphere. 
The Dutch originally claimed this island, and obstinately 
defended their pretensions, against Britain and France ; 
but by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748, it was 
declared neutral. In 1703 it was yielded up to Britain, 
and remained in her possession till June 1781, when it 
was taken by the French, and confirmed to them by the 
treaty of 1783. It was retaken by the British troops 
in 1793, and ceded to France by the late treaty. When 
this treaty was signed there was not a Frenchman on the 
Island; the inhabitants are all British, warmly attached 
to the interests of their king and country, and who own 
all the property upon it. The inconsiderate rashness of 
a British minister, in a moment destined a portion of 
the loyal subjects of his majesty to be the slaves of a 
Corsican — to be plundered at the discretion of his sa- 
tellites. You had great rejoicings in London on that 
event, but here they tvore sack-cloth and ashes ! 

About noon we were about ten miles distant from Cape 
Galera, the N. E. point of Trinidad, which is laid down 
in long. W. 60°. 36'. and in lat. N. 10°. 45'. It bore 
south of us on a west course ; the land gradually rises 
from it, and has a pleasing effect on the eye, till the 
sight is lost among the clouds which envelop the 
mountains towards the middle of the Island. Sailing 
along the north coast, I did not (with my glass) perceive 
a cultivated spot, though I am told there are some parts 
of it at the bottom of some of the ravines, which now 
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and then intersect the momes, apparently covered with 
wood. 

The sea between this and Tobago is very mach 
coloured; from which appearance j one would suppost 
soundings were to be had ; on the contrary, it is owing 
to the muddy torrent of the Oronoque, disembogued in 
the gulf of Paria, and from thence coming with an im- 
petuous issue into the sea, through the Bocases. It wa« 
d^k before we reached the Bocases, and the captain 
deeming it dangerous to attempt the passage, we delay- 
ed to windward all night ; in the morning we entered 
the second Bocas^ with a fine breeze, and got safdj 
trough. 

There are four Bocases i-^Bocas del Drago, or dra- 
gon's mouthes, which divide the island of Trinidad from 
Point Salina, situated in Comana, in the northern division 
of Terra Firma, or Castile del Oro ; the distance I ap- 
prehended to be from 15 to 20 miles. Without a 
Btrong breeze of wind it is impossible to stem the 
torrent that gushes through: vessels are frequently 
becalmed in the passage, and the consequence is, if they 
are not dashed to pieces against the rocks, they drift 
with the current a considerable distance, sometimes as 
far as the island of Margaritta. The ^' cloud-cap'd'* 
mountains of Paria and Comana, rise from Point Salina 
much higher than those of Trinidad, so that before you 
enter the Bocases the confusion of nature around appears 
exalted in awful grandeur ; which 

^ lift up the thoughtful mind from earth to heaTen,** 

and distend it Mfith holy astonishm^it! The wind became 
now so feeble, that although we had only about 30 miles 
to run, yet it was 10 o'clock at night before we hove our 
anchor. The passage from the Bocasa wus tedious to 



|6 VOYAGE TO TBl^IDAD. Xe^ 1.] 

say c(»npanions> but it aiTorded me an opportanity of 
examining^ at a small distance, the northern part of the 
bay <rf iParia, particularly Chaguaramus harbour/probably 
about ten miles further up the bay. It is capable of 
receiving the largest ships of war, bounded with a fine 
bold shore, and every where excellent anchorage, in from 
six to forty fathoms water. The situation has invited 
government to build a dock and make a navy-yard, 
both of which are now constructing. When the British 
forces attacked the island in 1797, the Spaniards burnt, 
on the 17lh February, in this harbour. El San Vincente 
84, E Gallawk) 74, El Arrogante 74, El San Cecilia 36, 
to prevent their being taken by Admiral Harvey's 
squadron ; but El San Damasi 74, was captured without 
lesistcoice from the punllanimous slaves. 

A little farUier up ve passed a small island called 
Gaspar-Gfaside, on which the Spaniards had a battery 
constructed of masonry, to jwrotect the harbour. It ha» 
neither solidity, nor does it answer the purpose for 
which k was inta^ided. 

On the 0di, (wtrich was Sunday with you, but here I 
observed no trace of it) we came ashore, and were 
ushered by Colonel Brown into the ftudience chamber of 
Xkm Thomas Pkton, ci^vant Governardor de la Ysla 
Britanieu de Trinidada^ where we waited Kke malefactors 
for more thadfi an hour and a half. In the mean time 
I was Averted with the figure of a fine gentleman, sut 
generis, who couched and recouched himself, at other 
times viewing his delicate features in a looking glass ; 
frequently grinning eastward and grinning westward, 
admiring his grinders; when he struted about he 
gaMiled like a goose. This creature, thought I, must be 
ttie great autn's batb^, probably the very brother of 
GbftiaTs baAer, or it might be the identical barber himself. 
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As I have not heard of him fer a long 6mt, t might 
have gone away «&d€r this vsifiremon, had I tibt heard 
Colonel Brown tdBtng oar Captain that his name was 
M^Spriggin, the Govemor*s ai(2-and-favoarite* Is he in 
the 9rmjj •tiiipn, said the Captain ?— No ; answered the 
Colonel. However^ I could not divest my paind of the 
idea that the personage before me was still the famous 
tarher of city memory. Not having time to describe 
him more accurately, I shall be nnder the necessity of 
referring you to — Hotspur's Description of a Top : 

Neat, trimly dress'd \ 
Predi as a bridegjioom, and his chin new reap*d« 
Shew'd like a stubble land at hanrest home. 
Hewa^pcrfiyiftiagjawilBiicri 
And 'twixt his finger and his thumb he held 
A pouncet-box, which ever and anon 
He gave his nose : and took't aw»y again^ 
Who therewith angry, when it ;iext came there* 
Took it in snuC — ^And still he smU'd a^d talk'd> 
And as the soldiers bare dead bodies by. 
He call'd them untaught koaves, unmannerly^ 
To bring a slovenly, unhapd^pme corse 
Betwixt the wind and his nobijity* 
With many holiday and lady t^rms 
He questioned m^t 

Being g^llM 
To1)e so pesterM tuath a popinjay, 
put of jmy gri^ and my im;paji^ce^ 
Answer'd neglecdngjy, I know not what: 
For be made me mad, 
To se6 Mm shine to brisk* and smell so sweet, 
And -talk so likea waiting gentlewoman, 
X)f fpads, aad dmms, and wounds (God sai« the maik) 
4ihL l;^ffii^ «ft th^ Mf^eveigp's^ tUng <m ^^ 
JWas p94iQ»ci^t for an inward bruise^ 
And that it was great pity, so it was, 
C 
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That tillainoos $alupetxe should be digg'd 
Out of the bowels (^ the harmless earth. 
Which many a good tall feUow had destroyed * 
Sa cowardly : and, 6ia for these vile gunj, 
.He would himself have been a soldier. 

Shakespear. 

My miad was thus occupied in contemplating the 
biped before me, and considering what would become 
of the creature hereafter, as Quevedo did not see 
any of the species in Hell, nor does Linmeus say to 
what class or genus he belongs — When 

The upstart Don, the empty being of an hour, came 
out of his chamber — ^his mind 

** Enrapt in thought, replete with sty^^ glo<Hn,'' 

As his lips moved, I imagined he was repeatmg the fol- 
lowing part of S***n'« soliloquy : 

Ahmei they little know 
How dearly I abide that boast so vain, . 
Under what torments inwaidly I groan* 

While diey adore me on the throne of hell. 
With diadem and sceptre high advanced 
The lower still I fell, only supreme 
In misery : such joy ambidon finds. 
But say I could repent, and could obtaip 
By act (^ grace, &c. Miltqk. 

He spoke to every one present except myself; never- 
theless I anticipated either a smile or a frown from him 
before I left his presence, or that he would wait on me 
to the mirador, to point out that delectable^ view 
leading to iherccUmgle *, which, I wa^ informed before 
I left America, was cui^tomary with him to do to most 
strangers. He was so much engaged within Himself 

• Gallows. 
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as to overlook yoty firiiend M^-^ • I was not, 

however, afraid, even though he were a Mamouth. 
I confess the reporU that are in circulation in America 
of his might are certauJy terrific, which invited 
me to observe his countenance, and to discover if 
possible his emotions, while he conversed with those 
around him: " After all," said I, turning round to view, 
the Rectangle, ^^ virtue is the foundation of honour and 
*' esteem, and the source of all beauty, order, and hap- 
^ piness in nature. It is what confers value on all the 
'' other endowments and qualities of ai reasonable being, 
'^ to which they ought to be absolutely subservient, and 
" without which the more hideous deformities and 
'^ curses they become/' ^' Beauty and wit will die — 
^' learning will vanish away, and all the arts of life be 
" soon forgot— ^but virtue will remain forever*.'* I 
know not how long I might* have remained in the 
mirador, with my eyes riveted on the rectangle, which, 
I am informed, is constantly guarded by a corps of 
Turkey-buzzards, if ike captain had not bellowed out 

below in the street, ^^ HoUbo — M' , . — Come along,*^ 

The recent change in the government of this colony 
is favourable to the political and physical enquiries of a 
traveller; particularly with regard to the former, because 
the source of information is stripped of all its difficulties^ 
Hence there is a wide field laid open, provided one had 
patience to pursue it. I am now about to enter this field 
with Shakespear^s advice for my motto : 



- Nothing extenuate, 



Nor aught set down in malice. 

But, Sir, during the little progress I haye already 
made, I find the path I have taken so strewed with various 

* Price. 
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complaints of oppression, cruelty, and injustk^, whicfc 
have so parrfy^ed my feelings, that I begin to suspect 
the demons hare transported me to somce part of thd 
Grand Turk's dominions ; (tfr surely the commission of 
such acts does not eman^e from the fe^lihg heart of our 
benign Sovereign ; he is, no dduht, ignoraent of the 
conduct of his delegate. Even though the distance i* 
great, the groaiis of his subjects might have b6en hearf 
hxig ere this— but every art has been triid to carbwMse 
(hose who had spirit enough left to complain, ttnd had 
given themselves 6vet for lost, until G^lonel Fiiltertou 
arrived. 
. We are told, 

*^ Nimrod was ^ mighty huoter, and his prey was mut*' 

feo is Ficton, a mighty prfttor, whose kirife w«is set in 
dil that -it might fctrt the deeper, aliid ttev^r hesitt^fed 
to engulf the reeking blade intd the wmrm bowels of a 
feUow-c^ealure, nor to poiit aqut^^tk imeo tiie bleeding 
wound, in order «o provoke the innocent object to a 
state of madnessi • 

Human feelings cannot sustain sniih mjuriesf, "widiout 
being higWy agitated and hicensed ; and if in d^ineat* 
ing these j)iercmg circum?s^bMc^, siiane faeoted <it incau* 
tious expressions should inadvertenfly slip firom my psen, 
remember that agony of mind for the fifufferittgs of my 
feHow-^bjects, must cieate reprehensive language ; and 
ought sufficiently to plead my excuse ; if not, I really 
know not how to guard against it, 

I have the honour tp lodge under the same roof with 
the brave and distinguished veteran, Lieutenant-General 
Grin FIELD* and his staff, who are just arrived to 

• He b since dead, aad the $erricc has to deploi^ the loss of aa 
excellent officer! 



L 
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review the forces stationed here. Their neglected state 
of discipline disgusted him the other day^ though X 
observe a contradiction of this assertion published in 
Ketones Newspaper. The paltry paragraph is the pro- 
duction of an 1 but, if bis comrades can relish^ 

it> let them enjoy the fulsome panegyric. If they will 

flustain so much flattery with truth and dignity ! 

PiEurdon me. Sir, I forgot myself: there is no living in the 
world without a complaisant indulgence for people's 
Weaknesses, and iniiocent, though ridiculous, vanities. 



VJLK 
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JLEITEM II. 

^Description of Port of Spain — Its situation and inha^ 
bitants — Picton^5 predilection for foreigners, and 
hatred to the British — Bay of Pari a — Abercromby 
Tower considered as a folly — First 'visit to Colonel 
Fdllarton — Black troops— The system of arming 
ifiem condemned — A white population recommended, to 
consist o/^HighlaDders — Jnecdote af a Scotch Bashavr 
— The Island partly described — Its discovery — ^Abo- 
BiGiNEs — Visit to see them at Arima, and reverie 
under a Linden-tree. 



Head-Quarters, Puerto db Espana, J^d. z8oj. 
DEAR SIR, 

Puerto de Espana, or Port of Spain, 
18 situated about thirty miles from the Bocas del Drago, 
on the north-east side of the gulf of Paria, having a 
jetty quay of masonry, with a battery en barbette, built 
by the Spaniards, ahnost even with the water's edge, for 
the defence of the town on the west side. The town is 
laid out regularly enough, but the houses are shabby, 
yet admirably well adapted to roast human beings alive ; 
environed with lofly mountains in a semicircular manner, 
as if the founders inten.ded it for an oven. Contiguous 
to it, in a southerly direction, is the great Savanna of 
Caroni, a large tract of land, drowned in the rainy sea- 
ions, which renders the town unhealthy a great part of 
the year. A towu thus situated, built in the lap of tk 
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ramified rivulet^ evinces the short sighted policy of those 
who projected it, as well as of those who have since 
governed the Island. 

Orange Grove Barracks adjacent, were huilt since the 
fconquest, in the lap of the same rivulet also, as if no 
bther spot could be found than that inhospitable one 
within ten miles round ; the consequence is, as might 
be naturally expected, fetal to the troops. He who 
ordered thdm to be erected on this unhealthy site, did 
not consider how many it would murder! — ^No; I am 
informed, he attended principally to the cluese-parings 
and candle-ends ! 

Perhaps there is not a local spot in the universe that 
«an boast of such a medley of inhabitants: English, 
Scotch, Irish, Welch, Spaniards, Germans, Swiss, 
Italians, Americans, and French ; the latter are the most 
numerous, having been particulariy encouraged and 
regarded as favourites, you know by whom. Indeed he 
has encouraged all denominations to settle in preference 
to the British, numbers of whom have been oppressed 
and banished ; and to convince you of his good vrill 
towards tfiem, at a late' ball, they were all, if we except 
one or two of his pimps, excluded. You may well anti- 
cipate his reason for this, which I take to be, they vrill 
be the more pliant in accommodating him with addresses 
when he is recalled, or rather when he is taken home * 

to be tried for the crimes alleged against him, of which 

• 

* The author was not premature In this conjecture, for we find 
1^ addressed on the 4th of June following, prior to his taking 
r . . n . . , < 1^6 Foreigners. ^ 

WA/.«.«.ofthecolony,by2i5| 49 British, niosdy in office 

ioderium, tb« vaajiotAy of wh^ weie here when the Island was 
conqjiered, and. on w|iom sonie pains will be bestowed in the sab- 
sequent Letters. 
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I nuean to give you the outlines before thfd period, 
which is fast approximaling. 

The Bay of Paria is one of the safest and most 
qpacious in any part of the world. It is in the form of 
U horse-shoe, extending above seventy miles, havigig ^ 
depth of water of from five to sixteen fathoms^ where 
ships may anchor in all places witiiin a mile of the shore 
in good holdiag ground* Abercromby Towa:, situated 
on a height above the Port, serves 9s an excellent land^ 
, mark,^ and may be seen from the Bocases. As I Ijeam 
there has been much money expooded^ to no purpose, 
on this/o//y, but to benefit some folks, I had the curiosity 
to examine it the other day* Ascending the hei^xt, I 
discovered an old tract of lava, calcined lime-stone an4 
cinders. I traced it a considerable distance, until I 
arrived almost at .the Tower, when I observed two 
craters of considerable depth, but not very wide. I 
threw several large stones into the cavity, and heard 
them rolling for ten seconds : hence I have no doubt of 
its having been a volcano at some period or other. I 
mean before I leave the Island to pay them another! 
l^isit, prepared with a line to measure the depth and 
diameter of both* This T<>wer, facing the bay, is de^ 
fended with someUiii^ in die shape of an half-finished 
battery, and a few pieces of ordnance c^eLessly lying 
libout dismounted, though a great quantity of stone, 
lime, and wood are here heaped together, and must have 
«ost the nation a pretty penny before they were dragged 
up this height ; I am certain it would puzzle Vauban, 
if he were alive, to discover the intent and meaning of 
erecting this stately pile, unless to commemorate the 
actbn <d Abonkip^-^be this as it may, I am sure there is 
ftot sudi another /o^ between this apd Scanderoonl Ah! 
7ohn Bull ! I have seen on my travels, much, too much 
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of thy hard earnings sqnandtried away^ on many a &oliah 
project in this^ as well as in other colonies^ particularly 
in the provinces of Nova Scotia, Ne^ Brunswick, &c. 
These are mere bagatelles— your generous mind Revolts 
at iaquiijog after items. 

I am just returned from paying my respects to the 
First Commissioner, Colonel Fvllarton, whietvacmie- 
thing or other prevented me from doing before. A 
secret sads&ction unaccountably ^ole across my qmd 
as I i^roached him, for affibility wa$ depicted on his 
count^iance >*• 

To man he pkadi in tnfth and wisdoof f caiit»9 
Chastises we, deah Tirtae hat uewaid, 
Suppo^ the pulpit, and supplies the hws *• 

I spent an hour with this e3ccelle]:it man in his study. 
It was the most ^agreeable hour I e^er spent : probaUj 
I shall never experience ^uch another, but 

^is not fbripoitab alwai^ to ht bktc 

In private and in pubBc, no man is more deservedly 
^teemed ; — ^few nien will be ranked with htm cm the 
' score of virtue, humanity, and benevolence, for his heart 
ifdOated with the milk of human kindness. 

The pjoise that's worth amhttioD* is attaiaM 
By sepse alope, and digqity of miod. 
Virtue, the strength and beauty pf the 80ul» 
Is the best gift of heaven : a happiness 
miat ofcn above ^smiles and frowns of Stittf 
Isalts great NsttoDB^s fivoodtes : a weatah 

* QoloDel FuIIartoD has been maqy fe^rs Member of P^Iiaomt 
far the sbiit of Ayr io S^odand. 

D 
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Can be transfeit'd : it is the only good' 
Man justly boasts o^ or can call his own. 
Riches are oft by guilt and baseness ^am'd ; 
Or dealt by chance, to shield a lucky knarc. 
Or throw a cruel sunshine on a fooL 

Armstrong. 

In a word, this amiable man will prove a blessing to 
the wretched inhabitants of this colony, consequently 
they will soon be as happy as they have hitherto been 
miserable ! Experience proclaims his value, and the 
murmurs of discontent are rapidly vanishing away. 

The sacred olive wteath shall grace his head. 
That wreath, so often purchased by his care* 

There are two Negro Regiments stationed here, com- 
posed of negroes taken from the French coloniies, and 
commanded by French officers. The arming and 
training so matiy of these hirelings, after the mournful 
scenes and horrid barbarities of their committing we 
have witnessed in St. Domingo, is surely not the prudent 
dictates of wisdom. It has probably been done for 
the best intention, to save the valuable lives of Euro- 
peans ; but it is Hke " sparing the rod and spoiling the 
child," and the latent seed, though benevolently sown, 
will yet prove a curse to the British Empire. Pray, 
what tie is there to bind a black hireling to be faithful 
to his duty f Has he that vernacular attachment, ani- 
mated with the sacred flame of amor patria, that distin- 
guish the soldiers of other free nations ? No, my friend^ 
all his actions spring from lust and ^ti^ity, without 
which his bosom would bean empty void. The late 
ferocity of one of the Negro Corps in Dominica,- where 
they rnurdered their officers (mpstly British, I belisye), 
is a striking presage of their future cw^v^t. 
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A worthless sort there are of human kiod, 
Ko oath cm tie» do gratitude can bind. 

Many of them were, you know what, in St. Do- 
mingo, &c. — ^Hence, devoid of every principle which . 
distinguished the human specifes from the brute creation, 
a ferocious excitement stimulates them to crimes, as 
much as the crocodiles of the Nile when they, seize and 
devour young children. It may be asked. What has 
hitherto restrained them from evincing their natural 
propensity ? I say the fear of the European tro<^s> and 
oothing else. — Believe me. Sir, I tremble for the fate of 
the colonies, if the evil is not removed, especially as the 
Island of St. Domingo will, in the end, be fr6e *. 

I have heafd, before I left England, some of the 
advocates for maintaining a Black force itt the West 
faidies assert, that every dependance might be placed on 
the loyalty of the black troops, and* have felt inclined to 
believe them like other soldiers ih a relattive degree; 
but since I have been among them in St. Domingo, 
where they were kept under the' greatest subjection by 
officers of their own colour, I am fiilly convinced to the 
contrary, and \ock upon them, when I see them pass 
ity window, with abhorrence.' I am also convinced 
they do not know the meiming of loyalty. To find 
8k Negro that does, would be as singular a pheno- 
menon as a preposterous birth — ^fishes feeding on dry 
land— or a pregnant mule, which Naturalists, with much 
truth, maintain to be incapable of breeding— or even a 
shower of pebbles from the clouds ! ! — ^It is but justice 
to acknowledge how well they stand fatigue in this 
climate; this does not, however, create astonishment; 
white Creoles will stand it equally as well^ because it |s 

^ Tliis prediction is siace verified* 
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of the majority of Europeans; this is partictikrty striking 
and evtileat from the number of New Neproes wllo 
p&iA .the £n^ year of tfa^ir importatiao^ 

.With a view to preveiKfc^ or^ io some degree> melioraii^ 
this calsMuity-^I meao that of losing so many felloiir- 
8«bject»^p^rmit me, Si|t, to propose a scheme, wbich^ 
I apprdiead^ would go a great way to arert the evil you 
complain of^ and might be carried into effect with very 
liitle expense, and maintained without difBcuItyj espe- r 
cially as there is no law to, prevent ^he jfirmale s^x ftomi 
breeding in this colony. 

This prx^Ject I have had in view ever since I travtelled^ 
in St. Domi^go-^t is a White Po^mlatipn, which ought 
to cposist of; Scotch Hijghlanders-^a hardy race, that 
wiU Tegetate in any climate, and less ^en to intern*- 
perance than others- I have had an <»f^rtttnity of 
seeing i^em prosper in other climates, meore destructive, 
to the constitution than; the climate of Trinidad^. In the 
Eastlndies^ it is a weUl^nown fact that the climate agre^ 
superiorly With thein, ort^ey agree with the climate. 
Here, indeed, it 1^ more salubrious ; which, in the course, 
of my corregpondencq, I.lKq;>e to be able to prove from 
physical events. W^uld it not be genemus as well as* 
politic,^ in the Government to bestow a litde attention*^ 
to inquire into die present situation of the, Highlsmdem- 
of Scotland f— thousands of whom have been driven, «• 
it were, to seek shelter in the United States of America* 
How many hundreds *of them have been discharged 
since the treaty of Amiens, who can n^ver look towards 
home but with a tear ! — Yes, the avarice of the land* 
holder has made them eidlesi^*-^h^nce, these veiy la$4^ 

*The swidfl^1hdkts^2¥6rdi8^1$omhCard 
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balders teay be said to be the vital iiiriMiin of tiie^ 
cpu Hic y^. far dieir sordidnest has almost 6epopakiteA 
the H^ikads of ScoUand. 

America^ by her pradeot fiENresight in cuhivatiiig the 
peacefbl arts, has ej^jtended her phtbothropic aonm to 
embrace, from each quarter <^ the globe, die distressed 
of every tiation ♦> whether virtaoos or vicious, and 
where suffering humanity (to use Jefierson's language) 
#31 fiad (txc€pt the fnUHon iff negroes alrea^ tn dofoeiy) 
a Hecate retreat from oppression. Thus we see the 
Hmted States every day acquiring wealth and strength 
by the cruel rack-resited policy of the land-^holders of 
BritaiB/ These are lamentable facts, worthy the att»- 
tion of those British patriots who extend their views tt> 
Sienna Leon^,'Otaheite, 8cc. instead of looking at hdme, 
in a comer of the Island, for sufiering humanity, whose 
^taation has been admirably depicted by the learned 
md pious Dr. Smith, of Campbeltown, Argyleslu^; to- 
wbicb^ if you will pardon the digre%^on, I idtall beg 
leave to add a circumstance which came within my trnn 
kaowiedge in the early part of 1796. It is thus :— Lord' 

• • • •, soon after the late war commenced, raiised 

tbee F^ncible battalions on his estate in the counUes of 
Aegyle imd Berth, levied on his tenants and taken away 
like the comeripU in France, and carried in covered 
wi^gons, some diained, with '^ B • ^ • • • • •* Volunteers'* 
painted ^ on it! The factor or steward manages all the 
badness. It so happened that there was an old man 
liviag oh some part of the estate in the coanty of Argyle, 
who occupscd a miserable hut^ ffifid a small piece of 

^ Since tfais letter hat been writtenr the State ci South Cardiaa h^ 
opened her ports for the introduction of slaves onlyt from Africa* 
Notwithstanding their boasted freedom, and acclamations of indt- 
pe^ideDc6| &c the little Island is still the seat of real Eberty. " 
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sterile ground round it, and withal very poor, but who, 

by some means or other, had contrived to give three sons 

he had, a classical education. Tlie poor old man was 

ordered to appear before the Steward Bashaw^ when the 

foNowing conversatioa ensued : - 

Bashaw. — John, I understand you have three sons 

capable o£ bearing arms, and as my Lord wants meu 

you must surrender them immediately. 

Poor Man. — It is true I have three dutiful son8,^but 
they have been long independent of their £Eitber. Were 
I so lidiculous as to make a proposition to them of this 
nature, I fear they would imagine my senses had left 
me. What, said the old man, leave their present pur^ 
suits to shoulder a musket — ^fye upon it! 

Basliaw. — Pray, Sir, what are your sons more than 
those of any other of his Lordship's tenants ? 

A gendeman present answered the Bashaw ; his eldest 
son. Sir, is a merchant — the second is in London, foU ' 
lowing one of the liberal professions — ^and the youngest 
is studying physic ; it is not, therefore, probable that 
either will go to be connnon soldiers, to please you or 
their father. 

Bashazsh— It makes no difference; if we canpot get his 
sons he must provide substitutes ; if not I'll eject him 
instantly. What business had the old fool to give any 
education to his children — ^he ought to have kept them 
at our disposal. 

The poor old man was partial to the barren, spot on 
which he had lived all the days of his life ; and before 
he could think of being turned away from it, rather 
chose to furnish substitutes; but the second son hearing 
of this transaction, threatened to expose the noble Lord 
if he did not disavow the knowledge of those proceed^ 
ings, and turn away his steward — with which his Lord-» 
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ship thought proper to comply. I have related this 
circumstance merely to shew you how the Highlanders 
are treated by their Landlords^ which forces them to 
emigrate : Yet those I have seen in the United States 
are; nevertheless^ discontented^ and wish themselves 
again on their native hills. ^ 

The advantages which would result from an indus- 
-trious White Population are vai'ious, to dilate which 
will form a part of my future letters. At present it mil 
be necessary to tum my attention towards describing the 
Island as well as I am able from the information I have 
already collected. 

Trinidad is the largest and southernmost of all the 
Leeward Islands, measuring, as it is said, in its extreme 
length from east to west, 60 British miles, and from 
north to south 45 miles, containing 2,400 square 
miles, superficial measure, possessing many' superior 
advantages over any other Island in the West Indies, 
and, like Tobago, without the reach of hurricanes. It 
was discovered by Christopher Columbus, on his third 
Toyage, July 31, 1498, and so named from its appear- 
ance at thirteen. leagues distance from the S. E. part of it, 
having thiee heads or mountains above all the rest. 
He found it inhabited by Caribs, who were almost all 
destroyed or cj^rried away in the year 1518, when the 
inhuman Spaniards made captives of all the free and 
happy Aborigines they could find, to work their mines. 
What good the Catholic Religion has done for other 
nations I am not able to discriminate, but it has exter- 
. nainated millions of inojflfensive mortals in this pert of 
the world ; still priests tell us, that the Ught of the 
gospel has pr6ved a blessing to other countries, but, 
alas ! we see the baneful effects it has produced in the 
western hemisphere. Perhaps it is prudent to let the. 
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Catholic Teligion alone; for, by descantiog on the 
lamentable scenes acted by Cortez and his followers, 
I may stand a chance of encountering some Papal 
thmider, or the hurricanes of his priests, and as I wish 
to avoid both, I shall return to the Indians again. 
There are eight settlements of them in the Island^ vis. 
Arima, Toco, Gayaco, Comana, Montserat, Savana, 
jGcuide, and Sipari^. From the census taken soon aflctr 
the Island was conquered in 17d7> it appears there weic 

305 Men 

401 Women 

190 Boys 

186 G^ls 

Total 1082 
They are sober, peaceable, and industrious ; expert iit 
clearing land, and gave great satisfaction to those 
planters who employed them. Inspired with a wish to 
see those innocent children of Nature, I set out one 
morning — took the road to Arima — ^and reached St. 
Joseph de Oruna, formerly the capital, and residence of 
the Governor, about seven mile^ to the eastward, in 
' little more than a couple of hours. Just before I ap- 
proached this city, so called, (although it does not de- 
serve the name of village *) 1 laid myself down under 
the shade of a linden-tree ; feeling in my coat-pocket, I 
found a little volume which was given me by an amiable 
young lady. Miss Franks, of Hiiladelphia. In many 
of my former letters f I have had occasion to mention 

• What constitutes a City in the Umted States of America b a 
: Tavern and a Blacksmith's shop. 
, t The IjettcDB here alluded to, coataio the Audior's TrMfds in 

-die United States of America* Nova IScotia, New BruB^wick» Su 
. Pomingo^ &C which will probably be publi9hed wh^ be ia mo^ 

at leisure.' 
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this laijy who is the patroness of every thing excellent 
and praise-worthy — distinguished for inteUigence^ mo« 
desty, virtue, and religion — ^is indeed an ornament of 
the American fair, and to the nicer sensibihties of the 
heart adds the grateful garb of humanity. '^ Who can 
'^ estimate female worth ? — Who can be indifferent to the 
'^ charms of female excellence f^ — ^Under Mr. Hastead's 
roof, in the woods near Perth-Amboy, I spent the most 
agreeable patt of the last summer, in ihe ccmipany of 
this lady and the Miss Hastead's, equally amiable* 
To perceive them vying with each other in expressions 
of filial affection, smoothing the brow of declining 
years, and diminishing the burden accumulated by the 
decriplitude of age, might gratify the benevolence of an 
angel. To their lot (especially the youngest) had fallen 
no uncommon share of beauty — ^their tempers were 
sweet — and their minds were improved by a suitable 
education* When at leisure we rambled through the 
woods; but every morning we hailed the rising sun^ 
and our spirits were exhilarated by contemplating the 
beauties of nature. The mocking bird entertaining us 
with variety of notes — ^the song of joy and the laugh of" 
mirth were heard among us — ^but the period of departure 
surprised me by its sudden arrival — and I bade the 
happy family adieu, not without the tenderest senti- 
ments of regret— yes, to exchange those peaceM shades^ 

(For) distant climes, a dreary scene, ^- 

Where half the convex world intrudes between^ 
Through torrid tracks with feinting steps (I) go. 
Where wild Altama murmurs to their woe. 
Far different there from all that charm'd before. 
The various terrors of that horrid shore ; 
Those blazing suns, that dart a downward rayy 
And fiercely shed intolerable day \ 

E 
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Those matted woods, where birds forget to sittg, 
But silent bats in drowsy clusters cling ; 
Those pois'nous fields, with rank luxuriance crown^d» 
Where the daik scorpion gathers death around ; 
Where at each step the stranger fears to wake 
The rattling terrors of the vengeful snake ; 
Where crouching tigers wait their hapless prey, 
And savage men, more murd'rous still than they ; 
While oft in whirls the mad tornado flies> 
Mingling the ravag'd landscape with the skies ; 
Far different these from every former scene. 
The cooling brook, the grassy vested green, 
The breezy covert of the warbling grove. 
That only sheltered thefts of harmless love. 

Gqldsmitm. , 

Miss Franks and the amiable sisters have often 
recurred "^tq my mind — -their private and social virtues 
press forcibly on my heart — ^may their days and nights 
be without a cloud — arid, when they quit this troubled 
theatre, may they be admitted ad pat res, clothed 
in robes of immortal beauty, is the prayer of their 
gi-ateful friend, &c. 
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Reverie continued — The present state of the Indians o^ 
Arima — Census of the Colony in 1797 — Natural His 
tory of the Orange and Tamarind Trees — Of the 
Grape, Indian CorHy and Cocoa — Ancient and Modem 
method of making Chocolate, together with its Medici" 
nal Virtues, 



Iiead-Q;narters, Puerto dx Espana, Fd. iSoj. 
I>£AR SIR, 

I FINISHED my last letter just as I had 
stretched my wearied limbs upder the fragrant shade of 
the hospitable linden-tree, with the little volume still 
unopened in my hand, thinking on the many happy 
hours that glided away during my delightful solitude in 
the woods near Perth-Amboy. Why did I refuse those 
who wished, nay entreated me, to take up my ' abod« 
with the Dryades ? 

But me, not destined such delights to share. 
My prime of life in wandering spent and care, 
Impell'd, with steps unceasing, to pursue 
Some fleeting good, that mocks me with the view j 
That, like the circle bounding earth and skies. 
Allures from far, yet, as I follow, flies ; 
'My fortune leads to traverse realms alone, 
And And no spot of all the world my own. 

COLBSMIXH. 
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needed on my journey, I imagined 1 traced the foot- 
'Sl;eps of Sir Walter Raleigh, who was here two hundred 
and eight years ago, employing his genius and risking 
his life to enhance the dignity and splendour of hi* 
country. The reward he met with i^ an encouragement' 
for me to study Cocker. In contemplating the life of 
this immortal ornament, who lived tor his country 
rather than himself, we must be fully impressed with 
the truth of this maxim, ^^ That ambition, however 
*^ honourably displayed, is seldom the path that leads' 
^^ to private feUcity." How beautifully the benign 
poet delineated the character of this great jnan * : 

• Who can speak 
The "numerous worthies of the maiden-reign ? 
In Raleigh mark their every glory mixM ; 
Raleigh ! the scourge of Spain ! Whose breast, with all 
The Sage, the Patriot, and the Hero bum'd; 
Nor sunk his vigour when a coward-reign 
The Warrior fetter'd, and at last resignM, 
To glut the vengeance of a vanquished foe. 
Then active still, and unrestrained his mind. 
Explored the vast extent of ages past. 
And with his prison hours enrich'd the world ; 
Yet found ho times, in all the long research. 
So glorious or so base as those he prov'd 
In which he conquered, and in which he bled. 

Thomson. 

I banished these reflections with an involuntary tear 
to the memory of Raleigh, occasioned, in some degree, 
by my assimilated situation, 'to be brief, I arrived at 
Arima : here I familiarized myself with these innocent 
creatures : I envied their situation, and their harmless 
minds ; yet, on the other hand^ pitied the blmdness of 

* Mayor's Nepos, 
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their ideas> which wece so modulated aa to suit the 
machinations of their teachers. In this^ as well as in the 
rest of the settlements, there is a Catholic Missionary^ 
who has the care of their souls, and stiles himself their 
'^ Moral Preceptor/' — ^^ the immediate Agent of the 
^^ Omnipotent God," apd ^^ the Purifier of Souls," &c. 
The ascendancy he has over them is astonishing. Th^ey 
may he truly said to be priest-ridden, for they undergo 
the most rigid discipline. They are encouraged in their 
zeal M'ith a view of supporting a species of slavery, which 
facilitates the devotion of their persons (I mean the fe- 
males) to the service of their religious guides. If any of 
them, among the tribe, violate the seventh conmiand- 
ment, they are excommunicated; the privilege of violating 
it is reserved to themselves. A number of the most 
comely of the females, from the age of fourteen to 
nineteen, are taken into the holy father's house, whom 
he Qotirishes and cherishes until some swain makes an 
overture of marriage to them. Should the holy father 
approve of the match, the ceremony is immediately 
performed, and he then delivers the nymph to her swain 
^' a very woman and a very wife." I was not surprised 
lo find a seraglio iu this corner of the world, though 
kept by a pecuniary retailer of absolution and a puri- 
fier of souls ! But who could resist charms powerful 
enough to seduce even Ulysses himself from his mast, 
and actually subdue the apetites of Setieca, though not 
his reason ? Here the old goat of Piccadilly might feast 
forever ! And here, indeed, as well as in other Roman 
Catholic countries, the priests endeavour to defeat hu- 
man reason, and throw a dark veil over truth. 

The following table will shew you the progress the 
Spaniards made in the population of this Colony during 
^^ry near three hundred years possession : ' 
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VBITBt. 

Men - 924 

Women 590 

Boys - 301 

Girls - 266 



COLOVA. tLAttS. 

1196 • 4164 

1624 . 3505 

895 . 1232 

751 . 1108 



2,081 4,466 10,009— Total 16,556. 

I find by a report laid before Parliament on the 19lh 
May, that during that period about 400 lots, 128,000 
acres have been granted by the Spanish government ; 
but there is only a small portion of those grants 
under cultivation. Such apathy originates in a 
great degree from their baneful laws, so corrosive to 
human happiness, and destructive to the e£forts of 
industry* 

Probably no Island in the universe is more fertile. 
It produces grapes and oranges of the most exquisite 
flavour — citrons, lemons, &c. The Aurantium, or 
orange-tree, according to Linnasus, is a species of Citrus, 
or citron-tree, which grows here in great abundance, 
wearing a continual verdure, and bearing at the same 
time a fragrant bloom of flowers and a diversity of fruit, 
some in their infant state, and others in their full 
maturity. It is a genus of the order of Icosandria, 
belonging to the Polyadelphia class, being the second 
order of the eighteenth class. The caylx is a very 
small deciduous perianthium, formed one leaf, plane 
the base, and divided into five denticulations at the 
top; the corolla consists of five oblong, plane, patent 
petals. The fruit is called a berry, covered with a 
thick fleshy rind; the pulp being' formed into vesicles, 
and having nine cells, in each of which there are two 
and sometimes three se^ds^ of a subH>val fi^e^ and 
callous substance. 
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Of tiH» ^enus laonsBas distingui^es no more thaa 
twQ.species :•— 1st, The Citrus with linear petioles, com- 
prehending the citron and lemonrtrees. — 2d, The Citrus 
with:wingied peiiolps,. or the- orange-tree. Heqee the 
citron, lemon, and orange-trees ' were reckoned three 
distinct genera of plants by former botanists. Linnaeus 
however,, only .reckons two species of the same genus. 
He i makes tlie lemon-'jtree a varieiy of the citron-laree. 
The.ftr3t.of the*^ species is originally a native of Media, 
Assyria, and P^rsi^, .^d the second species of India, they 
were Arsfe .brought, to £ui;ope by the Portuguese. It 
is said that the very first China orange«-tree, which was so 
called from hjaving beeji originally brought from China, 
an4. from which variety ,of the ora»ge-tree, all the 
Eufogpt^an trees of the. same sort bav^ been propi^ted^ 
is Btill pres€;rved at Xisbpn. This is very probable, 
because. the trees of thi^, genus are found to be the 
longest Jived plants, perh^ps^ of any other; several of 
thc^ have; been kept jn garden3 near three iiundred 
years, and .^yen. then retained the appearance of their 
youthful vigQur. . Ther^ aye several varieties from each 
of the two species. Seville in Spain, gives a name to a 
vai^^^ of the orange-tree, whi<?h i^ celebrated for the 
agreeable acidity vf it^ juice. In the West India Islands 
they pay no attention to them, consequently their fruit 
is not to be compared to the fruit of Spain and Portugal, 
whgre they are made an article of conmierce. 

The Grfipe, which is so delicious in this Island, might 
fin4 ample ran^e for ci^tiyation on 'the. side of the 
mountains, and might produce wine of the quality of 
Ma^eir^. I sl^iould recommend the experiment, but the 
experimental punter is not to be found in the Island, 
wiless Colonel FuUarton (who I believe is fond of the 
^y) i>romote it^ (he point will not be ascertained. 
' F 
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The Vine, accordiogiio Ae system of Linnsens, consti- 
tutes a genus of the order of the Monogyniay belonging 
to the Pentandria Class, being the first order lof the fiilfh 
class. The calyx is a very small perianthiumy divided 
into five parts.; the corolla consisti» of five. small diBoi- 
duous petals; the Istamina are five awWbaped filaments, 
erect, patent,, and deciduous; the antheras are simple, 
and the germen is oval ; thei^ is no style; the stigma is 

' obtuse and capitated ; the fruit is a large round berry,, 
containiiig only <^ne cell; the seeds are five, and are 
osseous, semt-orbicular, but turbinated^ cordated, and 
narrow at the bas^. 

He disthiguishes seven species, but of those none is 
cultivated for use, except the common vine ; of whirfi, 
however there are many varieties. It is a native of 
Asia, where there are four or five species of large grapes. 
Tlie-i vinebi'ftre disposed on raised works • of lattice, 
which form so riiany arbours^ under which the natives 
enjoy a refreshing shade, but are not so well acquainted 
with the criture jand managemait of it, or the method 
of conducting the process of a viotage, as the Frtoch 
and Portuguese. 

The Tamarind-tree is common. . This tree bears a tait 
agreeable fruit, sometimes called Dates, and sometintes 
called the Indian Acacia. The bark of it resembles an Ash 

. or Walnut-tree, but its leaves those of the female Fern ; 
its flowers are joined eight or ten "together, similar to 
those of the orange-tree ; its fruit is in a pod about the 
length of one's finger, but somewhat thicker, covered at 
fir^twith a green rind, which afterwards becomes brown, 
and conUhi^ a, blackish acid pulp, among which are 

X found sefedB,' resembling lupines. This pulp is used in 

- 'Inedicin^/ iij^ing a gentle laxative, cooling, and proper 
to que^li -thirst ; hence, very serviceable in burning 
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fevers^ a common opmplsunt in tropical climates ; tama- 
rinds are also good in diarrhseas^ and are miich com- 
mended in a flux <^ the haemorrhoids^ from a billions 
and acrimonious blood. 

Formerly Maize or Indian Com^ was^ cultivated here 
in such quantities as not only to supply their own 
consomption^ but that of the Island of Margaritta^ 
and olfaer places.. The ear of this com is certainly a 
great natural curiosity. It is generally from eight to 
ten inches^ and sometimes a foot long> consisting of 
sereral rows of grain^ commonly nine or ten, according 
to the goodness of the soil, each row c<Hitaining about 
forty grains ; but, in Tercera, one of the Azores or 
Western Islands, I have seen ears which commonly 
measured thirty inches> with twelve rows of grain. 
The ear is wonderfully clothed by the agency of the 
Almighty Being. He, indeed, is incomprehensible, 
imt without him it is impossible for any thing to be in- 
telligibk, and when^ as an intelligent author observes *, 
his interposition is once supposed, it is easy to conceive 
ihe possibiUty of producing all things. He alone was 
capable of forming the matter whidhi constitutes all 
bodies, and none but himsetf could extract out of ibis 
matter several elements, each of which is perpetually 
the same, sdthough their different combinations form an 
infinite variety of bodies. The Almighty then, in the 
plenitude of his wisdom, has furnished the generality of 
seeds with a covering of wood, and has not thought it 
proper to afford one of equal strength to the substance 
of fruits, which in reality is no more than a covering or 
defence to the seed. His wisdcmb and special' <:are are 
manifest, when we examine the c^re he has taken^ by 

* J. Bi^mdCede Freval 
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enclosing some pafrticnlar'fruits in' a light skin, others 
in a solid bark. Observe the Chesnuts which ar6 de- 
signed the food of whote nations, thefy arfe still better 
fortified ; if they were not, the little birds Would destroy 
them in their infant stfete ; therefore to pre^rve them 
from such insults, natu!re has shagged their dtlt-^de 
with prickles ; and if we are indulged in a modest 
attempt to discover the reason of such a proceeding, we 
may clearly perceive how it intimates to us such a pre- 
caution, as their delicate food would Attract all the 
birds, and would deprive man of their advantages^ did 
not their shaggy prickly cover pi^event those animals 
from injuring them with theii^'bills. The ear of this 
com is armed with a strong thick husk^ which not only 
defends it from heavy and unseasonable rains, but in 
other parts where it is cultivated, frotn the night colds, 
and from birds that would prey upon it in its* tender 
state. Its stt|lk grows to the height of eight or ten feet, 
more or less, according to the state of the soil in which 
it is sown. In the states of Virginra and Maryland, the 
militia commonly use them instead of muskets. It was 
to me a truly ludiorous scene to see tibem exeiteise with 
these mock guns. What a happy "tiling would it be for 
the human race, if other nations would, in future, adopt 
their exampk, and make war with com stalks only ? — 
One thing, however, is • certain, that die Cofsican 
Usurper could never mount the throne of France with a 
corn-stalk ! 

_ The manner of planting it is in parallel rows tibout 
four feet asunder, and continued regularly in the manner 
of a hop-ground. When it is grown up to a prosper 
height, they cut up the weeds and lobsen^ the earth 
about it, with a broad hoe, repeating it as often as the 
weeds make the labour necessary. When the stalk 
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begins to grow high^ a little ^e«rd^ is diawn about it; 
aod tipoQ the sprouting of the ear^' as much earth is 
scit^ied up as'wffl make a little hill^ like a hop^hill; 
afker which no farther trouble is necessary till harvest. 
In ihe United States of America they use the plough^ 
akid plant it similar to the manner we plant and culti- 
vate potatoes. ' The husks that grow about the ear^ I 
. have observed' in my former Travds^ the Indian wonien 
slit'inVo narrow: slip^ ; and weave them into curious 
ba&kets of various^hions. The natives of the United 
Stated are remarkably fond of the maize^ and^ when 
^outtd^ they 'make it into mush and homnumy^ and eat 
it wilrtx mc4asses. ' The young ears they bml^ and eat off 
the com; 'sometimes with batter^ and sometimes with mo- 
lasses ; at other times they roast it; so that in the season^ 
iHiiehis abotrt July and August^ your ears are assailed 
^very evfenfaig in the towns^ with the cries— *^^flb* Com, 
* Roa$t Corn/' &c. We ought^ however, to oflfer up 
oar gratitude to the great Author of Nature, for a nour- 
ishment thie most perfect of its kind, and whose ^oduc- 
tbn is mfost easily accomplished. 

We are^nfenned by Alcedo, that this colony pro- 
duced' Gacao or Cocoa, equaUytas good as that of the 
province of Caiacca, which is esteemed the best by the 
Spaniards ; and Father Joskfh Gum lla adds,- that 
the traders 'preferred it to the latter, but says, ^'. Ae 
^'plantations, or cocoa watk^, have been so n^kk^ted 
'^ sihice tbe-year l?a7 that there are scarely any left on 
'^ the Island.'^' This chocolate nut tree* is found in 
«everil parjts of the West Indies, but nowhere so plen- 
tifully as cm the coast of Cimccas. It resembles our 
dwarf apple-tree both in body and branches, but the 
W, which is of a deep green^ is considerably broader 
and larger. The nuts you have seen ; they a«« of the 
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coloory and about the size of an almond^ and hang fif- 
teen or eighteen together by a slender stringy fihn> 
inclosed in a pod shaped like a cucumber^ but 'pointed 
at the upper end. A ripe pod is of a heaatiAil yellow, 
intermixed with crimson streaks ; when dried it shrivels 
up and changes to a deep brown; the juice squeezed 
from the mucilaginous piilp contained in the husk of 
these nutst^pears like cream, and has a very grateful taste 
<^ a cordial quality; the nut is ^satd to be «o nutritious 
that an ounce of them contains more real notiridbment 
than a whole pound of beef. I know not how far* this 
is correct, but a French physician of long practice at 
Cape Francois, in the Idand of St. Domingo, informed 
me, that he found it a > very efficacious r^imen after 
fevers ; particularly in cases of debility occasioned by 
the climate. The tuee is difficult to cultivate, because 
the climate it grows in is so hot that, to protect itirom 
the great inflnem^e of the sun, they plant it in the d^de 
of another tree, called the Mother of Cacao. The pro- 
fit arising from the fruit is so considerable that we are 
told some of the plantations in the Caraccas yield 
annually 50001. Sterling; In many parts of the Spanish 
dominions the nuts are used by the natives as money^ 
twelve or fourteen being esteemed ^uivalent to a Spa- 
msh real, or about cevenpence "*. 

There is another account of this tree in Howard s 
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, which, as it is an article 
of Commerce, ought to be generally known, and the 
virtues of its fruit widely promulgated ; more especially 
as it supports my plan for a White Population in this: 
bland, and supercedes the slavery of negroes. 

♦ Beauti^ of Nature and Art DisplayW, in a Tour through the 
WorM, udivoU 
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Cacao Nuts have a lig^ 
unctuous^ bittxnsh, rooghkh (malt wmyimtt f«1) 
those of Nicangoa «m1 Ganoca aie die aKKt a^reeabfe 
. and arQ the largest ; those of the French iUrtiUef and o«r 
AmericaQ Islands aie the iBostuDctenB. All sorts, tho- 
roughly commiiiuted and obmattted to press, jidd a 
considerable qaanti^ of flnid oA, of the ome general 
qualities with those obtained from other seeds and ker- 
nels ; boiled in watao* they give out a lai^ p ro portion^ 
half the weight or more, of a sdmceoos matter, whidi 
gradnally concretes upon the sor&ee as the liquor cook. 
For obtaining this prodoct to the best advantage, the 
Faculty of Paris, had directed the nuts to be sligfatlj 
roasted in an iron pan, cleared from the rind and geim^ 
levigated on a hot stcMie, then diluted with a proper 
quantity of hot water^ and kept in a warm bath till the 
oil rises to the top, whi<^, when concreted, looks 
brown^ and, by repeated liquifections in hot water, 
becomes white. This vegetable seram is not liable to 
grow rancid by long keeping, and hence recommended 
as a basis for odoriferous unguents, "%uid the com- 
positions ealled Apoplectic Balsams. The principal 
use of these nuts is for the preparation of the dietetic 
liquor Chocolate, a mild unctuous fluid, supposed to be 
serviceable in consumptive disorders, emaciations, and 
an acrimonious state of the juices in the first passage. 

What renders the fruit of this tree most famous is its 
being the principal ingredient in chocolate, a name given 
to a drink prepared from a kind of cake or confiture 
prepared from that nut, of a dusky colour, soft and 
oily, usually drank hot, and esteemed not only an 
excellent fiood, as being very nourishing,, but jlIso a good 
medicine ; at least a diet for keeping up the warmth of 
the stomach and promoting digestion. 
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The Origmaf .Manner of making .Chocolate/ is the 
very simple method. made use of by the Indian^*/ They 
only used cac0o^nut,imai%, and raw, sugar^ as expre^^ 
from the canes^ with a little. achiotl *.or rg^ou f, to ;giye 

/it a colour;, of these four, drugs grounds betweieai .tyro 
stones^, afid milled together in a. certain pr;oportion, they 
mal^e a k|nd pf bread, which serves them equ^\y for 
solid food and for driok ; eating, it when Jhungry, and 
steeping it in, h^ot? water when .thirsty,. 

Method of fjf^king Chocolate now, in use , among . tfie 
Spaniards, of Mexico: — ^The fruit. being gathered. from 

'. the,caqao-t;reie, ip dried in the sun, and the kernel taken 
out, and, roasted .at the fire, in an iron pan pierced friU 
of holes ; then pouiided in a mortar ; then gj^ound on a 
marble; stone with a grindier of the same matter, till it 
be broi^t tp thej. consistence .of paste, mixing witb.it 
more . or less sugar as it is more or less sweet. In pro- 
portion as f. the past;e advances, they add ^ome long 
pepper, fi little achjoU, and, lastly^ vanilla : ^ome.add 
cinnamon, c^loyes,. and anise ;. and those who love per- 
fumes, musk, and ^^^bergris. The newest chocola}^ 
is esteemed the best,^,the drug never keeping we|l above 
two year^ J>ut usually degenerating much/befor'e that 
tin^. It ist to be kept in brown paper, put ,up in a bpx, 
and that in apQther, in a dry place f . ' 
; To this account J am tempted to add another, which 
you will find.mqre explicit and satisfactory : ChoQolate, 

* Achiotl, Gt Achiotte, in botany, a name given by some authors 
to the Uraca or Omotto^ called by other writers Orleana and Orellcma. 
It is used chiefly in dying, but esteemed by physicians a good 
preservative against retention of urine. In grinding of the cacao, 
add die quantity of two drams to a pound, to give it a reddish 
cc^our^.^&c.: . 

t Howard's^ Oic^oi^uy pf Ait^ and Sci^ces. 
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a factitious substance, first brought from America 
about the beginning of the year 1600. Some dissolve 
the substance in water, others in milk, and other* 
in wine ; but water seems to be the best vehicle for it, 
as the most proper to distribute its nutritive parts, and 
promote digestion. The consumption of chocolate 
makes it chiefly proper for persons of cold constitu- 
tions, for old people, for those who have their strength 
impaired by repeated watchings, and for those who 
travel in cold mornings. As it is of an oily and tena- 
cious nature. Dr. Cheyne thinks it should not be used 
\fj the weak and infirm either as an aliment or a medi- 
cine ; but he grants that it may produce all the effects 
of a salutary food in vigorous and strong constitutions. 
It is confirmed by the experience of many physicians, 
that in hectic, scorbutic, atid catarrhous disorders, 
chocolate is a wonderful remedy, having wrought a 
cure' after all other means had proved ineffectual. 
Hoffman affirms, that chocolate prepared with water 
contributes much to the cure of melancholic disorders 
arising from a too /weal^ and lax state of the nerves, 
especially if we add to it a few drops of essence of 
ainber. Dr. Stubbs, in the Philosophical Transactions, 
affirms (and Dr» James is of the same opinion), that 
well prepared chocolate is an excellent diet for those 
who are scorbutic, afflicted with tjife* stone or arthritic 
pains, and to prevent convulsions ; ^yet some of the best 
physicians have observed, that dunking chocolate to 
excess contributes to the formation of stones, especially 
ill the gall-bladder : It is, however, agreed, that a man 
ill perfect health may drink as much chocolate as he 
has appetite for, provided he finds himself refreshed, 
and his stomach not overloaded. In hot and sanguine 
«onstitutioas the immoderate use of this liquor, by 

G 
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inspissating the blood> and rendering it less fit for cir- 
culation^ produces inflammations of the viscera^ feversi 
and i^plexies. On account of the quantity of sugar 
that enters the composition of chocolate, it ought to be 
avoided by those who are subject to hypocondriac fla* 
tulencies ; and the disadvantages arising from the im* 
moderate use of this drink, considered as prepared with 
"warm watejr, must be plain to evei^ one who reflects 
that the frequent use of warm water relaxes the organs: 
of digestion, an4 the solids in general, and must cpn* 
^^uently prove pejmicious. It is said that in J^eti^ 
Spain there is such a quantity of chocolate made asiti^ 
Qie aonually twelve, nsoUiona of pounds of sugar ^^ 



Believe me^ very sincerely. 

Yours, S^c^ 



* Beauties of Nature and Art JAsfhjcd, in a Tour tfaroas^ th» 
Workt 



LetA^I i>itiN^ t>BaYiD£Nct; 91 



jLETTEJR TV. 



Wonderfttl i^Urposition of Providence in procrastinai* 
ing the Authot^s Life — Estimate of the Arable Lands 
in Trinidad — Exports f€r the Years 1799> 1800, and 
ISO I— Reason why so diminUtive-^The Nafurdl 
Histories of the Cotton and Coffee Trees, with their 
Medicinal Virtues. 

Head-Quarters, Puerto di Espama, Feb. i8o3, 

BUT let us try these truths with closer eyes. 
And trace them through the prospect as it lies : 
Here for a while my proper cares resigned. 
Here let me sit in sorrow for mankind ; 
like yon neglected shrub at random cast, 
That shades >the steep, and sighroa ev€fry blast. 

2}£AR SIR, 

1 HAT excellent Divine, Br. Blair, has 
fomewhere observed, that if we believe in God at all as the 
Governor of the Universe, we must believe that without 
tis Providence nothing happens on earth— that there is 
lw)t a day of our life, nor an event in that day, but was 
Toreseen by Him, who briixgs forward every thing that 
i^ap{)ens in its due order and place. To elucidate this 
1 must stoop to egotistn ; but really in this instance I 
Marmot resist the temptation, as it wiH teach me in 
Juture not to irepine, at whatever afflictions Providence 
Jtiay inflict 6ii me. To do this I must recur a few 
aw)nthsback. , 
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In the evening I began to reflect on the mysterioiis 
*^ways of Providence, and was now more than ever con- 
vinced, that there is often a hereafter 1n the course df 
our present lives which discloses and justifies the waya 
of, God. Mystery and darkness, therefore, must of 
necessity take place in the course of things. Onr pre- 
sent state can be no other than a fetate of twiirght or 
4lawn, where dubious forms shall often present them- 
Mcelves to us, and where we shall find ourselves hi a 
middle condition between complete light and total 
darkness. Had we enjoyed no evidence of a jast Judge 
-puling the earth, and of his Providence interposing in 
lour afiairs, virtue would have been altogether deprived 
of its encouragement and support. Had the evidence^ 
on the other hand, been so stl-oiig-as to place the hand 
of the Almighty constjintly before our eyes, tbe inten- 
tion of our pres^it existence would h&jpe been defeated, 
and no titice of virtue have remained. Instead, there* 
fore of complaining of the obscurity which at present 
covers the conduct of Providence, we see that, on the 
whole, we have reason to submit and adore *. Had 
not the Almighty afflicted me with this fever, I should 
have embarked in the above-mentiorted Biig, and con- 
sequently would have shared the same fate ; but for 
iome wise purpose or other my lirfe was preserved— 
probably to bring the crimes of a seb6rid Nimrod beforfe 
%eiace of dayi-^^ — Graham Was a native 6f Knapdale, 
inthe cotmty of Argyle. He had been the greatest 
'part of tet war Commandier of a Revenue Vessel at 
*New Providence, ^nd acquired a handscSirie fortune "bj^ 
^captures ; but It is in 'iiidh hands as las -relatives wiU 
'fcever rtxake'hontest. 

^Dr VUh : 
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The fallowing stotenjent, thougli i)pt perfectly accu- 
rate^ will, hqwever^ t^nd. tp give you an idea of the 
oprtioB qC land. capable of cultivation : 

ACRESU 

1S13 Lots suitable for Sugar • 42O9I6O 

«45 5- — Coffee - 302,400 

158 — Cotton - 50,560 

/ 504 - — - _— — Cocoa - 97,280 



Total 2720 Total 870,4oo Acres, 

Dedua 400 Lots already granted by 7 

the Spanish government 5 ' * 

S820 — So that the Crown now) 

holds . . j 742,400- AC«?, 



Of the above 40Olots I, find an iDcbhsiderabie nuuH • 
ttex <mly under cultivation, which will be\9€en ftoni the 
^^^owing View of the exports to Britain for three year*: 



QUAHXITY. V 


nUTY. 




TSAft* Cwt. qr, IL 


iC. /. 


d. 


1799 Sugau- 26,723 


24,1 4e 9 


I 


1800 - 54,515 2 6 


41,322 12 


i 


A801 - «9,S51 20 


57,168 6 


10 


Calhns* 






1799 Runst 104 


2 7 


6 


1300 - 3,018 


69 7 




1801 . 19,537 


447 14 


7 


Cfivt, qr, Ih, 






1799 Coffee 1,898 1 15 


9^5 8 


6 


1800 - 4,357 3 4 


838 17 


3 


1801 - 8,327 2 18 


638 


10 


Lbs. 






* 1799 Cotton 1,403,290 






1800 - 863,987 






1801 • 1^889,573 







;C- 123^7 # t 



4;i» f 1 



li8«» « T 



£. 
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As I cannot get admittance to the Custom-house 
books, I am unable to give you an account of what is 
exported to the United States and* other parts ; but I - 
know it to be considerable, for this reason, that the 
majority of the planters are so much involved in Eng- 
land — (old arrears, contracted before tbey ran away from 
other Islands) — that it is their interest to send their pro- 
duce to the United States. One planter, particularly, 
of the name of L* • • •, formerly of Antigua, stands, I am 
certain, as conspicuous asFiJh/ Thousand Pounds Sterling, 
in the ledger oTthe late John K • • • -n, Esq. of Lime-street, 
London *. But, as my subsequent correspondence will 
treat of such chamcters, I beg leave, for the present, to 
lay them aside, to pursue a different enquiry. 1 say, 
they consider it their interest to export the whole of 
their produce to the United' States, whence they draw- 
their supplies, instead of sending it to the Mother coun- 
tiy, to whom it is legally due; hence the benefit accruing 
from this colony is comparatively small, as you will 
observe by the above statement. 

-The loss — for I consider-it a real loss — i» the baneful 
manoiuvTe of the late Governor and Council, themajpjr. 
part of whom stand in the same predicament with 

- ' ^ ** An honest mah*s the noblest work of God." 

Mr. K----n was upwards of fifty years an eminent merchant in 
» London. Without exaggeration, he was a man of re^l worth, 
y^ and added lustre to the character of a British merchtint. ^n incor- 

ruptible integrity marked h:* - characteristic features to hi« latest 
moment. He died at Bath much lamented by all who knew him, 
some time in the latter end of 1798. I was abroad whfen I heard of 
his death, but I did then, what I do now, bestow a sigh to his 
memory.— To apply the words of Pope, 

Worth makes the man, and want of it the. fellow ; 
^ . The rest is all but leath^ or prunello; 
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L* • • '^ and may well be said to be a disgrace to hiiiman 
nature. Permit me to lay them also aside— they shall 
be attended to in due tkne. It is high time this preda^ 
tory proceeding should be exhibited^ which aims at so 
manifest an injury to Great Britain^ and ^erefore ought 
to be stepped in this^ as well as in other colonies ; more 
particularly in Canada^ Nova Scotia,, New Bfuns^ 
wick, &c. provinces that hang as it were, like a mill- 
stone about the neck of Britain ** 

It appears, by. these rfelums of the Exports of this 
colony^ that Cacao is not cultivated, and but little 
Cotton, ahhpugh the most ^educing article of cultiva- 
tion in the West Indies. Formerly it was not so lucra- 
tive as other articles, yet of ^late years we see what 
immense returns it has made to the {)lanter^ particularly 
ia the Carolinas* Its returns, are much quicker than 
any other article of West India produce $ fmd it requires 

^ It may not be amiss to notice,' in this place^a notorioui instance', 
j»f which I had ocular demonstration, and which c^mfirms the cpy- 
nioD Dr. Johnson advanced, that, *' A merchant's desire is not of 
" glory, but of gain — ^npt of public wealth, but of private emolu- 
Ihent.*' in the summer of 1800 1 lodged in the City Tavern, Phi* 
hdelphia. TTwo merchants, one of the name of M*T— > and 
the other of H — *-, arrived there from Canada, to fit out oti 
of their annual ships for China ; tins is done under the veil of 
a Mercantile House in Pliiladelphia f(^ so much per cent ; the finest 
add best //tj of Canada are bt ought by land and water caniage» 
and shipped onlboard ; the return car^ is smuggled into Canada, 
by which the revenue of Britain is plunderedt and we are dejaived 
of other condomitant advantages. I heard M*T. boastbg, that « 
he could undersell the British India goods, and supply the whole of 
Canada. Thi^ I found, in the further progress of my travels, to 
bet literally, a fiict ! — ^Yes, it is a painful feet, when it is considered 
that 7o6,oooL is uken from Great Britain annually, to support the 
establishment of Canada. 

II 



ifewei^ haA^, fewer buildings, tnd less labonreiha. The 
si^fl ot tbe~sdtti)i^-ed9t di^e of th^ Islan^l is congenial to» 
tb^ otWviifidft ctf it to a gi"^^ extent; it is irioreover 
veiy liiirtlth jTy tod/ in my huriaWe opinion, well adapted^ 
for a- WMte Settkmeni; I hme seen some beautifbL 
Aiinpks of the co%toti»i tMt groWs- her^> which I pro* 
Tk>t»noe cQrtaly if ni^t superior to the t^uire of that* 
\^*feliigt«DWs4m-th^^^a !^d«r. 

Gossypium, . or Cottoil> is^ ai^ genu? of the poljrandria.. 
order,' hck«>ging to the mon6delphia class of plsmts,. 
undi in the liatural method> .ranking under the thirty^- 
se5?«nth oi-dep, CotAmi/S^r^. The calyx is^ double, the 
ext^tior orte trifid ; the capsule quadrilocnlar ; the seeds- 
ii^rQf)t up ift<idttoji^Wo(J^ There are four specifes> jall oT 
ffcem natitee of ^&mi fcftficrat^ : — 1. The Htrhactum, . 
-Gt c6ftimon herbaeeuin. cotton, hath an he^baceum 
sqkmHW ^stalfc j twofe^tiiighi feanelung upwards; five 
lobed smooth leaves ; and yellow flowers from the ends 
tadie bsanchesy suqpeedtd by rdimdish capnrles fbli 
^ s^fiiftdff aifll<?otton; — ^s^ Th6 Minmium, or hairy Ame^- 
tictm <iofttoni hath hairy- stalfts-branchmg KteraHy two 
6t three (6et high; patmated, three and fiv6 lobed 
I>airy Uives ; and yellow flowers^ . succeeded by large 
oval gadg. furnished with seeds and cotton. — 3. The 
Barjbadfu^i or Barbadpes^ slirubby cotton; hath a 
shrubby sbdk Wanching four or five fieethigh, threei- 
lobed smooth leavesj glandulousundemeHth, and yellow 
flowe^s>. succeeded by oval po^ ccbtaining seeds and 
cotton.-^ — 4. The ^r^orecim, .or tree cotton ; bath an up- 
right woody' perenniar stalk, branching six or eight 
feet higli^; pdmated';, four or. five, lobed smooth leaves>. 
and yellow floffrers, siiceeoded, by ov«J pods filled with, 
eottouc The first three are anai»al, but tlie fourth ia- 
perennial both in root and stalk,. The culture of cotlo^. 



^/.4.J - ^COTTON pIpAKT. . ^ 

:i>egins in MaccV ^^d Af^H^ ^aad coniapi^ 4uM«$ ^^ 
* spring rains. Holes are ma^e at se^ea p|r ^jg^ ^t 
distance £rom each othfer, and afew>seedMh|i(0)¥n in; 
•^bea they are growp ^o ^ Jtieigti^ of £ve or siK incbe^ 
all the stems. are .puJlediop, except tjio ortfere^ of t^ie 
.strongest; these arc cr9{i|)ed twice before ike end of 
August, and sometinies- sooner, according to the pl(VQ^ 
^r's jadgcnent. .Precaujtion is the morei>aces|$a^j as tjl^ 
wood. bears no fruit before ^tbe pesdod lof p^aming^; 
aad jf 4he sbrab.wefe snfierod 1(9 grow more tJ^an fi^ir 
;feet higb^ tlie ccpp.would isiotbe g^e^ter i^oyr t;be IruH 
«0O early gat^tened. . like sanje Bietbod is oontlnued for 
Ihree years, for <o long tbe jBJbariA may cppt^qe, if jt 
^cannot poav<5uiea^y be renewed oftener wi^h the pros- 
j>cct of. afi 4dvaintage tbat^ill compensate tbe troubj^. 
ICew lands and a western ^e^i^posure a^e fitlest for il« 
'When the fruit ds ijpe they burst open with :the jnfiiien- 
-Hualheatof thesjun: the do^Tnis sepiiu;^d from th^ 
i«€ed by a sort of miH, which, being wori^ed by the u?l^ 
lion of a wheel, n»akies fhe cotton fijj OA.the one side,' 
^awl Ahe ^ed Oin the other. .The -seed is reckoned goo^ 
in disorders of the kidneys aod liveo k^ prejud^sbal tp 
'file head a^d ston^a^. Tlr^J ^^^ ^^ esteemed e^scelr 
Jent for a copgh or difficulty of -breaithiiug, .and scrvjce- 
4ibJe in the st<;>ne and dyse^ilety, for ^^y iheir Ic»itlv^ 
-^quality they phtand .tl)e ^icrid Ai^d exulcearatiiigjlifimour^. 
The oil e^pr^s^d froiaii ^he ^seed remo^^s spots .of \ij^ 
jskin and cure* runping s9r€!*of *l^ -head j^^the. wool, 
4>umt j^nd reduce^ to powder, i^ swie<i#€j?. p^ jnU> 
'wounds tq stp.p the.e^5ufiioia jpf blo^ . ' 

Tbene^^t wrf#cle in^&Hoqeftsioijk ^ ^ jCoJi^rci: ; ^ 
ibotai^y a ^HV3:'ftf Hj>? jpentoR^ia ift^WJtJW^l^ss-f^f 
j^ianjLs, ti^ %)wcr ^ #ttc^ PPgWgts -of ^a j^lfe funia^ 
reshaped petal,; the tube is cylindrical and slender^ «|wi.5ij^ 
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times longer tfian the cup : the limb is plane, being 
longer than the tube, and divided into five segments of 
a ianceolatcfd figure, with their edges bent backwards'; 
the fruit is a round berry, with an umbilicated point'; 
the seeds are two, of an elliptico-hemispheric figure, 
gibboto on one side, plane on the other, and wrapped 
up in a membrane. This beautiful evergreen is a native 
of Arabia Felix ; it generaUy rises to the height of seven 
or eight feet, and sometimes twelve, with a trunk from 
twelve to seventeen or eighteen inches in circumference j 
it is covered with a grey smooth bark, and slioots out, 
through the whole length of the stem, a growth of 
branches, which are always opposite to each other; 
the leaves resemble those of the bay-tree, and are 
ranged in the same manner ; from the bottom of these 
spring fragrant white flowers, very nearly resembling 
those of the jessamine, of which some esteem the 
cofifee-shrub a species ; when the flowers fall th^y leave 
a small fruit behind, green at first, but reddens as *i(> 
ripens^ and not unlike a hard cherry both in shape and 
colour ; from two to five of these berries gronf together 
on the same part of the twig, each covered with a tegu- 
ment or husk, enclosed in another tegument which 
contains two seeds or kernels called coffee. In the 
month of May the fruit is gathered by shaking the 
tree^ the fruit falling on cloths spread underneadx 
to receive it ; it is then laid on mats to dry in the sun, 
and the outer tegument is crushed by drawing rcJfers 
of wood or iron over them, after which the berries are 
^posed a second time to the sun, and sifted clean for 
use or sale. TTie outer teguments are oot wasted, for 
the slaves wash them and make a drink of them, which 
has a little tartness, and is esteemed pleaaing as w^H as 
coolmg* 
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The tirees are propagated by seeds whai perfectly 
ripe, and are disposed of in nurseries, to be transplanted 
at leisure. A rich mould is required for them, and 
they thrive best about tlie bottom of mountains, and on 
little hills whidi are moist and shady ; but in St. Do- 
mingo I have seen artificial canals cut from rivers or 
springs to conduct, in times of drought, little streams of 
water to their roots, which i5 the chief and laborious part 
of their cultivation. , You have no doubt seen an octavo 
treatise which Dr. Benjamin Mosely, published in Lou- 
don in 178^, on the properties and effects of coffee, 
and since translated into every language of Europe- 
It went, I think, through five editions in England ; 
the first three within the space of a few montlis. To 
the second edition of thai popular dissertation was pre- 
fixed n Preface, no less praised for its diction tlaan for 
the agricultural, commercial, and political remarks con- 
tfdned in it, relative to the subject of the treatise. For 
a botanical description of it, see an accurate account 
collected and published in 1774 by Mr. Ellis. The 
first account we have of it as a beverage is from 
Homer in his Odyssey, supposed to be tbe vyjTnvfloc 
which Helen received from an Egyptian lady, and 
which the immortal bard celebrates as a soother of the 
mind, in the most eminent state of anger, grief, and 
misfortune. Some authors ascribe the origin of its use 
to a Prior of an Arabian monastery, who being in- 
formed that the goats sometimes browzing on the tree 
would keep awake and caper all ni^ht long, became 
curious to prove its virtue, and gave coffee to the monks 
to prevent their being drowsy at their nocturnal devo- 
tions. Others again refer the invention to the Pcrsians^, 
fromvhom it was introduced at Aden, in Arabia, by 
the Dervises of that city, a sort of Mahometan »ionk<j 
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4vho drank it when they «pcnt the night in prayer* 
SFrom Aden its influence spread Uirough all Arabia, and 
^'as introduced at Constantinople in the reigu^of Soly- 
pian the Great in the year 1554. About an bund^-edyear* 
.afterwards it was adopted at London and Paris. It was 
£rst introduced to the latter by M. Thevenot, and in the 
.fori;ner by Pasqua, a Greek servant to Mr. Edwards^ a 
Turkey-raerchant, in l(i52, •who first set up tiie profes- 
sion of Coffee man. The only thing rcmairkable in thifs 
^reat and valuable article of commerce, is the opposi- 
tion it met, with in Europe. .Some ignorant quacks, or 
Turkish doctors, declased it to be sjurituous, and alqiosjt 
;as intoxicating as wine itself, which their law forbids 
4;hem to drink ; but the Mufti, who,, it appem*s, was 
.no enemy to coffee, soon removed the imputation- of 
■^ny vinous quality, and declared it to be a li^w&l and 
^harmless liquor. Though the drinking of it <]id not 
impede their progress to heavea, yet, during the war 
in Candia, the assemblies of news-4uongers4naking toi» 
iree with state affairs, tlie Grand Vizer suppressed the 
Coffee-houses at Constantinople. This suppressixM]^ 
however^ which ^iil continues, 4oe8 ^ot prevent the 
«se of coffee in that city, Iwit, on the contrary, the 
^practice is general among the Turks. 

Coffee experienced the very same treatment under 
Chajiles II. in England, that it met with in Turkey 
under an Amurbth and a Mahpmet, because it wa^ 
found to encourage social meetings in CQifce4iottse5, 
whigh wer^ shut up by proclam^ion in the ^year l675, 
as seminaries of sedition. Nothing, howjeverj evinceg 
^he shallow short-sighted policy of ChaaWs ministem 
more than this very act j but, indeed, the leading naen ia 
JEngland seem to have had their minds constantly aV 
;fitracted from the true interest of their coua^ at all 
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fiiries. As for Charies, he pursued measures he secretly 
oondemned, and jdelded to counsels which his ovfut' 
heart told him, were equally inconsistent with his honour 
and the happiness of his people. 

Bad counsels lie embraced through iodofencei^ 
Thro* love of ease, aad not thh)* want of sense :: 
He saw diem wrong, but rather let them go 
As right, than* take the pains to make them so. 

Churchile^ 

iBoERHAVE tells US, that a Dutch Governor having 
procured some &esh berries from Mocha, planted theDi^ 
in Batavia, and in the year l6Q0, sent a plant ir^nr 
thence to Amsterdam. la the year 1715 the Dutch* 
faegan to cultivate 'Cofiee in Surinam ; the French in 
Martinique in. 17 17; and, in the year- following, itwa* 
eultivated in Jamaica. ^^ How/' sayfr Dr. Mosely^ 
'^ it has been propagated since those periods in the 
^ West Indies^ and the employment it has^ given to^ 
^ the iudustvy of people, of siikall capital, a. numerous 
^* and necessary body of mea; to the increase of com^ 
^' merce> and tbe pppujation. of the colonies^ is too welt 
'^ known to require recital here.'' 

However much the medicinal virtues^of cofFee have^ 
heen extolled and recommended in a variety of instances; 
it is very Uttle diank inr the British. West Indies; a 
Cracker J as they call it in Jamaica,, suits the English, 
pdate better *. But the Fremdi hold cofiee in just esti* 
^nation. It is drank by them the very first thing in the 
morning,, and again immediately after dinner, taking 
one cup' only each time, instead of a copious libation 
of Port and Madeira, in which the English indulge. 

♦ Cracker isa mixture of three equal parts, coroposed'Of Rum^ 
9randy,,axid Gin. 



64 TRAVELS IN TRlNlDAd. Ltt^AS^ 

BDtil they become worse than brutes. Tlie conse- 
quence is apparent ; the French take every care of their 
health, but the British study nothing so minutely a*? 
tlieir own destruction, literally dying in the fumes of 
intemperance, with their minds full of obscenity ; dis* 
gorging it at the mouth. 

Coffee requires great nicety in foastihg; if Under- 
done, its virtues will not be imparted ; if over-done, it 
will have a flattish, burnt, and bitter taste ; therefore its 
virtues will be destroyed. It ought to be confined very 
close at the time of roasting, and also till used, in orcler 
to retain its pimgent flavour. The French always make 
It very strong, prefevring the fine syrup of crude sugar to 
lump or loaf. The way they make it, is, to take a cup- 
ful of ground coffee which they put into something 
almost exactly resembling a small funnel lined wilh 
flannel ; tliey then pour as much boiling water over it 
as will fill a cup ; they use it without milk. The extra- 
ordinary influence which coffee, thus judiciously pre- 
pared, imparts to 'the stomach, fram its tonic and invi- 
gorating qualities, is strongly exemplified by the imme- 
diate effect produced on taking it, when the stomach 
is overloaded with food, nauseated with surfeit, or 
debilitated by intemperance. To constitutionally weak 
stomachs it affords a pleasing sensation ; it accelerates 
the progress of digestion, corrects crudities, and removes 
flatulencies; besides its effects in supporting tbeliarmony 
of the gastric powers^ when it diffuses agehial war];Dtb 
that i*herishes the animal spirits, and takes, awaj, 
according to B/vglivr, the listlessness and langour 
which so greatly embitter the hours of* nervou» people 
after any deviation to excess, fatigue,, or irregularity. 
The foundation of all the mischiefs of inteptiperance is 
laid in the stomach ; for, when it is injured, instead of 



{>reparing the food> that 4te lact^a^s may carry juitA th# 
con$tttaU[On sweet aod wholesome juices^ to ^pport the 
healthy it becomes the source of diseas^^ aQd dlsperae$ 
through the whole i|:ame tUe pause of ^ecpy. Fron; . 
tl^ j^Bcacy o£ co£^ hi ^tt^^atixig the viscid . fluids^ 

. aod ii^^^g >tbe yigour of the circi^atio|p^ it h^ , beeif 
foe^ with great success in the drppsy^ apad itK those 
co^atosi^ to^dj anasarca^jf di^asea th^t arise ia th«f 
y^e^t lo^i^ ixcpm v^pcid %)di ,ol^nw:^d ppj^pixation^ 
aad the o]^t^ry^ be^X of ^€$ sifJfi* Jn i^j^i^^^^ l^bar^ 
gy, cat^rfjfci^ j^nd all di?f?f^ijbeff iflt ^ head, %ojp ob 
sjtracticms in At^e^^apUlarifSbi loftg ^JR^neppf has.pf:9ve4 
ittp heapoweri^l med^pi^; fb^d ip.,(;^i^ ol' 

Hioplexy it has heeu fo^i}(i ferviceab^ ^v^fi w^n^ilit^ 

. k glyster^, where it ha» m^ \)^en £(}u^ cqi^ei^}; tf 
c<»ivej its c^BEects fay tj^ stonp^* T^e di^eu); 
species df head7acb> 3uch as cephake^ l^e^crani^ 
au4 claVus, are more fi^qmeat and more violent in (his 
pactQ^ the yroxH thap ia £iirope^ Cofibe ^s the c^ly 
jaejdicme that gives t^^$ opifites are ^nieftipies p^, 
jbut coffee has.aa ^yafU^ge that opiiini do^ npt.po^^ 
?ess, fpr it mpy j^e.tafeea^pll cqncjiljops^jtl^ sj^^^l^afib^ 
and at all times, by women tvljp mre mqpt .suljjec^t fp 
,il)o$e compd^nts ; as it dissipateg thpa^ iQopgestiqQs ^4 
pbstruct^ops^ltbBEtt $ire fr^uently th^cau^t>f .t|^ l^^^^^f^c^ 
and which opium is known to increasfs wh^ i|s t^ipp^ 
fary relief is past. .. From the stijtnulant apd ^J^etergQUft 
propeiti^ of coffee it i^ used in obs|ruetipoi^ in tfe^ 
viscera; it powerfully promotes the mensfes^ and jRiitir 
gutes the puin^ attendant 021 a paring discharge of ths^ 
evacuation. Jn the West Ij^^ies the chlorosis and ob- 
stiucted mensem, are cqgimon among l^borioiis female^, 
<^^^osed to the effects of their own carelessness, and the 
^Jgorous transition of the clunate, ft^ppg (jpffiee dranjc 

I 
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lltott'fn a'mdrmtrg festing, and good exei^se after if i 
feas ticfeii productive of mntrmerable cnre??. The indus- 
trlbtts oVerseere of ^antations, and other Europeans 
^tt(|)?oyed in fiulttvattiori, who, firottimie nature of their 
oo^^iom; ratist be exposed to the m6mmg and even- 
ing Ufeirs/finfd great snippet from a cap of coffee before 
they gb^tyb ttiefield ; itfortififes the stomach, and guards 
theni against the diseases Incident to their way of Hfe,* 
eipeciaUy W clearing lahds, <>r when their residence is ia 
hnittHi situations, -or -in the tkimiy of stagnant waters 
* ITiosisf agaJii wlio ife imprudc?nt?y addictied to intem- 
perate, arts, coffee af beh%n restorer dnd braces of the? 
litoiixSiBi, fbr' thal'tiarisea,' weakness and disorderly cion- 
ditiitej vflfndh is brought on by drinking bad fermented 
liqiidii^ ahd^cw rum to eitt^s. Coffee has also the 
adtoii^lef pjpoperty of promoting 'perspii^ion> aHayth^ 
fhinst, ' and ' checking preternatural heat. 
' '*F6^ more' bfthe^ medicinal virtues of the coffee I beg 
leav^tOTeferyou'to Dr^ Mosdey's treatise, which I have 
consult^ iri' the ipi-eeedirtg remanfcs. Alttiough it has 
1>eeh^^blii^d'abont eighteen years, it is somewhat 
^ftgtilar It has ' he ver found its way into the British 
W^ India Mands; if it has, the excellent advice it 
letotijfins db€S not seem to be followed. No one stands 
itt need ^elife more than the soldier, to whom it ought to 
be r^febttibieiltled, not only by the medical men attached 
%d the aiftny, but by the commanding officers ; iristead 
of that, those I have conversed with have not so much 
^« heard of it. Alas ! the comfort of the poor soldier is 
tmhapp^y overlooked in more, nay, in many more, 
instances than this, which it would be a work of Supere- 
rogation in ine to notice. 

It is:, however, astonishing that coffee, which boasts of 
fio many medicinal vhtues, should be so little used ia 
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Britain ; and when used> it is made so meagre as to hnye 
no more virtue in it thitQ what the water contains. It 
is true, there is more trouble attending it, in the opera- 
tion, than tea, which is probably the reason why the 
latter is so much ran upon, althongli found to be TCiy 
prejttdiciai to the human frame. Dt. James, I thiidr^ 
somewhere declares. That whatever virtues are ascribed 
to tea, qr howev^ useful as a medicine it may be ill 
China, he is verj?* certain, that cither the tea; or tlie 
water^ or both, are extremely prejudicial as an haUtiial 
drink in England, in so much so, that he (hiniseU*) had 
known many hysterical cases relieved, and some cnised,- 
hy leaving off tea, withoi^ taking ftny remedy whatever; 
land, in one partteulary wbicb was attended with terriUe 
convul^ns. Let the properties of tea be what they 
may^ I do »ot mean to trouble myself about them, 
leaving it to otbers who have mose leisure and aire more 
capable of ehuoidating tlie subject. However, the most 
ipnocent way, L &Bcy, of using k^ is acccNrding to the 
(Kriginal Scqtch fashion, which I hate frequently beard 
related, though I cannot vouch for the ti:utb of it. 
You piay have heard of this circumstance. It is thus : 
A North Briton brought a couple of pounds of it home 
to his mother as a va^able present ; the honest woman 
jnvited her neighbours to partake of the rarity, which 
she boiled all togetfier^ like Ao/T, in an iron pot, and 
.threw the water away ; the Icave^, after mixing them 
with a lump of good butter, of her ain kirning, she put 
.before Jipr visitoTs, who> as the tale says, thought it 
ferra gwrfe /-^— ThiB extraordinarj" leagth of this letter 
i>ids.i{iesay 

Vak. 
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LETTER V* 



Argument deduced from Antiquity, to evince that th^ 
Qlinmte is no impediment to the JnAistry of ths 
Whites — Extraordtjmry hngevityT-^CHmate Hea/th^^^ 
Debauchery and Intemperance destructive — Conduct 
0f tht European-^Modf, of choosing Mistressts-^ 
M^tdions thereon — A. Creolian metjiod of acquiring 
a Fortune by ablocating Prostitfite&^JVest India 
Teeperm a common h^trvm^Philadelpkian method of 
getting Slavt&-r'Carcer of the European — Salacity 
and festivity how fatal-^Diseases and Mortality 
among the Negroes — Mai d'E^tomac^ orDirt Eatit^ 
— Its Origin and Effects^ 



, HeadrQuarteri, Puektp ps Espama, JFei, zSoj,- 

PEAR SIR, 

JriAyiJ^JG in my preceding letters giveii 
you a superficid view of the colcfny tod its productions, 
I shall now proceed to state my reasons yvfiy I thihk a 
tVhite Population would thrive. 1 do not inean to say 
much respefcting the slave irJwle, b\it to enquitfe into thfe 
hesl account to which this Island could be tdrned> iii 
every view of colonial and national policy. To etdtJ- 
vate it would require an importation of more than 
^6,000 Negroes, independent of those already on it, 
lirliom I shall, for the ss^e of argui^ent, calculate at 



60,000, which, I believe, ia not fer distant from thd 
friith ) however, if the attempt is made ib cultivate it 
with slaves, the destruction of those unhappy objects 
will not be much short of 1,000,000.— Alas ! a million 
too many ! People who are not acquainted with th6 
itir and climate of the Island, or, who ar6 interested in 
the slave trade, will be apt to condemn the plan and itrf 
beneficial effectis, and will say^ that ^^ all hot countries 
" are a bar to the personal industry of the White cul- 
" tivators.** We know that indolence forms the dis- 
tinguished trait of ihe inhabitants of such countries ; 
ttnd that mariy writers have laid it down as an axiom, 
that they must be indolent frotn necessity, inert iii 
body, and, from analogy, inert in mind and charac- 
ter. This doctrine of indolence, is, in all probability, 
foutided on the opihion we have of Asiatic effeminacy, 
ferigirially transmitted to us by* the Greeks and Romans; 
Brit upon what fiicts were these opinions built ? Wer^ 
they discriminately fitted, or, likfe those of the modemsi 
grounded only on vague and general ideas ? Had th^ 
ancient writers, in their time, a more accurate know- 
ledge of the Countries Ihey pretend to describe, than we 
have of them at this period ? Are tire, then, justified iii 
founding on their report an hypothesis difficult td 
Establish ffom Otnr own itniUfedkte examination ? Admits 
Hn^ the facts as we receivie them from history. Were 
the Assjrrians, whO»e ambition and iVars during .fivfe 
hundred yedi^i tihrew Asia into cohfusion-^the Medes, 
^ho shook off tfie yoke cind dispo^ssfed theni — thfe 
^fersians, who, uhder Cyrus, within the spabe of thirty 
"yfears, extendted their feonquests fronj the Indus to the 
M^itertahean-^were thesci I stiy, ittert and indolent 
people ? May #e not oppose to this systfeni thfe Phoeni- 
t^Bm, vfho, for so many .^enturifes, "wtxt iit ife^ possession 



70 TKAVELS IN TWNIDAD* /^/.^.J 

of the whole conimeroe of the ancieuts r — tiie Paliny- 
lienians^ of whose industry we posstess sych stupendous 
mpnunjients ? — the Carduclii, of Xeqophon, who braved 
the power of the Great Kiug, in the very heart of his 
Empire f — the Parthiansj those unconquerable rivals of 
Rome ? — ^and even the Jprvis, who, limited to a little 
state^ never ceased to struggle for a thousand years 
against the most powerful Empires f If men of tliese 
nations were inert, what is activity I If they were active 
where ^let me ask you) th^ influence of climate ? Why, in 
the same countries, where so much energy was displayed 
in former times, do we at present j^d such profound in«r 
dolence ? Why ^re the modern Gi'eeks so debased^ amid 
the very ruins of Sparta and Atbeos, apt! in the fields 
of Marathon and Thermopylae } 

Will it be alleged that the climate has dianged? Bu$ 
where are the proofs ? Supposing, however, this to be 
true, it must have changed by singular fits- The cli.- 
mate of Persia must have altered g?:eatly from Cyrus 
to Xerxes — ^that of Athens from Aristides to Demer 
trius Phaleres — ^and that of Rome from Scipio to Sylla, 
and from Sylla to Tiberius. The climate of the Portu- 
guese must have changed since the days of Albor 
querque, and that of the Turks since Solymau. If 
indolence be peculiar to the southern countries, how 
are we to account for a Carthage in Africa, Rome in 
Italy, and the Buccaniers at St. Domingo i — ^^Vhy do 
we meet with Malays in India, and the Bedouins i^ 
Arabia? Why too, at the same period, and under the 
5ame sky, do we find a Sybaris near Crotona, a Capua 
in tjie vicinity of Rome, and a Sardis contiguous to 
Miletus? Whence is it that we see, under our own 
eyes, and in Europe itself, northern governments as 
languid as the southern i ^^ Why," »ays Volney^ '^ ixx 



• our own Empire, are the southern mote active t^n 
*^ die northern Provinces ? If the same ei&cts are observ- 
** able under directly contrary circumstances^ and difFe^ 
'^ rent effects under the same circumstances, what be* 
'• comes of those pretended princij^ ? What is the in- 
^ fhience of climate ? — And what is to be understood 
^ by activity i 

*' It is only to be accorded of warlike nations ! Wa» 
^ Sparta, when not engaged in war, to be esteemed 
** inert? What do we mean by hot countries and bad 
^ climates ? Whem are we to draw the line of cold and 
" temperate^ healthy and unhealthy ? Let the partizan^ 
'* of Montesquieu ascertain this, that we may hencc- 
" forward be enabled to determine the quantity of 
^^ energy in a colony, or a nation, by the temperature ; 
'^ and at what degree of the thermometer we are to fix 
^ its aptkude to slavery or freedom."* 

Tlie advocates of the Slave Trade in England, sup- 
ported tiieir principal argument on tlie fallacious idea 
eateilained of the heat and insalubrity of the climate ; 
mid will hold out the same doctrine to prevent a white 
population in this Island. Believe me. Sir, it is not the 
effects of the climate that renders residence within the 
tropics fetal ; for living instances of longevity are evident 
proofs to the contrary. There is a Spaniard settled in the 
^neighbourhood of St. Joseph dc Onma, who has at- 
tained the extraordinary age of 120 years ; notwith- 
standing his great age, his natural feculties are still un- 
impaired, and he is not only active, but intelligent. 
I>oes this appear as if climate were fatal ? Tlie reverse ; 
and so fascinating the climate appealed to the first 
Spanish settlers, that they distinguished this Isliuid by 
thp name of Paradise ! ^ 

• Volney's Travels io Egypt and Syria, ?d vol. 463, 
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It is owiBg much more to the eiccesfies to which tho 
Europeans usimlly abandon themselves on their first ar^ 
rival, than to any inherent ill-rquality in the climate it- 
self. Debauchery and intemperance!, destroy more 
than die simple climate. ♦' No sooner/ says the exqel* 
lent divine and moralist I have already quoted/ ^' do 
" we pass the line which temperance has dr^wn, than 
^^ pernicious effgcte come forward and she»f thiejaiselves< 
'^ Could I lay open to your view the n;u>n^ments of 
'^ death, they would read a lecturje jug^ ffiyppr of mode- 
'^ ration, much piore powerfiil tihao any thaJt the n^osl 
'^ eloquent preacher could give^ YotU \^o.uId behpW 
*^ the graves peopled with the victims of intei9per^ce« 
*^ Yould would behold those chambers qf dgrlsn^ss hi|ng 
f*^ round, on every side,, with til? trophies of luxury, 
^5^ (kunkenness, and sensusdi^y. So nt^^^roiijs would 
'^ you find the martjTS of iaiquity, that it jnay safely 
.'^ be asserted, whei'e w^r and pestilen^ce have slaip their 
^^ thousands, intemperate plea3Ui>e Xm 4^ its top 
^^ thousands.'' 

Salacity, which in Ew^and constitutes a mpr^I sin^ 
and is in .it3elf, a ruinous pa^on, is hcr/e, as it were, 
metamorphosed into a source of Ju^^tive speculatJ^qn. — 
Ko wonder, when the example i^ set by deJeg(Ued a^th^ 
rityi^iht^X those under Ins commimd, ^oul4 follow it ; be- 
cause, one of the West India metlijods pf acquiring ^ 
fortune. It is a brandi indeed of.pubjic prpsj>eAity, 
founded on vice, that saps the foundation .of j|^oi*als; 
moderation and the precepts of mond virtue, arc ex*- 
pungcd from the mind to pursue tlje specii^tion. 

*Tis but by parts we follow good or ill ; 

For vice, or virtue, self dil^cts it still. 

Po?E. 

* Dr. BLAiit 
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On the am^ of the European^ his first object is^ to 
look out for a mistress^ either of the blacky yellow^ or 
livid'kind. As there are plenty in tlie market^ he has no 
difficulty to encounter. After pleasing his tJEiste, he bar- 
gadns for her, in the same manner you would for a colt 
ih Smithlield, either with the mother or the proprietor, 
for a certain sum of money. He supports this wretched 
companion of his solicitude in all her extravagance ; she 
denies him nothmg, and he is equally generous in return; 
— ^free from the trammek of all moral restraint, he is at 
once launched into the labyrinth of guilty fascination. 

Misled by the facinorous disposition of others, and 
those false doctrines, which grant an unlimited licence 
to foHow the depravity of inclination, vice soon becomes 
so familiar, as to be considered a virtue. The important 
duties of religion are banished from the mind i so that 
God is forgotten in the riot betwixt Lust and Mammon. 

The traveller can^ see no signs whatever of such a day 
as Sunday, — ^no trace of Christianity, — ^no respect for mo- 
rality. On the day called Sunday, the stores are open for 
the transaction of business till dinner time, — the restof the 
day is spent in dancing, playing,billiards, 8cc. Instead of 
Christianity, he is shocked at the constant display of bru- 
tality ; and in the room of morality, he sees vice arrayed 
in putrefaction. To me, nothing evinces the folly and 
frailty of human nature more, than a shameful neglect 
of all moral and religious duties. What a benign idea 
does a religious qonduct excite ! It stimulates the exal- 
tation of human nature ; inspires the love' of truth and 
benevolence ; and enforces the practice of charity. Re- 
ligion also teaches us to love our fellow-creatures, whether 
black ot white, to refine our passions, and reduce them 
lo the obedience of reason. It will encourage and in- 
crease the energies of friendship, and add tenderness to 

K 
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the tieS of ccmjugal aiSfectloii. What^fer out grcfat 
philbsopherS may advance, as Df Mably very justly ob- 
serves, all depeiids upon the morals ; and the deeper foii 
search into the operation of jyolitics, the more yoti will 
be convinced of it. But tiow. Sir, I find such an habi- 
tual i^egligence of every thing that i^ good, aUd sTuch a 
superior inclihatioii for that which is eyil, that thfe fefol:? 
^atidn of theiii #ou]d he m6r6 than ttercurean lajbibtlt. 

Vice, IS a monster 6f so IHghc^ lUi^p, 
ASf to be batedy njseds b^t to be sfeen; 
Yet SO0D9 too oft, fiunilkr widi her &09y 
We first epduxiey then pity, tbep einbracek 

POFSb 

It is ii) vain to dwell on this subject, as far a^ it regards 
this isfand, for the depraved example the inhabitants 
have had before thjeir eyes for six years past, is so riveted 
in their minds, that it woiild require a rieW irace of meqi 
to eradicate the cpntagibii of vice. Surely of dH tfie sub- 
jects of observation any country affords, the moral cha- 
racter of its inhabitants is unquestionably the most im- 
portant. In other parts df the wotld, the inquiry is vfery 
jaifficiilt to pursue ; it is not sufficient to liiakfe a barren 
investigation into fabts j this rieal object is, to peiletrate 
into the various causes and relations, to discover the 
ppen oi: latent, the remote or ihunedlatie springs, which 
produce in men those hafcits of action. But here, in- 
deed, there is no difficulty, for the spring of action is as 
clear as day^ to the view of every traveller ; yet, ft is iie- 
pessary for huri to be circumspect, without being timid; 
as the rjeadeir, who is 6blige<i to read with the eyes ot* 
others, should watch attehtively. Both th^ reasonings o!p 
his guide, and the (ieductfonshe may feel inclined to draw 
• himself. If yoii and I kttend to this aphoiism (I hope we 
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shall), we sliall ,be able to uaderstand each pther> at leas^, 
.if you caa commaad sufiicient patience to follow me 
through the putrid epring I am going to wade- 

There is. Sir, ia this place, as well as every other sea<» 
port to^a in ^he West Indies, free feipale blacks and 
mulatto^, who acquire considerable wealth, merely by 
ablocating prostitutes. The taverns ^here you lodge 
(with few exceptions) are kept by coloured females, and, 
yquld .be properly called bouses of ill fame in any civi- 
lized jiiart of the world. The only decent tavern in this 
place, is kept by a worthy little Highlander^ of the name 
pf ^^Kay, whose njipral rectitude, and propriety of con- 
4actj axe too conspicuous for his own interest. Such i$ 
the pitch of West India depravity^ that, because he does 
mi l^eip m assortment of ladies of easy virtue in his 
hpu^e, he does not ^^eet with encouragement; whereas, 
g^aoth^ house, with a large sign to decoy the unwary, 
*' The Biitish Cqfee*house,'^ and kept by a mulattoe 
wppx^n^ of the name of Pjeery, m^eets with every en- 
(?o^ri^^ent she cpuld anticipate, because she hag an 
.a3^j;tiPi.ent of /lymphs for th^ accommodation of her gen- 
Jtkmen Ipid^ers. Indee;d, Sir, according to the Wesit 
Judia pditq^les of ^puomy, she would be considered as 
4evi|atiQ^ from it, and ja weighty reproach if she did 
Aot kei^ c^v.ery thing suitable for accommodating her 
ffi^^. ia coDa^quenpe of keeping these sporting 
joymphs in her *' British Cc^ee-house" I find, though ijt 
is in&vtely tl^^ woi;$t provided in €yery thing .ejse, and 
JEUugb tinpjce .^i^avs^gapt, it ^ better attended tha^ 
H%ay*s ; which is ftop^r jaroof of the depravity of thje 
.qi9j^Qf thpse who freic^uent 9uch houses, 

4,Wocating prostitutes for jiyaricious pmpoi^s, is aa 
,o)di;us}»ip. We i^re told by VMlon, th^t he tpund the 
j>rA^c^^^ tb9,a^%jlftdcedy^.i^ ifi the Bay of 
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Sveiy ]ad whp x^omes out bpiind to i^erve infts^Qpe^ 
bix^ ^ jpro5,litute, with vbom be shares J^is Jjed ; and^ 
][>etween salacity f«i4 intemperance, debilit^^tes bi^ cpn^ 
rtiUiU9n beJ5oj;e it has time to arrive at rsiaturity. A& 
lor tjbexiativp creple, a female x^oflipaniQu b provided fo/r 
him fro^ S^9^g tbe slavey pf tbe family, ^ ao e^rl^ 
s^, to preyegit bi^ gou;ig ajstray tp iucreasie tjiie stock ojF 
Jf^ j^c^ghbo^rs^ ,t(j) .tbi? ip^Aif^ ^jur^ of bis.PWQ pror 

I bave ^qmewbere seen ^ calculatiop, wbic^ weat 49 
prove, that out of 100 living meq, we if^y^t expect ^^ tp 
4if|.exery jear,. ^et us apply this ratio to Trin,id^. 
J^or inatwce^ .qi^ of every 10.0 white m^a that arrive i^ 
4;^ ccMirs^ pf a year, ^e 3bajl suppose 20 will die qf 
Q^Q^j^ witbia ^hp -y^fu:. Well^ Sir^ I have m,ade a cjeJcm- 
J^^tiQ^, which l^wnly believe, 4s a correct pqe, tbat SO 
perish in that ^p^riodj. 1^ various di^ases, which xaipiiy 
ftoBji the deleterious a#id m^niaeal efljec^ of, salacity a«v? 
ifll^enypei-anfie. 

Most (if iupt all) pf tlji^e W^^t ^adi^ pbu^t^? are, mpr? 
,Qr less^ addicted to this, social, fqstiye vjiq^ a^^ a vice^ 
beyond any ot^ber^^t to draw ia pjBo^i<2 J^j tbe exam- 
ple. The planter qcjl^qts bi^ circle, a,nd th^t. circle i^^tu- 
rally ^eads^so that they all ^vdate ejicb olber i^ .cor- 
rupting every .ijiew corner* The ixeque^t ^^]s yo^ befff 
of in the West Indies aye, ^^p^mvf^ -^ng tp this dele- 
terious vipje. I bave seep persi^s a^ddicte^ to,ftxcessivf 
jdriaking, v^ tbe i^teirvals of spbr^ty, labouring uflder the 
j^pressive circa jimcarclia, w,bi<4^ excepd^ t^ or^inpxy 
patiience of human aatufe tp eniflfUrfi, ^t is ,po wajr 
relieved but by a rej^et^tion o^ tjb^^^mp eroe^i^re liba- 
tion. 

Though the new imported negroes do not indulge the vice 
•f drunkenness, yetl find'tbe^pecistxiu greater proportion 



than the uhsea^hedBarop^msf. Ayopngin^aicilgaide- 
pidii, a nephew of thecelcbrabed Dt. J^ner, Monned iri^, 
dtiritig Ks attertclance at a plantatten in the dfetricfe of ffa^ 
forima^ ttastdtit of £70 field negroes, 80 died the last 7^^. 
TTiis is surely a great mortality, afed a great fe^ tt) thfe 
jJatiter; whtth ii neither thfe feiilt of bad food ti6r bad 
car^; a^ iW f)lahter hds S^tadred, m a gftet degree, tl46 
c'omfefts of iiii slavfes. llie niost regmnt malady aihodgf 
tfem is, trhat tfee Frtnch Mi nthl S e^ontetc. No me^ 
thbd has been fonnd dut tb preVieht their indulging a de^ 
ptktity bf taste; it prompts them to devour, withthfe 
iftost Sensual avidity, almost 6Very thing that fjdh in iJieif 
way, patticularly lumps of clay > — it begms ttrith ah woit/i, 
and ends in a marasmus, that baffles the knowledge of 
tb(B sons of Esculapius*. 

* Max* ix' estomac». Cachexia Africana, or the stomach 
disease of the negroes. 

tt is astonishing how little medical men are infonned respecting 
thisdisease, and how slovenly it is passed over by medical authors, 
fir. Hunter passed it over with a dash. The authors oi the Medical 
and Physical Journal, vol. ii, 172, merely stated the symptoms, aha 
a sort of cure loosely ; and Mr. Edwards, in his History of the l^est 
Indies, treats it in thd like manner, adding, <^ the best and only re- 
medy is kind usage and wholesome animal food — Perhaps a steel 
^rink maj be of some service! P* Lasdy, Dr. WinterBottom t — he 
ought to be excused, for in Africa he had no opportunity of observ- 
ing the disease, but among the children, which might be seen in 
England among even our grown up misses. The reader, if a medical 
one, I hope will pardon me, should i presume to hazard an opinion 
on the origin of it in the male negroes, when I say, that it is owing 
to the constant, cruel castigadon they experience in the field and else- 
vhere, from the inhuman task-master, causing an enntUi or marasmus 
of the Nostalgia kind, which creates this preternatural taste for dirt- 
catbg. On recurring to the MS. of my travels through the United 
States of America, I find I have noticed this disease under the head 
of MaUuUe Ecossoisf which proceeds from an ardent desire in the 
HigUandera of Scotland to re-visit their native hills. I have seen 
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There are a great many things that contribute to shor-* 
ten the life of the unfortunate negro^ . in which may be., 
noticed^ the change of climate^ bad habit of body^ aided 
in many instances by unwholsome regimen ;— -the mass 
of his blood is frequently so corrupt, that the slightest 
scratch degenerates, into a dangerous wound. I have 
carefully examined the difierent countenances of these, 
unhappy beings during their landings and in the penn be*^ 
fore they were «old. One half, wiA downcast looks, 
portrayed a broken heart. Pray when does the legis- 
lature mean to abolish this traffic f I wish some of your 
advocates in the House had only a peep at the 500 naked 
beings now selling before my eyes. Oh! my God! 

how — -— 

Farewell. 



inany of them in several parts of America labouring under the afHic- 
toon of this disorder^ occasioned by disappointed hopes, and the bar- 
barous usage of the slave-master, to whom they were originally sold 
for the payment of their passage, and from whose infernal gripe they 
were never able to extricate either themselves or their children. The 
thoughts of being thus held in hard and hopeless bondage, together 
with the brutality of their tyrants, brings on a gradual ennm^ whfch 
tempts diem to end their miserable existence by suicide, when dirt- 
earing, and a constant libation of Tankie-rumy does not speedily effect 
their liberarion from their ill-fated captivity. It b the same witK 
the negroes, but far more violent from the nature of their bonjdag^. 
I could r^y wish to pursue this important inquiry further, and. elu- 
cidate the subject properly, but, I am precluded, from the nature of 
the situation in which thb note appears. 
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Tic sUuqtion of the Scotch Highlander, <mc2 tbp^ West 
jfndia Negro, collated^-Remark$ on the State of the 
Mighle^d Redemptioners in the United Sfate^ -^j/tue^ 
Hca-T-J H^int to future Mmigmnts-^Trimdad recom- 
mended — Its J^rther j^dv^ntages explaiu^d—lifeccs^ 
mries of Idfe-^Cvliikary Veg^ahle%^ S^^r^Description 
of the Cocp Tree, its J^dicinal Firtues^Tbe Method of 
ixtractit^ Suri, and distilling Arac — Capiyi Tree^- 
P^ragUay^ or South-Sea Tea; its Firtues^ljtangrove 
Treer^Mangrove Oy stirs — History of the Flamipgo* 



figARSHU 

As I am now going to collate the situa- 
tk»i of the European labourer, with 4ihe negro in this 
Si^$ J9^ wiD permit me tq recall to vi^\^ sopie of the 
. obseryations I made on my tour from London tpthp 
Highlands of Scotland in 1798, which excited in yom* 
.]w)soip^ sjcich Sympathy and concern fpr a sober, harmless, 
and much injured people. And now that I have ocular 
demop$tr9'tion of th^ situation of the n^gro, I am con- 
Vinp^d oif the justness of fljie comparison I drew ^t that 
J^od. jifie ppndition of the negroes is much to be en- 
vied, wl^en compared to the pjredial slaves oir 3C|lIags in 
" ■ ' ' l' " ^ ' 
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the Highlands and Isles of Scotland. The Highlander 
. is more deplorably circumvented with extreme poverty^ 
and a petty tyranny, arising from immemorial usages^ es- 
tablished in times of feudal oppression ; ^ith feelings 
more acute than the negro^ he is more sensible of the 
pangs of misery^ because secluded inndaire from the be- 
nign influence of the British laws and government. It 
is a melancholy picture^ and no less a melancholy fact, 
that Highlanders will not be thought of until it is too 
late ; for how many hundreds, nay, thousands of them are 
in bondage in the United States of America, prefemrig, 
in a state of desperation, slavery abroad rather than at 
home. In America, the boasted land of freedom, 
they sell their persons to pay their passages. — ^Yes! 
>— present themselves as indented vagabonds before up- 
start, and of course, insolent^ magistrates, to submit to 
fetters, and transferred to oppressive masters, by whom 
they are treated worse than our beasts of burden. Yes, — 
I have seen, with an aching heart, families and indivi* 
duals who, twenty years ago, sold their liberty for six 
years, continue still in slavery, and what is worse, will be 
so during life. The fraudulent slave-master, taking 6n 
early advantage of their simple, easy credulity, keep 
them in debt, so that they have no power to extricate 
themselves. 

I have heard of others, who to put an end to their tor- 
ments^ commit the most horrible suicide, extinguishing 
at once their families. If they nin away, and are taken, I 
have seen them flogged, and worked in chains during 
day, shut in their manacles during night, as criminals. 
This, Sir, is the prospect of those who emigrate to the 
fag end of the world as redemptioners. To return to my 
position in the Highlands ; the Scallag, so called, Whether 
male or female^ is a poor beings who, for mere subsists 
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ence, becomes a predial slave to either the landholders 
tenant, or sub-tenant. Hie Scallag builds his own hut 
With sods and boughs of" trees, when he can get them. 
If he is sent, which is frequently the case, from one part 
of the country to another, he moves off his sticks to ena- 
ble him to form a new hut. JP'ive days in the week he 
jfhust work for bis master, the sixth is allowed for him- 
gelf*, for the cultivation of some miserable scrap of land^ 
on the verge of some irioss or heiath, on which he raised 
A little colewOrt, barley, and potatoes. Ithese boiled up 
together in one mash, often without salt, are his only 
food, except in the season, and on those days when he can 
iatch fish, which I have known him obliged to eat fre- 
quently without either bread or salt;— ^when he has 
bread, it is made of the flour of either oats or barley. He 
is allowed coarse shoes, with tartan hose, and a doarse 
icoat, with a blanket or two f6r cloathirig. In reading 
the foregoing, it will naturally occur to you, that the 
Scallag works only five days in the week for his master 
out of the seven, and that he has two to provide for him- 
self ; but you will please to recollect, that throughout 
the whole of Scotland, and all its appendages, Sunday, 
Or as they call it. Sabbath, is celebrated by a tOrtal <:jessa- 
fion from all labour and all amusepierits. 

The comforts of the negro are far superior, because his 
Wants iire fewer and easiefr obtained ; the labourer is 
better clad, as it is aii object of necessity ; the negro h^ 
iio need of cloths, the habit with him is merely ani afti- 
cle of luxury. The cottage of the labourer is larger and 
better furnished, which being fep&ired iH s^jmrher, and 
wanned in winter, together With bis fiimiture, &c. absorb 
Ho inconsiderable part 6f his scarity earnings. He must 
jprovide food, fuel, remnant, discharge bis rent, and other 
tontingencies, perhaps toctimbered with a ntunerotis 
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family : alj diese things are provided for the negro, and 
his family taken care of. The cares of the world never 
disturb his repose. 

The labourer, by numerous privations, of diligent in- 
dustry, can scarcely succeed to acquire a moment's ease^ 
before a melancholy presage of the future intervenes, 
and siderates his fugitive delights. An increasing fami- 
ly, and old age approaching, enervate the arm that must 
shortly succumb in the combat he has yet to wage ; 
poverty, and, all its concomitant train of evils, pre^ 
deeply on his mind, and prevent a ray of happiness from 
smiling in his lancinated imagination :— When iying, 
he may well say, that his '' shortened span of life was not 
illumed with a single ray of comfort." 

t do not mean to deny that the negro has his share 
pf sufferings also; it is, however, a negative share. 
He is Tiot only exonerated from the caie of providing for 
tlic present^ but tor the future. The only thing he 
can complain ofj is, the hardships necessarily attachecl 
to Ui^ condition. When he eats his banana, he goes 
coplciUediy to sleeps the world or its cares have no effect 
oh lih mind 3— though a hurricane or a fire destroy the 
sanguiue anticipation of his tyrant; though volcanos 
jngulf towfls and cities ; though war and pestilence suc- 
ceed with all their horrors.; all that is nothing to the 
iieEjrOj^ — he i^jls in ilie posture of contentment, smoaking 
his inpCf auci viewsj with a tranquil mind, the siderated 
^prospects of a whole generation, — ^therefore, the unhap- 
ijjfijess of the uegm is local and negative ; that of the 
JHighland labourer universal and positive. 

IL i^ tnip", ihc llij^hland labourer enjoys a sort of legi- 
.timate. freedom; but,, what is freedom to him? Whatever 
way be may attempt to move^ in order to tetter his con- 



dition^ he witf^ from ihd want of^ Appetidkht tneans^ be' 
pushed back to the vortex of Wretchedness, fl:6m wMoh 
he ardently anticipated an escape. 

Agam, the dependance of the labourer Is ^p6ii tfefe tto^ 
certain retribution of uncfertain labours. EV^h tbe inOst 
active industry cAn barely jirovide for his fionlly jfrom 
day to day ; ^ J)recarious sfette of health, tdgeth^r with 
many contingent circumstances^ predicate a gloomy 
ph%^et, whicJi mmt corroiJe his iriind^ the&iSfffio inuAi 
bverWhelih6d with the hbrtors df Impettdirrg wyttdieS-* 
ness. fie may well be allowed to say — ' 

*^ :te>«te$8^ to 0mt<m itetixQuglit* of «6-miiRtM^ 

In 'Jrinidad the labourer's wants would be f educed to a 
mere trifle^ and^ with a little industry^ lie might oxpe* 
-tience aU^ the comforts of Recent competency. 

The necessaries of life 'aff" yej^^abwdwt. Tb^ beefg 

irhick: k plentifimy sillied ^oni the. jnai%. .i$ jttther 

't<etti>, VBuisda is iniplmly^ mA k toiesablyoge0di:l9it tbe 

p6r& isr t^el(6ioii^> ai^^d^ <{be>tAdro<»]^iir f^diilogr;^^!^ 

we 'numerotis ; tiifehiWsh^ %heti ye^g, H^4me&mA 

equal to eittier the'WeIdh 'or Highland tttiitttm; tJ»6 

-poultry, except the pipta<ioj» is inditfeirem ; fish is m 

"^^eiiafotoidaiiice and vari^j^i ^Ad turtle particularly so. 

Culinary vegiitirirfea ate: tnii^ better tlm -in £urpp^ 

bvt neUUorvo v^orioitt JMHr-se-abuiidaiit. Them is^kind 

ttf' ^MiJ^;^<iS! ^wh^^tH^iaaakft tmhkm^,tWTf 4^ 

iSM ibHYite;^c^oH£r*^t^*^ 'Mfl m&mg^^ Te<t * dMf 

}e fenisirket the igndum, tn(^tt^i^t, W *i«!faft 



86 TRAVBLS IN TRINlBAD. [Let.^ 

kale, palate, baoanfi*, plantsunf, breadfruit, artichokes 
asparagus, water-oresses, pulse, sorrel, parsley, and pease 
of various kinds, but none of tbem resembling those in 
England, with a variety of roots, &c. 

Fruits grow in great plenty, (oranges and lemons al-* 
ready mentioned), shadocks, mammees J, soursops, papas^ 
pine-apples |, custard-apples^ star-apples, prickly-pears, 

* .The bai^UuK]?ee, a species of the musa, grow^ plendfiiUy in all 
the West India islands, and bears a fruit six or nine inches long^ 
covered, when ripe, with a yellow and tender skin. Its leaves arc 
two yards long, and about twelve inches wide, and the fruit gro^ 
Upon a stalk about six yards high ; each stalk bearing only one single 
duster or bunch,* whldi: consi^'«af!f<3rtyi>r fifty bananas«> Wheel 
the buAch is gathered, they cm offibfiStAlky (M^rwise it would bear 
no raocs fruit. fFhe pulp of d» fruit is as soft as marmalade, and of 
a very plea^t taste^-and it is ^id U^ be ^very nouri$hmg, to excite 
urine, and to provoke venery. There are two trees of this name, one 
is called the fig-tr^ banana, a fi)g-tree of Adam, Y^fli^/ to be thefor* 
hidden fruit )i and (iUfiers from the other dnly in the nature and qua^ 
Uty ofits fruit. 

t Thefruit of the plantaizi-treeis riot fnndi Aniike the ba!idna,«tthar 
to ta^e or shap^^ only it is somewhat longer. 

' % a^t mommee-treti is tall and strait bodied, without knots or 
Hmbs, for »x%y or^ seventy feet, bar afterwaxds spreading into several 
noil bnmefae% growing thick afd ^pse together. The bark is of a 
^Mi^ g^y^c^lour, thiclfr and rough* its fruit thicker than a quince, 
round, and covered with a thick rijod. When the 6uit is ripe, t&e 
rind is yellow^^and will peel off like leather, but before it is brittfl?. 
tJnder th^ rind of the pulp it is also yellow, atid ift the noddle are two 
hrge stones, flattish, and each of them bigger than aa ahuond $ tlie 
^rmitsnaeUsweMyand the taste it not d]99l^:ieeable. * 
^ § 11^anana^,orpme<ipple,sacalbdiromtiien8eiBfahacetotle 
eonesof the pities and fits^ is of dl others t(^ most delicious fruit, 
aad grows spdntaneovs* It is the i»x>duct of an^erbaceons plants 
widi teives like au aloe, and the top of the 6iiit is adorned with a ht 
tie crown, and also with a fittle bunch of kaves* The pulp is fibt)ft 
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dllicada-pears^ melons^ pompions^ gQavas||, with other 
tropical firnits* 

Mrs, Fullartpn shewed me one day some excellent 
fresh butter^ made a few miles from hence^ at oae of the 
vallies, not far inferior lo the Cambridge butter. 

Along the shore of Goco Bay, there is a considerable 
number of palm or coco-trees, whose species is not niEir 
tural to the island. It is said that a launch coming from 
the Orinoco^ laden with these trees^ was wrecked in 
this bay^ by which accident they were planted^ and 
continue to multiply. 

Coccus, or C0C08, in botany, the name of a genus of 
plants of the palms pkss, called in the Hortus Mala- 
baricns^ teugOf It is one of the most remarkable and 
usefril productions of the Indies ; grows straight^ withoi^t 
any branches, till near its summit^ and ordinarily is thir^ 
or forty feet high> of a spongy kind of wood^ and yields 
fruit thrice aryear^ and those often as big as a manV 
head. The leayes, which are of a great length, and ter- 
minate in a pointy serve the i^egroes to cover then: houses 

bat diffi>lve8 in the moudi, and has the fine ttste of ilie peach, the 
qaince, and the nmscadine grape combined. I have been tdd that 
the Indians make a wine of the juices almost equal to roahnsey sackt 
and has the like intoxicating effects, I have tasted some pine-apple 
brandy at the house of Mr. John Lamy, a respectable merchant in 
Philadelphia, which was sent to him as a present from Havannah, of 
the most exquisite flavour. The fruit is esteemed cordial, good 
against a nausea, raises and exhibrates the spirits, and provokes 
urine $ but it is not proper for women in a pregnant itate^ being apt 
tooccastonaixvtxni. Acocfec^oftheananais^aidto be<^8or* 
vice to restore a decayed or broken poQstitation*. . ^ , , 

Q Hie guava resembles our peach, only the outside is rotiglMer,aad 
thm is no stone within, but kernels less than those of apples. Th!^ 
fiwt is reckoned ao esKeUeat mediciDe against die flux* 
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with, and for many other^ purposes. Above the leaves, 

^arise several shoots as thick as a man's arm^ and on the 

top of all grows a large excrescence, in form of a cabbage, 

excellent to eat^ and ikr exceeding our dnest cabbage in 

'flavour. From the sides, and upper part of the cabbage, 

■ there likewise shoots out a cluster of pods, containing 

some small kernels, tasting exactly like our walnut. The 

nnls, which are the fruit of the cocch-treey hang In du^ers 

finir or five together ; before they are ripe, they contain 

a clear, cooling water or milk, which in timd condenses to 

a pulp, and becomes an excellent food; it likewise 

affords an oil, equally good either for the lamp or the 

table. The sbett of the niit is made into bowls, spoons, 

and several ' othet utensils. In the Eiust Indies, the 

natives extract ■ a liquor from this tree, which is 

caHed' suri, of a grateful taste, and intoxicates like 

wine ; ilis sweet when newly extracted, but by standing 

atill .a'!itt)e tirhe,' it becomes more acid. From this 

•liquor is distifled' a watfer or spirit; that will bum when 

• dirown in the fire Kke* brandy. The' ^uri is,' what some ' 

authors,! apprehend, mention tinder the nameoftodtfy,-^ 

from whence Lockyer affirms the East Indians distil the 

-)yiiitw^4g ii ft n » j Wt»»g<fPiWt^ judi^.froid far 

.all strong waters.. *¥iue^^ OMtiiod of bbtainiog- the: <un u^ 

'by makm^an mdl^on in the top of the capsule, that "bears 

|he flowers and the fruif, agd about fpuir Inches below, a|i 

ob^gujB ^cisipn is made in t|ie bark, from whence tb^ li- 

gijipr.fjfoj^p im ft \^^^ .bpj)«,*o f^^^M* l^That ^ pb i 

.^im^ v^:^^m^mg>w jM^t ^4 pli^^^Mt, ^j^ven 

^Qie dl^lifiioitt tJBiaii the milk of the:ni|t;ibitt Jlibat in the 
fv^iB%«l» «6 Ae^Kiiiat acid ; the next diy it grows sour, 
and on the third day it is enthrely acid. In order to 
Itiake viiie^ of this Hquor, the vessel that recSeives it is 
put ainong Hjpe^ for fifteen days; which exgites a vioJei^V 
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i^iTneiitaiipp, piuch ^oib ii» ^hrowqi wjf^ anfl . a iiirluti^ 
^fitter subsiding tfi tbe bottom^ t^e sun 13 obnig^^ iiitp 
ympgar. A sprt pf sugfr^ csJled jagray is s^so pce|)iaf ^ 
from surij by p^^tii^g iota it a su^cieqt5]^ptitit^x:|f Jime^ 
to tinge it of a reddish coloiti: ; th^e ligoQ; |s tbl^ boUe^i/ 
and stirred continually till it is inspissated^ whereby a 
red sugar is produced, which may be rendered white by 
repeated dissolutions and boilings. Itr medicinal vir- 
tues are ssud cq be highly beneficial l;o pbjthjbsical patieots^ 
or those whp labour tender any d^soi;der in th^ kidneys,, 
or a difficulty, of dischargipg their urine. Tbe liquor 
contained in the nut is good to pxtinguisU thirsty purifies* 
the bloodji cleanses the stomacbj», a^ords muchnourishT 
ment, and, \k an excellent drink in biliary jevers. To this 
account of the coco-tree andits.virtues, pi^rmitmiQ to Add 
some particulars of tbe method of ip^ing arc^c, a/s it jnay 
be the means of stiraulatihg some enterprisiug genius to 
malfe e:q)eriment$ of it in tills bland. He will be at. 
no loss to get plenty of surij as a multitude of islands 
at the mo;ath of the Orinoco^ I leam^ are eutirely covered 
with the cocd-tree. What is most remarkable pf these in- 
lands is^ that although they, lay inundated for six montha 
of the ye^r, and the tide covers them otherwise twice a-day, 
they are inhabited by Guarawms^ who have constructed 
commodious huts, on high j>Ues deeply driven in the 
mud, but many of them have constructed their huts 
in the coco-trees, which^ at the sameirtime^ ^^pplj ^lyem 
with food, drink, household furniture, canoes, nets, 
baskets. Sec. There are about six thousand of tbesm 
who live in this way, and,. I am ,told, are very 
expert fishermen. The chief places in the E$at for mak- 
ing arac are Goa and Batavia. At GO0 there xlre tbrpe 
kinds; single, double, and treble distilled: tjie. .double 
d^sfiUed, which is that cojnmoviy sent abrpad^is but a 
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weak Spirit compareil'with i3ae Batavia abac; yet/orf 
account of its peculiarly agreeable flavour^ is preforaWe'to 
all the other ah acs of. India, This is attribnted to the 
earthen vessels which are used in Goa to draw the spirit^ 
whereas icopper stills are used in Batavia. 
. «.... '"*' ♦> 

. J . Go^ MetJwd of making Arac. 

The jtice of the ^trees is not procured by tapping.^ 
The operator provides Himself with a parcel of earthen 
pots, smiilar to those called in the ^w^/V/e*. . iponkeys, 
\vit!i bellies and neclis riot unlike our ordinary wine hot- - 
ties, which he iiiakes fast to his girdle, or any o.t^xer place 
inoi^ convemeiil lo Tiimselfl Thus equippei^^lie climbs' 
up the trunk of *a coco-tree; when he cpmes to the 
boughs, he takes but Ms' knife, and, cutting off one off 
the small nobs or buttons, he applies the mouth of the' 
bottle to the w^oiind, fastening it to the bough with a 
bandage ; this he does in the same mann^ with the rest 
of his bottles, till the whole number is used. The ope- 
ration is always perforriied in the evening; descending 
from the tree, he leaves them till next morning, when he 
tdkes offlhe bottles mostly filled, and emptier the juice 
into a proper receptacle provided for the purpose. It is 
repeated every night until ti sufficient quantity is pro- * 
vided, and the whole being put together, is left fo fer- 
ment, which it soon does. When the fermentation is* 
over, and (he liquor, or wash, is become a little tart, it is 
put into the stilly and a fire being made, the 'still is suf- * 
fere J to work as long as there remains any considerable 
ta:?te of spin f In that whiclr pomes from'it.^ 

t have been infoimcd, but not with any degree of cer- 
tainfyj that the coPAifiA, CAPAHt, or capivi-tree," 
froiii which the etlebrated balsam is extracted, and* 
the TOLU Kkewise, are to be fbund in this valuable spot. 
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. In a converaatioa I had witjb w mtelligedt Spaaiar<^j^ 
i\ho bad travelled much of the banks of the Orinoco , h^ 
told me^ he found the plant which produces what is caUe^ 
the Paraguay tea, better known to jqu under the deno- 
xnination of Soitfh^ea tea; it grows to the usual hdght 
of about eighteen inches^ with slander l)ninches^'and 
leaves like those of sena. Of this occidental teAj var^ 
circa h(ec opino, however^ it is iufiised in hot water^ and 
communicatee to it a colour and smell nearly lik^ those 
of tbt^ best tea brought from China. There are trn^ 
kinds of tliis plant, paraguay and camm; the latter ia 
held in hi^er estimation, iand is one third dearer thaa 
the other. It is drunk by the richest of the Spaniards ^ 
the former is chiefly used by their domestics and slaves, 
but both are of much use, and of such necessity^ that 
nobody in the part where it gvows will live without tbenu 
In the mines of Potosi, we are told the slaves use it a$ 
the only remedy to counteract the iU. effects' of the 
mineral steams, that otherwise would suflbcate them. 
Th^t a$ it may jf the article is considerable in the commerce 
of that part of the world, and formerly the Jesuits wholly 
mpnopolized it to themselves. The virtue attributed to 
this te^, is; purifying iJl kinds of water,howeyer foul an^ 
ijorrupt. In crossing the deserts from Buenos Ayres to 
Feru aud Chiii:i it is ma^e use of to sweeten the J()a^ 
water, and drunk withouj any injury. In th^ scurvy 
and putrid fevers it is reckoned a jspecifiq, ' _ 

I have noticed tjiis plapt n^erely yr ith a view of r^om« 
mending the cultivation of it, prQvided government 
thought, it wise, tp establish a^hite population in this 
island, because it would, jin all probability, supierced^ our' 
unprofitable commerce with China in tjie article oitea, 
and therefore give employment \o hundreds of those un* 
happy b^ings^ who voluntarily yeiignofantiy involve t|iem?-. 



ifekes kt greater tnretchedness lit iJiis fkg edi 6f the 
creatJdfl, tmder tfre fetters 6f the K^orth Americsan' slkv^ 
ntsteter. 

Ilte.ittbit(n5ih«rt>k 
fivrf> }s the nitAtigrove^ (if Whieh there are ieviend sorts, 
tta6k, red, and tiWte, The Wack Is the W^est, and as 
i^ig as^ <5tir okfes, and geu^ly grdvrs to the height of 
ttom twtoty tl6 thirty feet ; it ii verj/ ii*f roeable timber, 
Btrt eitrttordJtfariiy h^y, eoh^c^rftfy fi6i? much titserf !rf 
fMidxtti. The red gr6^^ <itimrtronljr iy tfie Sea! srd^, i!if 
By icrews iiid tiveri f it |rro6eedff from several todtd^ 
mia Jbotit eight or teit fet^ itMt tn^grbiindy joiti^ thid 
61^ Ifihinft of bod;^; stSr that the <f ei6 »feeAi^ ^ if supported 
}ty so many artifichd itolfo;- ilie^ iiisidi of the bark k 
,M, mi is: ni^htis^a ifl the Wesi^fAdi^s tdi the piir- 
^6s^6ftairtiteglkkh&. The^iie, itx some instances; 
1^6^ i^tidly sfe* faf^, and I hate seeji ft n^ed here to 
ftike girii ii^ai^s df ; tfeey affe dl hideed of a very dura- 
Wir ttaiAre. On ttees of tfifs spfecie^, itbose leaves tit6 
Ibttg ^a flfeavy, 4efgftit!g tfbwtt thfe.bdughs into thfe 
lirater; dykteri are'eitg^teted U gr-feat cjuantities, wher^ 
^efgtS^ tilf drey arelai^^, and theri they canacft be 
ife{tef^t^ftcim tttf treg, but peb^fe cut oft the bought 
An *hich the dyfetfers hang In a niannfer resemWlng a 
tbpfe of otiibn^. Eh ptistttht; t hope yttu ti^ill"nDt e^tpect 
that I sHbuld obs^^ a tMictA precidori, tjrhen endea- 
vouring tp describe the liattiral j^oditdtlohs df the ani- 
ftiai, vegetable, and fb^f kinci found heire ; if you have 
fech ahtfcipation, I jBonr sort^ to say that yduiviUfincf 
JfbTtri^lf disappointed, feftr 1 have onfy prescribed to my- 
self to diiate on every object as they* appear to excitjef 
^tfiy attention. If you are satined with this apology, f 
beg Itevc td proceed. I am just fcturned from i^lng^ a 
'e4?ryi)eatttifhl bird, cdfcd h^ i^tAMiNOd, wMchis cbm- 
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m6n to the island ; with a d^scriptic^ oi which I shaS 
coilchide' this fettel-j, already (like the rest) extended to 
an unreasonable length/ ' ' 

A etirious inquirer into nature could no sooner Cast 
his eyes upon this extraordinary birdy than he woulid b^ 
iatidfied that some peculiar ends #ere to be answered by 
hs uneommon length of legs tod ntek^ the largest, I be- 
.Keve, of the biM kind. The JUtmingo is frequent in th6 
Waf mer cUihates, and most toitimoiily found about the 
shallow shores of the sea, add the mouth of rivers. 
When seen in the water, Which is generally the case, 
&e body only is on th^ surface, and it appears swim- 
ing, though really stai^in^; the head at those times 
k confetdntly under Airater in search of food, and it . 
then only appears the si^e of a wild goose, or a little 
ittote; but with what astonishment does the stran- 
ger see it come out of the water ! the head is first raised 
erect, £itid the surprising length of the neck is like that 
Of th^ ostrich, only naore extraordinary ; the body, 
as it conies on shore, is raised as mtich above the 
ground as thfe head is above the body, and there Stalks 
forth a bird of a wonderful height, and in beauty surpass- 
ing almost ev^ry other, the wings liearly cover the body^ 
and the t^l is comparatively nothing. That part of the bo- 
dy which remains uncovered is snow-white, the breadth of 
the wings is of a scarlet so bright, that the eye is pained 
^ to look long upon it, and the long feathers are of the 
deepest black ; the neck is of tl^e same snow-white with 
the body, and the legs are of the same scarlet with the 
wings. I have seen them of variegated colours, and 
some whose feathers were entirely of the brightest scar- 
let. The beak is blue, except at the tip, where it is 
black ; it is not long, straight and sharp, as in the heron 
kind, ^VLt vastly strong, and of a shape so singiilar, that it 
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appears broken. The toes of the bir^ are connected to- 
gether by a membrane like those of the duck kind, so 
that it can swim, but the' l^gs are long, and it never 
makes this use of them in the common course pf its feed-r 
ing ; the only purpose to which these webs gerve, is the 
preservation of it3 lif(^ on singular occasions. The tides 
are sudden in some parts of America, where the bird is 
common, and while it is rooting under some rough stone^^ 
for a shell fish, it becomes out of its d^pth. In thi^ 
case the least gust of aif migl^t blow it t;o s^a, and it 
must perish, for it do^es q.ot very easily ri§^ fro^^ the 
water when out of its depth. The webbed feet are now 
usefiil ; it swims till it can reach the bottom, aqd 4s soon 
as a small part of its legs are out of the wjiter, it take^ 
wing. 

Thus qn indulgent Providence hath taken care, as 
^ell for its peculiar safety, as its general support. As 
they are to receive their nourishment from animals or 
plants, which are found in the water^^ and yet have no 
power to swlni^ the length of their lees and ijeck suf- 
ficiently answers all their demands. It ^as well known to 
tlie ancients, and its tongue was accounted a very gre^t 
fjelicacy among the nice eaters of pld times. 

. - . Fale, 
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Natural History , ^c. — Mountains — Rivers — Hhits res- 
pecting the Improvement of their Navigation — Petro- 
leum, Bitumen, or fossile Pitch de^ribed^—Quff of 
Paria — Phenomenon peculiar to, the Nile and Orimoco 
described — Sir Walter Raleigh's enterprize in search cf 
Gold — Indirect Commerce with the Spaniards fras- 
trated by the misconduct of Governor Picton — Rrficc- 
Hon on his Character; his Prototype, ^r. 



Head-Quarters, Puerto de Espana, Marci xSoj. 
DEAR SIR, . . ' 

IN many of the rivers on the west eoast or 
gtilf, are to be found sharks, lamejitin, manatee, orsta 
cow, generally weighing from 8c wt. to l6cwt. The In- 
^iians and negroes harpoon it similar to the whale ; its 
flesh is said to be good either fresh or dry. Some of the 
species have beeii (3aught in the French islands, twenty^ 
feet long and ten broad. . The pantoufiier, or zigeiu^h 
to be met with also ; this dangerous, voracious monger, 
Measures from ten to twelve feet long, and thick in pro- 
portion, with a head shaped like a hammer, large, terrific 
^yes^ and a wide mouth, well armed with teeth, more coDr- 
veniently disposed fdr biting thain those of the shark, whose 
^^y it more resembles. This horned fish has been oftea* 
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found at Cuadaloupe, ia the road of Basse Terre, but it 
is common to some of the Antilles. The alligator and 
pW^iXSi.siSQ CiWaW.S the latter fcj eaten feyib? ikt . 
groes. I have seen a scorpion here about ten inches 
long: these creatures are reckoned very venomous ; and 
I should supposexfroip what has been said respecting them, 
that^ were a pen^on^ be ttung fey so large a one as the 
one I saw^ it would be immediate death. There are 
a variety of snakes^ but as I have not seen any of 
ihem sA yet, I cannot give you a description of their 
kinds, but as I mean to travel over a great part of the is* 
land in the course of next months I shall have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing them. 

The ^c Jiy is a remarkable curiosity, though very- 
common in America* It has two tubes or horns, and six 
legs, having four win^ of a bright flame colour, two of 
which cmly are to be seen when it flies, and the other two 
when it rests. The light proceeds from a circular patch 
under the wings, and is seen only when elevated, like 
sparks of fire appearing and disappearing every second. 
The air is full of th^m at night, but never in the day 
time, nor could I trace when any of them rested. 

The musqmtoes are peculiarly fond of tormenting the 
Europeans, almost indiscriminately, but I haye no reason 
to complain of them, as they never troubled me ; — ^in- 
deed^ I have been a favourite of their's, not c^ly on the 
continent, but in all the islands wherel have been. In St. 
Domingo I cotild not help admiring their conduct, whea 
they waged war against the usurper cutrthroats, who ap* 
pearedon the parade withpustules on their faces,.so covered 
as to induce me to imagine they wereal) ill of the small pox« 
They were the potent allies of Toussaint, and constantly 
played their harxassing part at night. I knew an Euro- 
pean gentlema9> wkom I <saw on my way through New 
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Jersey, and found him confined to his chamber from the 
bite of one of them. He had been in that situation for 
six months, but at last got better. These flies may be 
compared to our gnats, but more troublesome ; — ^whpn 
they bite, the part itches very much, and if scratched 
till it bleeds, a sore generally ensues ; when healed, the 
matter always appears of a blackish colour. 

The sandflif is another troublesome insect, which is so 
small as hardly to be discerned. If the wind blows, it 
is not able to bite. 

The centipes scolapendra morsitans, is here very com- 
mon, but I do not learn that any harm has occurred 
from it. 

The insect, called chigro pulex penetrans y is also com 
mon, small, and black, resembling a young flea ; but 
soon after the destruction of Cape Frangois in 1802, 1 
observed them in vast numbers, in the ruins, as large, 
mid sometimes larger than our common flea. My com- 
panions were constantly molested with them, particularly 
a young gentleman from Boston (New England), of the 
name pf Burrows, on his passage to Philadelphia ; he 
was almost crippled by them ; he, however, got well im- 
mediately on his arrival. This troublesome insect insi- 
nuates itself in the soles of the feet, towards and about 
the toes, where it forms to itself a small bag like an hy- 
datid, about the size of a pea, wherein it deposits its in- 
numerable ova. The cure is effected by extracting the 
hydatid, or bag whole, with the point of a needle, or 
other sharp pointed instrument; the female negroes are 
peculiarly expert at it. Should the hydatid burst, in 
performing the operation, each ovum, when hatched, 
forms for itself a fresh nidus, and hydatid. The early 
symptom is indicated by an uncommon degree of ilph- 

N 
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ing, and M^hen neglected, it fraq[ueatly entlai^ger? tjie 
loss of toes and feet. 

Tlie featl^ered tribes creji^e ^miratipp from their 
splendid plumage and variety. It is my intention to de-? 
vote a little time to theqij, \i\ or<ier to flt^ake a collection 
of the different Vinds, to t^k^ yrjth me pa my ipetum to 
England ; in th^ m^ tir^^^ a description of the rivers 
ms(y not bi& uninteresting. 

Ther^ ^Y^ in this island three ^^stinct ridges of moui^^ 
tains, the northern, middle, and southern, covered with 
incorruptible woods proper fo^ ^hip-buildh?g. The 
rivers, ^veral of \vbich are iaconside^ahlei hs^e bee^ 
traced and examined as to what distance they are nav^ 
gable ; ^nd a report ha§ been m^de bjf l^aUet, with res- 
pect to tb^ improvewent§ they may hp 9apa,ble o^ \fj[ 
deepning their b^d^ faking canals^, ^c. But a|S this v^^ 
(thpugh a cresjture o/ Picton), ^eyer ^iscov^d spy tay 
lents^ except ^ ^erigj of iy t^eatpaeiit towards hi^ »TO9.ye 
^ife, I do not imagiag that his st^rveys merit any ao^c^ 

The n£^viga.ble yivei^s; on the we^^ cpas^ which 4isen\-! 
b9gue themselves iuto the gulf of ^t^ria, are Ae Carmi^ 
Guaracara^ Couraj f^nd Simria ; those on the east coast 
of die isl^M^d^ are <he Ortoirc, Neg^ Lebrar^JiCy and thft 
Oropuche. 

Mr. Christie, a, gentleman of considerable talents, iq 
the Surveyor General's department, is preparing to sur-r 
yey the river Cqroni, a few miles distant from hettce- 
This is the principal river of the island, being navigable 
fiom its entrance to the Jripo^ a branch of the Carom^ 
a distance pf about twenty miles. The views of govera- 
ment are, to connect the Aripo with the Guaro, a brancl^ 
of the Oropuche^ also navigable to th^ sea, which wiiJ^ 
open a communication from, the weslj coast ojf Parift, to 
the east coast^ or Atlantic ; and also to clear the bed of 
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the Caroni of the rubbish, so as tb drain the great savan* 
nah before mentioned, which will be the means of not 
cfnly rendering the Port of SpsQn healthy, but facilitating 
an easy intfercourse with the interior of the island. The 
river Ortairt, or Guatarb, is the principal one oh the 
ea6t coast, navigable t» Mbme Orange, a distance of 
about twenty miles, having froln two to five fathoms 
water ; but as the mouth of this river is ^oal water, it 
would be requisite to cut a navigable canal to the bay of 
Mayaro, which woufd give the facility of exportation to 
thfe production of an immense tract of cultivable land. 

Ih the bdy of Mayaro, we find s&fe ahchorage, having 
good holdirig ground, a fine bottotii of sand and gravel, 
and may embark or diseitibark at any time of the tide. 

Th^ Mtg rtms a short distince parallel to the sliore, 
forming a sort of canal about six miks in length, which 
receives the waters of the Mangrove trees that spread 
over all this part. The water of this river is black, and 
so tainted, as to make the sea frothy afll round its mouth. 

The Qropuehe is navigable about ten miles on the 
baflfcs of this river. A fine setfl^ftteht might bfe ibrilied, 
Cdntahiing forty-fiir^ di visions, About 14,400 dcrest' The 
riVfers Gu&fo^ Stpatia, and Lebraticke, ire insighfficairt; 
«id teirdly ^6rth ttotid^g, befcacns^ ndtli^ of tkeifi ar^* 
riaivigdble dbove 6000 paces. 

TTifere hte several*marsbes ; tliat o^ Caroni might b^^ 
dtftihed as W^l aA Abse 6f Oftoirc arfd OropowcA^, but 
the nSarsfa of Liigona Grande is inaccessibte. "Ithl^ 
jmrih of Itaqtte is levd ^it^ the sea^ in whlcfr thtr^'ai^i 
t^o gulfe; one haS M^elevaSbn of A^rtrt ^V&^fe^V, ^3 
the dlfiief Iwet*^: mud atid csflcdreous^ earth Are ddHtl- 
ntially gu^ihg from therii. In tie riicMhs of BfaVclV 
«n[d June/ tlie two principd mdirth^^ tb^^jiit itlefeliic/ 
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particles, stones rounded by friction, and other- heteroge- 
neous substances^. 

Rio Grande, is a valley belonging to the crown, whicU 
lies about sixty-eight miles from this place, containing 
eleven divisions of 320 acres each, with a fine river 
meandering through it, having good anchoring ground, 
sheltered by a head land from the north-east wind, and, 
being healthy, it is remarkably well adapted for a white 
population. Ballandra is another place I deem equally 
advantageous, and not more than six miles from Hio 
Grandcy situated on the south-east side of the island. 
The reason why I give the preference to these places is, 
not only their superior situation with regard to health, 
but their distance from any other settlement, which 
would prevent them from having any intercourse what- 
ever with the corrupt society aheady mentioned, as — 

** Creeping in the putrid sink of vice.*' 

I have just seen a considerable quantity of petroleum, 
bitumen, also called pisasphaltos, carabefunerum, gummi 
/unerum, mumia, carabe of Sodom, fossil pitch, and Jew's . 
pitch, a. mineral sulphur, solid and hght in substance, of 
a dusky jcolour on the outside, but a deep shining black ^ 
within, having but little taste or smell, except when . 
heated, in which case it emits a strong pitchy odour. It 
\j[^ l^rought from Cape de la Brea, situated in the west- 
^Urcxtremity of Laguna Grande, where there is a lake 
of it, elevated betweai seventy and eighty feet above 
tj:ie level of thesea. We' are informed by Fattier Gu-^ 
7»i//a, that some little time before he came to this island, 
(which may, be reckoned nearly about seventy years), a 
spot of land on the we^^ern coasjt, about halfway be- 
tween the capital and.^he Ijjdian village, Sunk suddenly^ 
and was immediately replaced by ft small lake of pilch^ 
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tp the great surprise and terror of the inhahitonts. t 
.suppose^ he means by the capital, the village of La Bna, 
for I do not learn that any other Petroleum lake is known 
in the island, but the one above mentioned. The ques- 
tion now remains, whether this Petroleum would not 
supersede the use of copper, for ships navigating these 
seas ? If it would, what a great expence would be saved, 
not only to the nation, but to individuals. Surely the 
experiment ought to be tried. The following is Dr. 
Anderson's account of this Petroleum: 
. ^^ A most remarkable production of nature in the is- 
land of Trinidad, is a bituminous lake, or rather plain, 
known by the name of Tar Lake; by the French called 
La BreUy from the resemblance to, and answering the 
intention of, ship-pitch. It lies in the leeward side of 
the island, about half way from the Bocas to the south 
end, where the mangrove swamps are interrupted by the ' 
sand-banks and hills ; and on a point of land which ex- 
tends into the sea about two miles, , exactly opposite to 
the high mountains of P^ia^ 6n the north side qf the 
gulf. 

'^ The cape, or headland, is about fifty feet above the 
level of the sea, and is the greatest elevation of land on 
this side of the island. From the sea it appears a mass 
of blaqk vitrified rocks ; but, on a close examination, it 
is found a composition of bituminous scorias, vitrified 
sand, and earth, cemented together; in some parts, beds 
of cinders only are found. In approaching this cape, 
there is a strong sulphureous smell, sometimes disagree- 
able. This smell is prevalent in many parts of tlic 
ground to the distance of eight or ten miles from it. 

*^ This point of land is about two miles broad, and on 
the east and west sides, from the distance of about half a 
mile from the sea, falls with a gentle declivity to it^ and 



ii^ joifi^ to Ae nmin knd on t(i6 idtith by tbd cbdtinu^ 
atidti of <h6 miingrotre fewaitips ; io that tb6 bituittinbtfs 
jipin 18 on (he highest fkit of it^ and only ^jiarated 
from th^ iesL hy A margin df wood i^hich siirrbimdd il> 
aM patents ft didiant prospect of if. Its sittUttioit is siftu^ 
Uff to s^ Mivfton^h^ and^ like them> it is hot sden^tlft tr^ad^ 
ing upon ite Verg6. Itsr cdk)iif j(nd eTto liuirftU)^ present 
at first the aspect <tf a lake of ivater j btft it is pdisiWe if 
^ got thti appelHifrtidii ef Ldkt vi^hett feeen in the hdt and 
dry weather, at which tihie its surface to thfe depth of ad 
inch i* IJqutd ; ttfid then from its cohesive Quality it can- 
n^ bi^ \tiJked upon. 

^' It is of a xjircular form, abtout three miUs in circum-' 
ffii^ce. At ftiy first approach it appeared a plain, as 
sn]k>otb as glass,* Excepting sonlie sttiall cluinps of sfamb^ 
and dtirdrf trees that had takcA possession of some spot^ 
df it ; but when I had proceeded some yards on it, I 
found it divided into areola of different siz^s and shapes : 
tfe^ chasms or divisions anastoiHos^d through every part 
of it ; flie surface of the aredlse is perfectly tiorizontal and 
smooth ; the margins undukted, each undulation en- 
I^ged to tbd bottom till ^ey join th6 o]^po%te. On 
the ststhee, the 'nlftargin or first undnktiott is distant 
from the oppoidt^ f^om four to six f<^t, and itie same; 
depth before th^y eod^so^ ; but \frhere the angles of iht 
areoto oppose, the chasms 01^ ramifications lire widet 
and deeper. When I was at it, aW these chasfi^dwe#6 
full of water, the i^hoie forming on6 true horizonftal 
plane, which i<end^red my investigatioii 6f it difiictUt jflid 
tedK>as> being n^eeitoi^t^ to pltmge ihl(> the water ^ 
great depth in pail^ing f¥dm one areolae to ano^f. 
Thfe trufesft id^ thai can be formed of its? *tfrfttfc« will le 
from the aifebll^ aftd tivei^ ratf^dati^nd ott «h^ bbck of d 
tnrtte. Itsf more cottifitoJi con^telioe Mi appearafae^' 



|9 tj^atof pitHBoal, ^^ 5olwr ratl^r greyer. It breaks 
iato SO) all ^agments ^f a c^lul^ appparwcej and glossj^ 
vfith a number of minute and i}hiiiif)g prides iatei^ 
tpersed tbrougb iU ^bstaape; it U yeryiriablei and^ 
^hen liquid^ is of a jet bla^k colour, ^ome parts of the 
surface are covered Mfitb ^ ^bin and brittle scoria;! a little 
elevated. 

'^ As to iu deptb/I caa form no idea of it ; for in qo 
part could I find a substratum pf wy other substaQce : 
ill some parts I found Cf^cined earth mixed with it. 

^^ 41thoi|gh I ^pielt sulphur very strong on passing 

pver many parts of it^ I could discover no appearance of 

it, or a^y rent or crac]^ through which the steams might 

issue ; probably it was from some parts of the adjficent 

woods: for although sulphur is the basis of this bitumi«> 

90US matter^ yet the smells are vexy different^ and easily 

distinguished^ for its smell comes the nearest to that of 

pitch of any thing I know. I could make no impression 

oa its surface without an axe : at the depth of a foot I 

found it a little softer^ with an oily s^pearance^ in small 

cells. A little of it held to a bnnung candle makes a 

bis^iiig or crackling noise like nitre, emitting small sparks 

with a vivid fiam^ which ^tinguish the moment the 

candle is removed. A piece put in the five will bml up 

a long time without suffering much diminution : aft^ ^ 

long time's sevare heat, the surfece wiU bum and form a 

thin scoria, under which the rest rtmainsjiquid. Heal 

$c^ms not to render it fluid, or occupy a krger space 

than when cold ; from which, I imagine, there is but 

litUe alteration on it dmdag the dry months, as the solar 

rays cannot exert their force abova an^iach below the 

suriE^e. I was told by one f reachman, that m the dry 

Si^ason the whole. wasan uniforn^ smooth mass; andby^ 

pother, that th^ ravins contained water fit for use dur* 
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ing the year. But neiUier can I believe: for if, accord- ' 
ing to the first assertion, it was an homogeneous . mass, 
Something more than an external cause must affect it to 
give it the present appearances ; nor without some hid- 
den cause can the second be granted. Although the 
bottoms of these ramified channels admit not of abso'rp- 
tion, yet from their open exposure, and the black surface 
of the circumjacent parls, evaporation must go on amaz- 
ingly quick, and a short time of dry weather must soon 
empty them ; nor from the situation and structure of the 
place is there a possibility of supply but from the clouds. 
To shew that the progress of evaporation is inconceivably 
quick here, at the time I visited it there were, on an ave- 
rage, two-thirds of the time incessant torrents of rain ; 
but from the afternoon being dry, with a gentle breeze 
(as is generally the case during the rainy season in this 
island), there evidently was an equilibrium between the 
rain and the evaporation ; for in the course of three days 
I saw it twice, and perceived no alteration in the height 
of the water, nor any outlet for it but by evaporation. 

" I take this bituminous substance to be the bitumen 
asphalt um LinneL A gentle heat renders it ductile ; 
hence, mixed witli a little grease or common pitch, it is 
much used for the bottoms of ships, and for which in- 
tention it is collected by many ; and I should conceive 
it a preservative against the borer, so destructive to ships 
in this part of the world. 

*^ besides this place, where it is found in this solid 
state, it is found liquid in piany parts of the woods ; and 
at the distance of twenty miles from this, about two in- 
ches thick in round holes of three or four inches diame 
ter, and often at cracks or rents. This is consequently 
liquid, and smells strong.er of tar th^n when indurated^ 



and adheres stron^y to ^ny thing it touQheg; gi^ease is 
4he only thing that wUI divest the hands of it. 

*^ The soil in general, for some distance round La 
Bray, is cinders and burnt e^ath ; and where not so, it is 
a strong argillaceous soil ; the whoije exceedingly fertile, 
which is always the case where there are any sulphureous 
partides in' it. Every part of the country, to the dis- 
tance of thirty miles round, has ey^ry appearance of be-* 
iug formed by convulsions of native from subterraneous 
fires. In several parts of the woodis are hot springs ; 
some I tiied, with a wdl-gradoated thermometer of Fah- 
realieit, were 20* and ^^^ hotter than the ^atmosphere at 
tlie ftime of trial. From its position to them, this part ctf 
the island has certainly experienced the effects of the 
volcanic eruptions, ^hich have heaped up those pri>di- 
gious masses of n^ountains that terminate the province of 
Paria on the north ; and no doubt there has been, an4 
still prd^ably i/s, a communication ^between thep. One 
of, these mountains opposite to Xa jBrayii^ T^ic¥i4a4i 
about thirty miles distant, has eyeiy appear^ce of a v<>l- 
caoic mountain : however^ the vplcfi^nie e^t&huve b^eq^ 
very weak bexe, a3 no irace^ of ^et;n .e^tten^ abg[\^^ twQ 
miles from the sea ii^ ;tbb part of (h^ island^ aQ4 the 
greater part of it h^s bad its origija from a yery 4i^i;^( 
cause to t^t of vdca^os ; but tl^i^y have certainly ^^u} 
the foundabkm cf it, a$ i$ evident f|;o^ the high ridge^;9f 
;mountain9 trhicb surromds its ^in^^W^^^i^ 9i<k t(? p^eq( 
k from thed^^dations of ^ ocean, ^4 iis it^ ot)ly bar-r 
rier against that overpowaring ^lem«a\, mi iwy pr<?perly 
he calktt the iskeilelonof the ifl^od- 

*^ From e^ery examination I have maik, I fi&d the 
ivhole islsmdfohned pf an aygilbM^eomdadh} jet&er in its 
primitive stale or ^mder iisdifiefentmdbamarphoses. The 
jbases of tbe jpaountaias are composed of ^Mstus argift 
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laceus and talcum lithomargo ; but the plains or lowl^ds 
remaining nearly in the same moist state as at its forma* 
tion, the component particles have npt experienced the 
vicissitudes of nature so much as the more elevated parts, 
consequently retain more of their primitive^ forms and 
properties. As iirgillaceous earth is formed from the se- 
diment of tiie ocean, from the situation of Trinidad to 
the continent/it;s foi:mation is easily accounted for, grant- 
ing first, the formation of the ridge of mountains that 
bound its windward side, and the high mountains on the 
continent that nearly join it : for the great influx of cur- 
rents into the gujf of Paria from the coasts of Brazil and 
Andalusia, must bring a vast quantity of light earthy par- 
ticles from the mouth of the numerous large rivers which 
traverse these parts of the continent: but the currents 
being repelled by these ridges of mountains, eddies and 
smcJoth water will be produced where they meet and op- 
pose ; and therefore the earthy particles would subside, 
and form banks of mud, and by fresh accumulations 
added/ would soon form dry land : and from these causes 
it-is evident such a tract of country as Trinidad must be 
formed. But these causes still exist, and the effect from 
rbenvis evident; for the island is daily growing on the 
Icfeward side, as may be seen from the -mud-beds that ex- 
tend a great w^y into the giilf, and there constantly in- 
creaise. Biit from the great influx from the ocean at the 
south end of the island, dhd its egress to the Atlantic 
ag^iin, thvoiigh the Bocas, a channel must ever exist be* 
tweeji the, eoniinent and Trinidad.^' 

To consider attentively the Gw^ of P^ri/i, which di* 
videillfimdaHfiromilife continent,; one is apt to beli«ve 
that it^ras torn* thorefrom, at some pferiod oi^ other, '|^y^ 
conyvdsion, and Ihe appearance" of 'th^ Bocases stroncg* 
}y warrants thcw assumption. Sir WilJiam Young, Bairt; 
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*^eii spe^kiog of Tobago, is of the saune opinion respect- 
ing that island ^^ though^ at the same time^ I shotild be 
iaclined to differ from, the boaaurable baionet^ for the 
distance, is t6o great to give cjred^nce to his assertion. I 
do not meau to.in^r that hisopimgn is erroneous^ but I 
think he :was r^her hasty in his cppclusion^. 
. The gulf of Paria was originally known by the seve- 
ral names of Quff of the Whale, Gulf Trhtc, and JV.^iA 
Water Sea: its length fVpm east to west is about thirty ^ 
sea leagues^ and its; breadth &014 north to south fifteen. 
The lesser arm of Uie river QronokOjCaiio de-Pedcrnales, 
or Channel of tl>e Pebbles, and a number of smaller la-. 
]xufications> of various widths, all flow in a northern direc* 
tion from the main stream of the river, and^ bring their 
tfibutiary oblatioa to this inland sca^ which, t9gether 
with the waters forced upon the southern continent, by. 
the* trade winds> form this gvilf, issuing in the manner . 
described in ray first letter, through the Bocases. The is- 
lands in the northern entranee ia>pediag its progi*cs% tend 
to concentrate it into a body of water, wheui^je the stream 
originates which runs along the edge of the nortliern con- 
tinent, as far as the bank^ of Newfoundland, and well 
known to sailors by the appellation of the Gulf Stream. 
The gulf of Paf'ja has four issues into the Atlantic, 
three small ones, on the eastern side, and a large one 
about two leagues broad, on ilie west> almost adjoining 
to Paria. To this, we arc told, Columbus gavQ the. 
name of Boca9 del Drggo, or Dragon's mouth. On the 
noith side also, the gulf is separted from the Atlantic-sea,. 
by a narrow neck of fertile land, to which he gave the 
aame of Paria, on which stands Point Salina, inhabited 

* Vide his Tom'^thjroughsevewi'^IsLwids in the yeaps 1791 aud 1792^ 



10&* TBAVELS IN 'MI'HIDAD. [Ltf?. 7v. 

by a few rndians, who have villages thitily scatta^sd 
along the coast. Ihe southern and western «des of the 
gulf ^re low and awampy as fiur as the Caao dc 
Pedernales, where the Oron^ko m&y be said to begm^ 
b^ing &e grand canal of eommunicaUon with tiie 
main stream of the river, measuring, in its extreme - 
length, about fifty leagues, with an easy nav^ation. 
This river, with rfegjffd' to its periodical overflowing, ia- 
similar, in s31 re&pects> ta ike Nile, beginning- dk^ut tiift 
same time (the month of May)) and increasing progres*^ 
sively till October, when it begins bo decrease in a gra- 
dual manner till the naonlh of April>. at whid» lime it i». 
exiguous and stationary. This phenomenon isriiot pecu- 
liar either to the Ononoko or ibe tiHe; it is common to- 
other rivers^ that have their rise or coarse between the 
ti'Opics> when heavy rains constant^ M!i at certain sea- 
sons of the year, which cause them to break throogfa <x^ 
dinaiy hounds, and overflow the adjacent countries in 
their passage to the -sea, particularly in Sum, Bengal^ 
and other parts of the East Indies. The JS^an, or. 
northern winds> which annually blow during a certain, 
time, are^upposed-to contribute not a little to the over- 
flowing of the M/e>-by retjurding its course, and forcing 
the sea agaitist the mouth of the river.. This plausible 
hypothesis will equally apply to the Oronoko: it begins 
to overflow when the trade wind shifts to the northward 
of east, and decreases again when it shifts to the s6uth- 
ward of east, when the mouth of the river is less exposed, 
to its influence. This, together with the clouds formed 
by the vapours of the Atlantic, as far as the Cordillieras 
(the highest mountains^n the universe^ extending above 
1,500 leagues from the Isthmus of Panama to the 
Streights of Magellan), where they condense and fall iof 
violent rains, is undoubtedly the cause of its overflow. 



Bat the pbeiw»leiiOii appeard^ ac^teding \xk Mlbe Ray- 
sal^ to depend more on the sea than on the land ; al- 
Ukon^ father GufidUa, who $ecim$ t6 have examined 
1^ mtigoiex effect w^ great attetiUon^ is of a contrary 
QfMiiioa^ and as0ert»jdi$(t it is the vainy season that deter-- 
loines the iacfease« 

Thirst of knowledge^ or more properly ^ea]ang> thirst 
ef gold, led the enterpriziog iUleigh again to the neigh- 
bourhood of this river in the^ year I616, but extreme 
^daiess prereBthig lus attempt to ^scoVer the fsHom in 
person^ which, he was told, were somewhere on the bank* 
of the Oronoko, be depated the no kes gallant Captain 
Keymis to that servioe, nivMx five ships. Iferee weeks 
itfterwai^, landing by night, nearer a Spanish town than 
Ifaey expected, they were anaoyed by the Spanish troops^ 
who were prepared for thrir reception. The. English, aa 
iisiial,.bdiaved gallantly, but the obstacle they encpun- 
tered, with the loss of many a bravp fdlow, among wbont 
was Sir Walter's ddest son, obliged them to abatudon the 
resohrtion of exploring the mines. Capts^n Keymis^ toi 
flkitigatehis ill success,.aiul to induce further hopes, pro* 
duced two ingots of gold, together with the Spanish, gfrr 
isemor's papers, among which were &und four letters, de- 
▼doping Sir Walter's enterprize to have been b^t^ayed 
by his enemiea at the English court, and the preparation 
ftiade by the Spaniards to receive him. 

*' To the just indignation which he conceived on thi^ 
occasion," says' his biograpliers, " was added the morti^ 
ieation of finding that Keymis had not proceeded to tli<^ 
mines. He reproached that captain with having undone 
him, and wounded his credit with the king past recovery, 
This effected Keymis so sensibly, that he retired to lii$ 
cabiii,. where he shot himself; but finding the wound 
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not mortal, he dispatched himself with a knife, whteh be 
thrust into his heart." 

The ill state of Sir Walte/tf health wottld not suffer 
him to repair Keyinis^s neglect. He was incapable of 
»nch a voyage, and, at the same time, was in continual 
apprehension of being attacked by the Spanish armada^ 
sent out-on purpose to lay wait for and destrby him ; 
but the enemy missed him by staying in the wrong 
place. • 

To the eternal dishonor of James I. let it be recorded, 
that to his shameful duplicity, and dastardly fears, the 
honor of the nation^, the success of the expedition, the 
lives of many brave men, and the military reputation of 
Raleigh were sacrificed. For while he encoun^d. 
Raleigh, by granting him a special commission for tlie 
enterprise, he not only disavowed it by his ministers to 
the Spanish ambassadors, but, as a proof that be did not 
wish well to the design, he suffered them to give the 
ambassadors the particulars of Raleigh's force and desti- 
nation ; which being forw^irded to the court of Spain, 
occasioned the vast preparations that he found ready o^ 
his arrival to oppose him. 

Sir Walter Raleigh could not forbear reproaching the 
' court for this infamous conduct, in a letter from St: 
Christopher to the secretary of state ; and this deter- 
mined the ministry to take him off, as the only method 
of e^^tinguishing the hopes of the people, who wished for 
a war with Spain. Thus you see, by the duplicity of a 
w^eak, hypocritical monarch, and his execrable and 
wicked ministry, in fiustrating the progressive prosperity 
of England, that we did not gain an early footing and 
possession of the rich banks of the Oronoko, Probably 
it is not yet too late to think of the grand design, which, 
when undertaken, may be easily accomplished. 



f 
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Much^ ray dear Sir, has been aatioipated from tUe 
proximity of this island to the Orohoko, that the in- 
direct commerce would prove importantly beneficial to 
Great Britain. I am one of those who affirm that it 
would, if means Jiad been adopted to cherish it, without 
the smallest interruption either in peace or war,.proyided 
Trinidad were blessed with a wise and prudent governor, 
having the prosperity of the country at heart more than 
his own interest. But instead of Ui^t, there has been 
one whose conduct makes me i^hudder at the first attempt 
of its delineation. But thf sacred course of truth, and , 
the honor and interest of my country demand the task 
of some one; — 1 wish to God it l)ad fallen to the lot of 
' one whose feelings are not so acute as mine ; i^otwitli- 
standing,! am impelled to pxQC^edj inviting justice tp 
aid my endeavours, 

* After looking over history frorp the inpdem days of 
Wall, to the more anti^tonesof Nimrod,.! cannot 
find his exact prototype. The nearest assimilation is 
Dejezzar, described by Baron ide Tott in Part iv. of his 
Memoirs, with this exception only, instead of comparing 
him to so noble an animal as a lion, he ought to be com- 
pared to the bear and wolf^ for his cruelty in destroying 
some of the Spaniards who carried on the indirect com- 
merce, which put a total stop to that beneficial branch. 

It is impossible to calculate the injury sustained by his 
sanguinary measures, not only to individuals, but to the 
country that employed him. Like Dejezzar, he regarded 
nothing but making money, though to raise it, he did 
hot proceed to the length of pounding people in mortars, 
or smothering them in sacks. It is to this barbarity of his 
talents, and the sordidness of his views alone, that Great 
Britain did QOt reaUze considerable advantages from this 



,eolqny during die time it Uss h^en under her pratection. 
Under her protection did i say ? Suffer loe to jBubstitute 
some other word* Afk the wretched inhabitants ; ask 
the plundered merchant^ of Port of Spain, how they 
have been protected from the iron rod of oppression^ — i 
and then we s^^U imderstand the meaning of British 
protection^ in a Irtish colony^ Avith the Spanish Inqui- 
sition^ in the successfal tide of experiment^ instead of the 
influencial blessings of the English laws: — It is enough- 
to say^ that neit^r cpmraeroe nor confidence will ever 
approach the colony so long as the former ia continually 
at the nod of any wicked governor^ to make use of it as 
an instrument for the realizing his own fortune^ and 
that of his confederates. Believe me^ I wish myself 
HI CMd England again^ for piy life is not for a moment 
safe in this colony, at least so long as the horrid instru* 
inent is in the hands of — ^ — i — 

Fak. 
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Colonial Strength — How improved^ and thp A^vantdgts 
thai mi^ht ^e derived from it — Bonaparte's ^peci^- 
Iqtive Views with regard to South America — Surinam^, 
hi$ Military Depot-r- If int& which might lead to coun^ 
teracfthemr-JioiSdcsL, why may it not follow, the Fafi 
of St. Domingo-rrRoome's Plpt— General Cbristopbe'^ 
extraordinary Proposal to the Author, which he declined 
—Jn Account qfthe Mutiny of the 6th West India Iter 
giment — Settling the Island of Trinidad with Africans, 
and the Daiger attending the: Increase of Negro Trooj^^ 
reprobated, ^c^ 



' Head-Quarters, Pusrto pk Espana, M«rcb 1803. 



It has been reDaarked by some judicious 
liters, that '' colonial strength consists in the number 
of whites* The observation is as forcible as it is truc^ 
but that strength must be made up of what we call small 
phnters! The advantages which would emanate from a 
white population in this island, are, in my opinion^ variouai 
the local ohes derived from their industry, are already unr 
derstood. Let toe now consider it in a bdligereht point 
of view. The recent treaty which has been so much re- 
pi'oiatecr, and in some ifast^ces, V% j)f6pM^ con- 

P 
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demued^has put the aspiring Ruler of France in posses- 
sion of a vast extent of sea coast in this quarter of the 
globe, wc may say front the river Orohoko, lat. 8* 23^ N. 
long. 59** 26' W. to the river Amazon,hX' ^^ 18' N. long. 
51* so' W, in which are included Cayenne, Surinam, 
Bertfice, Demer^ra, mA Efsefnibo. Tlie fruitful and ex- 
paadiQg mind of the Conican will not be contented with 
these bagatelle acquisitions,— Spain, impotent Spain^ 
happy under hi3 fraternal care, will not disoblige him, if 
he demj^nds the foil sovereignty of South Jmisrica. For- 
tUgal will not disoblige him, by refusing her portion, — 
he is only to asl^ for it, and hp may have it, for tho^ 
powers are equally^ much afraid of him, as the inhabi- 
tants of this island are of Picton. The dollars of Peru 
(which he greatly needs) would enable him to contend 
with Britain in coininercial and military advantages. In 
absolute possession of the continent of Europe, from the 
jldriatic Gulf to the Germfin Ocean, it is in bis power to 
shut every port in that extent, not only against our mauu- 
lactures, but our colonial prodqce. This, is the situation 
of Britain Mter a successful war,— a war unparalleled in 
the history of any country or nation whatever ; — the 

prospect is rather tenebrious ^^ Give us peace, and we 

shall soon do for the British Government/' This was the 
boasting language of all the French generals in St. Do^ 
mingo. War^ however horrible it sounds, with all its 
concomitant train of evils, is, in our present predicament 
Jjetter, for peace^ iinder the circumstance of the treaty, 
would paralise the fundamental principles of our com- 
^ercial relations. " French Guyana," S9,ys a Faris paper*, 
^ happily situated to the windward of the Island (Trinidad), 
has been enlarged in extent by a cession of part of the tcr^ 

* JownHHits fkb^U of tbe 96 Veodeinbrey October. 169 l8or. 
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ritory of Portugal, which opens to our enlightened govern^ 
merit a vast Jieldfor peculation, agrioilturalj commercial^ 
find military/* 

This is a very broad hint, if we are willing to embrace 
it in its limitary import ; but. Sir, as we are now situated, 
it is almost impossible to curb, in these parts, the gigan- 
4ic strides of the aspiring views of the Corsican, unless 
Trinidad is made a military depot of seasoned whites ; 
if sent when ybung, they will be able to undergo the 
baneful effects of military hardships. Surinam is the 
only place to the southward where the French can esti- 
blish themselves for military purposes : the colony is fer- 
tile, capable of furnishing provisions sufficient for an ex- 
pedition of many months. By having a few ships of 
war in constant readiness at Trinidad, any expedition 
they might plan there, would be easily frustrated. Tlie 
distance is short from the east point of this island to Su-^ 
rimm, which is laid down in N. lat. 5<* 52* W. long. 
55** 2' it may be reckoned 438 miles on a south-east half- 
east coarse. Whatever may be his views, let us only 
strengthen ourselves in this island with a white popula- 
tion, and we shall always be ready to make conquests 
highly important to the British empire, or to yield sue* 
cours to Jamaica, in case it should be attacked." That 
it will be attacked, if the negroes maintain thcii* inde- 
pendence against the French in St. Domingo, is most 
certain: probably the period is not very remote. My 
reason for yielding to this belief, is grounded on several 
conversations I had with General Christophe* two years 
ago, relative to the re-population of St. Domingo. Citi- 

♦ This Negro General is a native of St. Cbrut^pljer ; was bred a- 
taylor, and speaks English as correctly as any Creole. He is now 
second in command in the Empire of ffitij'/f. 



^en 'Roame, one of the ci-devant commissioaers from the 
National Assembly of France, but la^tely.an agent firoxn 
the Directory^ suggested a plan in conjimcticni with 
^om^ of bis. jacobin adherents^ to seduce the slaves in 
/a2»f(icaf and with that inew dispatched one of them to 
JK.ingston, who was arrested soon after his arrival^ and 
executed. As this p^n had been lauid witfhoiit the know- 
Jedge of Touss^nt, he ordered^citiz«n Roome to be ex- 
iled to a fort ^n one of the mountains ws^ Grande Ri- 
viere^ about fifteen miles from Cey£ Wrangon, where he 
continued until he was transported to the United States 
in August 1801# One ,of JRjaome's plans, as Christophe 
told me^ was to send some small yessek tp Jamaica, to 
•take awaj. slaves who were willing to embrace free^ra. 
To this. Toussaint would not listen, because it was con- 
trary to the treaty he had concluded with general Mait- 
land, to which he wished to adhere with the mp9t scru^- 
pulous f^elity. <' But the struggle we have had/ said 
Chri^tophe^ ^^ in emancipating ourselves^ has so thimied 
diis island^ as to require efficient measures in order to 
.re-people it; therefore, the general (Toussaint) would be 
;g)ad to know whether ^^ou*" would contract to supply 
Jhim #ith a few himdied em%rants from Africa, agree- 
;'able to the terms already proposed-" I pointed out the 
.impracticability of any British sulgect engaging in such 
41 contract, without tfie consent of the British govern- 
vmentji which, I was certainj^ would never be obtained^ and 
would, lilf ewise, prevesit the 6ubje9ts of any other nation 
from doing it so longaa Britain is mistress of the ocean. 
/^ Then,^' said Christophe, '^ if we cannot procure emi- 
grants by £Eiir and honorable means, we shall adopt some 
clandestine mode. It is equally as lawful for us to ea- 

* Meaning the Author. 
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courage Uie >escapeof those in bondage in th6 ndgk- 
bouring island&> ^ it was for the sUive trader to take 
them from Jfrka, consequently it will be wbrae for the 
Bntish govemmenU I perceive^ after all> we shall be 
oUiged to. embrace llopme'^ plan/' The terms which 
general Christoplie alluded to^ were to import emigrants 
(for he always avoided the term negro)^ from Jffricay at a 
certain stated pri^ who were to |>e considered redemp- 
tioners for fourteen years ^ t|ie value of each cargo to be 
either- paid in produce^ or in specie^ which would be 
lodged in one of the American banks^ at the option and 
disposal of the contractor, I ha^e stated this merely to 
CQQvince, you of the measures that will be pursued by 
the chiefs, of St. DamiugQ^ should they support their in« 
dependences and the danger the planters of Jamaica 
have to anticipate from that event* Instead of qpemng 
the flood-gates of the Gmnca marbet upon tbis new soil^ 
let the govermnent ca% hold out elegible terms to 
whites^ and you m^y depend in \&&^ than two years (not 
withstanding the silly outcry against the climate), a vast 
number of Highlanders ixom America would re-emigrate ; 
— they would be glad to have such a prospect opened 
io them,— ^finitely more preferable than pursuing a 
sterile existance in the wSdlEsiiiess of Cana(^, on the 
barren rocks of JNbca Scotia, or in any part of the 
United Si€ties, — where many poor fellows have been de- 
luded to tiieir sorrow, and would wish to better their situ- 
ation. If the foregoing considerations have any claim 
on your attenticm^ I trust you will appreciate them as 
the only- foundation on which it will seem practicable to 
build the future security of the sugar colonies. If the 
mkiiBtQr are detemimed to add to the great bulk pf ne- 
gro bondage, l^ {>iitting ^s island on the same footing 
"with the rest, the danger will be greater, for that and im- 
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becility will certainly take root together. It is an indis- 
putable fact, that a new negro is more prone to insur- 
rection than the creole slave : the latter, subdued by 
habit and education, is more reconciled to his bard lot 
than the former, whose spirit is not enough broken by 
example to bear with patience the cutting lash of the 
whip. The negro troops already trained, are ready when 
an opportunity offers, to plunge their bayonets ihto the 
bowels of the whites, and will aid the endeavours of their 
colour in the work of emancipation. The blAck barba- 
* riaus of the 8th West India regiment have their proto- 
types in all the other West India corps, who are only 
waiting for a proper opportunity to wreak their vengeance 
on all whites, like Lieut. Wastnays. This gentleman's 
fate is such a strong proof of what we have to expect, 
that it oug-ht to be known to every Englishman who may 
wish to embark in finest India speculations. Indeed, 
tlie whole detail, as it appeared in Hie Barbt^does Mer- 
cury of the 24th of April last, is interesting. 

*' Roseau, Dominica, ^/?n7 14, 1802. 

'^ On Saturday morning, the 10th instant, accounts 
airived in town, expres^t to his excellency governor 
Johnstone, that a mutiny had broke out in the 8th West 
India regiment, of which his excellency is colonel, who, 
on the preceding evening, had revolted against their of- 
ficers, and put them to death*; in consequence of which 
an alarm was fired, and the colony put under martial 
law, which was sanctioned by a council of war, to con- 

* Captain Cameron killed; lieutenant M^Kay ditto; Jieute&at 
Wastnays ditto; commissary Lane ditto; quarter and barrack- 
master Serjeant M^Kay ditto ; clerk of the check» Barrouy d^ge* 
rously wounded; and quarter-master seijeaot Youngi wounded* 
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tinue for fourteai days. The different corps of militia 
were immediately assembled in town^ and a part of the 
68th regiment^ with about fifty men of the St. George's^ 
commanded by capt. Dodds^and the St. Lukes inde- 
pendent company^ wei^ immediately embarked in some 
of the droghing vessels^ in order to act with the St. 
John's independent company^ commanded by captain 
Trotter. On Sunday his excellency embarked with the 
lemamder of the 68tb, and arrived at Prince Ruperts on 
the evening of the same day. Previous to this the muti- 
neers had made a sortie^ in which they had a skirmish 
with captain Trotter^s company^ but in the end were re^ 
pulsed and driven back by that company, supported by 
the marines of the different ships in the bay ^, who effect 
toally continued* to keep them within the post> till Xhe 
force which accompanied the governor was disembarked. 
His excellency found on his arrival^ that terms had beeqt 
proposed to major Hamilton ; after wbich^ several inter* 
views^ between parties deputed from the mutineers and 
our commanders^ took place^ the resiult of which was, 
that they should surrender and lay down their arms, 
which being agreed to, and that 500 men should march 
to take possession, the governor, at the head of a detach- 
ment from the Royals, commanded by capt. Puxley, from 
the Saints, ab#ut 300 of the 68th, commanded by majors 
Scott and Hamilton, 'and the marines commanded by 
captain f , together with some officers and pri- 
vates of the artillery, entered the garrison, when they 
found the mutineers drawn upon their usual place of 
p^ade, with the colours in tiieir front They received 

*The Magnificent, of 74; Excdleot, 74; Severn, 44; and 
Caietc sloop of war. 
t We have not bten aUe to leara this gentleman's name. 
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our troops with presented arms^ -and obKged two of their 
officers*, whom they had spared from the massacre of 
Friday night, to take post in their front. The governor 
drew up his troops in two lines opposite to them, nide to 
the line of the mutineers, and directed them to shouHer 
and ground their arnis ; on which he rode to the rear of 
the front line. They ^^ere then ordered to advance three 
paces in front ; at which moment a scrjeant (Church) 
called out, *^ No, general^— no." The governor then re- 
plied, if they did not instantly obey, he would order the 
troops to fire upon them ; on wliich thfe whole seized 
their arms, and a general fire commenced, by which many 
of the mutineers fell, and the remainder dispersed them- 
selves in different directions. Previous to their disper- 
sion, captain Serrant and lieutenant B^aubors^ witii the 
St. Luke's independent company, had received drders to 
Occupy fhrt Shirley, in which were some few of the 
mutineers ; but being fhred upon, and having no instrii- 
mcnt Tv^ith which tp force the barrier gate, they were 
obliged to retreat, After the scene on the parade, many 
of the surviving fugitives were seen scrambling up tlie 
outer cabrit, others fied up the inner one, and thosfe who 
could attain it, ronipng along the Kne on the rt^ge, dis- 
charged, as they passed, the cannon which bad been 
previously loaded, and pointed on their pursuers, and 
then threw themselves headlong over th^ precipice* 
Such, however, was the spirit of intrepid activity mani- 
fested by every whi^^e individual iii the garrison, in storn^-- 
ingthe remaining post^of'th^ mutineers, that In the 
course of half an hour the whole were completely re* 
duced ; and these daring banditti may now be said (ex- 
cept about I^j wh|»are prisoners dtthosird the diips of 

* Capcsdft BaiT« aad fieotesai^'Riviostemv 
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War) to be almost wholly exterminated. It is with great 
satisfaction we find our own loss has been very trifling, 
According to the best accounts, dmoutiting to twenty 
killed and wounded. Lieutenant M'Kay and lieutenant 
Wastnays appeared to have been peculi^f objects of theit 
rage. Lieutenant Wastna/s/fate was truly lamentable. 
These barbarians having stripped him; fastened him to 
^ tree, pricked him with their bayonets, and mutilated 
him in a most shockihg manner, even retarding that 
death, which would have been a boon, as terminating 
his sttiFerings ; and the dead body of lieutenant M'Kay> 
the first victim to their Wrath, they equally insulted, by 
dragging it about the pdst in a manner too horrid to re- 
late.— The strongest powers of panegyric would be faint 
to give the due tribute to the merit of every corps which 
Was engaged in the late perilous scenes, — Great praise is 
due to captain Benjamin Matthews, of the shi|) Fanny, 
who volunteered his services, with several of his crew, 
and whose exertions on this occasion were highly useful. 
It is with concern we state, that one of his men was dan* 
gerously wounded by a grape-shot*." 

♦ The toiXse of thii miitiriy is attributed to the colonel the hon. 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, but as he will soon take his trial on 
four charges exhibited againft him by major Gordon of the said regi- 
ment, it would be premature to offer any conmient at present, al- 
though I might be justified in mauers of fact, as well as in giving the 
public a detached account of his conduct during the time he was 
governor of Dominica; which, according to the information in my 
possession, does not evince much prudence.' Having hinted this 
much, it may qot, however, be improper to state that colonel John- 
stone exhibited charges againft majqr Gordon, on whom a court- 
martial sat from the SOth January, 18Q4, and continued till the 14th 
February following, relative to the regiment, when the major was 
honorably acquitted. Major Gordon has since preferred some char- 
ges on which colonel JobQStone will be tried. The first is, for hav- 

Q 
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To ibis account I feel urged to add the sentimenls of 
the assembly of Jamaica respecting these black regir 
Hient^. ^ When the assembly agreed to give British 
pay to WOO men^ the measure was held ojit as a substi-^ 
tute to avert the evils and imminent dai^gers at that 
t»me apprehended by the inhabitants at large> from hav- 
ing black troops raised and sent here> or in other lan- 
guage^ armed slaves to^ defend and protect the rights^ the 
liberties^ and properties not only of freeinen^but of British, 
subjects^ — A measure not only considtred to proceed from 
ignorance of our local circumstances, of our laws, of our 
cofistitution, but viewed wUk abhorrence and indignation, 
which it could not fail to excite I Recent occurrences in 
some of his Majesty's windward islands^ and certain in- 
stances which have actually occurred of desertion of 
some of the black troops quartered in this country^ fully 
justify the apprehensions of the people from having a 
force of this description stationed in their garrisons^ the 
, more especially wl^n the dangerous consequence which 
must follow upon the desertion of the black troops are 
adverted to. This measure was adopted by his majesty's 
ministers^ regardless of repeated and urgent representa- 
tions made by the assembly against it^ Tvhidi appear in 
the journals of the house ; that whenever such^ or any 

ing deuioed the money inteoded for tiie snbsistehce of the corps in . 
i^e hands of the paymaster-general for his own u&y at the same- 
time weU knowing the men were in great want of it, and were main- 
tainted by their officers, who made every effort, both by advancing 
money, and obtaining credit, to keep them quiet, and to prevent the 
mutiny which aftuaHy took place. On this charge I dm not at liber- 
ty to hazard an optmony any ferther than consistency urges my say- 
ing, that the seeds of disorder and insubordination wercsown in their 
minds before the regiment was embodied, and that retarding their 
pay served only to facilitate the mutineering spirit to an open rup- 
ture, which is evident from what has happened. 
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other military establishment, is fomid to "be inexpedient 
or dangerous^ it is conceived that the subject has an un- 
doabted right to relief; and the house is well assured 
that his Majesty's paternal goodness will always induce 
him to gratify tfie wishes of his fiuthful subjects in that 
respect*." The rest of this spirited and prudent resolve 
goes on to state the reason why they originally agreed to 
subsist 2000 white troops^ as an express stipulation, ** that 
no black military establishment should be raised or sent 
,to Jamaica. An additional inducement for consenting to 
burden the peopk with so heavy an expencCy and to depart 
J^rom what they cottsider to be their inherent right, was 
the full confidence that most important benefits would be 
obtained from our white population being augmented by 
4he future colonization of these nun and their families in 
the island; a plan, and the means for effecting which, 
formed a part of the proposition-^." Without taking a 
retrospective view of the barbarities of the colour in St, 
DominjgOyWe have here a sufficient presentiment of what 
they will do, and the just abhorrence in which they are 
held by the white people of Jatnencay which I hope will 
stimulate you, Sir^, as a member of the Imperial House of 
Commons, to investigate the baneful tendency of arm- 
ing the West India slaves ; and to enable you to bring 
the question fairly before the house, it would be neces- 
sary to have an official return of the various courts-mar- 
tial for one year only. Since I have been in this place, 
they have been very prolific in the way of punishment^ 
which is, alternately night and morning, inflicted directly 
under the window of my apartment. At the rate they 

I ' 

♦ Proceedings of the House of Assembly of yamaka, Kipgstmf 
MoDdfiy, Jiine 2I9 I^o^ 
t Ibid 
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go on with it, I must suppose the whole regiment ar^ 
flogged four times round in tlie course of a twelve month. 
Until you get a fair view of these courts-martial, it will 
\)e impossible to fonn n perfect opinion of the nature of 
the negro regiments and their predilection for crimes: — • 
t:hen you will be convinced how far jt is incumbent on 
fhe British government to disband them, not in any of 
the cplonies, but in the interior o( Jfrica, out of* the 
reach and possibility of doing harm. Bryan Edwaids^ 
Esq. the late historian of the colonies, did not entertain 
that sanguine assurance of their loyalty and obedience, 
which other authors do ; no, he modestly advanced his opi- 
pion thus, (speaking of the negro regiments embodied 
hy general Williamson, during tlie speculative war of Sf. 
Domingo y and afterwards disbanded by general Mait-;- 
land, before the Mole of Cave Nichola was evacuated), 
^^ Whether any great dependence might be placed 
on the proper subordination and loyalty of such a body 
of men in time of peace, or on their fidelity in time of 
yvar, with people of their own cast, (and in cases where 
no white troops could be brought to co-operate with 
them), I will not venture to decide*." If the black 
corps are to be kept on the fVest India establishment, we 
shall, in time, be able to judge of their loyalty and sub- 
ordination,—- probably not sufficiently until they have 
set up a form of government for themselves, like their 
neighbours in Sl Domingo ; an^ this, I imagine, we may 
safely predicate will be the issue of .the speculation. 
I intreat you. Sir, to peruse and weigh well the fore- 
going considerations, also to analyze the hints I have 
thrown out respecting a white population, before the 
crown lands are disposed of in this island, whioh will 

* Vide his Po$tfcript to the Historicsil Survey of St. Dtommgot yot, 

V^ p. 399. 
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immediately open a vast prospect to a few individuals ia 
Liverpool, and will enable them to continue to ride in theiir 
coaches^ eat turtle, and drink port or claret. Before yon 
suffer twenty millions of British money to rush into the 
luxuriant soil of Trinidad, it is prudent to inquire who i^ 
likely to reap the |[)enefit of it ultimately. Be not bias* 
sed by the golden dreams of avarice ; let humanity alone^ 
guide you before you plant the old system in thb new 
§oil ; but if you think there is not enough of riiisery al- 
ready in the western hemisphere, crying out to the Bri- 
tish governtnent for redress, you will, in that case, give 
the crown lands to the best bidder, and a million of 
jnurders will soon be added to the sins of Britain! 

I remain, &c. 



P. S. The he^t way, in my humble opinion, to employ 
the negro troops is, in case hostilities should be declared 
against Spain at any future period, they might be em- 
ployed in the reduction of some of the rich towns and 
territories belonging to that power in this quarter of the 
ivorld. That a conquest, highly important to Great 
Britain, might be attained, is by no means impossibkj 
which would open a wide field to our commerce and ma- 
i^ufactures, and might ultimately lead 'to the complete 
subjugation of either Mexico or Peru, where there is a^ 
puch treasure as would pay off the national debt. 
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\4f prehension of Danger — The Illustrious CabHdo, or 
the Inquisition — haw Proceedings-^Plaintiff and 
Defendant — Escrivanos, or Lawyers — Swindling Aneo- 
dote— The 4uthor's Visit to the BastUle— TAc Hor^ 
rors of it portrayed — Commission illegally issued by 
PictQp to destroy Negroes accused of Witchtraft 
'—The Proceedings under this Commission describe 
jed — ^Rosetta Smith, her influence — ^J. B. Vallot, his 
office — Murder of a Negro— rJ)on Phillip Langdon, 
his Mode of silencing a Dun — The oppressive Imprison'^ 
ment of Mr, Dowding, Sfc. 8^c» 
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OINCE the commencement of these let'* 
tcrs, I frequently indulged the ideaof relinquishing alto- 
gether my present pursuits, from the many difficulties 
with which I am circumvented, and the danger I am ex- 
posed to in a colony governed by the Inquisition. If 
the members of it only knew that my pen is so devoted 
to the cause of humanity, they would soon torture the 
hand that holds it ; therefore I am obliged to be ex« 
tremely cautious, least my inquiries should insinuate stis^ 
picion : I shall be as expeditious as possible in <^der tp 
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leave a oolony already 90 modi a prey to Gahmay aad 
faction. The Inqmntiom, ot as k is mildly and inost 
DoUy termed^ the IlUuirums CatiUo, coasists of thir* 
teen members, who meet eyeiy Mcnday to plot 
t destmctioii ; it is composed of a French jimto of ja* 
eobias, the dsKg/i of Speim, and the filthy outcasts of the 
scua of Great Britmu and Inland. From this patiid 
Toiiex are annnally chosen two judges, one styled jiic^ 
of the first election^ and the other judge of the second^ 
who act independent of each other, and hdd se» 
parate tribunals, but eac^ to the same purport, where 
causes are tried in the following manner, though the 
real code qf laws upon which they act, I am unable to 
comprehend^ not do I learn they have any code at all ; 
neither that justice has any share in the system. I leant 
this from the very best authority, that, however malig- 
nant, cruel, and corrupt the Spanish Code des Indes is, and 
which they make some pretence of following, they have 
so far overtaken it, as to build upon it a system of cruelty 
even hitherto unauthorised by Cortez and his barbarian 
followers : — hence every clause remote from reason makes 
a link in the chain of the Trinidada jurisprudential 

The plaintiff, who might as well pretend to stop tlie 
torrent of the gulf of Faria in its progress through the 
Bocases, as to look for justice in the equity of his cause, 
unless he has doubloons enow to sport on the issue 
of it, goes to work by employing an Escrivarto to express 
the merits of his cause, which is done by scrito, or peti- 
tion to either of these judges, who, on receiving it, signs 
his name at the bottom, often without reading the con- 
tents or the prayer, according as the glittering presents 
attending it will interest bis fancy. The defendant em- 
ploys another, and sometimes the same Escrivano, wlio 
leplies by scrito after the same manner, and so they go 



12A TBAVfeLS IN TRlNltfAD. (Lct.QJ 

on like a hiorse in a mill for months and years^ until the 
Escrivanos have stccumulatfed their scritos to several 
hundreds. As it is their interest to miiltiply the scritos; 
as much as possible, they continue till they ruin eith^, or 
both, the plaintiff and defendant. The judges proceed in 
the like manner to try criminal causes, and a^ they are 
not restricted in partiality, they very often punish the 
innocent instead of the guilty, on a mere shadow of accu- 
sation, whereas they suffer the very guilty to pass with* 
out punishnientj .although the Evidence of criminality be 
at once as self evident as the light of the sun. I wonder 
how far the British government will Suff<^r them t6 pro-' 
ceed without lAakhlg an inqiiiry into their proceedings ? 
And how long are they determined to allow a large por-i 
lion of his Majesty's subjects to lay, as it were, exposed to 
be preyed upon at the mercy of such a horde, similar, in 
all respects, to the gallinazoes?*. There is another spe- 
cies of these violators of justice, called Alcaldes of th6 
Bario, meaning, J understand. Justice of the Street, cho- 
sen from among a ragamuffin crew that would disgrace 
the purlieus of St. Giles. They determine simple causes 
with the same partiality and injustice as the former, but 
more flagrant and disgraceful if possible,and as they are 
equally ignorant, consequently the fruits of their de- 
cisions will be found accordingly. 

The last; and minor members of the Inquisition that 
must ever remain as a monument of infamy, and will 
occupy a long page of disgraceful obloquy in the historio 



* Gallinazo, or American vulture, a ravenous and filtty bipd thit 
feeds on carrion, and who instantly devours all dead carcases 
which the hunters have skinned. They are better known in this it- 
land by the appellation of the Governor's Life Guard, from tlie ala- 
crity with which they devoured those who bad been hanged* 
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Volumes of the British colonies^ is \he Escritanoa: Jf 
they can write, it is all the education required^ but they 
^ must give strong proof of tiieir depravity of character 
before they can be admitted; they are indeed addicted . 
to every kind pf depraved habits; and what is 
very surprising, they are intrusted with every man's 
public affairs, for their offices are the only repositories 
for all d(eeds> instruments, &c. drawn by themselves. It 
will appear, from the different accounts I have heard, that 
&is body of mii^creants have acted very shocking deeds 
since the colony has been in the possession of Great 
Britain. Were I to relate every instance commu- 
nicated to me since I began to inquire into their con- 
duct, I should swell my correspondence to an enor- 
mous bulk-. I beg leave to present you with a few inno^ 
cent fragments only of their gnilt> as a feature from 
which you may make due and accurate deductions. 

Some little time since one of them of the name of 
Don Diego de Alcala, was detected by s^ M. Begorrat in 
forging the signature of the prior governor Chacon, to a 
sentence in favour of some person or other who was not 
entitled to it, for which he received six hundred dollars. 
M. Begorrat used his utmost endeavours to bring him to 
the punishment the magnitude of his crime d^mandedj 
but as he was a favourite of governor Pictoni who did 
not seem to wish his friend any harm, notwithstanding 
there were many other crimes of the like import loudly 
calling out for justice against him> he escaped the secret 
conclave of which he was a member; but, perhaps the 
constitution of the colony placed him above the rpach of 
. doing wrong* Some weeks previous to his being detect-* 
.' ed in these forgeries, he was sent for by a French gentle- 
man of the name of B , who had lately arrive^^ 

R 
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who being indisposed^ and possessing a large property in 
the island^had his will made by Don Diego in the Spanish- 
language, a language which the French gentleman and*, 
his children did not understand, to whom he thought 
he had legally bequeathed his property. It so happened i 

that M. B- recovered, and was induced to send to Doft . 

Diego's oflSce for a copy of the will, with a view to sub- 
mit it to the careful perusal of one of his friends who un- 
derstood the language, when, to his great astonishment^ ^ 
the will in question was found regulcurly drawn in favour 
of people he had never known, and consequently totals 
strangers to him. It was drawA in favour of Don DiegoV 

own wife and children, without a schilling to M. B ^s^ 

nine sons and daughters. He was neither tried nor pu- 
nished for this direct robbery, only suspended in the seat 
he held in the Inquisition.. Notwithstanding his many* 
errorsand crimes,he will certainly bean important witness . 
when the secrets of the Inquisition become the subject 
of parliamentary investigation,, which, I trust, for the 
known humanity and justice of my coun^, will be sooiv. 
called for. Will the Almighty. God prosper Britain, 
* when it fosters and protects a spot like this, already sa 
deluged with horrid crimes? To go on^; I visited the 
Bustilk the other day : in the lower department, which 
appeared to me in somewhat like a hen-coop, but proba- 
bly about twenty feet square, were' lodged no. less thai^ 
one hundred negroes^ with large ugly heavy chains rivet- 
ed about their, necks, waists, &c. ; and, to my great asto- 
nishment, several Britisli, seamen confined in the same 
filthy hole of an apartment along with them. Pas- 
ing by one of them, he gave me a benignant glance, witl> 
a large swelling tear suspended on his eyelidji whiclv 
I construed to tliis effect, though he said something \ 
could not well hear. '^ I have been, more than eight 
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Aears fightingr the eternal foes of Great Britain : this 16 
the delightful manner 1 am treated by her internal ones: 
. .what a reward for my services !" I inquired the reason 
why the poof tars were confined^ and found it was for 
the great crhne of b^ing out late in the street, a lit: 
tie disguised. If they are liable to be confined for these 
simple crimes, why is their confinement made so igno- 
minious to the gallant lads, who deserve better treatment? 
But, alas! power will be abused in all places out of JS»g- 
Jaud. In some adjacent cells were lodged about thirty 
or more poor Africans of all ages, accused of witchcraft, 
.necromancy, &c. : all these unfortunate creatures were 
Ashackledmnd rivetted to the ground, much exhausted with 
^ long and tedious confinement, and extreme heat in n 
/dirty hole; it is remarkable they $ustaia existence, upon 
,the simple diet of impure.water and ^plantains. These 
last unfortunate creatures are tried by a deputation from 
the Inquisition, usually consisting gf some French inha 
bitants, who^ proceed to trial upon vague grounds of 
accusation, under a commission illegally issued by 
-Governor Picton*. It is a well known fact to thoje 
who aie acquainted with the manners and customs of the 
Africans, that they are fond of collecting and carrying 
about with them any kind of bauble they may prgnuscu- 
ously meet with, either in the fie^ds, rivers, or, elsewhere. 
Now, Sir,so ti mid, or o ther wise so diabt^UcaUy ignorant and 
depraved are the French and Spanish inhabitants of jfW- 
nidad, and so easy is Picton's mip.d influenced to sacrifice 
the life of a fellow-creature, wjiich he seems to consider 
of no value, that he immediately believes all the trifles the 
Africans carry about them, are to assist some supernatural 
.talent or other; this is sufficient to put them to deaths 

• 

. ^ TUs ideotical coxnniKsioD i» now before the Privy C^^ 
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I have seen many of the baubles taken from $ome of - 
these poor victims of human igiforance and human cruel^ 
ties^ which consisted of nothing else but fossils^ bone$ of 
various animals^ stones, seeds of plants, and small pieces 
of metal belonging to difierent kinds of furniture. To 
me these baubles appeared quite innoctsnt, and I dare 
say, will equally so to the majority of .the enlightened 
vrorld, unless they implicitly believe certain paradoxes 
advanced by some anttent writers, pLiNVsays, His- 
TOR. lib. vii. ♦f that there are in jtfrica clans of men whq 
blast trees, kill children, horses and herds of cattle, by 
magic;'' and Au^lus Gellius says, in his Nodes Jttiatf 
that in Africa also, are ^^ some families who bewitch by 
Ae tongue, and by praising, blast trees, kill brute ani- 
mals and children." Is it possible to believe what De 
Lancre says, in page 507^ that ^f a conjuror did great 
mischief by uttering these unintelligible words, Fach, 
Feck, Siest, Sti/, Stuf And again, Pietro dell a 
Valle asserts, in his l6th letter, that ''certaiti conjurors, 
who, barely looking on, eat the hearts of men, and some- 
times the hearts of cucumbers." ^* Those who try and con- 
demn the poor unfortunate Africans in this place, be- 
lieve all tliose things more than they do the gospel. 
When a criminal is brought before them, he is accused 
of *^ making a sort of powder which produces insects, 
to revenge all the produce of the estate or plantation, 
inventing by the power of certain words and charms to 
destroy the canes, and do other mischief; such as be- 
witching one by his hat, ai^other by his shoes, and ano- 
ther by the latch of ^is door, turning his money into 
dang, or pieces of bom, and devouring a man's heart; 
grving cruel uneasiness, and inflicting burning .pains on 
jljeir fellow-slaves, and their masters and mistresses, kill- 
^glhem^apd blasting tree9,8tc.'' Itb cruel to relate (butl 
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tfie sacred cause of God and truth impel me) ; if slavei ' 
lire brought before this deputation to give evidence 
against the criniinal^ who will refuse to give such evi-» 
dence as may lead to the conviction of the accused, they 
(the witnesses) are put to the torture or picketted ! Some 
in order to avoid this excruciating punishment, givr 
false testimony, and others again who had firmness to ad^ 
here to truth, have hngered away their lives in close cont 
finement. Rosetta Smith, the aspera Sf horrendu virgo 
of government-house, acts the part of Inquisitorial-Gene- 
ral, whose business it is to accuse the unfortunates above 
{nientioned^ as vfeU as all others, white or black. 

** Who breaks widi her, provokes revenge from Hell !'* 

As she will have a conspicuous place in my subsequent 
correspondence, I shall lal^e her up less often than I have 
occasion, but beg leave to lay her aside for the present, 
until I have an opportunity of introducing her to you in 
form. With her is connected in these horrid transactions, 
Jean Baptistb Vallot, Provost-Martial of the fnqui* 
lition, pimp, pander, and spy to the whole fraternity, as 
Well as inspector of witchcraft, magic,- 8cc. It is his busi- 
ness, in conjunction with his patron, to invent new spe- 
cies of tortures for slaves. They order the ears of run- 
aways to be cut oiF contrary to the will of the proprietors, 
and haV^ the superintendence of all the indecent casti^- 
gations, for which they receive a certain fee for each slave. 
Hence, being lucrative, the more that are castigated, tlie 
more profitable to the concern. 

Some time in the year 1801, $l slave belonging to a Mr. 
Macnamara, having run away, was taken ; Pieton, as 
usual/ ordered his esirs to 'be cut oiF. In th^ opemtion of 
Ifm cruel mandate in the yard belonging to the BastiOe, 
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the unbiappy object dropj>ed down dead. '' Eear," say* 
-my informant^ '' probably caused the effect, for I could 
not perceive (but I was too far distaat to observe minute'- 
ly) that the Jiig/iim was molested/' The dismal looking 
fnonster Vallot was present, who seemed much elated 
pn account of his having received his fees previous to the 
.€:i^ecutioQ. '' The same day/' continued my informant^ 
<Mr. Dowding, ^who was confined more than two years 
and a half in the Bastille), ^^ I saw another black negro 
jreceive a inost severe -castigation, until the skin was whol- 
ly excoriated from his posteriors. I was curious enough 
to ask this bleeding victim, who was his master^and what 
he bad done to merit so severe a punishment ? He re^ 
plied, thf^t be had no master^ was a free man ; but what 
is freedom in this colony? He formerly belonged to an 
English gentleman of humanity in the island of Grenada^ 
who bad been so benevolent in his last pangs as to be* 
,queath him his freedom, as a just recompense for his 
past services. He came over to Trinidad to obtain em* 
ployment asa wopd-cutter, and was.accordingly employ- 
ed by a Mr. Langton, for whom he. successfully worked 
imtil seventy dollars were due to him. Being in want of 
some money to sustain himself, \ie demanded a part onljr 
from his employer, who refused to give him ^y, teUing 
^im to continue the Wod(, and that he would pay him a;t 
,^ future period. To this the poqr fellow would not com 
ply, alledging that be could npt work without eatings 
and he must h^iive money to purchase eatables, as nobody 
;Would give him ..credit |br them. Uppn which be wa» 
arrested, and thrown into the cpnunoa dungeon, whei^ 
yia)lot finding he had no person to take bis part, dumed 
;bim as his property for the jaol fees. He received thi§ 
castigation for having been rather disguised* I th^ 
^^sked \am wbeUi^ therejirere no jt^eefiia jof ob^wiQf 



justice; to Whicb he replied ia his own dialect thus : — 
^ GufrnirA <fei one debbk, dejafbi dd hee broder, an dejait 
t$a htlh Whenjayla sayhangumy Gubnahso^ttekdc ropdl'* 
*^ This exomation excited my risilade feculties as muefa. 
U previously his treatment had ckdmed my commiser^-. 
tion ; accordingly, t left him- in the most ^excruciating 
pain; putting a dollar in his hand to console him in hia 
unhappy situation.*' 

There are many mdre of these disgusting &cenes of de- 
pra\dty in my possession, but I think you haye here 
enough of them to wish the prime mover of them in pri^ 
Tate the benison of all tyrants. 

Anxious as \ am to proceed with this narriUive, with 
as few interruptions as possible, I .cannot avoid pausing 
for a moment at such a scene as is here presented, in the 
execution of this diabolical commission. Are we to con- 
clude that the wretches who compose it believe in the 
potency of drugs, charms, conjuration, and mighty magic, 
and in sentencing those poor creature to deat^^> do they 
believe they are performing a duty they owe to truth ? Or 
inust we admit that they deride such exploded notions as 
unworthy of credit, and yet are so debased by their fear, 
or won by their interest, as to execute whatever the au- 
thor of this commission commands, however detestable 
or shocking to justice and humanity? Alas! in either 
case, the character of human nature suffers: — In one case 
she is reduced below the level of savage ignorance, and 
in the other below the depth of savage depravity. 

Having mentioned Mr. Dowding, it is not itiy duty to 
pass nim over in silence,-=-his long and tedious confine- 
ment merits my attention ; and I hope an illegal and wan- 
ton exertion of authority will claim some consideration in 
your humane heart, at whatever period his hard case may 
come under yo.ur reprobation. This gentleman is a na- 
tive of BarbadoeSy and, I believe, had been many years 



in Ettglani attfending bis educationj vthtxt he has many 
respectable frirads and connectioids in the niercantito 
line. He came here about three years ago on some busi« 
ness or other of that nature; 

Opposite to the house he occupied was a grog-shop^ or 
more properly speakings a disorderly house^ kept by a 
Spaniard^ and a place of resort fat vagabonds of every co« 
lour and description, who took it into their heads to make 
it a constant practice of leaving their filth at his door. 
He complained of the nuisance to the officer of the po« 
Uce^ a Frenchman of the name of Lasauvagier^ who tol4 
Mr. Dowding that he mu3t take the aggressors whenever 
he detected them, and carry them to prison* Mr. Dow» 
ding very properly replied that he could not with proi- 
priety take upon him the duty of a magistrate. These 
vagabonds finding that Mr. Dowding received no redress 
from the officer abotementioned,persevered in their former 
conduct^ but in a more open and aggravated manner, till 
they were detected one evening by his seiTant. Mr. 
Dowding, irritated at these repeated acts of insult, pur- 
sued them with a stick,— they were too nimble for him» 
therefore escaped a well merited chastisement. The next 
morning Mr. Dowding received a message from an Al- 
calde of the name of Bernard, to appear before him to 
answer to a complaint of an assault preferred against him 
by those vagabonds, which he obeyed, attended by some 
respectable neighbours to prove his innocence, if neces** 
sary. It was to no purpose, fqr the Alcalde, partial to hi^ 
Spanish friends, sentencc4 Mr. Dowding to the Bastille 
for an hour or two, who was of course obliged to comply, 
but with the prospect of being liberated ; however, to his 
great astonishment. General Picton, instead of liberating 
him, confirmed the unjust decree, and desired him to quit 
the colony without delay, notwithstanding Mr, Dowding 
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remonstrated against the second unjust decree, very pro- 
perly alledging the particular mercantile affairs in which 
fie was concerned would, if he obeyed, prove very prejti- 
dicial to his' interest, besides having landed property in 
the island, and unconscious of being a transgressor in any 
one instance whatever^ he was firmly J^npelled to resist 
the new mandate, in itself hot only arbitrary, and incon- 
sistent, but not extraordinary in the annals of Picton's 
administration ; which evinces to your candid judgment 
how far the interest of the colony, and that of Great 
Britain has been regarded by the military mamouth, in 
the ill-treatment he manifested towards this gentleman, 
whom he inimured in an unwholesome prison, the Bas- 
tille of the Inquisition, for more than, as I have already 
aaid, two years ai^d a half, and he might have conti- 
iHied in that situation to the end of his days, had not 
the benevolent colonel Fullarton introduced him once 
acre to society and personal liberty. It is super- 
fluous to mention, that upon the arrival of the colo- 
nel, he was (as an innocent man) set at liberty ! I have 
no comment whatever to make on the important and 
disgraceful facts which I have exhibited in^s letter; I 
leave them to the reprobation of everj^^tdmirer of British 
humanity and British freedom. 

jid interim vale. 
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J^rdiminmy Uemari»-^A Biographical Sketch ofGover^ 
nor HctOQ — His Origin and Connections, rxntk his first 
Career in Trinidad — A common Mode of " raising the 
Windi* displayed — Custom-hoiise Rats and Panders — 
His false Exploits trumpeted-^His disgusting Con^- 
duct to Strangers reprobated — Madam Rosetta sc- 
lectedfor a Mistress to prevent a Repetition of certain 
Crimes — The Honey Mootir— Presents bestowed for- 
Secret Services — Her Asundancy — Her peculative and 
plundering Excesses — Resistance dangerous^^The Go-* 
'vemor^sunk in the Lap of Ease> — ^Rosetta takes the 
Reins of Government into her own Hands — Her first 
Jet of Cruelty directed towards Mrs. Giiffitbs and her 
Vat^hters^-^Hie Governor remonstrated with en this 
Qccasionr^His romantic Repfy-^The iUegal ExecU" 
tion of a Serjeant of the Royal Artillery y and a French 
PlafUer-^Slaves clandestinely carried away, and the 
Planters plundered — General Reflections, 8^c. 



Head-Quancrs, Puirto ds Espana, March 1803, 

PEAR sm, 

JLlR. BLAIR somewhere remarks, "that 
the history of mankind has ever been a <;pntinued trage- 
dy, — the world a great theatre, exhibiting the same re- 
|)eated scene of the follies of men shooting forth into 
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guilty and bf their paasioos fermentiiig by a quick pro- 
tess into misery.'* 

. Thougfai biography is not only a beacon to wara^but fiitw 
nishes a bright example to ioiitate^ it id singular that the 
liYes of vicious characters^ and the hated colours in which 
they are exhibited^ should not have more or less an influ- 
ence on the callouft and unprincipled. One would suppose 
that the bare idea bf being h wded dowii to posterity as a 
monument of depravity^ would at times check the 
vicious machinations> and stay the atirocioua <jleed ; but 
instead 6f having this benign effectj we frequently see 
men perched on the giddy heights of power^ sink into 
the abyss of apathy^ experiencing no melody but from the 
4sound of torture. It is no less strange that the flagrant 
flowers strewed ou the graves <^ real worthy should not 
^tknulate mankind to virtuous actions. That the finger 
of scbrn^ which has ever been pointed at the tyrants 
who governed Sin/on^ Ferres^ Prstor of Sicily, or at 
the three woj^taiBS> celebrated by Pope in hia Moral 
Essays^ Ward^ Waters:^ and Chartres^ does not t^nd to 
ccnrrect the example that leads to eitecration; 

The ingenuous mindi however^ shrinks afirif^lied at the 
eontemplation of such monsters as the classic page ofteot 
j>ortrays\ The indignant feelings of the soul are solemn- 
ly roused to brand and Appreciate the sanguiniary tyrant^ 
and the worthiest miniony such a^ a Tiberius^ a Nero^ or 
a Se^anu^^ amidst the splendour of usurped power^ and 
the bardaced flattery of grovelling pimps and syeoj^ahts. 
But these as they are characters who have acted their 
part at a distant theatre> having long ago made their 
exit, are not so well calculated to make ain impression 
at thi^ period as thOse who have Utely started up in 
trance, and those who are connected with us in the ties of 
country^ rdUgiony and mamiers. With these preiimH 
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naries^ 1 beg leave to commence a description of some of 
the characters now around me. I shall nol attempt to 
conceid the truths nor invent falsehood^ for I have enough 
of the fopmer^ without resorting to the latter. I shaH 
act with them according to Sir Matthew Hales' maxim, 
^' Let me remember when I Jind myself inclined to pity 
a criminal, tlure ii likewise a pity due to the country/' 
> Thomas Picton, as being the leading character, claims 
our first attention.^ He was bom of obscure parents 
somewhere on the mountains of South Wales. I am to^ 
tally unacquainted witbhis- early progress in* life, or with 
his relations, any farther than that he has a sister maiv 
Tied in Nez0 York, to a peddling broker of the name of 
JBette, who was originally an Hineraot showman' or play- 
er in the Umted States of America ; at other times a 
sailor, &c. He came here about two years^ ago to pay a 
visit to his brolher-in-law, who being elevated in a most 
extraordinary manner to the appellj^tion of ** Excellency ,' 
which none of the family ever enjoyed before or sincfe 
Uiedays of Caractacus, it was some time before little 
Bette could be recollected in the pomp and grandeur of 
the great man's court, and even then it was with that 
jcoldness, which manifested a treasonable abuse of friend^ 
^hip, and an inward perplexity, the constant companioa 
iof pride, with a sort of secret sense of unworthiness that 
sunk him amidst hir triumph and fancied greatness. 

There are some pitiful wretches, who having jtist 
emerged, by a perverse partiality of fortune, from the 
lowest condition, conceive that the only way of shewing 
themselvies qualified to mnintain their new character, is 
Ao manifest an extreme seorn for their old one y and that, 
to evince an elevation of nund proportioned to their rise 
of forttme, they have only to discard the associates and 
witnesses of their humble beginnings'; which puts me 
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in mind of the poet's account of the metamorphosis of 
Atlas into a mountain ; '^ his beard and hair shot up into 
a huge forest f his^ shoulders and hands became ridges^ 
his head supported the place of a pinnacle ;' his bones 
were converted into rocks ; and his whole person swelled 
out to a monstrous size^ on which aH the stanrs of heaven 
reposed/' Bette returned (as I ain informed) disgusted 
at the change in his brother-in-law's deportment, as well 
as his morals, who mistook pride for dignity, giving 
himseif airs of importance, and behaving to all as if 
haughtiness were bis exclusive prerogative, as though 
civility belonged only to private men; yet instead 
of being respected, he^as the reverse. Sensible that hh 
conduct provoked laughter, and deserved ridicule, he told 
him. one day at table, that, with all his greatness, he v^ras 
sure his situation was much more enviable when they 
lived in Wales on twenty pounds a^year, than as he then 
was governor of Trinidad. 

He came here as lieutenant-colonel when the island 
was conquered under the command of the much lament- 
ed Sir Ralph Abercromby, who appointed him governor. 
He, like many others, entered upon public life too early; 
was invested with the supreme authority of a commercial 
colony, before he obtained the knowledge of governing 
himself, consequently formed systems in haste, upon felse 
premises, — on erroneous theories, erected upon the chimes. 
Tjcal' fabric of a treacherous foundation. 

Elated with his elevated situation, he vainly imagined 
he should find.favour in the eyes of his Sovereign (who is 
literally speaking the father of his people)', by pushing 
authority much farther than had hitherto been attempted 
by delegated majesty. In this island Sir Ralph found a 
considerable number of British runaways, or more pro- 
periy speaking, \£ I may use the expression, 'scape^emps. 



£rom the other West India Islands ; men who would dttf 
grace^ if possible^ either the ml oS America oi Moianj/ 
Biijf. The Spaniards encouraged/ and th^r laws pro* 
tected them ; hence^ before it was captured^ it was like 
America, a rookery for fugitive vagabonds of every des- 
cription. Dreams of avarice^ azid it& proximity to the 
main^ held out delusive prospects at a distance to mer- 
eantile men> who earner with their articles to realise the 
golden dreams; To the planter^ they sold oa Credit^ 
under the idea of j>robity, little dreading that the laws 
of tlie colony were in the bands of those of whom J have, 
in my preceding letter, attempted to give a faint delinea- 
tion. Betrayed by these circumstances, it could no| be 
expected, after the unfortunate merchant was precipi- 
tated into the snare of villainy, his credit would maintain: 
itself at home without making retuiilsy which could not 
be made, as the laws of Trinidad prevented the plsu^ter 
being honest, at least they would not oblige hi|n, if he 
was inclined to avail himself of their protection; ; the con- 
sequence was, as might be anticipated, the merchant be* 
came insolvent^ some returned home to giveanaccoimt 
of their misfortunes, and others remained overwhelm-^ 
ed with ennui. Elated with the dazzling refulgence of 
his elevation/ with the mark of iht beast distinctly evi- 
dent on his forehead, Picton was ready, upon all occasions^ 
to authorise, if not to foment any measure, however scan- 
dalous and mischievous, which tended to the augmenta^ 
tion of his fortui>e ; finding himself firmly fixed under the 
auspices of the Inquisition, he began to look round himy 
designing to make his reign as profitable as possible. 
The tobls he selected to put his designs into executioBy 
were like himself, corrupt by constitution, and had their 
origin in filthy whose lives might as well be measured by 
jtheir crimes as by theij^ days, making a jest of fame, ami 
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koghmg at Virtue ;•— -he fcmnd them ready to second any 
iakjuity with greecboess. W ith such exhalations^ dravm 
from the rankest fens and finilest ditches^ he began his 
^rear in this island* 

Among die first Uiings that attracted his attention^ was 
the vendue offioe^ which yielded monthly five hundred 
dollars^ if not more. GambIing4iouse8, of which diere 
are miany^ afforded considerable gain ; every billiard* 
taUe paid^ and i^o^ pays monthly sixteen dollars. The 
postom-house^ I was tokl^ was a profitable concern^ but 
what share he bad of its enormous fees> I have not been 
able to learn^ however, it is of no consequence, — the fi)l- 
lo\i'ing statement will enable you to form some idea of 
the luci'ative situation of the cu(stom«-house rats. You 
^ve plenty of such vermin at home^ who are, like those 
that are here^ preying oq commerce. When the evil ia 
accounted legitimate at the fountain*head, we should not 
complain of its nuisance at this remote distance : to 
be upon a par with those at home, the fees ought to be 
doubled. The captam of the British schQoaerj» Eclipse^ 
(Parker), of seventy tons burthen, in the service of the 
contractor, Mr. Cruden, of Barbadocs, entered 300 bar* 
rds of flour, and cleared forty head of cattle, upon 
which he paid the following fees ; 
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. * Kittc Bitts make a Dollar in this 
uland. 



The American schooner, Aspasla, of 
ninety-eight tons, also paid 
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In addition to iins, may be reckoned the fandango 
ficences^ which cost eight dollars a-piece. In shorty eve- 
ry thing that was capable of being made lucrative^ he 
tamed to his ^d vantage^ so that the first year of his go- 
vernment yielded more than c£. 1 5,000, most of which 
sum, however, I am well informed, was obtained by op- 
pression and peculation. The oppressor and peculator, 
I have always considered the pests of society. The plea 
of a series of national services (even where there is a co-r 
lour for it), cannot palliate the charge of having made 
thousands miserable ; but, I cannot find that this oppress 
sor and peculator has any such plea to urge, unless in- * 
deed we explode truth for a while, to give credence to 
, his panders, when they boast of his fiilse exploits, in frus- 
trating invasions, insurrections, witchcraft, mighty magic> 
fcc which they have been in the habit of trumpeting so 
long, that they now firmly believe the reality of what was 
originally the child of imagination. Supposing their 
empty assertions were really well founded, will it for a mo-- 
ment diminish the crimes and the cruelties laid to hi^ 
charge which I am about to develope? 

Settlers (British) began now to crowd into the island ; 
they were all obliged, as^soon as they landed, to be intro- 
duced to him, according to the usual custom of the West 
India islands, when he never failed (if he disliked the ap- 
pearance of any of the strangers) to usher them to his mi- 
rador ; and after pointing out to th^m a gallows which he 
had caused to be erected in an oblique direction from his 
house, he used thus to accost them : '' Look at that gal- 
lows. Sir! if you do not behave yourself properly, you 
may depend on being hanged, — go about yOur business^ 
^nd let me not hear any complaint about you." 

What a salutation for a British subject from a British 
governor, in a British island I One would be apt to sup- 



pose, though bom and bred among the goats on thi 
mountains of IVales, that he might have had a little more 
iense,' than to make u^e of such langfiagfe to the meanest 
of his Majesty V subjects, who are taught, by the consti* 
tution of England, to believe tliat they were not-created 
to be the sport of any tyrant whiatever; within the pa{l«.of 
that immortal fabric ! A reception so harsh, lk>' blasphe^ 
mously absurd, did not fait to' gain governor Piclcm a for^ 
iflidable host of enemies. At this 6arly period of his ca- 
reer, he wasf very lonely for Mrant of a doiftestic partner 
to share his amordus embraces, to ease his mind of the 
arduous dbties of his station ; but no one could "be conve- 
niently found suitable to his taste, which, enpass'ant/is not . 
very refined. Hence, it is said of him ds Was liaid'of 4 
late Antigua governor (Park), who \Vas' put to death hf 
the inhabitants for his cruellies/ that ^' he iieither spared 
a mail in his rage, nor a woman irthis lustT How far he 
lUerits this assimiliation, it \i\\\ be soon in your power to 
jud^^-e. **#***♦*#*.#**♦ 

« # # # # «r #«#### * 'if M # 

Thes6 repeated' a«?ts of brtJtalit)'' did not fail' to. rouse 
the indignation of immy whosfe ihinds w^re yet in an 
Oscillatory state respecting* his conduct. The British 
viewed 1m m as' a ferocious barbarian ;^ the French and 
Spanislr inhabitants, habituated to oppression and cAnes^ 
seldom gave his action?' any seriOus conside/ati6n ;-^ 
however, his panders were now alarmed. Feaiful thai 
reports of bis conduct Would reach the thrOne, they 
advised him to procure sbme female* to prevent 
a repetition of such crimes-: in the mean time, h6 

♦ Thb volume may, in all probability, fall into the hands of some 
of the fskir sex, dierefore my high regard for themtprevents my giv- 
ing publicity to these shocking tales. 
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bad several pimps who foraged for him, — black or livid 
'Coloured were equally welcome, to his depraved embraces. 
After much trouble and many vexatious efforts, a loving 
&ir ooe was fouad oong^i^l-td his mind^^of the Qame of 
ibpseita S'mitl^ of whom I made honourable mention ia 
toy preceding letter. She was solicited to leave h^r hus* 
hand &d her children^ to become Lady Governess. Al« 
lured by ambition, she abandoned every thing dear to 
Ae imf^gioation'of a female, to share the pillow and 
power of the greatest man in the colony ; and as he is 
c^led ^, the most potent governor in his Msyesty's domi-f' 
aions.^ Soon' after the honey moon' was over, he pre- 
j^nted her with the fuel contract for the garrison, saying,- 
f* Accept of thUho^telle, my dariing; the profits of it 
will enable you to buy trinkeU,S^c.^ The profits of this 
^gateUe^9& he was pleased to call it, enabled Rosetta to 
bribe almost all the kept ladies ip' the colony to reveal^ . 
the secrets of their paramours, and' thereby he became' 
acquainted with the sentiments of the inhabitants gene- 
ftally. Those who unguardedly insinuated their disappro- 
bation^ or animadverted on his tyrannical conduct^ be-^ 
o^e the immediate objects of his vindictive tage, were 
arrested and confined in the bastille, amongst negroes 
afflicted with'loathsome distempers ; their friends and ac- 
quaintances ivere denied the satisfaction of visiting them^ 
dxul even ^ oommon comforts of life frequently denied* 
lintreat you to pause for a moment, while you give a 
&ill scope to your imagination, to anticipate, if possible^ 
the feelings which must necessarily occur under such a^ 
degrading predicament Incarcerated in a nauseous pri* 
son, without a breath of fresh air, respiring the putrid ex- 
Jbalation copiously emitted from your fettered feUow-^ 
prisoners, the. clangour of their chains, together with 
iheir hideous yells, niust asshnikte yomr situationto thi^ 



Let. 10.] RosmTTA smi^h. 147 

of iine infernd regions, your mind would be either ' 
racked with horror^ at corroded widi despair and resenti* 
meat agaiiist bim who thus helL4oomed you ; but^ tiji 
this Was extremely gratifying to GoTerpor Hqt;on^ wbost 
sole deUghi was to lonnent incy^K^dminalely. 

** AJpil what a scene of horror! widi'ring there> 
** Where nieD» by despots robb'd (^li^t ^nd aii^ 
>< In fetid doDgeons kft to rot alooe^ 
f* Their cause impleaded, and their crime uaknoWn^ 
** Doom'd to hold coni^rse\rith Aide d^iBp%skadtd|l 
,** Their flinty beds^ they foniui^Jifea4^ 

Rosett^ though not tinctured with humanity^ was 
iowever prompted by avarice to visit the recesses of hor- 
ror, to tender her services^ and for a few doubloons 
.would pet tbem at liberty ; so that it appears that this 
^ethod of *f raising the win<y was too luqcatiy« uot to 
b6 followed with peculiar attention. Her influence over 
)^s mind increased t^ more he discovered her talents c^ 
accumulating wealthy conseipaently nothing was resorted 
to that would tend to embarrass her financial operar 
tions. There is hardly a store or shop in this town but 
she regularly visited ; — ^any article that took her fancj 
particularly toys) she would carry away without paying 
for it ; indeed it would be d^eath to t^ke notipie of her. 
I have heard only of one person who dared to resist hejr 
encroachments. Whereupon she flew in a rage to go- 
vernment-house, and complained to governor JKcton of 
this gentleman's insolence in refusing her some trinkets^ 
A file of soldiers were instantly dispatched for the offen- 
-der, and he was ignominiously dragged tp government- 
house, when colonel Pictpn thus accx^sted him :. *' You 

are a pretty fellow, ad d insolent jacobin rascal ; J'U 

^ake an example of you, to shew the rascals I govern j 
$bat I will be obeved.'' One of his judges QpMe hiK m^ 
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pcarance, dnd after a few minutes private conference, the 
geatleman was ordered to the bastille for sedition. 

lit is customary with him' never to hear both sidefe of 
a question. If anjr malicious individual of his junto/or 
their dependants^ bad taken the least umbrage against 
another pei*son, however mpdest and innocent hi^ deport- 
ment, by giving a fee to Rosetta, tbe unfortunate accused 
would be either hanged, burqt, put in tb^ bastille, or 
otherwise puuiabed* Kcfsetta uo^y' regulated thie govern- 
ment, d6mhianded*tbc militaiy''^, held' her levee twice a 
week, which was hurhcrbusly attended by a croiid of sy- 
cophants, ma}e and female panders, §cc. Those who did 
not pay' their Jerom, might apprehend trouble, if not 
destruction. An instance of this nature soon followecj. : 
]Mrs. Griffiths, and. two amij^ble daughters, never attend- 
e4 the levee, therefore, Jlosetta inarke^ them out for des- 
truction. It is unnecessary to remark, that if tiiey di4 • 
attend t}ie.&i'ee of tjiis JN^edea, Uieir conduct would be . 
deemed no less than cxtfemely repreheiisible by those 
u{iohoidvh*tue in esteem; for, witliout tliiit inestimable * 
jewel, the fair sex would present not^iing but a disgust- 
ing shadow of uniform depravity, the baneful effects of 
which we see strongly exemplified in the case before us. 
Dr. Johnson says, that ^^ virtue is merely Iqc^l . Jn sQijie 
situations the air dis^ease^ tlie \>ody, §nd. in others poisons 
the mindf." ^hat fis it may, I am not gq\ng to dispute 
the iTuiUer with the docj|;or, but to assert that it ^s a crime 
to be virtuous ill this island, and for t\iat reason, these 
ladies experienced implacable, resentment. They inba- . 
bited?i house bejpnging to themselves in Qiieen Street, — 

'* I do not mean to assert tliat she commanded the forces publicly, 
but tHat she was 'commander in chief privately, may be credited as 
anuhBoldtefaft."' ' "* ,-...- ... ■' -^ 



iii. 10.3 OP^EESSION. r49 

Sosetta sen I a message to them^ which imported tliat 
she waDted to purchase the house. They took no notice 
of the impudent wretch^ iior her message^ as Uiey did' 
iiot Dfant to p^t with tlieir prpperty. Kosetta (having 
the power of torturing at her command)^ persisted in he- 
former demand) — ^was resolved to have the house right 
6t wroog> — sent a guard of soldiers with her diabolical* 
orders to confine the old lady and her daughters, toge- 
ther with their attendants, to a small apartment in thp 
houses to prevent evory intercourse with either theiif 
friends or thejr neighbours, aijd the necessaries of li^e 
firom being conveyed to these distressed females. .One 
gentleman, <*f wliose compassionate heart I have seen re- 
peated instances, and who is an honour to the country 
which gavehim birth ( Englandj^wvis stimulated by the god- 
like feelings which gave him a distinguished pre-eminence 
over the rest of his countrymen in this place. Being in 
the neighbourhood, he contrived sonie means to re* 
lieve them, but his beneficent wishes were soon defeated, 
by his being detected in conveying a kettle of hot water 
to them at the back of the premises, to make a little tea 
for themselves. They were besieged so closely after- 
wards, bolli in front and rear of the house, that tliey were 
ultimfjitely obliged to capitulate to Rosetta's forces. She 
lias held the conquest ever since (say four yeais), which 
brings her in eight hundred dollars per amntm/ Now, 
whether this mQi[iey goes into Piston's pocket, or is add- 
ed to the profits of the fiiel contract, to purchase Rosetta 
more trinkets, &c» is a question I am not able to cluci- 
clote ; however, it is of no consequence, since the act it-* 
self will rouse youi* indignation, and make you exclaim 
^th the poet — 

" Calmly to practice injuries pre-designed, 
f* Argues thebakness of a villain's mind. 



I baye been told that some gentlemen remonstrated witl^ 
Picton on this shamefal proptitatipi;! of authoritj and rob^ 
beiy^ and at the pame time .^rged that bis piurtiality £>r 
Bosetta l^tad been alr^y tpo cooapicuqus in many ior • 
(Stances* To sonte he aUedged be ^id not interfere with 
Rosetta's busine^ but one gentlemen in {mrticular^ he wa^ 
pleased to ansi^er in the ^following romantic strain. 
^' What is life withput bve, jB^ithout that tender union of 
jieartsy which is acc(Mnpanied with tl^lling transport? 
Jiever to l?e described ? And must this ^mi^Je creature> 
urtiose extreme sensibility is so delightfolly depicted i^ 
«very glance of her ientimental eyes^— in every %tWre 
of her lovely countenance^ — ^refJete at once vinth beauty^ 
benevolence, wi^dom^ wd truth; be denied any favour in 
my power to bestow ? No^ Sir^ I am dj^termi^ed not t^ 
interfere^, therefore your further animadversions shall b^ 
considered as an insult " It is well for mankind that 
Picton has not awiderfi^ld to sport in; if b^ hadjh4 
^ould shine like Tarquinm SuperbuB^ who diS^iQOt attatii 
the latter appellation, until the imperious sfHri^ for whid^ 
he was so justly branded, and the di^tposition to enrich 
himself, became evident by his plundering excettes; 
bis walk to tyranny was, however, slow, aji^d by degrees, 
but in the end he rju^ed his country. An ^dinary ge- 
nius might have gone the lengths Picton has done by 
5I0W gradations, but bis superior spirit scorns to arrive a^: 
the goal pf tyranny by progressive st^ ; he vaulted the 
moment he assumed the command, into the seat of the 
stern oppressor and cruel tyratit. He and hi$ friends, I 
am aware, will attjibuce to me a considearable portic© of 
presumption for collecting materi^ in order to. exhibit 
to you, and (I trust in the end) to the world, a view of 
the crimes of so great a personage, as he himself sup- 
• poses he is. I have onl^ to observe, it is a privjiege 
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liehich every Britisb^subject has an i]ndoul)ted rig^t t6^ 
Exercise as well as myself^ had leisure and inclination 
l^rompted them. In the progress of the business^ I hop^ 
I shall have observed both' candour and decency. I 
found my authority on the testimony of many respect- 
able witnesses^ who voluntarily step forward to assist in 
the perfonnance of this my sacred duty to my country^ 
and mankind at large. Whoever doubts the purity 
<^f my efforts^ I shall not hesitate to ((Consider an enemy 
to his migesty, from whosfe feeling- bdsom oppression of 
any kind does' not emanate. Ministers are^ e'r^ now^ in 
possession of a catalogue of his crimes ; and no doubt^ 
tihey are making arrangements to have him taken home 
tx> be tried. The first criminal trial will be for executing 
a Serjeant of the Rojral Artillery without any previous 
tnsX, civil or military. The circumstance has been fre* 
gently related to me as follows : — Some men belonging 
to the Royal Corps of Artillery committed some trifling 
depredation in the house of an unprotected woman^ who . 
xl seems^ impeached them with having taken away a 
eouple of handkerchiefs. The whole corps were exposed 
lo ber view> but she was not able to point out a single 
ihdividual of the party she. alledged had been at her 
bouse. She pretended to recognize one of her handker<» 
chiefs about the neck of this serjeant^ who was brought 
Before Picton; He thu3 accosted him :-r-^' Did you sec 
the sun rise this morning f **Yes," said the serjeant. 
^* Then you shall not see it set J* Though the woman did 
not assert that the poor serjeant was one of the numbei 
who bad been in her house^ yet he was hanged the same 
day in the presence of Picton; The unfortunate man per- 
sisted he was innocent till the last moment. This and 
the two sticdeeding instances^ will clearly prove that he 
^ared no man in his rage. A Spanish peasant^ and an 
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' inhabitdnt of 5/. Jostpk dOrena, was disorderly one day 
from being disguised ia liqiior ; — the commandant of the 
quarter or district sent him to Picton, probably with a 
view to receive a gentle flagellition. Without any fur- 
ther accusation or trial, he was hanged next mornings 
notwithstanding one of his panders remonstrated against 
his proceedings. In ll>e south part pf Uie island, resided 
a French gentleman planter of respectability, well known 
to have supported' an unblemished rcputattoa and dis- 
creet sentiments during tl>e late revolution. It so hap-' 
pened that he had his encjiiies,' — one of them maliciously 
insinuated to Picton (and likely enough enforced the ar- 
gument by feeing his honaroba), that this gentlemeo \va:i" 
in the babit of harbouring the crews of some French pri- 
vateers. AccKyrdingly, an armed launclv was dispatched' 
to bring the gentleman to bead*quarters. The comman- 
der of the launch, it is said, before he w^ut on shore dres-' 
sed himself in tlie uniform of a republican officer, think- 
ing tliereby he might i^cet with a flattering reception ;^ — 
to his astonishment, lie met with an* opposition contrary 
to his anticipation,- in as much as being shot at several* 
times, but on making himself known, he was received 
with the greatest cordiality. The comnRinder then re- 
lated the purport of his visit ; and the French gentleman/ 
who well knew bis own innocence, accompanied him' 
Ixick without liesitation. When he appeared at head- 
quarters, Picton ordered him to tl>e Bastilk?, and next 
morning about day-light, lie was marched down to the 
gallows, on which he was instantly banged, also, without 
trial. It was but a very few days after, that his inno- 
cence was proved beyond a single doubt Alas ! it was 

tf)o late. These executions, togettier with many more (I 
learn in all thirty-six) were perpetrated before the trial of^ 
Gov^rnt^r V\'aU> whiisc iatc.did not meliorate hisoppres*- 
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si ve^an4 malignant spint. He has been contaminated 
so loqgbybis late ministenal Iriends, and Had also an* 
idea^tW tW island would be^eded to Spain at thfe con- 
clusion of thp war, which supported his predilection in 
^ the commission of crimes^ and left no stone unturned to 
gain as many Spanisli friends as possible : he even went 
so far as to send a confidential friend to Madrid, to inter- 
cede ibr him in pase of rccessionj that lie might be con- 
^^ tinued governor ;— other urgent reasons were added pri- 
^ vately to insure him success, . We are informed he was 
^j accordingly successful. It was not long after a promise 
r so flitttering to his ambitious hut cruel vanity j that he 
was constantly heard exclaiming against the British con- 
stitution and English laws^ adding, that "those who had 
framed fhim wcrvfuqh'' JSo one but a knavc^ a tyrant^ 
or a madman J would be guilty of uttering such laiigu^e ; 
it is, however^ Sir^ the language of Thomas Pictorij go- 
^,^$i^x'Qf Trinkhdj who has been too long supported in 
.swaying ihq cruel seeptre of despotism over a conside- 
rabie portion of his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects. 
If government kne\v of these repeated acts of cruelty, 
lliey are extrcmciy culpable for continuing him in tlie 
govenintetit #^M§ niifiHrtlii^^^ Had lie been 

removed when t|[)^fir^ complaint of his copduct reached 
themyjbiis subseqii^f pcts.of ,cfjaelty would^not now be 
ib^ jsqly 9^jb of ipy.^vestigatipn ;. it is, ther^for^, your bu- 
sin^cfslQ Ji^ciuijre jfjtp this afl^ir^ and 4?t, the c^psiij!!^ be 
.. properly. applied. As, I haye nothing ,to do with ti^at 
, partojf the busii^ess^I sbAll proc^d :-r-Picton i^iied ^rdiprg 
tp jUi^ comnvmdaflL|;§ of, the different qtisplers to send jail 
rivjajjjayj^laves to die l^tille of h^ad-Kju^rtef^s* . ;Wl^tL% 
bef ain^ of (these pppr wTe^hes'afL^Jlrd^J^ is best knoyn 
t; Ip^^lqpette agd JjcT co-acyM^r V^Jpt. It ig a^cj^more 
than three thousand were taken up during the period of 

U 



IM TRATXtS IN TRIN1DA». [Ld. 10. 

six years^ allowing five hundred to have died. What, 
' 1)ecame of the rest— ^iwp thousand five hundred ? — ^Were 

"they resiorecf to their legal owners Py-Why, Sir, ^ey 

were 'sent to ^^ISpanosiimdn/and there ^^ is 

^'^undedf' on the^ evidence of a Sptmard^'the master or 

* inate^bf a Spanish laiince^* who was nainged or Dumt |^ 
' 'sooii as i£ was f6nn'j(^hat'he had* divulged i% secrets of 
ttiis^OApbriant wd¥ucrative^'hrahcli of traffic. . kbsette 

' mai^^'itie Wdness with great dexterity^ and confided 
^ l/terv mucli in the fid^y of dus madj^'coiui^iimdy 
"^ as confoiindeSdf as^she had &^ti Vhund^ixac^^ wheii she 

'^ hSbarS iikik'i!b€ peciiTati&if was m longer m arcaiia. In 
''''this;kin other ba^;i)^^ fofin of tdal'ohserved. 

' ^iScidny Me Ae |faih6\is Justice; Tioistum of^^ovei^ry, 
liears (as I have ah^^y iimh'uated) oiily one side of the 
^^ queii^n> anci u ready to condemn even before he hears 
' 'ahy par^'6l^(be'tn«J. Strazige he should he so disposed^ 
' ' l^ilthd 1^' coniirltcted such a habit of s6 doings it is not 

' vcfiy )&<ely h^' ivil! depart from it "while h^ remains, in 
' pbWer. ; I hopfe'ftr Ae bfendfit of injr fellow-subjects the 

' ]^rfod is i^^t^ai' ibiitdA When He will be obliged to ex- 

f Fateo^crjpy h flidsoyodidi^g^cefta^deatiw** 

Rosette imagined that the destruction of the poor 

S][>ai^d W6tilSp(ft^U&t^t^ any fiir^^ knowledge^ and 

'^^t^hquiiyi— ih^(^seWasbtheiwis)^. TwoiMrtiiree 

' i^dfeb^icfft^ were nbt terrified, though 

'^^e je^dws; Whi^h'iiad biben constantly occupied lately 

''bVTOffi *^hTtei)atfd1)lacTcs^^ ihem m the face every 

' "dliy;i^erdstimtilkt^dtb inquire into th^ 

^'^^nedoA^tbShi^^k^^ I mean those 

^ "iAikiiiS who ^Ad ^bt ^ attend hi^r levee, and approve of 

^ 'hKnbde^^vefaiiDg! 'These ^^ntlemen quickly found 
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the truth of what the unhappy Spaniard advaoced ; — ^the 
consequence was that they became the victhns'pf oppres- 
sion in their turn. 

I imagine I have now entered iar enough into an elu> 
cidation of Picton's conduct. Do not think that I take a 
pleasure in dweJUug ^q kmg <|n th^ dark side oftbbgr^/^ 
man. I wish to God> for his own^sake^ lie had^tvo sidea^ 
that I might turn the comer of horrors^ After di^g/sA 
inquiry^ I lament my jnabiUty lx> point out .a single tf^ 
in his character during the tiQie. h^ bfts been gOYenior o£ 
this island^ which a candid wri^r ^ronlddeom.pigufitt 
worthy^-— even with his own panders I have.bc{en..dba|iA 
pointed ; however^ the inclpsf d .pamgyiif: wi^r i tmtt^ 
convince you however I have bee^i^j^y rea^o^beitill 
order to transmit you any th^ng tha( I imiigiiici will Umi^ 
to shew you the delectable jid^ of bif oonduct-^if heJiaa 
any*. I sincerely hope t|i^ ]6;>rego^ .^hictdfitiPDti^ 
his governorship wiU not 1^ you to jipprehwd ihBdkV^. 
pen b either in^uenced.pr prgyudiqiid ;^ ( ani^sun^. yon 
are cohvinc^^ notbjqg woujld Affof)4.i9e,s»Qrev)?eal artit\ 
faction than to d^ict a fayon^ble view oC iwil^ i^ }kW9t 
in my power to embrace a ghmce sp 4e^|tl^^ to.ipy^£p^- 
ings^ A^ that is totdly beyond my ;]un^)|cab^^yA^| 
shall proceed wi|h an iuquiiyj which I ^ntipipate will^V^ 
deemed one d^g or other in te^fstu^ to my fi^jvrsulg^tf, 
in Great ^Britain^, si^A inform t|ifiii;iirbat.9t.pQ^PR9£ 
their fellQw*Bntpns haye enc^uri^. at, tf^sTf^n^qt^.ilif^^'Q^^ 
from the source of justice.— :^Hl^rei let f»(B d>^j^.tlMS c?9f- 
tain for a while over scenes that bring reviving anguish 
to my hieart. ^,^,^ 

VaU. 
'■ " '.'/ 'Vri'j 4»,K -^" / 

* Vide Appendixi No. U 
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R^kotions on the Conduct of Governor Bktondtid the 
^bMtufits o/^mi4ad>^^ the close of the War — 
Wk^r H(g>i$hf a Change in their political ISituation— 
CJ^<ni$idn of the Gottrnor^ and an Enquiry into the 
Causes^ of ip-^Detail of tfte Circuni$iances respecting an 
Addtei^'to tik McgeUy on the Event of Peace— A (U 
dti/tss prepared and- signed, unanimouslt/ at a Public 
U^s^rig-r^A considerable T^umhet of Britislt Inkabi- 
ftiifts agree to c^tebrkte ihe cessation of Hostilities by a 
ptibKc Dinner on the iltk of December, 1801, but are 
printed by ordefofike Governor — Messrs. Highaniy 
Skansfi, and ^thersj perseeteted in consequence of the Ad-^ 
dresiio the King-^The former arrested and throzem into 
Pruon—Rekakd, without any Charge or Trial— Re- 
JUctiqns* on that Transaction— Conversation between 
Governor Picion and Mr. Highani—The Manner in 
which the Governor intimidated the Inhabitants by 
Boasting of his irffluence at £[ome — Hints respecting the 
Execution of an Artillery-Man- — And an Anecdote in 
which the Governor asserts that His Majestj/s Ministtrs 
wartanted and approved of that Transaction — Reflect 
tions on so strange a Declaration — Events in December 
IBOi resumed, and concluded, 

Head-Quarters, Pvirto de Espana, Mard 1803. 
DEAR SIR, 

• •' _ J _ 

X HE violence of Governor Picton has been 
very conspicuous on many occasions, but never displayed 
itself more forcibly than at the close of the late war. The 
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inhabitjuits of, -tjie iinfortonate cqlony i^ad \(^ igtp^ti^ v 
iiil(te;r,tljppgpr^8i^nsof tbej^miUte^ ^UoBg agreg^i / 

sions wprp only equalled by the p^atieace aji^.^ppderatio^ j 
wljich §uppprtpc};tl^en^., Wbi^ ZVw^^^ cj^bg.fhe,; 
war^ rem/tyj^ y^t 4^;^cpnfix;m^4 to the, ipothe^-cpijn^l^-y^i* 
the colonic .dou^d |iuid;vK)f thp efficacy of oomplaijiy i^ 
and calnoJy looked %rward tp the r(^|ui:no^ peace^as to-;i 
the happy i>eri6d of ,thp|r.5uflferijigs. Ala^! they were-- 
miserably dpcelyed, Tb^: mild spirit of ponciliatioii^ .; 
wljich calmed ;t^ agitation^ of Europe, brought no. peace 
to Trinidad.: -Tte cessatioi^ of hostijities between ouri::i 
countj:y and France, w;as, in^tliis; island, the declaration -of; ; 
war againsj; -^ery Prit}f|>; pj^ciple; ^d ^h^.^rjiou^ept [ 
wfcich ani^jfed^ Inw/rffwi^^tp^tjie dpn^imous^of jon^ gov(> ' 
reign, ded^ed its unworthy representative to prevent its 
enjoying wl}^^ever is vajnal^le in British pro option. 

The circumstaijce of a ^W/wA governor strpggjing to 
prevent the exji^sion of -Bn^is/* laws tp a BnVwA polony, 
is so e^traordins^ry, p,nA so totally repugn^t to' every 
principle of freedom, that | Jjiiplc I shall be 4?xcused for . 
dwelling pi little on the causes which produced it, and^the 
violent consequence which :^*esulted to the iMh^bitants. 

For nearly five y^ears Gove^or Pictqn continued in the 
exercise of almost unlimi ted power. How he has abused , 
that power, will present to succeeding times an humiJiat- 
ing example of the possible depravity of buman nature. 
Accustomed as he had beeti to upcontrouled commaiwrf,-^ 
in a country where he found every measure?, «howevec 
atrocious, executed with fatal alacrity,— xyh/ere, flatterers , 
are not wanting to applaud the worst of bis actions, and 
where vain ideas of his own importance and povyer raised < 
themselves daily on the ruins of every manly and^ honor* 
able sentiment, — in such a situationr,.it is .not to bg won- . 
dered at that he so much dreaded the approacji.o/ laws, , 
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wllic1lbiad]po^erl6circinnaeribebis HithiBrtb unlimtttia' 
views. Thb^asofitsdf sufficient to awaken the vigi- 
lance and jealoiisy of amfbitioirr-^but tbi^ wasi not all. 
In bis eageniess to retain' his pbwer'^ he had dVeistepped* 
the boundaries of tmth, and ibe moinettt Was arrived 
whien detectiom starcidfaim in the face; He had frequdst-' 
ly declared, in his correspondence with his Majesty's'' 
mimsters, that the inhabitants were perfectly satis^ed ' 
with the existing laws. A contrary declarat!6n'frbm the 
inhabitants themselves he contemplated with'horrbr. So' 
uniV^srsal is the estimation of truth, that she is worship^ 
ediilai^pearand^bythosewhoseciret]yTO>late)ierl And' 
he, virbo had proceeded in khe ccmimission of the most 
daring atrocities with a boldness and dicision worthy 'o£^ 
a better cause, now trembled at the possibility of beihg 
exposed to the world as the mean author of a' fa^sfebbodl ' 

An account of this unsuccessful struggle of the inha- 
bitants fbr'British laws reached America, atid e&cited in 
the minds of all reflecting persbns a deep ir^tet for the " 
dtuation of so many free-bom colonists, and equal sur- ' 
prise and detestation at the violent opposition of the Go- 
vernor. On my arrival in Trinidad, I commenced an 
anxious inquiry on the subject of this unprecedented 
transaction; nor had I much difficulty in it. The sources 
£rom whence I drew my information were libundant^ . 
the newsp^cpers weife still to be found,—- original docu- 
ments were still in possession of some of the persons con- 
cerned, and to these I had at all times access,— all the ' 
colony ktiew of the subject,^-and 1 think ihyself there- 
fore wananted in asserting thai the following ji^culars 
win be found to be perfectly correct. 

When the signing of the prelibinari^ of peace was ' 
announced in Trinidad, the inhabital^t^^^actuat^ by a ^ 
spirit of loydly which diffused itself ihrtnigbiai ranfts^ ' 
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|>nejpared ^ 4uliful ^dre^ tq thcijr Sovereign; le^ressiye 
of ifaieir ati^g attachment to^ his MajesQr^s .|)ers(m aod 
^oyf^ttm^nt^ wA praying bim to extend^ in due time^ die 
. . blessings of a 3riti8fa constitution to Trinidad. Thefira- 
' ineiii of this address were Messrs. Sanderson^ Shaw^ 9nd 
^ Higham ; the former a respectable physician^ and the 
^ tWo latter engaged in mercantile pursuits^ — all of th^n 
j^glishmen bom^ warmly attached to the Qp||stit^tion<^ 
t^eir native countryj» and of coiisiderable experience in 
the colonies. As great pains have been taken to rq>re- 
sent diis address as the vtcd^it production of an intem- 
perate party^ calculated to disturb the peace of the colo- 
i^^and to render theGovemor theobject of publicodium, 
I am happy in the opportunity of doing justice to the 
iramers of it^ by iumisbing an exact copy ; and I think 
jrou w91 agree with me in pronouncing it as loyal^ consti- 
tuftioiial^ and tanperate a petition as ever was framed on 
• similar occaaiojdu 



TO THE 

KING'S MOST EXQEIXENT MAJESTY. 

MOST ORACtOVi SOrSJtSJWf 

Wb the priQcipal fifeeholders^ merchant^ and other 
Br{ddi inhabitants of the island of iTrimiisi^ approach your Majesty's 
throne widi die most dudful respect and afiectionate loyalty, begging 
leave to prbent oar unfeigned and earnest congratulations on the' 
happy change whidihas ia^ place in the political af&irs oiEurofe^ 
among whose nations no^e have been so disdnguished as your Majes^ 
ty** Imperial Rtngdoi^ibf that perseverance and success which have 
dignified yoor Msyesty's coundls» and have impressed the world 
with an appropnat^ <^imon of their wisdom and penetration. 
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" lliat so idng vM ^Jrt^dsive a k^ir should he closed by itch a iig- 
1 tiid stri^ i)f ^nijwi»4ledi stkd^sfe, 'bbtJrlif sea and land, and ^nd 
si a peate 80i»h(^^^ in; k^tmns and ^7«^^te % its addftton to 
,3f^ur ^je^y> dp'fi^ioost.is a conaidevafbd vhioh'tDust escote the 
, pnoudestr ^xjijitation in .every British bosom, -^tnji^ partioylarly 
affects the hearts of yourMajesty^s m5)stJoyal ?«lu?fts in this ^s^dy 
vrho feeLSvithlnexpfessible gradtude, die Unmense obWtion which 
your Majesty has been pleased to confer on them, by your gracious 
solicitude to cdnfirra this most tdiiable eohquest^^aftti idd it 'b the 
otkertt(^oqie» so. happily pla'«ci tm^f-ydjir Maje^tf i'{3^atteriial c^e 

in thp4.v^5»p}ri|;®. to^^cesf .y<{^^ t^t^VjTi yr^Ai^ e5itoW«»d*y 
^at (gracious ^condespenppn. ^d j-^|j*rf},5vhi(Ja, it }ias ^bei^n ^^^UTj^ila- 
jesty's pleasure to extend on every occasion to your dn^^^aJC^dJ^Dv- 
■ xng subjects ; and we nipst humbly beg leave, to represent, that ftext 
t6 our most atKKi'ous prkyersr whitli will te continually tiflfered iip to* 
Heaven forthfeio^g-lSf^end perfedt hWHH of the b^i^Af WgS, and 
for the cpfiahucdtbicBsiagiOf peaceyweimbs*'^ari^fiy 
Majesty wiU be graciously. ek^i'^i^ j^^p^t^y^ io.:yo\irlfej^'s 
wisdom may seem expedient, to cotnplete the happi^ss^ ;^ch,3ve 
already begin to feel under the cession of this island to our mother-* 
country, by extending to your faithful and affectionate subjects in 
this colony the privik8e»«Bdr:]usofcectioirof the British constitution^ 
as experienced by a free representation in a House of Assembly, and 
in a Trial by Jury : privileges which we inherit in common with our 
countrymen under your Majesty's mild and benevolent government 
in Great Britain and it§.pumeM)i;s^Qbpie^,,^--.T^ -/'^l ^ 'T 
. iWe mik^humblVfceg^fe^^b'^at^it^^ 



warmest protestations of loyalty and attachment to your Majesty's 
person and family, while we cherish* thr' recolfecBDn 6f 9ie happy 
events which cpnfirmed thp liberties of En^lishmea, by placing yoiir 
Majesty's iHustrious ancestors Qii .tlie thrahe"» , . ..,.•■ r. 

That the blessing of Almighty God m^ <jontiniie,jrqw:^MSJ?st^*s 
' health during a long arid glorious life, andgprolpng the hap^p^;^ aad 
prosperous influence of your Maj^^sty^l'fainuy over your-'Mak$t)^'s 
united kingdoms to the remotest 'agQSj^ is the deyqut andte^ent 
prayer of your ^fajesty's niost faitlfifuj 'and ^ffectiopate .^|ec^^ 
Signed as follows, viz. ' " \ ^ * '" - j 

JohnSanderson,M.I>. Thomas ta\T^ ' ^^'''^^ Tmvftleii^' Pasea ' 
Robert Mitchell Alexander Williams Robert Bond 
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William B2UI 

John Shaw 
William Perry 
JohnProctd' ^ ' 
Thomas Kenny 
Alexander .^all, , 
William Belie . , 
Thomas Emery . 
Jbhri 0*Mana 
Junes Shannon ^ 
Andrew Thomson . 
George Bostock 
John Hallinan 
Benjanmi lifibfett 
James Fisher 
Chaif^s.a^cn^ , 
John Edmundson 
SefhWalei *' 
Williain Ldcicheftd 
James Adrian ^I , . 
Thos.R. Robinson 
George Dalglish . 
BlSihitfi 
BdwardRitert 
Anthony Moore 
William Dickson 
William R^ead 
John Jbhn^tofi 
Mat Gallaghtu' v 
JobnHayes^ 
William Stephens 
William Coxall ' 



Witiiatm Wb(A\irafd 
Phi!.C^ni ^ > 
qha^. A. Geltineaa 
Rpbert Baker :, 

. Hugh Monnaghan 
Daniel f>ark 
James Johnston ' 
Thorny High^m^Jan* 
Jam^ Hogg 

Vivilliam Niblet 
John Caw 
Johi^Wefliered 
James ^^ra^ 
John Downi^ , 
William Swinden 
James Reddoch 
WiUiaiaDayk 

. j^draund I^v^i . 
George^Wardeli - 
williani Procter 
Thomas Parkmson 
William Horws-. 
Mich. Mitchell 
Peter Murphy 
William Morrisod 
Matthew Roche 
Rdger Harrison 
Edward Osdley 
Francis Dawes . 
A. P. Traicey 
James Brace 
Anthony; Wharton . 
William Caulson 
iThomas Hargraves 



John Calveri 
James BonHte * ^ 
Charles Bunktt 
JohnM^iquiley. 
William Hannati 
Martin Fumeuare 
P. T. Wintdrftood* - 
Tho/iias Sk^re^t^ 
^ Thomas Warwick 
William Kewley 
Rheub. Mnn 
Thos. 0. 1*yler 
Th(^asWUmot 
William Tolmie 
E. I»aynter 
David King 
Jafper Lyon 
David Black 
James Dickibn 
George Rome 
Robert Ewirig 
George M'Beadi 
John Banks .» 

Arch. Wethersoa 
Geo. A Nichoisod 
J. BufcWey 
CkoL Johnston 
James Hapdley 
William Eccles 
William Gray 
Charlb!$Audair 
Thomasi Booker 
John Ellis , 
William Catori 



* Mr. Winterflood was at that tune Comptroller of the Customsi 
alid had the care of providing for four orphan children of his deceas^- 
brother: When Governor Picton heard that his name was to the 
addresS) he swore he Vfould ruin bim if it nuas not erased Jrom if* - 
Mr. Winterflood stated this circumstance to Mr#Highani| adding^ > 
that in his ruin the poor innocent orphans would be involved. Much 
as Mr. Higham wished to forward the address> he felt the force of 

X 
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The l^Wm^f^J"^ %,%?^»^P9W^(?nt c^^jpjMPit^^le^' 
their int«A(im^. ^..some of t\^ irw^s ; and H ymA. f^ 
solved that all fcheil^meagaiegfltioiird be taken mf^miOst 
public manner, tQ avoid ev^rjr imgutatipn of a claij^estinj^. 
natur^^J^ll % gvye to all j^^^a^feir oppoictyfttlx^, 
comj»gi£^«rdvOAthe ooofifiM^ w. advertjaenuafc. ap-' 
peared-in the Tpimdetd newspaper to ^at effed. 

The me^jing ycvi,p held at,th^ Aavei:(i on the ap^ointe4, 
day, an^, at c^^ic^rable numj^g pf/British ij|fih)|^taflit*^ 
assembkdioa tke occasion^ WiHi^iit Harrisoift,. Esf|.. was . 
appointed the chairman. This wa« a wise measure, and 
does credit? to t^ judgmei;it.aqd i^odi^ration ojF.tl^p .gax- 
ties. M^, IgiBfrispp had h^M mm ye^f^JwiffeiiMiJa . 
the colony.; aai J^xi^rchanti^s ^hanttter and coonectionfr 
were higWy respectable ;, as a member of 44ie commu- 
nity he W£^ much este§ngied,^for^aa. unoffending^ ,ajR^^ 
friendly c^^sitipft whifib,«^^ gepiw^l c^MfiJr;. 

and to. da aw^ all spirit of pai^, he was known to be- 
extremely moderate in hii^ opinions, and liye^ ,on terms 
of intimac;^ w^th t^e Goyerapr^ T^^ jaddress wa| jQte^ 
unanimously,; ai|^.T«gned.,bjr.cve|yptrson praaea^ the^ 
chairmaiLaauL prwident excepted, wlidse signature9 wev» 
reserved for liie ^conclusion. In the cpurs^ of ,|;he meet- 
ing a motiopwas made, that, th^^a^ip^ss shouj^^bf^ ficu:- 
warded t^.twro. r^ectable Hl^sphwit9 in LM4(i^>y^h». 
should be insttvcted to present it> in a proper way, to the 
Sovereign.^ Bi^. this mdtion was l03t by a,p[iajority,of 
one; and it was afterwards voted to be forwarded by the 
GovermMr. , Eyejy thing was , conducted witli the ^mq^t 
j^xfejQt^^QTfti??^ ao4 ^^eppj^^vertf^ejp/p^wg^^^ 

Ml*. Wimerftood'ii appeals and his came was erased accordingly. 
Tbis occurred in the presence of a respectable witne^, and Mr, "1^. 
thanked Mr* H. with tear$ in hiseyes! !--• 
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ed ihltie public papers, for tlie inlfoiTttatioa of all those who 
were iriclinea to assist in promotiag ihe intentions of the 
mieetihg, s^a^ing that the address to his Majesty had l)een 
ordered liy the chairman \q fee left at tne store of Messrs. 
llioma^ liighani and Co. 

AcTcbraingly the inhafci'tants resorted to Mr. Highain's 
stori^ to s'libsfcribe the adaress ; and in a few days it was 
signed oy Ihose Whose names appear in the copy already 
fumlshe'd. On the IdthoHhdt month (December) about 
fiifify of thie most respectable British merchants and other 
ifihabltahts subscribed to dine together^ to celebrate the 
fcessationofhoslililies, which in this part of the world took 
place oh that day. Mr. Higliam's store w^s obtiunofl for 
tlie pur{>ose of assembling to dinner; pi^^parations 
were made accordingly, an3 the gentlemcQ axitiqip^ite^ 
much loyalty and conviviality on tne occasibUt And 
surety, at the close of a long and successful war, to fih4 
Trinidad annexed to the British empire, was no commott 
cause of exultation, anrf might reasonably be expected to 
produce at least a convivial subscription dinner in hpnoi: 
of so important and auspicious an event] bat the restless 
spirit of Governor P'ictoh defeated their honest e^ipecta-i- 
fions. On the 9th, official letters were sent from govern- 
th'eric-house torbictding the intended dinner. Oiie letter 
was sen£ to Wharton, keeper of the tavern^ aD old xavnif, 
whoin the geritlemeii employed to provide the dinner 
from motives of charity. To this poor ti^j^^ ^Governor 
PTct'ori addressecf an oflEicial ordei^ statingj, " f/iat his EX'^ 
ceilthc^ shqutd hold him personalti/ responsible for anyse- 
difious meeting^, thq.t might he held on his premises onth^ 
itiiAi^ I declare, while I record thii? shameful stretch of 
aut'feolity^ myblqod boils, with indignation d^t tl;ie mean-r 
ness* of ttie wrdtch, who could so far forget whose repine* 
s'ehtativd he was, as to* descend to such contemptible 
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measures for effecting his own infamous and tyran^iic^l 
purposes: but I will jr if possible;^ be patient^^ and go ori 
with . my narrative. In the evening two gepdemea, 
Messrs. Dickson and Mitchell, went to the Governor to 
speak with him on the subject of the dinner, and reprci- 
§ented the innocence and loyalty of its obj^t, but the 
mighty Brigadier General Picton declared, '^ that ifthp 
inhabitants dared to assemble to dine together on the mor^ 
row, he would disperse the party byi forcer And for thi^ 
purpose the guards were actually doubled. On the mor- 
row, Mr. Higham signified to the gentlemen tliat the in- 
tended dinner could not tq,ke place. Puring that day 
Messrs. Shaw and Higham received official polices that 
the Governor had* thought proper to supercede them 03 
pfficei's of militia. Messrs. WiiUerflood and fiostoc^ 
were superceded from the^r situations in the Custom- 
house,' because their names appeared subjoined to the 
address, and no person who had signed it escaped the un- 
ipanly abuse of the un worthy delegate of majesty iri 
Trinidad. While these transactions occun-ed, the activ^ 
promoters of the address trembled for the fate of that 
loyal document: — regardlesi^ of their own safet}', they 
thought of nothing but to secure the object of the lat^ 
meeting ; and a measure was determined upon whiclj 
promised to defeat the plan of thp goyernpr, although i^ 
was certain to expose them to the whole weight of hi^ 
resentment. On the inoming of the \ Ith, Mr. Highan^ 
declared to about thirty inhahitants, ^^ that he could aot 
consider the address to be safe while avowedly in his pos-» 
session. From all that had hitherto occurred, it was evi- 
dent that the Governor was a determined enerny to the 
address ; and he had too much reason to fear the power 
of the Governor might force it from his possession ; he 
therefore stated that he would quit his store for half a^ 
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bour^ aod hoped some friend of the address woyild tab^ 
it without bis knowledge^ and deposit it in sonie;pla<:^af 
safety until a more favorable <^poytunity for* qanrying 
the intentipns of the ipbabitai^t3 into execntioQ." This 
was efFectually dope^, and th© evient proved thesnspicioa 
pf Mr. Higham to have been we|l founded. In tlie same 
forenoon tb^ Governor sent to Mr. Higham and de- 
inanded ihe address, Mr. Higbani repli^ be did not 
kaow where it ^as. The Governor repeated his deajiandj 
And received a sifnilar answer. Mr^ Higbam was m- 
formed that if the addjress was not forthcoming in half ^ 
m hour, the Gpvemor wou|d order his arrest. In half 
an hour the address was pot forthcoming; and the 
mighty Governor proceeded to put his threat into execur 
tion. Three airmed alguazijls repaired to Mr. Higham's 
kore, where they found him:— the Governors order was 
prpdiiced, and Mr. Higham was condu(;ted to goveni* 
^lept-bouse, On bis arrival there, he experieqced such 
a reception as might be expected from an enraged an4 
disappointed despot; — the talents of the tyrant were ad- 
joairably e;^erted in specimens of the most abusive elo- 
fluence; . and at th^ conclusion, Mr. Higham was publicly 
pondu^jbed tlux)ugh:the streets of Port of Spain by the al- 
guazUls and^ the jailor^, in open dayr to the common jail. 
The friend^ of Mr. Higham witnessed this violent abuse 
pf power >vith feelings of indignation, commensmute to 
]the pccasion. 'jThey were well convinced that Mr. 
Higham wopld never be induced to purchase the for- 
]bearanc^ of the Governor even by, a temporajcyicoiices^ 
^ion^ or the dissembling of his opinions and principles £» 
a moment; and while they reflected witl^ pride^pn the 
firmness of th^irfriepd, tbey shuddered at th?cqnse* 
gi^ences of the (governor's maligmty. At the meeting at 
Wharton's, two.^ddreisses wejrie signed exactjy ^iimlar; 
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It Was t'Oted bTO should be giteti to th^ Qov^mot to 
tfWsmit to his Majesty, awd the other sent to sotae ittef- 
Istoits of Lonehn, fbr the purpo^ of piiblishitig, and 
l^warding the objects of the inhabitant^ by all le^l 
mmMB* When it was knowd th^t Mr. High^ w^s arrest- 
ftd ttod thrown into close cohfinezhetli, tbbS!& Who were in 
possession of these <Soctiinents, contrived to Convey one 
0f them into the gallery of Mr. Haitison^s honse, with ^ 
note, reqnesting Mr. Harrison to summpn th|* committee 
«fi|>ointed to wait on the Governor Wtth the additss. 
Mr. Harrison, however, did i|ot stunipon the comftiittee, 
biit went immediately to the Governor With the address, 
whose msdignant trimnph on the event, may be better 
temgined than described. To enjoy his success nioffe 
eewpletely, he sent for Mr. Higham froi^ flie prJsort, 
«nd after a repetition of the abuse and unmanly condtict 
yitkich he had experienced ctfj the preceding dtfy, he vfak 
«^ by the Governor, ^' that be was at Kbterty, ^d might 
iMaiii home !** 

- Td yott, Sir^ in tjie bosom of English iteedoltt, h Wifl 
affair incredible that the representative of oiir Sove- 
Jfei^ should thns dare to vi6fete the tights of a^ Briti^ 
subject, and, by a self-Created authority, illegal arid iiifa- 
]ttOus, An* wantonly presnnie On an action Which th^ 
Sing of Great Brifcnn dares not venture'npon. Yet sucK 
is'tlie fact. An Englishman was tlms di^gged irom his 
ftouse, exposed to thefiny of a des^xot, throT^ ihtd* a 
ccMnmon prison, again bronght to the despbt's trftuilaT, 
atorfwithotit one shadow of charge, withbiit even the 
jtttedcery of ttidi, insulted, cathmniated, afad then' hi- 
ftMtnfed — that he wm at liberty, and tnigHt'retUm JMhef 
¥mttst In this place mention the concluding part df th^ 
ctottversatibn which toofc place' on that Octtt^ioni wbitiB 
l'H«recoilected ftdm.goo#atitH<hity:^ 
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Mft H*— It. hwt> ^ip :-— it W taog^ rae more tbiH^e^im 
to value my liberty^ and more than ever to de^|^ iim 
WA^H, violatw^ of.it. . 

Iff rif p6^tais>7*-Sf i;, you way gpj 

J^. HfT-Wl^^, Sir i^"fp. pfrisoQ^ or toi^y hQvmi: 

Qf E«7-Qff the idaqd, if you pkaii6« 

]N^r- H. Ko^ Sir ; w^ unk^ y^ will t^entHre t^ki^m^ 
nffij^BO/^ yet/Mafiwould oj^ly h^alep my aj^pewwieerito 

]^ff9fex. ta^upyjur^ m^ : be»ide$^3irj ( am not yetpief^ac^ . 
tp^qj^ IWw^^iAr-iIr b^y«;VW(^i|| loatlepjs jto anrimgCT;--" 
\&t^ I ^h^\f^nf>% to t€^U youj thM; yoa m^ reJyr oor &>*ti 
vfg^yp^t i^ppxpime] cpiul«ct duly repoct^ in & qimtei? 
i^b|^ yoi^. vw4y m^^^n^ ypi^ h«ve inflii/9»(^^«Mitt^l9i 
rejp^ u^' a^qofiatiop ag)u^9t yoih 

I^. is. astoni$bi&g to conoeii^e himfr tkis Goirenlor; haah 
dqp^ci^cd o^ bi4 ff^^ca^ At ,h0Pi^. On vamvA occaaionft>> 
wbisn tbe.wroQg!;;Qf indivi^als haverouaed tbem to d««-« 
<^e tb^ir dei^m^Q%tioQ to compkon^ to gpvemtaeat^ tfaer 
iavariaJt>le answer of this unw^nitby Chief has h^en, " Do:t 
what you please. Sir, — -we shall see wbo hiEis^ the mpnU 
infiumu, yoa or I T Scmietimes intiieibeightof his pas*- 
siouh^ exclaimed^ '^ You wretch! I can crush you to- 
atoms^'-^I'll let you knpw the executive hmA <£ govem-.- 
m6At is too strong, for you!" In fact^ he assorted so. 
roitfuUy hi& inflpence with government^ aud his retaining: 
his command so strongly confirmed it, tha( the inbabi* 
tanta dreaded his vengeance, and submitted to his oppresr 
sion^ since they feared that to c^poser him,, would be to 
o{]ypose the whole waght of the ministry. In one in- 
stance he certainly went far iode^&d in his boast of his- 
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itoiodnldfr tit home ;-^and^inuchas^ govefiitnenl msty* Ite 
inclined id support their servants abroad, iT question if 
tbep^iw^ll ilfenk him for bringing thein into iibtice bnth&t 

oecaaOTrf - ^ ^' '-' • t. ■•'::.:...; • .. v«-i -,..// *^ 

There prevails a report respecting a dertkltif'^rfiBery- 
iitti, who was hanged in^th^ island in thi^ year T797/!)y 
ordct <rf Governor Pictoh; an* immdtir his b^eri'bolif 
enMglf to .whisper tfiat t*le GoTemor ottiitted th^ ctrsfto- 
marjr formalities of a trikF; or,- at lea^, ihat h6 reversed 
the i»^^ order o^ pfdcedtirie i» sticlif<^tise4ili)jr hanging 
bim^st> and trying^ hte aftenVai^s'. It is^vety fcertanf^ 
yotf wiBhekrm<>redf thi^itofk ^ffiKfr;'Howev^/ih 179^ 
1799y90ttiB genW^fci^ri Wet^dinirig tegefHer^ W'^ehtefttM 
8 stoanger wb© had Aatdtfy iattivedifroai^^ neighbi^i'-f^ 
ii^coli^^^ After dinb^r/fh^strdnge^ofe^er^Aatteoii^ 
siderabfeinferest had been exdted'ih^th^difftifcneKWnHi;* 
reiip«jrtug an artillery-m^ii' who wla^ ' "saJci^ 16 ' Hiive bfe<^ 
hanged in Trinidad withottt^ar triaL • The gentteineh^b*^ 
gaa t& lodi r()nnrfy attd finding oAef^^lffsoii'i^f^nrt who 
held a situation under Pier6n,-'y<>« m^y tiaftfirally con^- 
dude/ there was not much ^reedota df dtSbate insilslterf ' 
upon, and the subject was changed as abruptly as pos-* 
sible. Still, hmv^er; the Sf)y -of PJe^oh was on the alert; ' 
In tlie morning' he reported the affair to \ti& dignified' 
master^ and the whole party were summoned to govern-* 
ment-house: when, fefler a severe leprimiiind' for th^ir /ra- 
dacious behaviour, in daring to descawt bn the transac- 
tions of his goveiiiment> he^nded by proudly dedaring- . 
that, ^' htfelt himself very hnppy ai to the execatioH of the 
artilUr^many having received the entird Hpjjrohation of 
his Mnjestifs niimsttrs for his conduct on that occasion J^ 
Here let me reflect- for a moment. Can it be possible 
that Governor Picton wafe warranted in this declaration i* 
If it be true that ministers did sanctioa the execution of 
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II laan widioiit li tria}> id tf Ifaiie of ptofem 
(for I beSeve Pieton faioabdfiif pW»ied>witt not ttiMrt 
iherc mta a trki). Wh^r^n tbe justice of the coaimy? 
Wbss^ cm thorfe tq^itrvWdi Bntoriffheoei^Tffinljr caOe<l 
Ac(r ownf OU wfaonk oo^ to vSeig|bl of due j^nidi^ 
iBeiii to lUi most lmr?%f-»^'AQn the wreick ^bo diordt 
Icr defy the lews of Oodaad moB^oroitllMMiiiTtodaredf 
toinppdrt Mmr m hiv atlooftUsr/ by the strong am of 
^owdrl Bcrt/if the rferonir betnje^ Irhidhfor the honor 
of Mesort. Pitty Dondas^ aiid ed^risr^ I sdnoerely hop6 is 
tbef odae^itow mtnrt aH In^oest mftids iMior fte tjtsEat Who 
codUnrantoiily Gdmaiit iM flagrant an dct^ luird tbeiik ag^ 
g^nnraile:faU oriifae h^ aialtfeahd widUed )SbA on his Ma> 

I have been im{ierGe^tibl7' led lo this Agi^»»ioD> which, 
faoirefet^ ia xnrf akogetfasr ftireig^ to the itot^e^t, aa H 
ditplBTk the v iote wce aild conaiilg of thecbnacteif Itaai 
attempting toddineste; To retuni'^Mr. Hi;^;lMiil9l re^ 
paired Co his hoase> and retceaviediTOfil ail who h^d sptvii 
emrag^ to'anroir dieir priiloi^es^ the fiti^ongeat te^imoY^es' 
of pleasare flt hb rdease. He^e k wia expecte<lt&^ Q6- 
v^nut^s resentiiient woudd hsve ato^^; but )x€\mit ydt 
aratep iartlKr to prbcisedy whicb he fancied wbnM 6Mk- 
pjete his mean triinn^^ but wKkh efVetitodHy ser?<6d to 
expose the violence of his cAaraoter^ and rouSetheriiklig'- 
nation df the infaabiteiitB; in the next Saturday's news^ 
paper (the Trinidad WeeUy Courant)^ a pahtgraph sp- 
peteed>^ staiting th»t Messts. Shaw aiid Hi^dm^ of the 
Fitst Battafion of Royal Trinidad Miikia^ had been dis* 
missed by order of his Excellency the Gov^riiorf<^ sedii* 
iioitg co^^hicil Qni the appeaiance of st$ in^ym^s a parar- 
gra^yntany of dae inhabitantrtelitiJBed theit indignation 
by veity strong, expies^ons; which .were iudq^triously re- 
pe^rt^dr to the G^v^mor. Several resp^H^e morohauts 
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offered to'subscrife to prosedftte hiip> arid numbeis wtoto 
home to.Aeip friends strong liters, espressive of thek 
detestation of the tyrant's cohdnct^ Th^se symptoms of 
indigaation alarmed the Gdveifnior^' and he prevaikd on 
some of Utiifrieods to cetttQ' in the ^Uie papers th«e 
l^y.'had nef concera iajany proseoatmn against hm^ 
Was ever G<Mrehior reduced to sd pitiM asiiuaitoiiiasto' 
publi^^ in bis own government; certifioates that the jnha-' 
bitants wiere 'not actually eiil|doyed in proseetiting^hiinj; 
Notwitbstanding all ;fchese viblent measures^ Me9Sff»^haw^ 
and Htgbant were not in theleast iabimidaOBd-**4]i^bold-* 
ly informed the Govemor^s flatterers that they weri de-* 
terminied to expose his conduct i Jaad publicly/ onaU ocy 
casions^ they declared their firm reliance on the justice rif. 
tjieir cause, and flie protection of his Majesty's govean- 
ment: they transmitted a statement of their ease to the 
Hon.Thomadr£rsltine,wfao gare his opinion jointly witb 
Mr. Stephen, in- which, though Aey do not encouragC' 
these injured gerdlemen (as they, denominate Messrs.. 
Shaw and Uigham), to expect effectual redress by any ac-* 
tionat]^w,tbey give it as their opinion,^ that the conduct 
of these getitlemen was influencedbyloyalty, anda warm 
attachment, to the conatittition of their native country j: 
that the.eonductof the Governor was an abuse of^powerj. 
and that an humble petitbn to the King would tend to' 
prevent similar abuses of poWer in fiitui'c cases. Messrs* ^ 
Shaw and Highaim also furnished statements to goVsem- 
inent^ and it is not an impiobablexonjecture, that the 
earnest manner, in which they !repeated their claims for 
redress, may have ^t least awakened riie attention of 
nunisters to the situation of affairs in Trinidad, The 
other day they presented/ in person, astoong memorial to 
G^p, Griflfield, exposing , Pictoa's conduct, and daring 
hiffi.tP a proQf of smy transaction of tteir'a ;to which; 



seditious conduct could in any way be applied. Gen. 
Gxinfield laid this memorial before Governor Pic- 
\6n ; and he, with a cowardice equal to his former vio- 
lence^ shrunk from the investigation^ and suff(^ed such 
jBtrong charges tojbe preferred agaiost him wit^ impunity. 
Whatever the «^At4Aay oe/^wh^tber (ihose gentlemen 
>7ho have thus suffered in the public cause at Trinidad, 
are ever to 1)e redressed or not, time can only de,te|rmine; 
"but, at airevents; they wiU tiave^e satisfaction of know- 
ing' that they acted as became Englishmen, on a trying 
occasion, 'aiid that their conduct' has secured them the 
approbation 'of every independent itnd unbiassed man iq^ 
||\e colony. 



1 
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bqnithnfept ^ J^^/ ^kohi^^ ^. 9 -PflffT^^F' ^ 
^ppo9(l^ 4y^^h(^ gf a Plff^i r^tit^ an jP|rt(W'« 
Cal^n^J^f—J'/^e flmf^ an^erid by a ff!«gf»wqf 
Proclamation — TA^ Juthor narrowly watche^yfrBifiP^ 
tionfi^ oil his perilous Situation — A Specimen ofGeneraf 
Picton's BilUtugate Elocution,particularly in the Cau of 
Judge Nihel^^Mr. Nihel abused, and dismissed fron^ 
his Q/^ce— John Black promoted^Picton's congratut 
latory Jddress to Black — Jn Introduction to Black's 
Character-r^The ultimate Qause of Judge NiheTs Suh 
picion elucidated — The oppressive Case of Mr. Jf B^D^ 
Savignor displayed^A Summary ofa/etf of the ^rt^ 
attributed to f^icto^, Sfc^ ffc. 



Kcad«Q|iarttrf» PofRTO 91 EjrAKA, Jlitftvi( 1803. 
DEAR SIR, 

X HE glio$t of Wall would have giveq 
Governor PictoQ less uneasiness than the appearance of 
either ai) English lawyer or an English traveller ; be wai$ 
therefore in constant dread of beiqg visited by them; 
and as he hat^d ^1 lawyers, whether Eiigli^h or ^panishj^ 
he consequently spared no pains to hunt almost eveiy 
one of t|x0m out pf the settleqiei^tf The reason he as* 
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j^;ned for tiaft part of his conduct inw^ ''ihtA lawy€r% 
were Uke carfUn^crmaoi, mhoflocitd round ear€a9e9akd 
corruption? Soon afta: Tobago was ceded to the Freneli« 
Russell Minchin^ Esq. a barrister^ who had been practk- 
ing at the bar in that island^ came' here ; but as Picton 
could not endpre lasFjers, be> witbo\it any ceremony^ 
contrived to have bip incarcerated^ dpd sent bim out 
of the island ; or^ ia the lanjgyag^ of ib^ h,w, transpor- 
ted Mr. Minchih without the necessary fonn^ities of it. 

It would be deemed highly improper if I should hold 
back circi)pi$tance9 tb^t occurr^ tp &cilitate the illegal 
bri ni fi b ni fi nt of Mr^ ^iaqhiii. Believe we, I have no 
wi^ tomifreprMent the aotkws qf ^ Ex^-Govamor: on 
the contrary; I shall record them only as I find the im- 
partiality of my witnesses^ without paying the least re- 
^d to the vinilence of those who bear him enmity. 

A |^&icar((i of which the following is a qppy, wj^ 
ix»^d, one morningj posted iigain^ the fentry-bcoc 
at the King'a wbarfl Mr. Mincbinj (ibr what cause 
I know not) was suspeeted to have been the autlior^ but^ 
^vhetber he was or not^ be deserve credit for his bold- 
ness in speaking the truths in the very worst of times. 

^^ Sf{ngmn%ru piimhimfnt$ eo^n^t mankind, T/m $^' 
feet of ermel ^pcetucks on the minds of th$ populace^ is 
tkc distraction of all tender emotions. It is more caU 
eulatedto excite disgust than terror: — It creates indif-- 
ference, rat^r than dread: — U operates on the lower 
orders of ^ciety as an incentive tg practices of torture; 
and for the purposes (f revtnge, whenever they have 
ths pom^ of cn^rcisiag the crueltiu they have long been 
i9slnictr<2 in.'-^HuMANiTAs.^ 

The forcible degree in whi^ the above placard opo» 
xaied on Picton's nerves^ may be ascertained froMi* 
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ihe foQowikig sanguitiaiy pyoclamatmn/ issued on that 
oecamon, which is a strong proof of his vijidictive disr 
positiop> and demonstrates from his own authority his 
^a^gwiary jcbaracter. 

*' By His Exceltency Thomas Picton, Esq. Briga-f 
dier-Generat of his Majesty s Forces, Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief y of the Island of Trinidad, and 
its Dependencies^ ^c. ^c. 

** The Commanders of Quarters, and Alcades of Barrios, are 
tailed upon^o pay strict attention to the conduct 'of certain well- 
Icno WD seditious characters^; * whb, diiappointed in their endea- 
yours tp impose upon the^Qod^enle of the Bntisll J^nhi^iitaBts^ are 
now employing every incoodigry fneans ta infuse ^ spuit of insub* 
ordination amongst the Negroes and ]?eople of Colour, by in^- 
mously representmg the wholesome ^evexii^y of the law, f exerci^ 
against fatal and pernicious crimes, which threatened the very exist- 
ence of the Colony, as the emana^on of a sanguinary, vindictive 
disposiuon, unnecessarily, prodigal of Jiumao Uood. 

'^ As no reflecting jpersoa can be ignorant of tb^ (iricked inten- 
tions of these nefarious co^spiraton^ j His Exc^ency calls not only 

* The " (wellknotwn teMttous characters'^ Yi&ce alluded to, are those 
Sritish inhabitants who tiadvsigned die loyal address inserted in my 
kst letter, from which Alone they now obtain this a|>pellacion I 

t " ^^^ wholesome severity of the Ja<iVi' ,W9S a favorite ex- 
pression of Robespierre and Others, who had stained the soil of 
France with human gore ; it >vas theiefone adopt|6d by the Brigadier 
in its fun extent. If we consider the limits of the field in which he 
exercised the sports of human sacrifice. But, there is not an instance 
to be found wherein he may be justified in the. exercise of it. 
■ I They are sc;^d " /ufarious eonsfarat'orsf* because they signed 
a loyal address, congratulating hS? Majesty on the peace, and hoping 
that the colony of Trinidad would soon enjoy ihe blessings of British 
jwisprudence/ and thereby be entitled to justice widiout " the ^hole* 
S9inesevcriJjofthcla^i** ' ' 



opoft tbe constituted ^nthoiidesy'^bntxipoa every respectaUeiodi^^ 
vidual who kn^ws ho(w tq value the safety o^ his person ^n^ Pt^n 
perty> to use. jbis utmost endeavours ,tp bring them forward; aifid . 
be pledges himfelf th^t no obloquy or caliunny / shall deter him 
from doing prompt and substantial justice.' 

** Given at Governmeilt-Houie, Port oi Spain,. , . 

this 501 day of Feb. I802I ■'''■■ 

** By hi^ Excellency's command, . 

♦•RiCHAfeD Collins, Sec. * fSign'ed)' Picton: ^ 

I bdieveSc,Iam the -first traveller* who ventured to 
visit this Island' since General Pictcm began to reigny 
and though it i&inot much more than a month since my f 
arrival^ 1 find his jackalls are already industrkmsly en^ ' 
quiring in an nnderhand mannerrespecting my pursuits^ 
but^ as I have adopted a plan of securing the manuscript < 
of these letters^ I am indiiferenb ^about his resentment^ as ' 
long a» the fi^t commijssioner remains in the Colony. I - 
fear however 'that will not be long, as he talks of visit- - 
ii^ some of the otiier Tslai^ds^ and then- 1 shall nbtbe 
surprise should ijneetwith moketation from the junior 
members of the cbmmission. In- that case, the only thing 
which would disturb my mind k^ the- uneasiness the few ' 
fiiends I have would feel for the perilous situation I may - 
be in, having heard not a little of Picton's fame, and what 
barbarity 1 might experience from hipi. But, having 
already hazarded my life in the cause of oppressed huma- * 
nity, should I now puffer fot my well meant intentions, 
surely I could not have sacrificed my life in a nobler 
pursuit* However, it is some satisfaction that I have • 
done my duty so fai* m the cause of the oppressed in this- 
island, even though I might ultimately be compelled to^ 
do what it is said has been done by others in the BastilU, 

* In the United States, and in some of our transatlantic possessioiis, 
travellers are now generally denominated *^ pests *^ 
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fizni^ pea n%fat vriSe a samtn m ^^ sn^ect^ bat I 
' IwCe to treat cf death when l ong g^k f b mTiew. There 
hf homrwrr, a sort ofaflEctioB viaA at pment so weighs 
domi mj spirits^ that I canaot ini ai^aBMUlii m the 
irfaole ciirie of gy phikwophjto rte» its ifrifing m- ^ 
floeoce: Imcaa that which lesidtsfiraBpahiic calamities > 
wfaocitt aiy lemiu ie at a tm iM r JatomLJ iw spite' of nie. 
Wba^ Sir^ can bear the yyi of &e upftiiwA^ wba 
caa bear Ibeir cries^ and b^old thdr tCKaflo#, widiout 
£M&ig <«f them the ir uiki a gi of lad cmapasiii^? i 
really CMHOtbeayectatwr of the djwnkw which pgcwnt 
tbetMehret ia thi» coloay, mr witites tiic mc^&aee of 
the pfood opprMort, witfaoaiferitDg a Tidenrl aTenioa 
against tbtfm^ A few wedu mcfte, however, wiH safiica 
me to finish my obso^atiofiaiektive to thitfwietehed ce« 
laay, and then I shall veliins to £j^g;lfif<7^irtiere thede»* 
pot's votcemid the gaUiiig chain wfll neither shock my 
eye^ nor griere my ear ; ma* shall I see &oife strefols of 
crimsoned g<H'e; northebl<)odofthenaforlailateAfiica& 
nm foaming to the main! My thotighlaaie iJoMr moccr 
than ever rivetted on thait spot^ and I lodk anxiously for' 
the moment of departure froas the land of opp^escic^, io- 
fidelity^ and slavery^ior the land of life> liberty, ^tsA love* 
Pardon^ my dear Sir^ these digressions now ^d* 
then involuntarily intrude themselves on my mind, ocea^ 
sioned by the nature of the subject, I am obliged to di^ 
late, and therefore I shall proceed. Had any nmn ven* 
tured to express a slight disapprobation of Goverao#Pu> 



* Thm, I am ioformcd> has been practised on some cobured msn 
and negroes after torture had been applied to extort con£»8ion ! 
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ton's conduct^ or approve of any measure ivhich he dis- 
liked, or even be id the habits of intimacy with any per- 
son who had in any way offended him, the terms rascal, 
thief y villa in y rebels scomidrelyjacobiriy democrat ^ brigand, 
kc. were profusely bestowed, and to such a degree, that 
ihere is hardly a respectable gentleman in the colony iv^ho 
has escaped these outrageous expressions Mr. Nihel, a 
member of council, and who held with honor the office 
ofchief judge of the island, was abused with many of 
these outrageous terms ; and to him, by way of refine- 
ment, was applied the appellation of ^*^ reptile." The 
inighty offence was, that the venerable judge would not 
approve of the shocking outrage committed upon Mrs. 
Griffiths, whose extraordinary sufferings, exposed to the 
brutality of a negro military forge, have been already (de- 
tailed in one of my former letters ; and likewise, because 
Re would not consent to hang a man without trial: fir 
which Mr. Nihel was suspended from his functions ; but 
he was afterwards reinstated by his Majesty. £ven those 
whoni he employed, and with whom he associated, he, 
in somfe of his private correspondence, compliment- 
ed with the terms of pirates, ruined projiigatesy and 
conspirators. As this is the Governor's own description 
of them, I may take it for granted that it is just. After 
the dismissal of Mr. Nihel from his office, he pib- 
mpted in his stead John Black, an Irishman, and at tfle 
first audience which he had with his Excellency (as he 
is here called), the folio vving instructions, I am told, wefie 
given to him verbally: — ^^I congratulate you. Sir, 6a 
your promotion to this exalted station, in which I expect 
no disobedience of prders, no hesitation in obeying my 
tonimarids: your duty must be altogethet regulated by 
tny instructions ; therefore, I expect you will guide your 
«*onduct accordingly, on the pain of my disjpleasur^.'' 

Z 
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How this said John BItick has regulated his ccmduct with 
regard to these instructions will, no doubt, appear in Hay 
further researches ; at present, it may not be improper 
to give you an anecdote of him, by way of introduction, 
that it may apprise you what actions he is capal)le of 
performing. This man originally ran away from one of 
the British West India islands, and took shelter in thus, 
with many others, while it was under the dominion of 
Spain, to avoid duns. Some time since his daughter was 
married to a gentleman, whose name does not occur to 
my recollection, to whom he promised 10/)OOL as a mar- 
riage portion, and indeed gave bills of exchange to that 
amount to his son-in-law, drawn on a mercantile house 
in London. Some who did not admire the character of 
the judge, said they were drawn on Messrs. Pump, Han- 
die/and Co. Bankers^ Aldgate; others affirmed that they 
were drawn cJft Charles Stewart, Esq. Banker, Charing 
Cross. Be that" as it may, the judge called one day on 
his son4n-law, just as he was'about to forward them home 
for acceptance, and presehted a pair of loaded pistols to 
his breast, then demanding the bills in a tone of voice 
intent upon bloody deeds, which so J)etrified the sOnrin- 
law with fear, that he returned them to his Honor with- 
out hesitation. This, Sir/ may serve as a specimen of 
the characters with' whom Picton associates^ and oait 
of such rank weeds does" be select administrators of 
justice. Another reason^ which has been assigned* 
for suspending Mr. Nihel from his office^, is said to be 
the following: — Ai Point Iquaq^fe, Vired a poor indus- 
dustrious man, who, I have been told, is a native of Ire^ 
laiid, and who follou^d the occupation of turtle^fishing. 
It appears that he had heretofore neglected eveiy time 
he had brought turtle to this port, to pre^seiit one as an' 
oblation to Madam Rosette j the Governor's duenna. Oa 



Let. 12.} JtlBGfi N^lL. 179 

this a complaint was founded, and he was apprehended, 
brought prisoner to government-house, wliere he was 
abused, in the usual way, and likewise' threatened to be 
hanged in the mean time. Mr. Nihel having been 
called in to pass a sentence for immediate execution, was 
xequested to write one to that effect. He objected, and 
therefore came in for a copious share of abusive language 
also, in which the term ^^ reptile/* already mentioned, was 
frequently applied. Indeed, it is a matter of son^e asto^ 
nishment to me, that his Excellency, who hacj hitherto 
spumed at legal forms, and literally trampled on justice, 
did not hang botli the judge and the fisherman ; the 
former for disobedience, and the latter for neglecting the 
politenes? due to the favourite of the greatest man in the 
colony. I am unable tp account for the motives that 
restrained Ijis vengeance in this particular instsoice, or 
how he came tp deviate from his usual line of cc^iduct. 
As it appears at present problematical, I shall leave the 
solution of it, and proceed to matters of greiater moment. 
Mr.jJohn Baptiste Dechon Savignon, a native of Gre- 
. nada, where, by his parents, he had left him an indepen- 
dent fortune, under the care of an uncle, a Mr. Patience, 
who hired some of the negroes to a Mr. M'Bunnie, late 
a planter of this island. Some time after, Governor 
Picton had a dispute with Mr, Patience, who, it is stated, 
was oppressed as far as injustice could allow. In addi- 
tion to that, he took possession of the young man's slaves 
to the number of fifteen, and obliged Mr. M^Burnie to 
pay the amount of what was due for hire, a sum exceed- 
ing 1000 dollars, alleging that he, the Governor, would 
be Mr, Savignon's guardian in future. When he took 
the slaves from Mr. M'Bumie, they were appraised by 
some of his panders, at two-thirds less than their real 
value, with a view, that should the minor, ^ho was ab- 
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sent, order them to be sold, or in case of his death, the 
Governor would only pay the mere trifle at which they 
had been valued. He was, however, disappointed, for 
Mr. Savignon returned in about two or three years after^ 
when the Governor informed him that the slaves, 8cc, 
ivere in his possession ; at the same time shewing the ap- 
praisement, and offering to take them for what they were 
valued. This was objected to by Mr. Savignon, because 
he did not want to part with them, and in return de- 
manded a restitution of the slaves apd the effects in the 
Governor's hands, he being now no longer ^ minor, and 
consequently capable gf managing his own business with- 
out the aid of a guardian. This demand^ though per- 
fectly correct, irritated the Governor, who insisted on 
proof being exhibited not only of Mr. Savignon's title to 
these slaves, but a certificate oifhis birth, and also inforni- 
inc; him that he must prepare himself to quit the island 
immediately. These documents were procured, and pre-r 
sented to the Governor, who, finding himself still disap- 
pointed, threatened to have him immediately hanged, 
j^lleging the documents were a forgery; land he was in- 
stantly dragged to the Bastille! The Governor now set 
some of his panders to work, to see whether they could 
jiot bring Mr. Savignon to terms to give up his claims, 
and leave the island, rather than be.jgnominiously exe- 
cuted. This would not do ; Mr. Savignon remained in- 
flexible ; but, the Governor, though defeated in this, de- 
vised another project. Being indebted 2,000 dollars for 
the hire of these slaves^ in addition to what be received 
from Mr. M^Burnie, and. to avoid with some colour, the 
payment of these sums, he had the slaves again appraised, 
which exceeded, as it certainly should, the first one ^by 
1 25 per cent. This overplus the Governor had the mo* 
d^sty to claim as his own : it cqnounted to morq than thji. 
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Items above-mentioned^ and an. account was rendered ac* 
cordingly^ assigning this reason^ that the slaves had im- 
proved in value ^sipce he had taken them from Mr, 
^^Burnie. I ani bappj to find that Mr. Savignon neither 
acceded to his clandestine offers^ nor was hanged> as he 
l^ras repeatedly threatened to be, but will soon come bold- 
ly forward to accuse bim. He has been liberated^but 
in consequence of yv hat circumstances I am not at pre* 
sent acquainted. 

Indeed it would be difficult, to find a single instance 
whereia he ha$ displjayed tjie exercise of justice, mercy, 
or humanity, while on the contrary, he has exhibited a 
melancholy picture of human depravity, by burning, tor- 
turing, and banging so uaany innocent persons. To this 
he has been instigated i>y the evil council of a cJiere amie, 
)vho is constantly "^pushiijig him on to error," Had this 
woman the fascinating accomplishments of a Millwood, 
pne should be less surprised ,at bis infatuated state of 
anxiety to please hef . She is, however, on the contrary, 
both ugly and disgusting, possessing brutal ferocjty of 
disposition, which is pourtrayed in her very countenance, 
^Vith suoli a mistress can you be surprised at his acts? 

In the following list you will find enumerated some of 
the qruekies which have been alleged against him in the 
exercise of his gpyerument. 

Isi, T]he execution of Ce/estino, a Spanish peon, from 
St Joseph^^lsited in ipy 10th letter, to have suffered with- 
out any form of trial. 

si A French gentleman, a planter, who resided on 
the south side of the island, stated in the same letter to 
have suffered without any form of trial. 

3rf. The commander of a British launce, from the 
island of Margarita, said to have been hanged and be- 
headed without trials as stated hl^ewise in nay lOtblatt^* 
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4ih. Gaaycaray, an Indmn of the same island, who 
sailed in tbe same launce with the above-mentioned Spa-* 
niard, tortured to extort confession from him. 

6tk. The tortnring Louisa Oalderon, a Spanish girt 
mider fourteen years of age, to extort confession respect- 
ing a robbery supposed to have been commited by Carlo 
GthfKUtltx against Pettr Ruez, who, I am told, was fre- 
quently employed as a secret agent to the Governor. 
The torture was employed on this girl two succeed- 
ing dajrs, in the presence of Mr. Beggorat, a per- 
son who is now much in his confidence, and a member 
of his motley council, but whom he formerly corisidcred 
a brigand, and at one time gave orders to burn his plan- 
tation, in the event of a commotion. This poor girl was 
tortured so severely, that she fell down apparently dead, 
by which it is said she has lost the use of some of her 
Kmbs*. 

6th. The execution, without trial, of .Jean Baptiste 
Richard, a French mulatto, under pretence of his sup- 
posed correspondence with fugitives from Guadaloupe, 
established on the Spanish main. 

1th. Seizing and detaining Estevan Dubois, a free 
Spaniard from the Main, for eighteen months. 

8^. The condemnation and punishment of another 
free Spaniard from Valeniia, married in Margarita^ — 
flogged through the streets, on the raer6 accusation of 
some drunken. seamen, without trial or the means of de- 
fence. 



♦ She is now in this country. *H«r case will soon come fully be* 
fore the public, because a bill of indictment has been found by tbe 
grand jurv of Middlesex against Picton ; and a commission has been 
sent out to Trinidad^ dii-ected to Messrs. Shaw and Hays, to examine 
w«iie88etnjlative>to theca^^ " ' 



^ih. The illegal and waaUp ^Kteasi^a^of auiliioiatTir, 
with an inteat to ruin and starve Mrs. Gri^tha Mid ^hcr 
amiable daiigbtecs, at :tbe .instigation of Ma^^ipt Mos^tU, 
the Govemor^s mistress, detailed in my 10t^lett^« ::. 
lOib. £xe<;ttting AlarcQQ^ a ^^panish ^n^aiin^^ who 
sailed «n board a toading.schoQiier beloi^ing to BCf. 
Cipriani, of this place* He wa» s^nt tp 'pdaoK^wftho^ 
haying his cnme speci6ed,and was hanged ip^a few hpurs 
after^ without waiting the necessary forms of trtaL TH^ 
poor fellow suffered withoHtjbnojma^ either bb prime or 
bis accuser. 

lltb. Execdting a numberof soldiers belpnging to Uie 
Oerman c6rps, without the legalfbrms in such ^mm. It 
was alleged they werje desectersj find iberc^re teiEd.was 
unnecessary. 

12M. Hugh Gallagher^ mentioned in iny latbletteir, as 
a Serjeant or soldier in the Bo^al Cqi|^ of Artillery^ U> 
• have been executed witboutjiny f<prm of tidal, for a crime 
of which another soldierdeplared bioEiself, otv bis death- 
bed, to have bi^^the perf^etatx^, «and that ^he qnfor- 
tunate Galiagber wasii^iocent. 

ISth^ Fos gr^^^i^g a cp^ppaission to aa Inquisitional 
€ommittee>in< whiisb.Uiprture is.J^rected to be ^pplie^^, 
fully stated in .my 10th. letter. 

14ti. For the reipeati^d ^plication of tortui^e, mutila- 
tion, and death, on more than sixteen free mulattues> fiye 
negroes, and negro slaves, condemaed by vktue ^f the 
proceeding commission, mostly wiUiout proofs and suflfei- 
iag for imagin^y crimes. 

\5th. For cruel severities inflicted on six negro slaves 
now in prisron, detained sia^e last December ; althx^ugh 
tried, there was no evidence ta com^ni4i tbem. 

VQih. For'h»ving ordered two-jiersons of the: nao^s of 
. Joubaand Yala,^to be mutifeted by hb own e.spress ay- 



164 TRAVEtfi^ i^ 'TRlilDAD. [lef. iW 

rtiorityj contrary to tf^ Sentence of the judges, which it 
appears he annulled. 

17^. For a rape temmitted 6n the body of a Spatiish 
muIaUo girl. 

ISth* For granting'tdispehsattons to rdativesrirt the for- 
bidden degrees of consanguinity, aaKt compelling tlfe 
curate of Port of -Spain to marry them. 

l^th. For the illegal inrprisonmeht of a tinmber ^fWs 
Majesty's subjects. ' 

20/A. For grayiting leave to a Frenchman to supply 
the enemies of Great Britain with naval and warlike 
stores. This case is shortly thus. Tlie Governor seized 
a vessel from the river Orowofa), belonging to a Spaniard, 
and consigned to a Frenchman resident in this towh. 
The net proceeds were directed to be appropriated to 
liquidate certain debts the owner had, in course of his 
dealings, contracted with some persons in town, but tHe 
Goviemor applied it to his own convenience. Several 
subsequent applications have been made by the Spaniards 
creditors, notwithstanding they were obliged at last to 
remain silent, as they had been threatened with banish- 
ment. The Governor was more generous to the consig- 
nee; he gave him an order, whereby ' he was allowed to 
export any quantity of warlike strire^,' under a certain 
restriction, which is said to be, that the Frenchman 
would account for half the profits. 

I called, a few days ago, on a gentleman of the name 
of Redhead, who had been confined eight and twenty 
days, at the instance of one of Picton's jackals, with' a 
view to ascertain some points relative to his case ; and 
as he politely favored me with an explanation, I am now 
enabled to lay the whole before you. 

Mr. Redhead was walking in one of the streets one 
iay algng with a friend. They happened to meet one of 



I 
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the Governor's spies^ who made u6e of some very abusive 
language to Mr* Redhead. The latter-deservedly crossed 
the nose of the offender, when the blood of iniquity 
spouted cataracts round him. They were, in a few hours 
after, arrested as guilty of high treason^ and committed, 
Bs usual, to the Bastille. Ih the mean liiiie, a mock trial 
ensued in the Inquisitorial Court, when Mr. Redhead was 
condemned, without being heard, to pay a fine of 400 
dollars ; but his iViend was acquitted aftei* some little im- 
prisonment, although he took no part whatever in the 
i&gputei It is true, Mr. Redhead was^bbnoxious to Pic- 
Ion, and therefore it was 'a crime to be seen in company 
with those who> Kke Mr. Redhead, were disliked : how- 
ever, in this instance it is well understood that the jackal 
IQ. question courted this opportunity to quarrel with him, 
in order to punish him. The wretch went further; he 
endeavoured to procure a sentence to enable him to out 
dff Mr. Redhead's, ears, under the usual pretence, that 
the punishment might be inflicted by the Spanish law^ 
but Picton thought it prudent to resist the iniquitous 
wishes of his favorite*. 



' * This man was a member of the Illustrious CabiUo, which I think 
* may not improperly be termed the Inquisition. In the year 1 797, he 
signed a declaration/ retrospectively arraigning the late Governor, 
Chacone. Among the items, I find ope of them was for iiaving Sli- 
vered the island to the British, and another, reprobating Spanish 
laws. But under these laws this fellow has since acted in a judicial 
capacity, and he has never ceased to violate or mis-state them. He 
lately came forward under the auspices of his friend, Mr. Joseph 
Marryat, of New Bridge Street, London, and exhibited an article of 
accusation against QqIoxx^I FuUarton^ which I mean to nodce in % fur 
Vire letter. 
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TAe Case of l&g£ OaBagker^ fxeeuted hf ordat o^ 
Governor Ptt^Cait, in Moj^ 1797> re-comid'^rtd^J^ 
AccoufU of Jean, Baptiste Bicband, a free MaiMk 
Man, ejmuttd witkotU a TmU, by arddr i^CuxotrmM 
jPifiton, m ih€ ytan Vf9f^^Pourt0e» Ptivate^ of tkti 
60ih Regimenti, and of Hompexh Corps, execuUd i» 
179i7> h^i ordffr of Governor Jfietom, without any Form 
of Triair^DHaU ^ the Cast <f Join. Baptistt Mar^ 
con, a ^dnisk SaUos:, executed- iu the month ofJjrtilf 
1799> by order of Gj)neruor Pifitxm, withoni a»y form 
of Trial, for a crime commiittd on, the ISgh Seas^A 
Guiacaree Indian,, the saili$tg C of tain ^ or Patron afa 
Schooner, tortured and shot by ordeop of Govetmor Pic'* 
ton, rvithout any Form of Trial, in 1 800 — The Case of 
Pierre Francois, executed December 1801, by order of 
QovernoT Picpm, for. Sotctry, Dkm^fm^y l^noi^dge 
qf the Ml4ck Art:, pmoning ^ fn^ms, of Charms^ ^. 
-^Bouqui executed: Ikcember \Q(i>l, by order (fGoter^ 
nor Fitton^for Sorcery, D-ivination, Knowledge off he 
J^tack Art, poisoning by means of Cl^arms, S^c^ — La. 
Fort me executed Fcbntary.18^, byotdet ofQovermt 
Picton, for Sorce^ry, Divination^ KtmnJkdg^ (f the 
Black Art, poisoni^ig by means, of Charms, ^. — Jfe- 
nuel executed February 1802^ by or4er of Governor 
Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge of the 
Black Art, poisoning by means ofCharms^^c. — Thisbe^, 
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a Negress, ttprikndy wni if fUrwat d s tanged in FthrU" 
mrtf 1802, hjf order ^ GeMtnor Picttm, ybr Soreery, 
JHvination, Knowkdge tjfthc Bhck itrty hatdhig coir- 
werse with the Detil^ pintnming hy im^Ms rfCh$rim, 
^.-^Mkhipei G^dmt^ esttcuted Mm^ch ld02> tf 4rder 
9f4r9verm>r jPictom, fht Sorttfy, jDmjIaft'^i^ £itoir- 
fex%e ^the Black jirt^poison^ by ulieaikk x^Vkatttru, 
4c. — Aukima ^xecMUd JptU 180£^ by order of^Q&ter- 
^lior PkUmfur SmxaoL DMmOion^ Kmwkdgt df thfe 
BUuk Jrt^fmsmm^ff ^iktaks ofCharmSiiie^^^Presentj 
« hegress^ hanged fbitheut Dritai, by erdn efSdvermr 
Pietsn — Cirmmstant99' reimtmg to ^stiah^ a Negrp 
^hsve belmging to Jehh Damsen, Esq. whs died in tm- 
uquincc sfa sevettjiogging srdered byJSovemsr Pietim. 
.^^Obstroatiom on the above Cases. 



flead-Qu^rters, Pi^«r to t% Sspaka, March x 8#3. 

In the precodif^ ktl^ yaa are ftfrtiisiied 
^ith a lifit of the vtti^upfiy ol^te who had snfih^d under 
Picion's t^^montcid ptactcrship; it now becomes neces- 
sarjr that \ shotild state the eases of these injured suffer- 
iers, with some more, at ftiU len^. Hence describe 
thedi in rot4tloQ a» they oedarred. 

The first b Ho^ Gallagher, of the Hoyal Artillery, 
whose ca§e I have already pardy describe. 'Rat in all 
cases 6i this natute, it iis my daty to he very j^artkular ; 
therefore resume the subject without hesitatioi:i. 

On. or about the £lst of May, 1797> a free negro- 
^cmum, Bamed Jenny Bonifa(?e, went to the house o^* 
John Nihel, Esq. Chief Justice of the Island, and staled 
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that Ae had been both ravished and robbed on the road 
from St. Jqseph. Mr. Mihel having heard what she 
had to say^ thought her charge so very frivolous^ that he 
did not take any further notice of it than by merely tell* 
ing her to go to Governor Picton, '^ to whom^* as Mr. 
Nihel says, " 1 thought it would afford amusement U hear 
of a rape in the West Indies; and all the puniihtneni that 
I thought could possibly be the event, would be to put him 
i(i th( guard-house.' After ditiner on the same day ^ I 
zpalked down towards the wharf , and you m^y Judge of my 
horror and surpri^, when I found the man was just execU'^ 
ted I". Before this victMn was sacrifioed, he was^ distinct- 
ly heard addressing Governor Picton, xyhq wa^ near the 
g^IIow^, protesting bis innocence, and requesting that he 
might be tried before be lost his life* Governor Eicton 
replied, by thus insulting him: Villain! you are going 
to Hell with Ucs in your mouth T By the orderly-book 
of the Artillery Corps then in Trinidad, it does not ap- 
pear that 'this unfortunate victim was either arrested, 
tried, or executed ; and moreover, I am told thsd: hejjpts 
yet stands uniaccounted for in the returns pf the corps. 

Two days after the execution of Qallaghec, a court-mar- 
tial was held on three other soldiers of the same corps, Pa- 
trick Murphy, Patrick Kpnny, and Andrew JRedman, as 
being his accomplices in this robbery. They were ordeiv 
ed to receive 1,500 lashes each. 

It further appears from the evidence of Jenny Boni^*^ 
face, that Mur()hy, and not the unfortunate Gallaghier, 
was the man who had ill-used aud robbed her. 

If it is true, what Governor Picton boasts of, that his 
Majesty's ministers have sanctioned this atrocious outrage 
on the life of an innocent nian, how can they stand ac- 
tquittcd before God and their country, for approving of 
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the conduct of a goveraor and military commander^ iir 
thus violating the laws entrusted to his care ? 

2nd Case, — Is that of Celestino^ a Spanish inhabitant^ 
who was hanged (as I have already stated in a former 
let^r), without any trial. This happened in the months 
of May 1797. • 

3d Case, Some time about the end of the year 1797 i 
Jean Baptiste Richard, the owner of a launce, in which 
he traded to the Spani^Main, gave a passage to threel 
persons of colour, who were suspected of holding opinions^ 
inimical to the Governor. Richard was arrested at Points 
la B^aCy by Mons. St. Pe, the commandant, and sent a* 
prisoner to Port of Spain, where he was (without the ex-^ 
amination of any witnesses), sentenced to be hanged. 
What aggravates this case, is a circumstance that more- 
strongly marka Picton's savage disposition. Richard's' 
fether-in-law, Mr. Moss, a planter, who resided at Point- 
la Brae, and who had also been arrested and imprisoned' 
by GovenMM* Picton, under suspicion of being concerned' 
with Richard, but> for want of proof, he was brought to* 
government-house to be discharged, when the savage- 
Governor took him into the inirador, and pointed out to 
him the body of his unfortunate spn-in-law suspended on 
the gallows. After that scene, Mr. Moss was severely 
threatened and dismissed. 

Ath Case. Sometime in the year 1797> it appears that 
' fourteen privates of the 60th regiment, and of the Hom-' 
pesch corps, were executed. No trial whatever, civil 
or military, took place. I am unable to state what were 
the crimes for which they suffered ; and all that I can 
Jeam is, that they were hanged a few hours after they 
were taken into custody. 

To soften and explain his conduct in these barbarous* 
proceedings, it is now urg-ed, that at the time they were* 
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etfecttt^ die garriscm was in a dwordei^ statei — aadr 
that the Gkyveraor wa$ under die Becesai^ of dUpensifi^. 
with the Udi^m firms ^' trimi, as immediate exatu^des 
weie reqnifed to suppreei the frequent deflertioiiB whiok 
oocttned amengrt the aokiieris. But this excuse rs too 
ridiculous for belief, because it pan be proved beyolHi. 
the possibility of dOttbt> diat the islaad wm as trailquil 
a^.et^ it v/m either befejre or since. HoMr does it hi^ 
pea that be did not issue orders t6 the offices comlaand- 
ing the GoloaiiiJ volimceers or militia to hold themselves 
HI readiness f An invariable rule whenever aajr mutinooft 
<^ riotoiis dispositions are mtuiifested by the i^gUlar 
troops. ^ 

^ih Ctt8€. In the mantk of April 1799y a Spanish' sailor^ 
named Jchn Baptiste Alarcon, was hanged without m 
trial. Tlie circumstances of his case are these :^—llief 
kmice, called La Cecile, belonging to a Mr. Cipriatu^^ 
of this place) sailed ona voyage to MaHimfti€,wxier the' 
oommand of John Pet^ Orlando^ and adttned by four 
Spanish sapors, natives of the Main^ among whom was 
AlarcoD. When off the idand of CariaeoHa three of the. 
seniors took advantage of the oiptaift's beiiig osleep> anil 
revolted. Having got possessioa of the Vessd^ \h»y toofc. 
from the captain his ar m^^ and obliged the man at tb^ 
helm to change his course for tbp Spemish Maiil. WheUt 
the captain awoke, be was mtooh asttoish^d to &id the 
course of the vessel changed. On inquiring the reason^ 
the revoked sailoris replied by inmilting mid thfeatemng 
to kill him if he made the least re9istabcej and to throw; 
him. overboard. Havbg completely subd^d tlie cap-* 
tain^ they began eating and drinking^ until intoxkratioift; 
caused them to fall asleep. The captain^ findti^ Uuit twc^ 
of them weie fast locked in the arms of Morpheus^ went 
forward, and strud( them on the head with the tflkr ti^l, 
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r icvohtF, WIS p«t ynt* pn900i> umI iIm 

lPi&yig« to Jf CittMflltj wtMM lilt 



e^ lie caBcd fivr Akrcoa, aad Wo igfcl 
^tolWMbdL Theci4plaiD>Hi4.li»owMr> 
Me. Gfoaai, went to Goyenior Picton, to whom tbey 
i of the dcpesilMns thM weff« B^ado at CoMCNr 
The caplaui> and the sailor who had 
n die mutioy^iiiade eiich a dedaratioD bt« 
fioR Gtt wau ui Picfeoa, otairmii^ the afbcetaid £m^Is« 
GoieiBor fieten lost no timeift havkig Akrcon hfo«ght 
Mne hn. After inteirogating him for a iii^w minates^ 
be VK ordned to he nmediately hanged^ which order 
mt oonqilied withj^and he was put to death witheul apy 
fixm of trial oe iMiBiry* 

6ik Case. Sometime in the year 180(^ infomatioft wa^- 
gtfmi lo GbaBBTcaof Pielo»y that sone soldiers of Hori-> 
pesch's leguneot had deserted, who suspected tha^ they^ 
ivtte eanried off in a Spanish schooner that sailed that 
OMwaiag. When the aehoonei xet«ifned to l*r%midmd^ m 
giasd of aolchecs hrought on share die passengers^ the 
MHogcaptain (or as he is ealled ii> Spanish, patooo)> and 
att tibe saibfs, who were comoiHed to prison. Th^ 
p^nin, and soioe others, nnderweot the torture: %vbal 
omfieasion Urq^ of thera made k not loisown, but ahnost 
imwediately after the patron was shot by order of Ae 
Governor, without the least form of trials It appears in 
erxdence^ that ahhoogli a pa^nlon was-offered to him, he 
persisted in asserting his inoocence. It is also an abso- 
lute feet, that the owner dt the schooner, Busearmdos^ 
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was on board when she sailed, consequehtly had com- 
mand of her^ who alone must have been guilty of taking 
the soldiers, if they really were taken ; but it is now the 
general opinion, that neither the owner nor the captain 
were hkely'(from the good reputation they bore, and the 
circumstances they were in), to commit such an act. 

7th Case. Sometime in December 1801, anfegro slave 
belonging to a -Mr. Patriae, was carried before a commis- 
sion (already noticed) illegally formed by Govemw Pic- 
ton, for the purpose of trying persons accused of sorcery, 
divination, and poisoning by means of charms, &c. This 
jdave, Pierre Francois, was repeatedly examined upoa 
these charges before this tribunal, when> in all instances> 
he uniformly and solemnly protested his innocence. 
Paring the diflferent examinations, which secretly took 
place in the jail, where these ignorant and infemous com** 
missioners met in one of the rooms, he was confined 
in the stocks. Without hearing any defence from the 
prisoner, he was ordered to fall down on his knees, and 
adjudged to be burnt alive! 

. He wRs then conducted to the chapel, where he waa 
' first heavily ironed, and after that heard prayers. 

A little after three o'clock, p. m,, poor Pierre was con-^ 
ducted by a file of soldiers to the gallows, where they, 
chained him to a stake, and covered hi^ body with a shirt 
Ipaded with brimstone. Faggots behig placed round the 
stake, they were set on fire by the executioner. Ano- 
ther negro, who had just been executed, was ordered to^ 
be taken off the gallows, his head cut off, and placed 
alongside of Pierre, when- both the living and the dead 
were consumed in the flames. 

. It is stated that the frequent burnings of this sort 
which took place, together with the smell of the brim- 
stone, obliged many, who lived ne&r the ^allbws^ to leav^ 
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their hduses. What may be deemed remarkable, is, that 
tiioughthe negroes rushed off with horror from these 
barbarous scenes, yet it was a matter of astonishment 
they did not instantly massacre the white population. 

6th Case. The negro mentioned in the preceding 
case, n^ed Bouqui, was suspected of sorcery, divination, - 
knowledge of the black art, poisoning by, means of 
charms, &c.,"and confined in a solitary dungeon for six- 
months previous to his being tried, before the same iller 
gal commission that tried and condemned Pierre Fran- 
cois, — a diabolical commission, formed by Governor 
Thomas PLcton, repugnant to every rule of proceeding 
establised by either English or Spanish law. 

After Bouqui had been examined several times, he was 
conducted to the chapel, where he was baptized by tho 
curate of Port of Spain^ then heavily fettered, and takeqt' 
to the gallows by a guard of soldiers. Here sentence of 
death was read to him by order of Governor Picton, and 
he was instantly hanged. After fifteen minutes suspen- 
sion, he was taken down, and his h^ad cut off. The headr 
less tmnk was laid on a stake alongside of Pierre Fran- 
cois, and consumed in the flames. 

9th Case. La Fortune, a negro -dave, belonging to a 
Mr. Luzette, was accused (by the same tribunal formed 
by Governor Thomas Picton), of having attempted to 
take away his own life ; having the knowledge of the black 
art, sorcery, divination, poisoning by means of charms^ 
^c. ; for having occasioned sickness amongst many slaves ; 
a,nd baying^ himself^ dangerous connections with the 
devil. 

The trial of La Fortune lasted six months, durinff 
which time he was confined in a small cell, in which ha 
i^as almost roasted alive, and was 50 emaciated and weak^ 
as to be carried before the tribunal by two jail negroes. 

Bb 
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He viul M ^t cood^aoed tx>be bafiged> decapitated^ bi$ 
he$td to be exposed on a pole'j.aiid hi» bod; buntt. Th^ 
unfortiioftte vidUm constantly maintained his ianocencs) 
till thelast mamenU Being unable to walk> he was drag^ 
ged'to tfaeusu^ place ofexecntiony where be suffered ac- 
c;oFding. to bis. sentence^ sometime in Februacf 1302. 

1Q(A Vase. Manuel> a negro slav)8> was accused^ tried>. 
and eontkamod Jti Eebruary IB0£> before the same tri- 
bottalyfor sorcery; divinalio]^> kilowledge of the Uack 
sri^ ^isoaii% by. loe^ns of cbaxraB> Sec. His trial lasted 
9tx or seven nkotith8> during which time- he was* confined? 
in a sttuiU,<^Il» with his feet fixed in* iron-;stodcs» . Manuel 
was put into af.cirt^andcarried> heavily. ironed, to Si.J&*' 
seph d6 Ornm, attended witb a strong guard. of soldiers. 
His sentence was read to bim under the gaUows^— ^wbic^ 
yimi tbat he .should be haiinged, his h^ad eat off, andr hi^ 
body burnt. After U)is, the execution was ne^ for a t6L^ 
meat delayed* Beitig allowed^^ to hang about te4 or 
twelve minute^^ be.waa taJ&sn down'> docagiCstidvand^fate 
bo4y< burnt. 

In.1Han)Nl's[ set>t^ace i^itrecarded^llwly^ Yati. aad^ 
Youba, two negro slaves^ wer^ condemned to bo banished 
for. imposing ut)on tbe .credulity of tfaex negroes by the 
fels^, art of;dlvination,.atid^ ^jltged guilty of peijufry^ 
tiieir4epQsM<iQi)s bjofore tlusdkbolieal tribunsd, but-Go^ 
T)arnio(r Thomas J^otoDi w^ dissatisfied with ^<| psart^ol 
tbe.sfinftence^not:coilceimig the puniriuhent suffidendj^ 
s€V€re! He ordered thet Yakv and tYooba/sbould^assist 
at. th<^ exeeution oS Maomi^hwie their^eiai^ cutoi^ aii4 
be afterwards^ banislied ^ v > 

lUA Cd«. A negress 8kvd>.nteiW /nrisbe/AsloBging 
t^ M» Begorrat^was accused 6f soroevyy divhiatiotH know^ 
ledge of the black art> bolding.jtequent eonvertJe witi# 
the deviV poisoning, by. Bieans of cfaajriB6^4co*^and eon* 
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na^f^^ muned fMbc> Hft^ trtMkr ^rkd Ift ttb Mme 

duo. Tfa« ttttag^ w)K> ft»m«4 l^s dtakbdteal trt- 

JU butial, not bang able to proGtt]>e fitoilf Hj^nat VeKit 

Mftg guil^ ^f Ihe^feg^ 'Oriin^ df ii^nrMy^ di¥iKiftiioii> 
iioMkig6(^VM^Wf<ll^4^t41,acc. l%e poi^rMtthir^ 
in the agony of excruciati^torture^ iiiQC^tb^ ti^rielf^ mA 
f&rHmA in W 4lbftbiM% {nd<!Mietice! 

Aftwr b^Dg dhnodt U>l:ttt]^ 4^diett$b> ^ f&» jnntK 
.<Q4ft ormtu^ Was condeitHied to >? hanged^ docapitatet^ 
%%T body buiUti pttid her h^ad stiidt^ifpo^ a pole in fhe 
^^tiatt^ bf iMege Mttf^in. ^cording to tbiij ^eotence^ 
nhe Waa ^oi^Uct^ to lb(^ place of execution ^ a party 
;^ soldiers^ -apd herikifliband (Felix) wa$ ordered by Go* 
Tefnor Ttioiii|iji Pioton tb attend her,— to assist at her 
eir^tioh,^t0 ^dve his ean ctlt «l^--ikdfd to be badid^ 
lbed<tony4 

On lier w^ to tii« |))ftce^ exertion s(he said,— ^' 7%ft 
iihtihf^a drink ofttatelr h what I have ^Ireadff suffefedr 
j&nd imm^ikUsl^ i>efor^*being hanged^ ske exclaimed,— 
'^ .2||tf ^ i^#< diking W<mhi be idmt to htr httstand^ 
^$H3t, fi^ hi i^a^ i^occtU ; ^nd that $he heHdftrmieA 
the W€ut ^ing $0 Gedr The sent^ttee §eingi as cisnal^ 
fHA ^taSitx dfie gaiHOws, she was hanged for a short tmie^ 
ihen taken dqwn^ and her head cat off ^ liei^ hoAj was 
kuittt aft « fiite previously pr^par^^ fiM her head was 
MM dtt|r^xp0sed m h {>ole at Uiego Martin. She su^ 
fMMl te tfce month «^ Febtnayy 1802. Ano^hei^ i^gro 
jdbl^ i0m&KimvMA ailhe totti^ time with llmbe, by orde^ 
UQW^f^oi I'ltoniat^ FiciOn. 

l9sACiut. Mi^aet Ctardoii was accused, tried, and 
0iA0Hai0^ by Utf 2»i4 cbiiM^^cat txiblisal^ of se^cery* 
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divination, knowledge af.the bjack art,, poisoning b^r 
means of channs, S^.j^and was adjudged to be h^ged^ 
The sentence w£^ i^imediately put into e^ecntipn ia the 
month of Marchr 180^ . -.. • . .: 

Joseph !|Faustin, who ivas supposed to be intimately 
connected witl> (jlardoD, was ordered to assist at the ex^-^ 
cution,witha rope round his neck, — to have his eara 
cut off, — ^to be Jyumt.on the cheek witji a red hot iron,— 
and afterwards banished* 

'13th Case. A negro slave, nacmed Aubinot, belonging 
to M. la Riviere, was accused by the said inferpal tri- 
bunal; of haying made use of a poisoned whip, — of sor* 
cery^ divinatjon, kqowledgE of the black art, poisoniijg 
by means of cl\9rms, 8v^^ He. was con§ned in a cell for, 
dght months, with his feet fixed in iron stocks made fas| 
|» a post, and frequently tortured apd examined during 
that time. Aubino|. was con4emqed, by this savage trir 
buna], to be hanged, decapitated, his bp4y to be burntj, 
arid his head exposed on a pole near the buryingrground j 
which sentence was carried into execution in full^ and his 
ashes scattered to the wind; in the month of March 1808» 
. Jean Louis, La Rose, and Noel, three negroes, sus- 
pected of being guilty of divination> sorcery, and PJJS&on-»- 
ing by means of charms, were adjudged to assist at the 
execution of A^hi^of> — ^^ have 'their ears cut off,-^tq 
be branded.pn the cheek with a red hot iron, — and after^* 
wafds banished, 

I4th Case. A negr^ss, named Present, the properlyof 
Mr. Thomas ICenny, was enticed away from him previous 
io the capture of the island by the British. Some rtion ths 
xifter the capture^ Present was brought in, and lodged iQ 
the picqu^t-guard, about three o'clock in the afternoon^ 
As this was Governor Picton's dinner hour, Mr. Kenney 
did not think it proper to make any application tijl next 
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Inoroing ; but Present was hanged at sun-rise^ before Mr 
Kenny had time to make sgi application^ consequenUy 
Jest a valuable slave. The only fault or crime this un« 
fortunate girl had committed was, that of running away: 
$he;was not accused of any bad quality by her master; 
pn the contrary, she was a confidential sei:vant, and her 
paster never heard of any particular charge or crime 
having been preferred against her.— ^ — Alas! the murder 
of a fellow creature seems now to be lawful in this part of 
tis Majesty's dominions! 

1 5th Case. This, Sir, is the last case I intend to notice 
ia this black catalogue: and though it is not of such 
magnitude as the rest, yet from the aggravated circum- 
itances attending it, m£^ safely be put upon a par with 
the preceding ones* ' ^ 

' On a Sunday in May 1802, John DawsoU, Esq. late 
pf Liverpoqly then residing on his estate in the quarter of 
Tacariquoy gave one of his slaves, named Goliah, a ticket 
pf protection to go to the church of St. Joseph, to hear 
divine service. On his return home, in the evening, h« 
was met by a number of negro alguazils (constables), who 
were employed by tlie commandant of the quarter as ^ 
patrole, who took him into custody, and notwithstanding 
.Goliah shewed thepi his ticket of protection, they per-, 
/sisted in detaining him, and carried him to the house of 
^he commandant at $t. Joseph's. 

Next day Mr. Dawson sent his son, Mr. Robert Daw^ 
son, with some of his negroes^ to look after Goliah, 
yfho found him in the custody of those constables, 
who were carrying him to heW-quarters. Mr. Robert 
Dawson demanded him of them, but they refused, saying 
they should get more money if they took him to town. 
Mr. Robert returned home, and informed his father of 
these transactions, who immediately took his horse, and 



f(gi^i99»fta town ^B^^ikeBOL <yti iafAtimg, }» Ssas^ 
Golkt) tfi jail. A4K>nt aglu o'itkskiOii Tuesdaijr «cu>nl 
kig, Mx. £hnr&QD iraitjedoi tbe potent ^GotenKMrjPictM^ 
and keggml be might W« his &b»re returned to Imn ; dt 
ths same lime reptsamtiuig tjhat hp bad ;l)een mery jnrpro* 
{Hurly florested, imyJoi; a *idc^ of pmt^ptioli lo fo to 
ehiiroh^ and returmog jiewcseiAj hkI quklly borne vtissfx 
ht mm sfaiz^ by 4bese (OOOfljafaksy^irith the ittentioa 
'^Ijr^f gettuig money. Mr. Bawfion wUly told tUf 
Governor that scarcely a week passed, but thiltaoiiie of 
his idav«s vere taken in a aamihir wty. Mr. Dawgon re* 
qneatad that ha oiigbt ^Mui^e fioliah, by paying the jail^eeg 
mdj. Tha reply Governor Piptpn reto^fo^ wafi^ that ha 
kmwMf. Bawson bad g^vsn too much eacoara^mut t^ 
hia slaves, — that he wQiild hiiinble them><«*-that the «^gr0 
bad rpheil^ with the constabies^aad had iiot guiieqaielly 
iritb theiii>m?that he had a tntlaia with liuQll/Mifiail thut 
Mr« Dawisoa dKnld not have bim imleis ha fpid twa 
jees'*^^ as Vf^l at the jail iees. Mr. Dawisod^s anavrar wa% 
lha|:«vefiy negro was i^owed to earry a cuttfss ; but, ha 
did not kndw arbelher 64iliab had ooe or ttot ; dieaefpfay 
as be had ixrt d£RB»ded against the lew^ and rap retum.^ 
log peaeeably home, he did iioi thank it waseiAar dPaaftO^t 
aMf or just that he should pay more than tibe jaU iMt. 
'Govemor.PiQiOB persisted he sl^oald pay tftt two jo^ 
or he should not have the ntgriK Mt. Dawvcm cftntendt 
ed tfiat the deiaand was not just: indepiuideot 6f tibat, 
be did not saf^MKe he cevld find aaoiicy £or thai parpdi 
daring his stay in toiad. Governor Picton/*^^^ V y^ 
don't pay tJie mom^y, ni cut him tmdit Hu g4U(m6f^ 
)^r. Dawscm dien tookbia lea^rei saying, ba ho^ad Aa 
QovernOr would not be so erud, but «M>al4 ibUik baUa^ 

^ 9i. 4s. fltsding* 
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irf: it ; and- rigtitfwed hotfief t^ sdiiie daf . GdV€«S«f ?fc* ' 
tonv however^ pui bidi ^eai ia«6^ es^eeutioii^ ahfi hstd tli& 
i^olfeaak^ Goliah flogged i»fidfer the gaWbvfff iSft h^li^af 
nesirlj 4^aii. Mr. Dawsotffe servants being in- tcwtt ofir 
Thursday with a ff^, or vessel> whicfe carried arficlei td 
andf front the» plantation, they found the poor ffellovr i^ 
a^dreadfiil sitnatibuy tying in the jail-yard: they cJoil^- 
veyed him on board, and carried Him home; "Whett'fter 
vraS'bi^ugbt to Mr. ©awson> be Wa« dreadfoHy mangletf 
j&om his bips up to his shoulders^ having been- \m- 
ifte^cifully flogged with a driverV whip> which etrt largi3r 
kmpaof fledi from bis body. The poor fellow madeonfe- 
effort to speiak, — ^wbieh Was? to teH Mi'. Dawso* tftafc h^ 
WA& ffioggfed und6r the gallows*,^-— that he wa& killed, and[' 
shouH' die. Notwithstanding Mt. Ifewson took^l pio*--^ 
sibie-caj^ of Win, he- Ungered for a few days^ and dred. 
Consequently Mr, Dawson lost a valuable and faithfcd^ 
s}^v^; ^tfXd' can have no hesttatfen bi sayings that he 
dfei* 1!^ cen^equience^f the wounds hiHfcted xrir him ! 

I«Niip|)dar6 that M^. Sergent, a Frenchman; was pre^ 
d8nt<6f tliis'iliegal commis^i!rftjnxied by Governor Pic- 
ton^lSOF torliarirtg anddesptroyfrtgLthe negroes. N^itbet 
th^ ^indent, nor ttterest of the members who, I new 
inld^firstan% 0^6^ ftll of them Fi^efnch, of the iSobe^pierriatt 
sl^toDol, bold anyj^dieiiil sittrntioft in tlie coi^ny, Veih^ 
pi^al6 individuals, i^qually unacqttflintedwTth the forms 
of Spa!^^ dr of EngUsh kw. There were rto assessor, 
IK^ defends for tb^ aceu^d; and ito public escrivaito at- 
timdaHi on M^ dittbbKeal tribuntiL Their se^fcences ^re' 
^ft^#^ by thfe signatures of the president and secretary* 
of-iteicommrs^ioii, fend incldd^ the orders of Governor 
PtetM on^ which th^ is^ tenets wet6 carried- into effect. 
TPhe Wifture of a ^jltoiod duiitfg the course of his trial, 
U a tMi^idty ooftsedSated by custom in many nations. 



£00- TRAVELS IN TRINIDAD. [Le^ l5.'. 

Tbis instrument of barbarity is called the rack^ and is 
composed of a thick strong plank^ having a contrivance 
at one end to secure the hands^ and at the other^ a sort, 
of double woode^ vice. The vice is formed of three 
stout uprights, two of which are moveable, but steadied . 
by a block that is fas);ened oq each side. The ancles of, 
the culprit heiug placed ip the machine, a cord is passed 
round the uprights, and held fast by two mpn, The 
chief tormentor then gradually introduces a wedge into 
the intervals, alternately changing sides. The method 
of forcing an expansion at the upper part, causes the 
lower end to draw towards the central upright, which is . 
fixed ii^to the pjank, and thereby compresses the ancles * 
of the wretched sufferer, who, provided he be fortified 
by innocence or resolution, endures the advances of the . 
wedge, up til his bones are completely re(dt|ced intp a : 
jelly. 

The memorable events performed by this instrument 
will long renrain an indelible stigma on those who tole?. 
rated its use in this island, — an island under the prote/c- 
tion of the I^ild government of Great Britain. But, Sir, 
it is an instrument worthy only of a cannibal, whose savage 
disposition in this instance has, we are told, been much • 
admired by the "profligates and pirates/' who ar$ the part- 
ners of his infamy. I say. Sir, how w ill this sanguinary 
tyrant be able to excuse himself from the charge of tbe 
preceding cruelties, inflicted on the unoffending subjects 
of his Majesty? What name should we bestow on this 
Goyernor, whose whole endeavours were employed, and 
whpse whole pleasure consisted in terrifying, ensnaring, - 
tormenting, and destroying mankiqd? Whose power 
has been employed, since he has been goyernor, iq assist-, 
ing the rapadous, deceiving the simple, and oppressipg 
the innocent J and who, without provocation^ sJ^o))W 
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continue from day to day, void of all pity and remorsej^ 
thus to torment mankind for diversion. The people of 
England will scarcely diink it possible that negro-hunting 
is fashionable in many of the West India islands, as well 
^ in this. I shall make the utmost inquiry into the bar- 
barities attending these sports*; 

Fale. 

* Soon after this letter was ^trritteny the author was illegally ba- 
nished by Brigadier General ^cton and Commodore Hood^ which 
of course prevented this useful inquiry ; but the reader will see in the 
Appendix, No. 2, a specimen of the barbaritiesi wantonly committed 
i>n the unfortunate ne^oes* 



Cc 
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Remarks on the Situation of the Inhabitants when ike 
First Commissioner arrivedin Trinidad — His Reception 
H9<i Address to the public Functionaries^— The Address 
misrepresented in Picton's Gazette — The Intention of 
if iimdrttd — d PTmlmnation to deco^ ike First Com-- 
imsnefHr, and sanction the Acts cf the firmer Giro^r-^ 
nor — The Conduct ofthepnbHc Secretary in this tratt- 
saction — Tlie measures of the Party defeated — Brigadier 
Gmeral Picton alarmed — Orders of the First Com- 
missioner respecting Commitments — The Alcaldes re- 
monstrate — Proceedings in the Cabildo respecting a 
new Jail — The lirst Commissioners Visit tjo the old 
One, and the Situation in which he found it-^—The Ex- 
ecutioners Complaint J ^c. — A second Visit to the Jail 
increases Brigadier General Picton^s Jealousy-^ Ah 
Explanation — Reflections thereon — Brigadier General 
Picton's Attempt to deprive Mr. Hargrave, Printer, 
of his Licence — Proceedings of the l^th of Februartf 
respecting Madame Duval — Outrageous Conduct of* 
the Brigadier in the House of the First Conwiissioner-^ 
His Apology to Mrs. Fullarton — A Parallel of the 
Conduct of both Commissioners — Further Proceedings 
in the Case of Madame Duval, and the public Secre- 
tary suspended. 

Head-QQaiters, Pu£Rto de Espana, March x8o3« 
DEAR SIR, 

JN O body of |>eople ever more ardently 
prayed to be relieved from their insulted and oppressed. 
8tatc, than did the inhabitants of Trinidad. They were 
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^reiiter objects of coihtnTseration tbooii the lihitdi^ ev^ 
thon§h ik;^ituled> ramed^ ^ekisiaved^ and doybd with th^ 
redvtndtoc &alem,lzing emiMraM^es of th^ mling tymnt ^ 
Ffauet, Wima it Was kno<m Iteii: eentnria^ioners wefeup 
points, and that CcdoBed Fdiartcm trtis llie senuiT >0ti^ 
the inhabitants became ahuost delirious with^ joy «t llie 
^aife idea of being soon reUev^ fyidc& op^r09£ion» 
Hence they ako became stKmgiy frr^odiced in his fa- 
vowr long before he arrived^ eoncetving be would brm^ 
with jbim> what was sreeb wonted in tise ed^lony ; i, t. 
j«astioe^ |iiifnjuifrty> preVectidn, and ha^itpiiiess. 

Colbnel Fntiarton at length aitived i^ the Gti^cf 
Piaria, on the Sd of Jiantary iast, on U)ard kk Majtesty^s 
.^bip Ulysses^ comoiaiided by Captain Ool(itbbine> and the 
next day fandedv He wdis rd^eived by Gieneral Pictoix 
with seeming polkenesa, A^r being eengratalated by 
all descriptions of cWil ^ixid mililaiy |>erson8> he took l3ie 
oAiks arid bi» seat k^ cbtKH^il^ iti the cainldo> emd in the 
inunicipal tiibnmd. In bis addi-ess tp these pvUcc b6- 
idSbesy he expri^sed hiisf earnest desire t^ oof-operale with 
his colleagtres> and with ail cJasses of tli^ comtnunity ; 
tb carry into effect the liberal ami eoiightetied inGftmc- 
tioos be had deceived from his Maj-terty respecting the 
^ture prosperity of the coiony. Next day Pidton's ga^ 
zette made its appearance^ which gave an account of 
Colonel Fidkirton's reception atad address; in which 
be is re^esenied to have^ in his own name, as well 
as in the irame t3f Ms Majesty's minisrters^ bestiowed th^ 
most itnqualified praise on the late gorernor^ and bis pro- 
cee^ngs^ during six jrears arduom government. 

This gross and infamous nri^-stat^meut siui^rised those 

' iridependent Englishmen who were preset at the time 

the Colonel addressed the public bodies. They clearly 

qnderstood the manoeuvres of Picton's friends, who^ by 
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this^ imagined^ that the many who had been insulted^ 
ruined^ and persecuted^ would be prevented from apply- 
ing to tlie first commissioner for redressy-^to dupe hig 
Majesty^s ministers^ and to clear the character of the late 
governor from the imputations which frequently oc- 
curred. 

The first commissioner was not so easily duped as 
they vainly imagined ; and though he did not openly 
contradict this gross mis-statement on the spot^ yet it 
was probably from an unwillingness to give office to 
General Picton, that he did not disavow the barefaced 
falsehood. But the Colonel's silence encouraged Gene- 
ral Pic ton and his. friends to further acts of duplicity^ 
which shall be noticed in dufe order as they occurred. 
It was soon understood that .the newspaper which con- 
tained the mis-statement^ was to be sent home to Lord 
.Hobart^ as a mlv.a; but the Colonel directed Mr. Ad- 
derley, who was present at the time the speech alluded 
to: was delivered, to write to Lord Hobart, that the praise 
in question was false, and calculated to impose on the 
credulity of those who were not present, — ^that he insi- 
nuated nothing in the name of ministers, nor had he 
bestowed the least praise on the conduct of a man with 
whose transactions and character he was totally unac- 
quainted. 

The first act General Picton and his party resolved on, 
Was a proclamation, which declared, all laws, usages, cus- 
toms, |tnd en^ployments, as hitharto exercised, should 
-continue in full force. The attorney-general, Archibald 
Gloster, and Mr. Woodyear, secretary to the coiimia- 
sion, urged the Colonel to sanction it, who, willing to 
conciliate as much as possible the minds of the inhabi- 
tants generally, did not object, as it appeared to him 
that it was the object of the old government to embrace 
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conciliatory measures likewise. This happened on the 
6th January^ two days after the Colonel landed. The 
proclamation \^as prepared and ordered to be printed.' 
While it was in the printer's hands^ the Colonel reflected 
:^at it would be improper to promulgate this act preci** 
pitately^ without the consent of the third commissioner^ 
X^mmodore Hood^ who had not yet arrived . Impressed 
with this idea^he sent the assistant secretary of the com- 
fnission to the printer with peremptory orders not to issue 
the proclamation^ but to bring the proof sheet to him as 
soon as it was ready. The printer promised^ but instead 
of doing what be was ordered^ he placarded the procla- 
matioo all pver the town* In this, no doubtyhe obeyed 
the orders of the other party. The Colonel was much 
isurprised when he hecurd of this transactiop, and instantly 
ordered the printer before hihi> wh^n he was reprimanded, 
find directed to ()ull them all dpwQ again, and bring 
them to the Colonel^ which he did, and explained the 
reaaon why he had acted contrary to the instructions he 
had received from the assistant secretary. The cloven 
foot now appeared. It seems the Greneral and the mem- 
bers of his pandemonium, were eager to get this instnjK 
meot placarded, as they imagined it tended to approve 
and confirm a}! their former '^ sanguinary laws, usages, 
and customs'' Mr* Secretary Woodyear, who at this 
early period, became the decided advocate of the san- 
guinary party, with a view of sharing the loaves aqd 
fishes, ordered the printer to disi%ard the instructions 
pf the first commissioner, and to pi^blish the proclama- 
tion at all events, — adding, that he was the public secre- 
tary ; therefore, his instructions must be obeyed. 

Notwithstanding this extraordinary circumstance, the 
^st qommisi^ioner felt so much delicacy towards Gene- 
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tal Pietbn^ that, althodgh he devoted several hours dttjly 
to the reception of, and communication with, all descrip^ 
<Jom of the inhabitants and strangers, he studiously 
avoided to look retrospectively, and invariably refused 
every complaint which had a teiidency tb criminAte the 
former governor. Indeed, when such complaints were 
'offered, he manifested the strongest wi^ to codictliate 
the minds of the parties. 

Genek^l Picton was, howev^, alarttied at th§ ftienidly 
reception all classes of inhabitants iMet with from ih^ 
•first commissioner. It ^as novel to be sure, and decided-r 
ly opposite to his own practice. With a view to pre- 
vent the people from enjoying this constant flow xrf 
politeness and good manners, and to learn what wa^ 

• going forward, Gloster, the avowed supporter of ** san^ 
guinary JawSj usages, it7idcust07n$/* rej>eatediy pressed bis 
services on the first commissioners, Jn the capacity of 
aid-de-camp, 6r literally speaking, a spy. Tt<e firslt 
conimiksionef, unwilling to diisappoitit the paTty, xcceptf 
ed of Gtesters services ; but, it was not loAg before Gios- 
ter (%h6 evidently wanted to dOnrrol the conduct of thfe 
Colonel), manifeisted extreme uoeai^nyess at the gredt 
number of English, Spanish, French, and Sooth Ame-r 
rican visitors, who cro>Vded to see the Odionel, ieilJi 
•whom he communicated without the intervention <if 

^y other individual.. Though this dissatisfied the 
other party, their chief continued to act with -politeness. 

• Matter^ went on inlilis manner, untiH Mr. Adderley; the 
provost-martial whose duty it was to inspect the condi- 
tion of the jail, discoveiied the situation of the unhappy 
prisoners to be shockingly deplorable. . Picton, and 
the infainous tools employed under him, in the adminis- 
'^tratipn of justice, had invariably pursued a system alto^ 
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gether reptignaBt to the Spanish laws^ paitioularly in 
<msesof commitment. The pFaetice^ as fat as I can 
learn, was to commit persons to prison without specifying 
their offence. The jailor held the ^prds, *' Jusqua npt/- 
vel or<ire ,•'* a sufficient authority to retain the hody of 
the unfortunate for years of lingering durance vile ! The 
first commissioner directed Mr. Adderley to icctify thiff 
illegality^ and to demand in future that a specificature 
of the Q^ence of the person conunitted^ should be pro- 
duced, as it had hitherto been customary also to allow 
the monster Vallot, the keeper of the jail, to punish the 
unfortunate according to his own discretion. The first 
commissioner also ordered a. daily report of the persons 
ordered for punishment, having heard with certainty 
that many innocent objects had been flogged with seve-- 
fity^ and therefore it was to check this undue severity, 
that he had given these benign instructions. Whea the 
infamous Alcaldes, Black, and St. Pe, heard tha^ such 
orders had been given, they wailed on the first commis- 
sioner, and remonstrated with him on this innovation of 
their absolute (as they* considered it) authority. They 
insisted, that anyindiyidual tliey thought pioper to con- 
demn, ought to receive punishment without any inter- 
ference whatever from his Majesty's commissioners. It 
is true, six years of uncontrouled sway of the most uneifi- 
ampJed tynmny, had given sanction to their barbarity, 
but it was not to be supposed tliat the benevolent wishes 
of his Majesty were to be frustrated by this remonstrance 
ef Ihe infetucrted tools of ill delegated power. The first 
commissioner was fully resolved to persist in his wise and 
fMniable intentions, and to alleviate the calamities of the 
oppressed. The subject was not agitated again until 
Uie last week in January, when the first commissioner 
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attended the weekly meeting of the cabildo^ and brooght 
forward a measure which would add comfort to the situ- 
ation of the distressed jwisoners* He urged the nece^ 
sity of adopting a plan for hiring and fitting up a new 
jail under better regulations. After many observations^ 
and a variety of difficulties suggested by Messrs. Blacky 
Beggorat, and Saint Pe, it was agreed that they should, 
in the evening, inspect a piece of ground, where Mr. 
Black thought a new jail should be built at a great exf 
pence. In the evening, after inspecting the ground, they 
went to the old jail: — 'here, indeed, a scene of wretched- 
nessi disease, famine, ^and, in feet, the most exquisite 
misery, opened, as it werei at once to their sights — such 
as was never before witnessed by any governor in any 
part of his Majesty's dominions! It was the indispen- 
sable duty of Colonel FuUarton to expj^ssi in pointed 
language, hi? disapprobation, which he did ; and, more- 
over, persisted in his opinion that the Alcaldes inflicted 
punishment before the unhappy victims were tried. la hi^ 
progress through this dungeon of horror, be observed four 
or five slaves, belonging to Baron Montelambert, stretch- 
ed on their backs on hard boards, in a noxious cell,w]th-^ 
out light or air, their feet mortized in fetters, and in a 
state tantamount to torture^ — ^though proceedings bful not 
gone farther against them than the process verbal. When 
Colonel FuUarton reprobated the conduct of their infer-^ 
nal tormentors present^ one of them (I think Beggorat) 
attempted to justify iiimself and his associates, by say- 
ing, '* there was n& method of extorting the truth from 
such villains except by means of torture.'' After this, the 
executioner, William Payne, came fpn;vard to the Colonel 
witli a singular complaint* He stated that he had only 
be^n paid two joes for flogging, burning, maioiing, guii- 
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-JoteBing^ tortaring^ cutting ears^&e. agreeable to the 
•foUowing list^ which be put into the Golonei's hands^ vh^^ 

iHanged «Dd burned at. 5^ T^i^^and beid«utoff • 1 Mao. 
-fiars dipt off at ditto •- - - - • - £ dittQ. 

£ars dipt and stampt - - - ^ ... 4 ditto. 
. Flqgged under the gallows - - ... .1 ditto. 

Punished at pUlory - - - • - . 1 ditto. 

Xed through- the town and pillored - - - 1 ditto. ' 

Ears dipt in market - - - - - - 1 ditto. - 

l>itto in die jail*^id ' - - - - ... 1 <Jitto. 

Milat£oman,andiQiie negro manflo£;9Bdtbroiig^thet9va 2 dittos . 
.£aiB dipt Q^ in the jaiUyardyof two blade men - 2 ditto. 

-'(Signed) WittiA-M Payki. * 

Colonel Ftrllartori £Lg£n visited the dungeon the sue- 
breeding evening, with the same party, f. e. the iniatnou^ 
alcaldes, and some of the members of tfiat disgraceM 
'body, the cabildoi wheniie declared decisively, that un- 
less a new jailwas agreed for, he would'take it upon 
himself to remfove the prisoners on board a hulk, and 
andhor them in the bay. 

It appears these movements alarmed Qenerd Picton, 
for he waited next mbrhing on the Colonel, and com- 
plained of his attending the meetings -of the cabildo, 
as fte himself liad never done it, 4>tit on e^^lfaordi- 
iiary occasions. He also found i'&vii with the Colo- 
nel's visiting the jail, which> he insinuated, conveyed an 
impression of its being neglected^ and the prisoners 
treated ill during his government. On ^.he first point 
the Colonel answered, that as General Picton bad long 
been acquainted with the local circumstances of the 
island, he might not judge it necessary to attend the 
cabildo, but it was indispensable for the Colonel, by per- 
sonal observations, and transactions^ to enable him to re- 

Dd 



fQTt f^n tbe JHdipirf f riac^djpgii f^f tjiq pplmy ; mA ilmt 
be §bftttld cQirtioiie to aUeftfi rb^ (?^biJda every Mw^isr. 
With regard to the next pointy the Colonel assured the 
GLeaerai it wd9 abaeki^y n^^si^my t^ bare a n^ir jail^ 
arid to arrange the condition of the piteonefs on a better 
footing. ■ With all this, the Colonel expressed how mitch 
he approved of the measure of stating distinctjy, an^ at 
o^^p^ tq himself, aqy circai^st^iifce which ggive Ijioi 4is- 

.You will observo from this, how very s(^^€itou% Q<pe- 
r4 Pipton' was Iq vestraia Colonei Fu^hiFton hom a^nir- 
ing any knowledge-of the local situation of the g6¥«n- 
ment^and of kjpepirig him, i^ ig^vrance of all retrospect: — 
But these things were iM)t to be managed so easily ,-^the 
Co|o«i?} >vasiHH tq J)e dMped iij^tp § hli^ obe^iwc^ of 
jQ^aver^r J?ic^op;% ^^ftc^yal^ ^y^cm^ governing ^ 
^ be cqn\i no\f i^ft^ §A ¥iatty T^efc?^. ^e^^ce '\p, the 
ifOlmy^ b^^ Qlj^^fifv^. ^^^tGefte^; Pjetoo.wasdeediWt 
Ik^I) i^^ civil af vi^ a§ nulijary Witt^?P%i ^vffn th^JugK bfe 
PWder« cpnj^ftpjiy ^j^f^ei^. I^ il^|«W«^ e^^fni^ 
They made many credulous peopj^ Ipejiftvi^ t|^ f^ pflSjf er 
Vf?^ »apif^ i^igl4y.di^^i9giWrtie4 tjw }>riMr^fy*&c.;^bpw- 
Qv^^, Ij^v? i.^ ?|Pt. t;h^ pfifsej^T^t i^ .^^pe^sa^ .J shovU st?^t« 
tri^tjft, ^Ithqug^i they pa^e^s^l^d^i^pr^ tt^em l^^tter. 
T^ p^ly t]^\\ig I find, thaA pierUsi «c^H?e in thi§ w^y, is 
tUe,^ver^l detf|che4 ^x^tiij^ions t-p theneigUljourin^ t^4P» 
litQpy (*€*l^t^d by ^^sjelf) tq c^urry <# cattle frooi th^ 
iaofi^n^ive mhabitat^^y the proc^^^ b^ Ij^s ^ip|died to 
his own emol^n^pt: ^p tl^t, from, ^is own Qonfession, 
we m^y s^f^ly calJl ^m^ ^, ijt^aa^ing Qweo^t 

Nptl^^g has qc^ufr^d worthy of i^otii^ sic^ce th|^ a^«- 
i;u;al of \\ke first (^oja^w^ioncr, till Saitui:day, the J 2th of 
^^i^ru^ry, excepliQeperal, Pictou'3 aUemp* tQt deprive ai^ 
i^ipir^ij^ivie pv#teji;j ^f th^ s^v^^ of ^^g^x^^ pf bif 
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Ikidice^ bfebai^ he pilbUsbed si sin^e adrertisement on? * 
the Subject of a meeting proposed by the first merchant 
in TrMdaiy Mr. Higby, to consider of » proper appHoa^ 
tioti respeettng British kws. The first t^omrni^oner re- 
sist t&is act of Inbulnamiy ih depriving the poor miuK 
of the onXif means of livdihood ; aad mdreespeciaHj^ as 
the advertisea^^t did hot contain any thing that even' 
required censure^ This point wats given;up> but General 
Pictott disgorged bis raacotir fiirioudly i^amst Mr. Rtgby 
and the other merchants^ ibr prefsnimng to hold siidst a 
mWing.; andtherfeforfe they desisted tiil matters were 
more clearly linderstood. 

About nine 6'clock on Saturday the I2th February, 
Mr. Woodyear> the public secretary, called on th* first 
commissioner, who- stated bis objections to the admissioa 
into this colony of iaay Frenchmeawho had been ordered 
diiririg the war oufrof %\a^l^hjcAA^Grenaday Martini^, 
or Guadaioiq)e^snd that he had ioYafiably resisted all 
apf^lieationsfto^ kkat effectyexceptim ttecase of Madaihe 
Ooval, ta wfacmx he gave permission to reimain for a weelc 
to settle some urgent matters^ of proplerty, and that ^he 
hediarriYed thsU; mocning. The first commii^oaier, there- 
fo0e,.ordeFed ifr. Woodyear to infohn Brigadier-General 
PictDtt erf the circmiistance. 

After Mddame Duval had an interview with the first 
connnt$sioner> she waited on the secbnd> who^uted her 
with his accustomed abusive toiiient of Billirt^sgate. 
He ordered her to* i«-im'bark inimediately, and to qiiit 
the colony, committing her at the same tiine to the* 
charge of an alguazil, or constable. About three o'clock 
the algu&zil conducted Madame Duval to the first com- 
missioner, ih cdnsequeftfee of an order she produced, 
signed by bi«ii> wliich gtanted permission to remain on 
^e Island for a: week to settle some familv affairs. The 
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first commissioner released her^ and sent Mr. Burke, his 
secretary, to Mr. Woodyear with the order Brigadier- 
General Pictott had' given the algoazil,. that Mr. Wood-- 
year would see there was something mysterious in the 
proceedings,, either wilfully or otherwise, and desiring 
him to explain the matter immediately to the Brigadier^ 
What passed hetweenthe Brigadier and the Secretary^ 
I have not been able to learn ; however, it is of no con- 
sequence, as the worthies became now closely leagued 
together, to commence hostiliues against the first com- 
missioner, because he would not b€ led into their vile 
measures of oppression. About eight o'clock in the 
evening, while Mrs.Fullarton, Hon. Miss M*Kay, Messrs. 
Hill, Burk, Vint, Christie,^ (gentlemen attached to the 
commissioner), and three Spanish gentlemen, were sitting 
at tea, the Brigadier entered the drawing-room,, and de- 
sired to. speak to Colonel FuUarton, who received hiw, 
\tith his usual politeness, and conducted him to the mi- 
rador, which makes a part of the same room in which the 
company were sitting. On a sudden they were surprised 
at the Brigadier's lofty expressions, at the same time 
striking the rails with violence, he compkiined, in voci- 
ferous and menacing language, of the Colonel's conduct 
in giving Madame Duval permission to stay in tlie colony 
for a week ; and that he (the Brigadier) acted in conse- 
quence of a communication he had with the public Secre- 
tary. If he did act so, it is evident that the Brigadier 
and the Secretary meant thus to dccla»e c^nly against 
the Colonel, and to consider him a mere cypher ; but 
these ends were not to be gained with such ease a^d 
facility as they fbndly imagined ; they were totally igno- 
rant of the firm and decided character they had to deal 
with. It now became obvious that a combination was 
catered into between the Brigadier,/ his adherents, and. 
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tke hypocritical Secretary, intended either to compel the 
Colonel to act as they dictated^ or to degrade and insult him 
openly. Immediately after this boisterous display of the 
Brigadier's talents, the Colonel sent for Mr. Woodyear, 
who refused to attend that evening, probably, until he 
consulted the Brigadier. Next morning, however, he 
attended, when he really appeared in a degrading situa- 
tion, by confessing, in a written declaration, that he had 
misrepresented the case of Madame Duval to' the Briga- 
die. On Monday Mrs. Fullarton received the following 
note from the Brigadier: 

" Brigadier-General Picton /tope& Mrs, Fullarton will 
do him the justice of believing that nothing could befur^ 
therfroni his intention than offering her any offeneCy by 
the high tone of voice he employed the other evening. 
When he began the discussion^ he entirely ceased to recollect 
that Mrs. Fullarton and (he family were within hearing. 
He trusts he shall never have the misfortune of incurring 
a^ similar suspicion. 

Port of Spain, 
\4,th February, 1S03. 

In the beginning of civilization ; I mean, when men 
began to emerge from ignorance, barbarity, and super- 
stition, they gradually devised and framed laws (or more 
jTToperly speaking) rules^ of politeness and civility, with 
the sole view of rendering themselves more agreeable to 
one another, and by that means cement and strengthen 
the bonds of friendly, social, and neighbourly intercourse 
in society. Strictly adhering to these rules,, nothing 
characterizes a man so much, or makes him more amiable 
in the eyes of the world, than a virtuous, polished, re- 
fined, and agreeable deportment of manner and beha- 
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vknt, more especially, if be happenaio be » man of, 
power and eonseqeencc :-^aiid certaio-ly politefie$s> good 
aecicms,, together with bumaDity and beilevokaice, nevcu 
fail of ^E^iDg o«^ a di^tiddgiUsh^d lepiiMiatioh aoKiong^ 
manfckidi, in spite of the shafts of calumny ^ for polh^-r 
neis not cfflJy gains the heart, but adds infinijbe lustre tcr, 
the possessor, whatever ranak or denomioaiion he nut/, 
bead* in life. 

Oh the other bandelet a, nian beevfer ao^ powerful,, 
rich, learned, and handsome, without politeness (I mean 
not the politeness common to fops and puppies), to his 
superiors, equals, and inferiors, he never will be esteemed, 
loyed> or sOu^t after in society, and\ with the generality 
of nrnnkind be will ever bedespisekl; therefore, a« this 
accoHipHabment ii so very re4uisite to every person>, 
how contemptible, and truly de&pieaJale must a> man ap^ . 
pe^r in the degraded light Governor Picton did in this^ 
instance before these ladies. But politeness k with hina. 
an annee^ssary ineunibrahce, and instead of steikxg so asv 
to gain esteem and affection, he has studied to rendei! 
himself execrable and obnoxious, by bis haughtiness, 
imperiousness, vain deportment, ill-natur^ and malice«> 
Picton takes great delight in being the diabolical instru- 
ment of forming, breeding, creating, aad cementing dis- 
putes> discords, and dissentions among those under hi* 
command,* — ^he enjoys^ abbve all things, being instru 
mental in di^utbing the peace and ti^anquillity of those 
who do not approve of his cruelties,: — ^he glwies in ra- 
pine, plunder, and oppression, and piques himself on his 
tyranny and power over those who have the misfortune 
of being placed under his influefice and power,— he is 
slanderous and deceitful in a siqperlative degrse, over^ 
bearing, proud, vain, and ambitibus, — hfe has> in all inr 
stances, rendered himself disagreeable and disgusting in 
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li)$ ^sacotion ef his office; and^ ft>r six jrears past^ coi& 
^iciered Trmidad a forest^ and its iidiaktUitits bis game^^-rt. 
^1 sh<^^ Picton is a dedared&>e to. virtue^ jus dso tb 
j&fery aecontplii^iBDiit thai oaa tender a maa tanlj 
amiable and desiiabie to aocie^,^^ ^oA him dtspised^^ 
diiominated^ baled^ ashd detested by ererj iodepeadcnt 
man ia the colony. 

Havnig thus dissected him^ what a dt^Eerence thei« h 
between \m cbar«cter aad thai iof ike vir tuous^ and aos. 
^o«)plished gentlemaa who is placed at the h^d of tbft 
Cc^nn^tfision} who is^ inde^d^esteeoied^loved^and caress^ 
ed by all who have the happiness of his firiendfiii^ and 
acquaintance. Colonel Ftdkrlon was^ received^ on hit 
arrival^ with heartfeH joy and open an(as> and contifttxed 
to be the idol of evei^ honest mat)> because he endears 
himself Co all ranks and denoaufiatrana of persons, by his 
politenes&>alteiDktiQ&> affabiUty^.good'^11^ and dssmt^est^ 
,edness^r-rbe> instead of opf>res$kig> does all in his power 
to diffu&e.liiappinfess> and deligl^ in doing good and viK 
tuous actions worthy of die b^n^nSov^^ignof ltritotVi>-^ 
whenever, he appears abroad, the hearts of dxse who 
had been formerly opp]rG88ed> exult with unfsigned joy, 
and the soft ti^r of gladness rolls down cheir glowing 
cheeks,— ^they blesa their Sovereign fior bis beneficence m 
givjng ihem thi& exalted man to govei-n the distracted 
Colony > — ^he is generous and hberal, land, aiFectionate^ 
and friendly, faithful to his engagements, promises, and 
appointments, — ^he is also a man, of honor and integrity, — 
arid, in shojjt, is possessed of every requisite and engage 
ing qualification ll^at cun give a man a virtuous and dig- 
nified character. * 
How different is Colonel Fullaiton from the Ejsj* 
GoveiTjoi- Picton ! — While the latter is detested by all, 
^cept his panders, the former is loved, esteemed, caress^ 
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' «d, admired^ spoken well of hy all, and dear to all except 
^e panders of the latter. Bat what inestimable titles!--^ 
Wkat glorious namesJ — How worthy and deserviag 
xnust Colonel Fullarton appear to the world !-*-And how 
amiahle must he really be to merit such a shining charac<- 
ter! — How miserable and oontempUble General Pictoa 
appears, when compared to Colonel FuUartoni — ^And 
what a gWrious victo^. virtue obtains here over tyranny 
and brutality 1^-How this pictuiie ought to spur and insti* 
gate us to ^ct justly and disinterestedly, and, in a word, 
to study the paths of virtue, pcditeness, and every other 
accomi^ishment.and qualification that can give a man 
self-conscientious satisfaction, and make him universally 
cherished and respected by his fellow^reatures. 
, When a man acts the part of BJezzar in all instances 
in governing a considerable portion of free people, be* 
sides creating himself a great number of enemies, how 
itficomfojiable and uneasy be naust perpetually appear in 
his own eyes? — He mcfiit^be inwardly tormented, for 
^lere a monitor is placed that cannot be silenced. In 
this statey life is not woi^th lenjojfing, if torments are con- 
stantly gnawing him withiq, and the finger of scorn is 
for ever pointing at him when he walks abroad, he lives 
only to be execrated by himself and others, which seU 
dom or never fails to be the case, when one acts contrary 
to the statutes of GU>d, as well as those established by 
man. 

Picton is hated by all, and loved by none! — What a 
terrible and afflicting idea this must be to him, if be is 
possessed of any feeling or sepsibilityl — How torluring 
must his situation be to himself, if he reflects but for a 
moment on the opinion the world entertains of him! — 
A man like Picton, possessed of power, with such a cha- 
racter, might maintain himself for a short time, by fraud. 



liKssitiiiililtiim>MalMi deeeft^ in Ite good gtMil ^ Hek H 
mun as Cmkn^odifi^ Hood, hOX I affi!»tt> ^Mift il » utt^ly 
iiki^ossible te eimld lottg ^tijoff ^ ic<^ik»k <^-my 
llli^ ^f itoni9e» p€3Mi<fttid^^ ^^l^ection ; |bi&i<^ffel<e yo* 
ii)»ed )abt wciiider at his iili%i«»Ue ^ncl^ lowatdk 
Colottd FtiHdkloti 0^ this oe^aii^. ' 

> On Mo»i«b!f> the l4tih of F€ftmial7> a ^piddil t^nmlk 
%a8 fai(M> wheb th^ Bri^di^r ^tw^ ff pdssiM^^ ^drfe 
^ic^^y efiraged. Goton^^ Tidl^urtoa .^bniitted tbb 
^ISe Of th^ ^rkon^ aoS ¥tet ^ list Jiie iiecei>t^ fir^ 
#i)lkte Payike> the ex^ctttion^. Oh 4iis readihj^ i\mk 
^ptvp^^^ Ao liMsitib^rs ^ai'fie^Iy and ui^n^titto^Iy arged H 
'^i^cobeiliatiott^. €olotid FtiUartaa assieat^^ i^thier tbMi 
neirpoeiife hitosdif ^t^lajurkrtKT -im{mt6itio)^ of ^ uardl^t- 
iag ehkFttcteir^ if 4]f^ t^ktdi 4;txe ^tied im^<MluoSi4es of 
iho eoaacily whidi ih^ i(^d w^ urged lor ^ wdfei^ 
t^ the o^td^y ; and a irecomi}idli<6^ therdbto took i^aie^. 
•Bat 16 shetr yoa &e dia1>oIk»!d manoeuvres of HiO party, 
^ is ^fteOi^MMii^ 10 stttce^ that Mr. \S^W\% clerit tk the <x>uii- 
<^tl^ iteiAro;^^ all the ^»^ ^t^euted hy t}]!e €btbhd 
noil -ihfe subject of this rtio§t4isgraeeiul business. - Vfeiy 
^ttOnaliely for ^ eau9e> the papers lf(reiie sigaed bl du- 
plicate^ ^onsequeady w^re l^resenred frotti the <!ierotoriDg 
grasp ^f ^e msffignaht par^taas ^^de^poti^; 

Althottglh the first ^^xOt i»eeond ^mttutobheit i^tme 
'lha» recoineiled^ it became a matted 6f tieces^y^ for tb^ 
^uUic HerViee^ to naspend -Mr. Woodyeiir fircym ekeeutiag 
any futtetl<ms cohneettd with ihe office of public seore- 
tdy to fte commissidtt. • Aceoititogly, the first oommiii* 
sioaer made a motion to %hat efibet dh the lllb> a]%er 
depleting the cause trhkb IM to ^fe iifecei^jtjr of this 
-neasfffe^ nwiiefy, mis-ita^^mint^ omiiraioh, dr neglect 4£ 
public duty on the part of Mr. Woodyear, on a ^bjeet 
oi i^mi^ixiSMtj^ UxA liiitteifially "aifeeU^h^t oaStf the 
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f 

Jfe^ J^,^}^|r fb9ftlAfc^<W^WW€A^W^\Ue,.pie^ur€ of 
General Picton oppoa^j J^,^g[^iw;ini^5^y fttrong terras, 

^fpwWBJiji W4 fWw,.«n§mw§rvi^dieo3?rig|adifii^^ 
4(^0R^^^limQ^^ fdid,^QW^Y^J5 (H^iJb kfi was wdined 

.WIfe]3^iiflAs*9 A^:8bPj'; f4«ft^ tbe;\^l^P^r^l|J:rag(B o£- 
ife^. tjqjlw#?^f, ,ii^|J^ %5S J>f the p©loi^,.^y the Briga- 
i^ifih)/^ ^f^0^1^^^}\>\^f9^jh^^y^^^^ his owa 

.sfeWf^H«5i %3i'^efit^««^<»aQfiiatioPj( feut«p«Q»4he plea 
^9jr«ipattyibrpttgbt fQ?»r^i; by the Brig^i^,. i^nely^ 
4hat J4f t 'WiH>^y^^ h^ ?*9<hi^^ the ccwpa^j^icat^Pi «^ 
iiit^qf^-jiff Q^loncl Fu^r^^on the sujl^ept oi; Mj^atne 
.^Taljt^ilh^r^fore ,iv bfiPfffifti^^cesg^ji, if BrigJKlije^ 
^(^^^r§l^P^(o9'& pqi^uQ^ ^g^ excusab^ pn the groimd 
•^f:MFYW9fl^)^J^s/jM^lju^^ B^i^tof d^,Jy, h^ sho^Jd be 
held publi^jf^B^f>^i^^/fH iU^ ifnpr<)(prj^ty on t)ie paift 

•g^Pjj€*R«Rf^fi^t^}ifi^^»%[^^ inflexiltleji^.tegritj^, 
.Faf,:aWS4?»^'ibi^<^Wf^^^ r€|^titiofv.f^:;the yupturc 
T§PSi^P§.+M:1?9fttm«^iiti? rBpjgadief gog^ig^ni^aied^ 

sary to add> tnat from the^jgode in which the affair of 
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. Madame Dhuvil ii^aS icm'^iicted <)n^&^ 
dier arid' SK-. Woodyekr/Cdbnia 'FultehJh'^Aifea'lt' 
essenfiaf for the ptWic'servrce, thdt'a d^irtitigji MIM^^ 
Should be produAd of all the crimihal ptO(?eedii4|s^^?ctp 
^ad taken ^Ikije ^c^e the cdiqiiest <rfii?he^isfej!]^'i|i^rf^^' 
hg, in a list; ^eiyihdividnal of wfiiji.te\^r-c^tfti?f,%o^' 
lour, or cdndl^otiyWho had^lieenimptrscmed^HJ^tii^i^df 
fettered; flogged; toutilated^^tbrtnred to cfXtofl c^iSfe^ionV 
Iranged/burnty or otherwise punished; with' the tl^tes of 
fheir respectiTe comrfahnrents/^ils; sentetttes; pe^^ 
of their confinement, punishments, and of all those who^ 
Jiad died*in prison, in order that he might know the indi- 
viduals who had incurred the Brigadier's displeasure, 
and the grounds on which they were considered as dan- 
gerous to the Settlement. Tliis list was arranged so dis- 
tinctly, formally, and in such specific terms, that it paralis- 
^d the minds of the junto, who, with their chief, were in 
full possession of the military power, and were determin- 
ed to render Colonel FuUarton's situation at the head of 
the civil government, at once contemptible and inefficient; 
and therefore the list thus moved for, was to check the 
violence with which the Brigadier seemed determined 
to overcome him. 

You must know. Sir, that by his Majesty's instruc- 
tions, the' Colonel was precluded either from returning 
to Europe; or, in the capacity of first commissioner, of 
making use of those ordinary means (between gentlemen) 
of repressing the outrage with which he was assailed , 
therefore his own energies were the only means left to 
rescue him from circumstances so degrading. The se- 
quel justified the conduct of the Colonel : for this deci- 
sive measure alarmed them, and gave a turn to their mis- 
taken views of the man, whom they considered so hum- 
ble and flaild in bis ttu^per. Hence they foolishly 



il^»^^l %fi if th^ Brigadier kk lops^ tbeiffioji of hur 
opposite c|n$J^<^tion of violence and oa^rage^ th^ Colo«< 
n^ wo^Id be forced to sanction an4 contdane ^e, am 
^ipai:^ system of terror and 9^Y^iy, cruelty, and hop» 
ror, witbwt an^r reg^d beii^g paid V> the formsk q( Spaw 
nlsj|;i or c^f Eoglish law- Matters stood i^ this- ^tvatio^ 
ix^ep l^euteoaat-General GrinfieMj^ ^nd t^e third coion 
mi^ioAer, Cciquxiodore Hood, arrived : but in the iatenmn 
I shall take the liberty of closing this letter, ^hich th^ 
impoj^tiince of the subject pp^. ^t^ djiipfasi^ess unavoid* 
»bk, 
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&€ii^ at the Mofc-^Iiifiutenant'General Grinfield and 
Commodore HQod received with Military, Honorsr^ 
The, J^kwardness of the Troops, and the Embarrass^ 
meat of Brig^qdier^Oeneral Picton — The Commodore 
prejudiced against the First Cofmmmoner — HisDream^ 
and Condiici unaccountable — Military Aid denied the 
Civil Power^Colonel Fullarton's Statement to the 
ComtmstiQn^i^^Brigadier''General Picton's Determir^ 
nation to persist in forcing Colonel Fullarton to concur 
in mnguinary Measures-^The Commodore's Conduct 
on this Occasion — I'he Brigadie/s Intention to destroy ^^ 
4he Criminal Recortb, but frwtrated by Colonel FuU 
larton, who gains possession of them — Proceedings on 
this Occasion-^Cohnd FnUt^rton embarks on Board 
ih^ Sl(;i^ner Starts, 4c« 



•DEAR SER, 

On the Md uhiino> I went to the Mole 
to see lieutenant-General Grinfield and Coi;nmodore 
Hood land^ where I found the Brigadier surrounded by 
a poss^ c^his adherents^ who^ I suspected^ were displeased 
at theColoneFs conduct in going on board to congratulate 
tkem wk their arrival. In thia I was eonfinaed when they 
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landed^ for the Brigadier thus ironically insulted Sir 
^8mes Bontein^ who attended the Colonel on board: — 
*'' / hope your Excellency has arrived in good health ; I 
beg leave to congratulate you on your landing safely in 
Trinidad !" Sir James expressed his suqirise at this ad- 
dress ; when the^Brigadier aH8WfH:'ed, that he understood 
Sir James had heen appointed a commissioner; and 
after a display of his habitual abuse^ he charged the 
Colonel with having sinister views in visiting General 
Grinfield and the Commodore. Sir James asserted posi- 
tively that not a single word had been used on board 
respecting any business; but still the outrageotjs Briga- 
dier defied him, as a gentleman, to uphold his position. 
To complete this scene, the discarded Secretary stept 
forward to assure Sir James that he would not 'apply to 
him to be reinstated. From the Mole, I followed the 
Commander-in-Chief and his retinue, &c. to the plate 
where* they were received by the Brigadier and the gscr- 
rison with military honors. But although I was muth 
surprised before at what I heard,! was now particulaily 
so at what I saw. The common ceremony of present- 
ing arms was iH performed, and, instead oF' going 
through their ceremonial evolutions with precision, they 
bore an assimilation to the untutored militia of Nova 
Scotia, which must have convinced Lieutenant-Generai 
Grinfield tliat they had been much neglected. The 
Brigadier gave a word of command, which J^p ^J^E* 
obeyed by reversing it ; some faced one way, and some 
another. The Gieneral, with an angry countenance, said 
. something, and the Brigadier seemed extremely iembar- 
rasscd, which was, in all probability, heightened by. the 
loud peals of laughter from the adjacent gallaries, indi- 
cating either pi ty or contempt. The Brigadier, however, 
soon recovered himself by riding up and down th« yanks 
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4lm^og tbe bfiTcer& Some days after^ I went to see 
Ihem all reviewed, and beiag close to General Grinfieldi,^ 

I heiard him exclaim:—^' JD— ^ wy h di these troops 

0fe a di^nicc to the service^ — ram recruits tvouid have 
4Qne it bett&!" Independent of these particulars, the 
General constantly shewed his displeasure on the parade^ 
>y reprobating vociferously their neglected state of dis- 
cipline, 

; ,It Js positively asserted that the sanguinary party^ 
^when they foundj they could not corrupt the Colonel's 
integrity, nor hend his mind to relish human sacrifices, 
assailed die Ckxmmddore, ^hilst he remained at Bar- 
iadoes, with ^cb misrepresentations, as would at any 
lime lead a puerile mind astray. The grand ot^ect they 
mshed to, attain, was to separate the first and third ccmh!- 
mifiisioners, by interrupting the cordiality that subsisted 
.between them^ wtiieh would ultimately rescind the com- 
asiission, and thereby vest the whole power again in the 
iiands of the; Brigadier, That the Commodore's mind 
^was strongly tinctured with the poison which had been 
•Administered, became visible by the influence it had i^ 
-3?egulating his subsequent cond uct. Having dreamt tliat 
•the *first commissioner and himself had been sent to 
Trinidad to screen, or to adopt the measures of the for- 
mer Goveraor, who acted the bloody Moloch, and de- 
lighted in human sacrifice,-— an oppressive and ar"bitrary 
tyrant, blind to the channs of virhie,-.-deaf to th^ com- 
:plaints of truth, — drank without remorse the tear of the 
tafflicted, — and invariably poisoned the cupof distress to 
embitter the draught: — it was, therefore, under the in- 
fluence pf this dream that he conceived Colonel Fullar- 
toh's conduct improper, who, being in the confidence of 
. Goverunient, ought not to pry into the former turpitude 
of the Brigadier, .or bring forward any charges agaia&t 
him* 



t94 TRAVEM m TimriBiW. [Let, lA 

The eottduet of the Commoddre tnm his £ttt Btritd^ 
is altogether uoaceoiintabie^ though i^pj^areiitiy civil, aoA 
snelitied to keep ob intiamte habits mth Colonel FilHm> 
ton's family^ yet on all mattera of buliness, he dispiayi^ 
ft rudeness that faetrayed di^atisfiEK^on, wUle th^ O^o^ 
Bd onutted no one mark of cordiality and attentioft. 

Before the Commodore arriTed> Colonel f^ilittfton^ 
anxious to make arrangements for the accommodatnm 
of fats fttmily^ hired the hest house that was to be found 
an the town for that purpose: it is not only ooaonodioiis, 
but very pleasantly situated, having a fine view of the 
Gn^ of Pana, and the shipping* The first day he took 
possession of it, the Colonel sent Mr. Vint, a yonng ^nen^ 
tleman belonging to the Seoietary's offioe^ to inquire if 
there was any thing the Commodore wanted, in whtch 
he or his people could assist. ^ Instoid oi evineso^ any 
aattsfitt^tion at the paii» bestowed to taike his situaliQift 
«s t^mfortable as possible, he inveighed against his boose 
being hired witboat consulting htm, a&d dedarcd hfe 
would not sanction the proceeding. Ihis circumfstanee 
p-oves that he was eithar destitute of the cbmmon mlea 
t^ politeness, or was prejudiced agoinat Colonel Fntiaiu 
ion. I suspect the latter, though totaUy ignorant of the 
Commodore s qualification ''^. 

Colonel FuUarton, in order to counteract the Bd^- 
gadiers scheme, was determined not to give him 
^tn opportunity of introducing alienalaon, therefore, 
resolved to agree to every arrangement, that might 
be proposed by the Commtodore, when at the same 



♦ Before Colonel Fdlarton arrived, Brigadier-General Pictoo pro* 
vided the very worst, house in Port of Sf^am for hb reoepition. tt 
^as situated in die itiost ui&ealthy mui^tiOD, and had a wotm a|^ 
pearance than the Bastille, ia which I was afterwards coofiaed* 



time at the Sfprft^r/? pflScCj that secret meetings. were 
held atth^ Brigadier's house j where the CommoHore 
went to consult previoiid to the Colonel's joining the 
commipion. 

In thisst^ge of these discordant proceedings^ it may 
hot be unnecessary to record two instances that hav^ oc- 
^curred in -denying the civil power the aid of the mili- 
tary, by orders of the Brigadier. The first was on the 
1 7.th of last mclnth . Between the houts of tcfh add eleven 
o'clock p. m. the patrole of alguazils seized a negro* 
slave in the sentineUbox, on the Mole, sleeping on the 
knapsack, blanket, and great-coat of a soldier of the 37th 
regiment. They also stopt at the same place, three meii 
in sailor's jackets, who appeared to be guarding a canoe ; 
i>ut as the patrole was already encumbered with the ne- 
gro and his baggagej M. Moitez, the deputy alguazil 
mayor, applied to the guard at the Fort (there was no ' 
centinel at the Mole), for assistance, and was refused ; 
therefore the sailors of course were allowed to escape. 
Mr. Adderley reported this transaction the following 
day, in a letter addressed to the first commissioner. The 
next instance is Reported by J. R. Smith, Esq. in a letter 
on or about the 10th Inst, likewise addressed to. the first 
commissioner. Mr. Smith is an Alcalde de Barrio, a 
a justice of the street; and it appears he Was refused mili«f 
^ary aid^ by an officer of the 37 th regiment then on duty, 
to arrest some sailors who were attempting to break open 
A store. The Brigadier was absent at the time, having 
accompanied General Grinfield Xjqf CfiaguaramoSj but^ 
before he went away, he had directed that no military 
!4iid should be granted, unless by an order from himself. 

On the 12th Inst. Colonel FuUarton took an oppor- 
tunity of stating to the comniissioners, " that he had 
jearned the cabildo had^ in the course of the preceding 



ofDnnging forward a reiiibnstrahcecontfemifig hikis^f. 
'l^at he liiid f€Ti uliis diitylt'o attendtke wfeiekfy ^eetin^s 
of the cabildo every Monday, and whenever U''^^ tf^- 
cessary would Continue his isfttendance/* (fe'^'J^dnday 
last 1ie proposed' to the nleetiiig a nttimber of 'duiriei, 
the avowed object oif whith was, to rcmbve1iii|)re^si!Di6 
iridustrioiisly circulatedi and ' to ascertaiti ^h6^ -^ -the 
cabildo, and the judicial' authorities of the IsVdhd^ ton- 
curred with him in the first principfes, on which the 
security- of' persons must depeild in civilfzed society. . 

^^ He had the satisfaction to find that the'niembers of 
*the cabildo verbally and unanimously answered th0 
queries, which concurred with his own opinion,- e:^cept oh 
two points, on which they promised an opinion in detail* 
'^^ Having received a written document froni, thef cabildo. 
In which some of the answers are expressed in different 
terms from what he before understood them. Be therefore 
laid before the commission that paper, with the queries 
to which it refers * 

The Colonel then moved that these papers be' entered 
on the minutes of the council, and transmitted to JB/ig- 
7flwrf, with such further information as ipight occur, to en- 
*able his Majesty's ministers tp pronounce upon the merits 
"of the case. 

* - Tlie Colonel also produced a copy of a letteir he liad 
written to the attorney-general, G]oster,'an5.that gea- 
tleaian*s answer, in order that both should *be entered 
bn the minutes ot ihe council, so that the Brigadier 
mi^ht avail himself of the full oenefit of Gloste^rVopinioa, 
laRen by his 'desire, with a view that If the subject shall 
appear to Jjovd Hob^irt in the same light so expressed by 
Gloster, his Lordship uiay Tje pleased tti direct the terms 
in wKichColonel Fullarton should apologise to"brigadier 
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st;at€ijieat oftne jiidiciul procccdib^Sj as well as for a list, 
o£persba&who liaJ . iiiVi i^ il ihc |jun]shmeriU|n^ifified in 
a papef put. fnto h\& brnds by il^j: executioner/ * j 

L>olonel InillartAn hrts been accused of arrqg^ ting and 
usurping tp bi^i rif |.i^., .-s which belong oul^-J:o. the 
three coinmission< 1=. cullcctively, llh having viiiled tliCr 
prison with. the member» of the cabildo^ and the prope^ 
officers, riAs been adduced iix proof of tills accusation, 
although one of the cot nmUnio tiers was absent on service; 
the other had been loiiu ^crri:. anted with cvcrv local cir- 
cumstance;' and tlio vS[)aLiisb laws req^iired that the pri- 
sons slupuld i>e vis i Lai c^t^r^' week^ or at least freqaeiitly, 
by those who execute the duties or ErovernDienl, 

Cologel Fullartou has.furthri 1 c ■! accused pf in ter- 

ferin^ with the al^.adesj or ju^gci and couiDiandants of 

quarters. \st. IV .-^i^i-.^ h^- i-ifrnified to the provosl-mar* 
■*" i'^niiif. .' - ■ ^-'■. J'' •* ^\ t ' . n ■>"^ 

tial, jbat^by .toe U . nd^ tlie regulations, of thb 

Island, e^scept in somt;: in&taiice^j vJi.ie it Iva^ beeti helcl 
suflScie^t to send tLiC chare^ witli^n twcnty-^bui; haiirs^ 
an.d,.as he cpnceiv-iSj by the Jaw oi; God and Nature^^it k. 
recj.ui¥ed4 that^vhi ii ;i: y tadivitUml is .sent Jo prisoHj a 
specification- pf th <m ' ' u lU at : ! j c := ^i m e 1 1 i^e , be 

tri^Lnsmitted, as the v.nin.ia 01 rom(JiUnicnu*.j 2^- Hcr* 

^- • - •• i" V. jjj.'^ ^"'^ -.1 " '^T" v.'T ir ' I J 

cause he also stated to the movost-martial. that when 

' ''»• 1 •'. •" ■ • //. ' Ti't ; . . '. ".V : .".V 

pri^oner^ were confined in the iajl, without anjr spccjfica- 

^ Spanish Aa,*&c. The jailor must keep a book, in which he 
must enter tte names of the prisoners, of those 'who ordered them 
to be -taken up, of those who executed t|)e or4er, %hc ca^ise, and the 
day; he roi^- give an account of the same to the judge ; nor trust 
th^ k/^Y^ot. the prison tp Indians or Negroes, upder the penalty, of * 
corporeal punishment, or of makipg good the daniage, by h^ pmpQ^ 
or goods* 

Recopxla^cioh de Lets be lN0iA3,Xaw <;th,Tit. 6th. Book 7th. 
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lion of an offence, and without a^y accusation brought 
forwjurd against them, there yvas not any i^w \d England, 
nor in this Colony which, in l)is opii^ion^ could justify 
their detention, psp.ecially in a prison so iqi^dequate ^nd 
noxiotis ; — that to be cpniined in it, is a severe punish? 
ment for any ordinary delinquer^y. 3d. Because hq 
had merely directed that, whenever any slave or per- 
86n was committed to prison, the fact shoul4 be ^reported- 
t6 him as a member of th^ government, although by 
the Spanish law in this Island^ ho indivictual could be 
committed io prison q.t all^' except by an order from the 
persons ex^rcisiijg the ppwers pf government/ 
' it has lilcevvise been impjit^d to Colonel Fullarton, as 
he conceives, m very, unbecoming terms, in a letter' 
addressed to flie ccjmmissiohers by the commandant of 
a' quarter. Monsieur Noel, that the people of colour are 
ej^clt^ to insurrection, because a mulatto, named Du- 
rand/who had beei> sen1; to prison on the 4tb cif Febru-* 
ary, without any specificatibh of a' crime^ was relea^d on 
the 8th*. It appears that Mr? Noel, or tiis assistant, 
Mr. Colzier, sent a letter datM the 6th, which was re- 
ceived upbn the 7th^ explaining that Mr. IVbel had hot 
sent the spejpification of a crioiip along with the prisoner; ' 
Colonel yull^rton, however, had not read that letter, 
which was' written unintelli^ijily, or irj a bad hahd. ' ' 

The other coramissiorieis objected yesterday to Colo-i 
ne] f ullarton's suggestion of his writing any letter to the 
eommandiant of a quarter, or trenching oh the collective 

♦ The order of En, Noel, Comipandant oiCarenage^ for imprison- * 
ing Dijrand, a mulatto, without any crime being specified. 

II est ordonne a V Alguazil Pierre Guard de condidre a la CeoUf te * 
Muldttre Duf'and^pour y rester jusqt^ a nottvel ordre. 

;. • (S^gn^d) JEn. NoEf, 

Commandant. 
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pdwei^ of tlie cotnnpLissiohers. ^? Although he by no means 
adinits th^ pq^itioii^ that he 'is precluded from fcorres- 
pondinj^ with aijy person, Except in his collective capa- 
city as a commissioner^ yet be has abstamed at present 



from conrespNonding ,Mrith.Mr. Noel. 

^^. As for as aepen^s oa him.'he is also desirbus of ab- 




the coimcif, has pf late been ^conducted.' It can biily 
ten3'to degrade tlfe'*estimati6nM3f the comniissiotied/ 
c^nd to interrupt all the important objects for which die 
commissipn was ^apppirxted. ^ 

r' He feels It inquinberit upon iiirn to prepare mateViafe 
i9r a report, and to yiew m person qiiferent positions on* 
the island.' Tnqse duties will prevent him frotn a i'e§\jiar' 
attendance oni't^e daily mee of the comml§si6ri,' 

;a(ia on meVe^^l^ly meetings pf the council. " ' ^ 

^' ^^ As often as tie m?iy thus be absent; the other comittig-' 
/Bloners,wiTTj^"6jr course^ pierforih the daily duties 6iPtt[6' 
jComiiiission. ,He tirusts, in theii: ekertibns, they will fee 
ihore successfuTftiah he could hope to be undet existing 
circumstances, ^ , . .. 

A^ At tlie.s4n:ie^M^>l^<^w4l attend to the current pro- 
^eding&jOf 4be J^oard; hejjwrjj^ Jbe ready to. express his., 
sCIriiInel:|t8b^l6¥6q6I^ft^ieIliM<>pca§ip^4 and to brin^ior-^ 
Wftlld €V«Fy «ug^^Qn. whidv fceh eoiM^mvfis ^«^enti^l tp 




i^j^x an apology .ought to be made ^by the commissioners 
to .G«ifertl Griirfi^jdka«iCommiaijd^-irx-cbief, for having 
lilted to Tfequftsbthat he should, ifice; the militia corps 
imderarms. Bttt in the^ present state of : the rexecutiva- 
auty in this Islattd;>it feardiy seebis practicable 4hat thyec • 
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larton shall take the liberty, in his irtdividtial capacity, 

Qt apoloffiziocr to General Gnpneld tOr^tbe omission irf 

"■ v\ 1^,' - '' '• ' -f'- ••■-» oil'v/ ,•• '..aihkimitanit '^"v.^^i 
question. r y * • r 

tieut^nattt-General Gnqneld sailea on Snnaav, the 

l^X\k Instant; but during the time he temamed, affairs 

w<?r^ (;<;^>^ijcte4 on a IPQting of apparent ciYnity,%pugi\ 

\yitU obvious distance and restraint^ on the partbr ttiQ 

Bnead;ier> who never failed to. briniL forward points of 

On the I7th Instant, BriffadierrGencrd Picton reaa 
i|:)^Q0iuX9U a minut^, settrngrprth, hisdeJerminaUpi\ to 
persist in forcing Colonel Fiillarton eitrver to concur ia 
Stlil^port^ng the sanguinary system as, hjeretofof e exercised, 
or otherwise to suffer such insqlence, cajuniny, and out- 
rage, as he vainly expected would overwhelm him. Tins 
out^^geous minute revives the affair of Haaame D.uy^J/ 
lyt^m. in his abjisive insolence, fee ^jg '*'''•*" 




, * A s^eetmen ofPictpffs bpjiorahle principUf! — A Spanish gende- 
inan having sold his plantation, to Colonel KciboV^ter deceiving the 
first' instalment, was to be paM the rennfeSfet livfiitu^e specified 
peridd^ lriC0^AtkiQSr<AikM^i^stti^^(3l^ 
\^ith the Governor, thct^Spftind jfjoisikmvkik^haf^vam* mad^ a jyuw 
chase of anKher plaim^pp^. whi^ sailed .^fa botfieri from ^^^^ 
man of colour, and setded to p^,him th$ .ipoiu^y wben h^ -should 
re<;eiye <;|ie price of his fomaei- plantjaton sold,to,Cplonel Hcton. 
When this became d^e, ti\e finish gendeman waited on the Gover- 
uor to reniind him of the transaction, who imihediately^ferredhw 
creditor to another person, utridi whom Colboel Piotofi had«eM0r»il 
into some partnership rekti^ to the beforedbelttsaDed ettat^ ThJa 
person, when applied to by the Spanish g^iirffemaa as directed* posi- 
tivdy jxfiiasil :tQ ' adyatucf one &itbiDg) sayiogy he had abeady laid 



anil iieciafecf ^dfc'^'^a^t^. ^wb* affidavits tvfere also sM^ 
iiiitt^a'alohg^itW'd o^fe from '^t¥. W60(t 

yedr,ftie cfiscafde^ secY€tkYJ^t^keMAhepeijur^^ 
and tlie other fioin'his servant in' cottfirniatiofn. 

ColbdeT%lkrtoh'order^^^ of thi^ couhdl to 

Jnirnish hYm wlfti'a dopy iF'ttie'tengadifef^s iliifiute^ tb^t 
liennigfey answer'it as^ it d<^sei'ved. Wtl^n th^' fcbtiticft 
broke'up/iie'fcfetidhea *i({ Mi^.'Ada^rl^y; and^€"othe'r 
gehfleiheh corfiiegted \vim iKe cbmmission/ihlit afl res- 
traints afnd objections' to receiving information Viciioifget 
existed. Accoi?dihglyj, oppressive complaints mrvV(^d iiii 
From^ all directions; and two gentlemehVUho'liaf^^'fteeA 
bre^ To'th6 ptofession of^the laW in Er^g/arfdy Wefe' h{)i 
'pointed to'iake ' infonhation in legal fiDrms^ a^sl'^t^ iyf 
Mr. vargas,/a§ assessor, being a Spanish' lawyer of expe- 
neiiiceancl knowledge. *\ " *' - • * ^ *. 

* • •.. .' '"J (h 1-\ . ■.. . ',/ .. . .' ■ . '^.'i : 

pap ^ ,&^ 4^;<^. i9^0][ie; oft^^ tlie ^bntacipti} with^v^ h?^f^'9^ r^ceked 
a shilling from his partner, thp Qovernor. In the nie^ flnje, the 
man of colour becanj§ so pressing for the price of his ,|)laDtatioa 
which the Spaniard had purchased, that he was un^er the necessity 
Of ag^il'ap(>iyit{^to'ColoiielKti6b, and stating, Aat^ his^ xtteBiicfr 
wotdd not h^tfeipatience any Ibri^r, and that he had no ineans. of 
sfttisfyiBghif deiHtfidauuilihe should himself be payed by the Go- 
vernor. Colonel PictoQ then aslce4 ilk« name of this man ,of{ colour ; 
and -when informed, immediately exolaipaed, " Lhio<w htm <weil; be 
is a rascal! if he puts you any further trovibU^ send htm to mey-and I 
QvUI Banish him from the colony as a traitor or brigand'^ TFi^ result 
of this trtmsacdon is stated toliavel>een,'that^ both the Spanish gen- 
lleman and the irian of tbiour dI^'>^}thWnt'havmg recdved tSie pri^ 
of thteir plaBteitiOns ; and thfet, ^ifter-^eJ firSft instahn^^; Colondl (Pit- 
ton never paid {» ^Kng for. die £rat «stdte he acquired in fri^iduij 

Somuchforhopdrabkprfjwiflt*! : .v . v • ; . ::\ iyj)!. •{>; 
Vide Colonpl Pidlarton's Answer, }q iC^Jtonel^'yip tjOi^'a. Pappblet, 
p. 44. ....... 
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On tic 24tb Instant^ Colonel FuUartQ^ (in ibnnci])- 
submitted his answer to we Brigftdier's outrageous 
minute of Ibe Mih. He lamented the. mode in which 
the business^ of the commission and the council had been 
conducted^ and entertainec( little expectation of any be- 
nefit resulting from any exertions on his part; but, at 
the same time^ felt it his duty to represent the serious. 
evils to the Colony, and the disappointment to his Majes^ 
ty's ministers, which must unavoidably aris^ froin the 
opposite sentiments of the commissioner^y as well as the 
interruption and counteraction of all the leading objects 
specified in their instructions. After pointing out the 
leading evils which circumvented the Colony, tfaie Colo- 
nel moved that copies of their proceedings, together with 
other documents, since the opening of the commission, 
be transmitted, by the first opportunity, to the Right 
Hon. Lord Hobart. The Colonel produced also an able 
statement in vindication of his conduct in tl)e cases^of 
Madame Duval and Mr. Woodyear; likewise took a 
retrospective view of the Brigadier's administration, ^alM 
the crimes alleged against him. 

'^ Under these circumstances/ said the Colonel," ^f the 
character of Brigadier General Picton, and the national 
chaiacter of England, requue that such imputations, pre- 
vaJent ds they undoubtedly are, should not lemainr with*- 
out an opportunity of refutation. 

'^ As soon as General Picton shall h^^e cleared himself 
of those and similar charges, he is ill have reason to 
thank God for the pccasion now afforded him, of re- 
trieving his characterjEroni imputations, which, if proved^ 
would far surpass the jnipsjtand cruel acts committed by 
Judge Jeffries and Colonel Kiric, and would stand. unex>- 
ampled in any period of the Bnfifdh xmndfls. 
' ^^ This exculpatioti,'^li6we ver> 'cirino t be effected, if the 



«6ystem so long complainecl of be ^^biitint^d, of batit^ii^^ 
-ftom this Island, without any form of trial, mf perdoft 
under the diejileasure of Brigadier-Generd PtdOB, or 
suspected of giving evidence against ttm. 

*^ Under these impressionsj Colbtiel FuUartott mot^ 
that no person shall be hencefotth banished fe»i thi% 
Island, without a regular specification of tibe offence, 
-followed by a Judicial trial and condemnatioti, miylthe 
pleasure of his Majesty be known " 

Tbe Commodore having heard the heavy dharge^ in 
iivhich bis fnend was implicated, declared, that he oOri* 
«idered them as a libel on Iris M^esty^s minister?! 

After the 24tb, the CJolonel had no interview ^hatev^ 
with the Brigadier oj^ the Gommodore^ who aire^rietep- 
jnined to pursue the oid systerti ol^ terror. As 'no i^sen^ 
tidn \fas made of taking ciopiesof the criminal ^ecocto, 
which were to be sent to- Sugland, agreeable to the Bri>- 
gadier's motion of the J7lh, but more with a view that 
*they should ibe lost, rather ihl&Jn i«e.ach their destinalibn, 
fte Culdnel xlirected Mr. Be Castro, keepet 6f UieAiv 
^bives, a regidor, aad member of the cabildo, to sbdw 
i(im, in the usual fori!i,'airthe 4[^rijBfund processi^i n^ he 
had usually done to Brigudiet-fefen^tiBd Picton, and ic 
jevery mcmb^ of council. * This \v^s ooinplied witbl!q» 
the part of De Castro ; and'whik they were undei?. the 
inspection of the Colonel, Mr. Beggdraft Applied' for 
^ne, in which he wished to u>ake sbnie 'alteoratioh^ 
Finding tWy were in Colonel FuSartoil's p«saossioBj, hf: 
stated the Circumstance to the l^igttilfier> who^Witfilthc 
Commodore, formed themselves in tb an extraordiigiary 
meelincrin council on ther 28th* of which the Coloqd 
Jiad no notice. Mr. De Castro was ordered before theia 
to insult and abuse him, for having given the O!doiiel'ac«- 
cess to the Archives, Having d^ived hha othUiKici, 

Gg 
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•he wia sent prisoner^ und^r charge of l^r. Judge BlacI^ 
a member of coQQcil« Surely these extraordinary prc^ 
•€eedii\g$ |ure not only ille^al> but carried npllity op the 
face of them^ f^d cctrtlMnly cpntraiy to hi| Majesty's iiv 
strucUoflSj wbichrin this instance, they thought proper 
Xq .tnMadple upon, lil|^ a pi^c^^ of wai^ paper. 

De Castro's ^r^est^f^ ppn^munif^a^ed to the Cdonel 
whil^ he WAS sitting at table with a large company. 
Being in full uniform, of course had on a sword. Taking 
.a. cane, whi^h he usualjy carried, he went about six 
oVdock in. the evening, to Mr. Blacl^'s hou^, attended 
by Messrs. M^ckenzicj Hill, and Vint, where he saw 
M^>sri?. Sisfik ^n4 3t* P6i with Mr- De Castro sitting 
J^side i^etq., Colpnel j|i^aUarton inquired of Mr. Df 
Castro if be was ui^der . confinement. He answered i^ 
the affirijij^tive, and thftt Mr. Black ha^ taken chai^ 
of hivfii jColonel Fvilia^ton then^ asked l^n Black wh€^ 
ther aii.^CAl^e or co^pfellor?. Bladf. replied, that as 
Mr^ J3le C4^trp wa3 a ri^gidor^ it was not prorper he should 
be. sent tQ prison^ ^d.th^t he had taicen charge Qf hin^ 
atubcde^irepf the.fiouacil. 

. Colonel fyUpi^.^h^ §M^4 J!^ w^ ^ ^i^l^ business 
iBiTobriijg q^jt^stJofifi of felony, which, in their conse^ 
-qncnces,ijnaight le^<}.jalt\fin[ately to the gallows j all per- 
sons sbopM therefore : be caieful how they i^ted, but 
itiDiiB .J)art4caiarly tbg Judges Black and St. Pe. He 
dsor; insisted j that if Mr j De Castro had refused the 
pipers, be wpuld bf^'Ve ;bjpen guilty of a breach of dutj': 
KCttl Uiat in consequence of the arrest and impjisonment 
t»f tills genU^map, ^report bad gone abix>ad among thy 
Spohisud^ arid. oU^^r^^ that any pejson thought capable 
xA'^ giving fetideiifee against Brigadier-General Picton, 
would be corifified and brought to punisliuient. Mr. 
i^.GftsW<>/Wjttft accot4i.t)g1y^released, and Colonel Fullar- 
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tott, in order to prevent any insults from being offered 
to bim> appointed him a conimission^r of population 
during the absence of Msyor Williamson^ who had saile4 
for England on the 20th with dispatches. 

His Majest/s instructions expressly requiring the first 
commissioner^ tp survey and report the situation of the 
Island^ he^ accordingly, on the 29th^ embarl^ed on boar4 
the government schooner. Start, accompanied by Messrs. 
Hill, Vargras, and Vint, in order tQ proceed on the said ^ 
survey.. * Althotrgh Colonel Fullarton ofBciaUy commn^ 
nicated his intentions of proceeding on this survey as fiir 
back as the l£th Instant, and repeated again on the 24th^ 
when neith^ the two commissioners, nor the council ex-^ 
pressed their (Ussent or objections to his intended depar- 
tijre, yet the Commodore declared, that he would either 
take or smk the schooner, if they ventured to stir with- 
out the signatures of the two commissioners on the x^^ 
gister. 

.^lie junior members of this dbgraceful' triad not only 
irefuse tq sign their names<^ but resist every effort on tbp 
part of the owners and captain; and the amiable person 
I>l/u^e4 iat thp hea4 pf the goverqiQent, is still spitefully''^ 
idetained on bpa^d^ in full yieiy pf t|^e whole Colony. 

^ TMs letter was concluded on the sistf 
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BEAR SHR, 

Colonel Fulkrton wa& diowe^ to f>ro- 
ceed on the Jst Instant, because tbe two wortMes found 
themselves under the necessity of arranging matters with 
the Captain, who,* it seems, entered a protest against 
them for detaining his vessel ; therefore, they thought 
it prudent to abstain from farther hostilities. 

I am sorry that the Colonel is gone, for his absence 
. has occasioned a general gloom ; and, I confess, my un* 
easiness is great, for I am now completely within the ty- 
rannic grasp of Santhonax and Polverel *. I am prepared 

* In the beginning of the year 1793, Santhonax and Pohcrcl, cele-^ 
brated desperadoes, were the two commissioners who ruiiwd..S/» JDo* 
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for the worsts and happy to excdaim with the poet oti ^ 
this occastOQ : — 

** Yes, I {un proud, I must be proud to see 
** Men not afraid of God, afraid of me." 

Early on the mormng of the 1st Instaat^ I found the 
following notice posted in different parts of the towil> ' 
which was done with a view to quiet the midds of tbtf 
inhabitantSj for the loss they sustained, by the absence of 
the first commissioner: 

^ Port of Sfain, March SI, 1805. , 
«* Oentlem'km, 

•* I HAVE it in command from their. Exceftehci^, Brigadier- 
General Pictoa and Commod(»-e Hood, to acquaint the BHtish Mer^ 
ckanta of this Island, that the Commissioners have thekr interest 
uader consideration, i& well as the interest of the British inhabitants 
in general. 

" (Signed) Archibald Gx^ster, 
, " Attomey-GenenA 

* To tie British Merchants, 
^ sod Inhabitants of the Island of triniiad^^ 

iU I iim not able at present to comprehend the ineaix« ' 
ing of the atbove ifiotice, tinless Mr. Gloster wishes that* 
we should take it for an April hoax, I shall proceed, and- 
l^ve the sbl«iti6n of it t^ yo^r o^m conjecture. ' 

Few m^n merited less p^rrseeution than John Ddwsori,' 
Esq. of Liverpool; yet. Sir, he came in for a cotwrde*' 

tnlngo* Afker getting <Juit bf "tfef tllir^, they found themselves 
supfioAt^ hft a dieiperate band -of tfax^iariei^ eo^nposed of soiiie fe- 
vqlted slaveys, and va^bonds.of aU coloiirs anddescriptionft.' Being 
absoliite masters of the Colony, the lives, liberties, and properties of 
the white inhabitants lay at their mercy. The dreadful scente which 
wcM^ttKatf 'kSM '^itlCsiiig ill the mother^oumry, enabled'these men 
'' toIpCDseoiftirfihilir ptkf(Mtiy aiid gratify their vindicttve and avaricidils * 
Wm a A% f wii>»gt Olfai o» ebti^geut-froim' any superior power. 
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rable share of oppression, caltimiiy, and abuse. With 
such acts, they made his situation, while he remaine4 
here, as uncomfortable as possible. 

A dispute had existed for some years betweea Mr, 
DaWson, and a Mr. Barry, of this Island, respecting 
some property which the former claimed from the latter. 
Mr. Barry, and a relation of the same name, went from 
Spain to London in the early part of the year 1T97 ; — 
the former kept incog, while the latter was dispatched 
to propose some terms to Mr. Dawison, who, finding that 
they were not consistent, referred the settlement of the 
business to his mercantile correspondentin London, and 
his attomies, Messrs. Ward, Dennet, and Greaves. Mr. 
J^Sixry was still incog, but his relative had ai^ interview 
with Mr. Dawson's correspondent^ who was. not able to 
reconcile the parties. Mr. Barry^ and his friend, not 
being able to force their own terms on Mr. DewsoBj 
were about to return to Spain^ when the former was ar- 
rested, which necessarily detained him in England. In 
the meantime, Trinidad was captured, and IVIr. DawsQfi 
having abandoned the action, came here and got posses- 
sion of the property he claimed. Mr. Barry soon fol- 
lowed; but in what manner he interested the Brigadier! 
in hb behalf, I have not been able to ascertain correctly, 
it is enough to, say, that Mr. Dawson was ultimately, 
ejected vi et armis, immediately after having presented 
the following memorial: 

^ To Aw ExcdUficy Thobcas PipTONi JEfj. Governor 
. of the Island of Tiimdad and its DependencH^ t^. Sse. 

^ The Memorial of John Dawson, of the said l^kodolTrimdad^ 

<*. Hwmkij Sbewetbf 

That your Bfemoriali^t, for nany years past, has bflei| 
if Tol*-^ '-^ ** -*nt at lav, opposed to Edward Banry» of the nidUafl^r 
r otYoarMcaK>rialtftitt a certain Si»yPl^pt>qgqi 
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icalled and kooWD by the name of Orange Grove^ and cert^ buildiagi 
ip the tawn o( Port s>i Spahf io the said Island of TrimdadipXX here? 
tofore legally transferred to your Memorialist by the said Edwar4 
fiarry, and POW yoL tUtm actual possession of your Memorialist. 
, ** That your Memori^Jist has been informed of, and shewn a de^ 
icree of his M^'esty jq QowcU, ordering that the j)artieS should, 
5vithout 1q$s of tin^j be cqn?pejled to accede \,o 4 decree of the RoyaJ 
Council Qf the lydies at Mqdrnif v;hich ordained that yoi|r MepiOf 
Tialist should surrefKier to the said Edward Barry, the pos^e?$i6n he 
«ow holds of, and' in the said r6ci^ Sugar Plantation, cajled Orange 
Craves and tlie .^d boildiogs in Port <^ Spairtf on the terms and 
under the conditions and stipulations contained in the said retited 
decree of the Royal Cquncil aforepaid, particularly, as far as relates 
to the pneviqus'Security to be |pvei| to yp^r il^emorialist's satiation, 
by the Mid Edward Barry. 

^ f * That your Memorialist ha^ held himself in cpn^tant readiness, 
Ivkb becoming deference, tp accede: to the said order of his Majesty 
inCoitacit;. aod, Ui so dpipgf has .at all times and with all ppssiblr 
Tespect,awaitted the period wb^P t^said orders should lie duly an4 
strictly carried into fi^U i^fkct ^nd ex^^pution. 

ft That in consequence of th^ md ord^r, widi the said previout 
iBondiSons^inot having yet Ipeen carried into effect ai^ execution, 
your Memorialist hj;^ suffered mo$( se^e;rely in his interest, as well in 
•ihis Col<my as in Mtirppe, ipasipi^ as, potwithstanding the various 
^ual^A0(iteKt«sisiteimpF0V9ment8s^$4^ by your Mei^orialist to 
the said estate and buildings, your Memorialist, at this moment, en^ 
JoyI no soiid ^y^iitftges^frptti «Ay part qf the said property, and, 
therefore, for the present, actually suffers as deeply in his extensive 
concerns, both in this country and in Europe, as if the esute and 
buildings were actually in the uncondttioHal possession of the said £d« 
ward Barry, or as if your Memorialist had not the smallest right, 
title, or pretetice whatever to any part thereof. 

** That after having thui waited for th^ execution of the aforesaid 
br<ler,and suffering all the inconveniencies above stated, your Memo* 
^ialist remains ip the same state of uncertitude, and continues to de- 
rive no further advantages from the aforesaid valuable properties to 
this day; on the contrary, your Memorialist has been informed fi*om 
your Excellency, as well as from one of the Judges of the Spanish 
Tri|^|iQal, that there is an order or decree at present about t0 tie put 
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H&TOtiVAienhfymtrMemonaHstij to U&sfosmni^theproptfFlki 
^^ar^siddt and the said properties placed ki the iumds «f crostees ^ 
^diited for that purpose bj your ExcellMicy. 

** Your MemoriaJIst humbly prerames to ^tate^ ihM lie has set 
seen any decree or order of his Ms^Jesty in Cooncily jrathorisuag such 
preceediDgs \ and feeling.his right of complaintBg on the subject df 
the above grievances ; knowing also that this cause h^ abeady beefi 
discussed before his Majesty in Council, and that, diet«foie, no infe^ 
tior po*wer or tribunal can legally alter of perp«it the 4rue iotttof^ 
spirit, or noeaning of such de^gree, aind, convinced that if such a decree 
basbeen given, or exists, ^t the justice of )^uk^l^<xlle&c7i^ 
&il to execute that part of your du^. 

*« Your Memorialist therefoK hnnifaly ^rays, ifoit ycMir Excel- 
lency ^H^ould he pleased to order 4^t the latest decree of his Majesty 
in Council, touching the matter in dispute hetween your Memorial 
•nd said Edward Barry, arnd authorising your £xceSe9<^ unreserv- 
edly to cfispossess your Memorialist of the ifonesaid (totatioasa^ 
braidings, and to nominate one dr more trustees^ 4Son(&Mmagand 
managing ^ said properties,^ ^vM\6itt tbecoiictm^Aoe, sancttoq, or 
approbation of your Memorittfot be produced, and^^shewo forthvidi 
to your Memorklist, in (M>der ^at he liiay testify his prompt ac^tiiesr 
cence wkh ^ orders of his Sovereign, by i^unedidte obndiendiSJar 
in justice to himseM*, his family, ciManecdons, a^ id sufipoit 6f tbo^ 
indefeasible rights, he knows he possesses ds an Effglkhidui, b# psot 
^red to resist any order or decide ei!«u}a&filgj60minykifiBl^ 
fcunal. ' -' ' ' '•' - ''%:'•. [ 

t f AndydurMem(»ial}st,'a8ln.ieteybotmd,ti^ 
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** The decree has been made, after full commtraication of th^ 
different documents to the parties concerned, and this Tribunal will 
l;now how .to enforce its execution, however prepared the parties 
may be to resist. 

•<< (Signed) Thomas ^icton " 
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Though lio mim h^ a higher claim to an unblemished, 
reputatii^ii thttii Mr. Dawson^ yet I find he was here in- 
sulted and cdumniated by the vile junto^ whdse iilteredt 
it is to please their Chief iii the performance of eviery 
sort of vice : but while their actidns ar^ handed down to 
posterity bs a monument 6f deprtivity, Mr; Dawsou 
frill as long be rememb^ried in Liverpool for the noblest 
and strictest principles of honour^ generoiiity^ and the 
tenderest sentiments of benevolence and compassion; 

Since the Cbloner§ departure^ th^ panders have been 
very active in calumniating hi^ character: A miscreant 
of the name of Stephens^ i^ very industrious. The Jrav- 
i&gs of this drunken blackguard are heard in every grog- 
ihop in town. I hope their Excellencies do not encou- 
rage such professors: — if they do^ let me tell them, that 
of all the bade and corroding passions that infest the 
human mind; calumny and detractioUi as being the most 
malignant and dietestable> have th^ first claim to censure. 
The bosom; enveloped and polluted with thie snaky 
powers of ^ither> can feel no pleasure, know no joy, but 
what arises from the mi3eries> distresses^ and misfortune^ 
of tlieir fellow-creatures. I trust it does not mortify 
them when tbey hear that the Colonel is admired and 
caressed: — if it does — ** Wretched/' says Hutchinson^ 
^^ justly wretched must be that weak mind which admit$ 
envy and detmction for its ruling principles! All the be^ 
nign influence of our blessed Saviour's example is lost 
upon such unfortunate beings,-^-^very generous propen^ 
mty is checked by such vUe and dangerous leaders.'' 

Yesterday morning I visited a gentleman with whom 
I have been upon intimate terms ever since I arrived. 
I had not been abov^ ten minutes in the house, when I 
was told that one of the volunteers, who was dressed la- 
the uniform of his corps, wanted to speak with me. JHe 

Hh 
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said he was requested by some pf the offiwr* <rf his corpse 
to biiQg me before them^ at Mr* H^nris^^'^, bouse^ <»ik^ 
the bay. Being consci^s of not having .^ted ibi proper- 
ly, I was easily persuaded to attend h\mf. At Mr. JH^r-. 
i^n's house I fou^ himself, aod Messrs., Fisher anct 
M^Namara, iniiill uBiform, sitting round a table, abo 
a nnmber of spectators, who, it appears, were apprised: 
of my epmiog. Mr, H2H:ri3W, after banding urn a chair,, 
asked the veaspn why I bad not joined the voltmteer 
coi'ps, in obedience to a proplaiaation that had been is-* 
sued s(H»e lime ov f>Uier by the lat^ Governor, wHicb 
stated, that every piarsoft was obliged to^. enrol himself 
wijtbin tea days aft^r his aroval in tlie Goiony, and t^ 
join the said corps^ fully accoutred ^ wilhiu tbfee weeks^ 
under the penalty of two Ixundred dollars. . 

Amwer — Befpre I answer that question I wirfj to h& 
informed what you are, aiid to what eprps you belong? 

Mr. Hurrmn. — We are ojSQej;$ belonging to a volua-t 
teer corps* 

' ^wwer.— Then if I undersaud you right, you do Xk&% 
cpn^der your corp^a militia corps? 

Mr. Harrison. — No t 

^rwaper.-— Will you be good enotigb to^ favouf me widht 
a peiiisal of the proclamation you have just now menti-r 
on^, a^ I suppose it was mwler the authority of that in- 
strupa nt that you ordered a detachi»eat of your corpt^ 
jto bi^.g me here a prisoner before you, a«d that you sit 
i^e a^ i^ eourt by virtue of the same^ or such authority f^ 

Mr. Uarrmn, — ^We have not got tte proclama?- 
tion* 

J$mo^.-^ Will yon have the goodness to s^id fior it ta 
>he proper office, for I have a great cmriosity of seeing 
a, proclamatioa whieh compels an Eoglishmau ta be a 
vqlunVe^r ! 



ik 
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Mr. Harrison.— Y<m may sec it at the Secretary's 
ijflSce. 

Answer. — Yes, but my cm'iosity will ncft tempt Jtie to 
pay the Secretary a doUar for a sigbt of it, wfaich> I mi- 
^erstaad is tbe customajy fee. Beii^g now a prisoner 
at your bar, I hope I shall be allowed to aay a few worda 
respecting this extraordiiiaTy • caee,^-a case unprece- 
dented in tbie annds of ibe British nation. To be si- 
Jent in a momeat so critical, and I may say, so pregBant 
fvith mischief, would be^owaidice iai a &e^wbohi Briton, 
who so highly venerates the privileges which he inherits 
jBS his birthright ; therefore, the bori'ors of the inquisi*- 
tion, which I see suspended /;* terrorum, ready to torture, 
9¥il.l not intimidate me to commit a^ act, that would de- 
prive me of the immimities guaranteed by the constitu^ 
tion of England. Recollect, Gendemen, that I am 
iu>t in Frmce, nor in her dominicxis, hence not under 
ihe system of r^equisition. 

You call yoursdves volunteers, instructed by a tyran- 
nic mandate, to compel every person, who may arrive in 
tJiis Colony, to join your corps. Tliis is really a novel 
construction of the term volunteer, 

X do not mean to questioqi that duch a proclamation 
existed under the exclusive reign of the former Governor, 
but, I am certain it has not been confirmed or sanctioned 
by the present government*: at all eveiits, it is illegaT, 
because it is contrary to the fimt article of the corona- 
tion oath, which says: — PVillt^u sohmnh/ promise and 
swear to govern the people oftkisldngd&m of Great Britain, 
and the dominions theremto behngmg^ according to the 
4tttt«tts in parliament agreed^ and thf laws, and customs (rf 

* Vide a viruleot proclamation issued by the Brigadier and the Com- 
modore j under Ae head of the ^ day of my captivity, in the su^gr 
ireedJDg letter. 
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the same? Now Gendemep^ if yon will point oBt to me 
any act of parliament, that will warrant you, or yoor foi'^ 
mer Goyerhof, to p^t in requisition the sul^ject, or sub- 
jects of the realm, I shall think it my duty to join yolir 
porps. Brigadier*General Picton might have issued this 
illegal apd tyrannic mandate, but I am not obliged to 
consider it as a law, for surely, in a British cojpny, I do 
iiot forfeit those rights, which cu^ the boast of 6very 
^ritpn; on the contrdiy> they follow roe to the most 
distant, porner of his Mayesty's dominions : and should 
bis delegates abridge them, the fate of Wall will, in fu- 
ture, serve as a beacon when they spprt with despotic 
authority. 

The ^ituatiojti of this Colony is very different froifi 
others: it has no colonial legislature to sanction theact$ 
of its Governor: be is indeed the despot, but, I am^not 
obliged to be bis slave. It is true, there are laws, but 
they are replete with horror to a British mind, and a 
disgrace to the British government to suffer the Spanish 
Inquisition to exist so long in the bosom of it. 

A British subject is here truly degraded, when he 
finds that his life, l^is liberty, and his property depend 
on the caprice of an individual, who, in his waiytonness, 
may issue a proclamation to compel m^ to go and deaft 
his boo^s. The one mandate is equally as illegal knd 
oppressive as th^ otber, and is an assiilnilalion to tlie 
jaco|)inic proceedings of the tymnnic rulers of ^fi^nce. 
I'hey may accord with the feelings of a slave^masler, but 
I cannot be reconciled to them. Independent of all 
these considerations, I do Ao^mean to remain' in the 
Colony many weeks longer than I can accomplish a 
survey of some parts of it, at the request of the first 
commissioner. At present I am only detained unlil 
the vessel on board of which I n^ean to embark, gets 
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ready. Notwithstanding^ I have a presentiment^ that a» 
•injuati<;e and oppression have been the order of the day 
before I csxne an^ong you, I have, in cpmmon with the 
^^t of my feljow. subject, etery reason to apprehend 
^ share : this therefore may be a prelude to it. Indeed I 
aiQ certaiti of meeting with it, because some expressions 
^hicli upgtmidedly escaped both conimissioners a few 
<lays ^o, confirm the idea. 

Mfv M^Namara.T-^T?va.j, Sir, are you in the pay of 
povemmepl: ? 

j^nsrocr.— That> Sir, has nothing to dp with the pre^ 
^nt questioq. 

Afr. fisher. — ^Will you state your reasons (or not 
joining our corps, in writing, to Mr. Grant? 

^mswer.-^I do not think it is necessary, — -you have 
heard my objections, and there;fore i^t. liberty to com- 
municate theoib Does it not appear to yourselves unrea^ 
sonaUe that I should be put tc^ the expence of more 
than an hundred d(dlars for clothes and accoutrementi, 
merely to go twice or thrice to the parade, and as I have 
no inclination to remain in the colony, the clothes and 
accoutrements will be of no use to me in England^ where 
I ut^m to return next month? But as I am to be com- 
pelled to be a soldier, why not furnish me with eyery 
ihing necessary, as is usually done to all other recruits? 
No answer was returned to this last observation. Find- 
ing that I was io longer a prisoner, I returned to my 
abode, and committed the foregoing without delay ta 
paper. 

The Brigadier asserted, a few days ago, that I was 
'fOgaged by Colonel Fullarton,to write the history of his 
^Picton^s) former administration, and that I am nothing 
more or less than a spy, employed by the present ministry. 
You are well aware this is equally as scandalous as it iji 
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fe^se, for I solemaly declare that I never had the honor of 
€0iT69ponding with the Colonel, nor had been in hU couif 
paiiy prior to my arrival on this Colony but oi!ice> about 
len * bi eleven years ago in Scotland; and, I am certaif^ 
hi' is tQt lly ignorant of whet I have written respecting 
the proceedings of the Brigadi^* . As for my being a 
fj)y, the idea originated in (he Brigadier's distempered 
imagination^ for it is well known^ that I have n/eitber ca- 
t>acity nor inplination to, he one; however, he is prcpo- 
sessed with the idea that a traveller and a spy arc syno* 
jiymou^ and of course I must be both. 

The Commodore in his turn, has positively affirmed, 
that I ivas formierly an editor of a democratic paper ii^ 
London, which was the cau$e of the mutiny In tl>e fleiet) 
^t 1 once abused his. late brother in that paper ; and 
that I was a dangerous person in the Colony. You see, 
Sir, how credulous the Naval Hero iai, and how easily he 
4s persuaded to believe any thing, however false and 
,|«e.posterou8. Knowing all these assertions to have uq 
^ndation in truth, I shall tr^t them and their dissemi* 
natoifs with Qqua] contempt, and wait my doojoa^ whid^ 
i^^t now be near at. hand. 

Fah. 
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ITic Author arrested hy an Officer of the InqniiAtion, ana 
broui:fit before CononUsioners Picton and Hood — fjh 
Examimition and Commitment to the Bastille — Des- 
cription of the Cell jn which he was conjined ; also of 
Fallot y the Governor — The Case of a Negresig roasting 
alive — Transactions during the Second Day oj hi$ Cap- 
tivity — Method of fogging Slaves d^eribed — Th^ ^u- 
thor indisposed; and suspects having been poisoned-^ 
Third Day of his Captivity— Still much indisposed — 
Solicits Medical Aid — Drugged from his Cell to Com-r^ 
modore Hood's Hogise — Hi^ Examination-^The Ugly 
Club — Fourth Day's Captivity — The Impnsoument of 
of Dr. Tumbrill — Distress of Mrs, T — »— on that Uc- 
fusion — Fifth Day's Captivity — Letter Jrom Secretary 
Woody ear — Description (fthe Doctors Cell^ and He^ 
flections thereon— rSixth Day's Captivity — Proclama^ 
tion rejecting the Militia^^CommentSr-^Letter to th^ 
Jutlior — Seventh and Eight Days Captivity-^He i^ 
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FIRST DAY OF MY CAFTiVITY. 

DEAUSm, ' • 

■ jc\.T length the unpropitioils goddess, whosje 
influence ttiat^ the vain pursuits of iliortals, has how 
withdrawnher ienrors frokuny view. About two o'clock 
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oadi*» I fihaU dtop^ the subject^ becsvse it is erident^ 
from your proceedings^ that mj fate bas for some tkne 
been decreed. 

As yoni Attomejr G»etteral ishtK^ I wuik hioL to faeajr 
jhe ask your Excellencies a few kgal ^pieitiefte :-^Doeai 
a British sni^ect forfeii Iftisi iiatural rights by being in t^ 
Colony i If he does^ what Sovereign is he to look up to for 
^otect}oo> wfa^i^ he finds himself oppressed ? And caii 
(iiat Sovereign protect him when rach rights are forfeit* 
ed i If soj: who vested that authocity in each a Sovereign^ 
ind from whience eaait be legaliy pvovedt 

Commmioners.'^Ho. 

^nsw$r,**^Thcn your proceedings against me axe iUe>« 
ga]» and repugnai^t to the natural and constitutional 
jjorinctpies of a British subjecL 

' Commmittotr Pic/Dn.-r-^SilettceySirh yo« shall not be 
heard ! 

AimbtT. — ^Very ^Kveil gaitlemen> I trust it will not be 
long before I shall be heard fully, at the fountain! head 
etf justice. 

QamrttoAofe £boi.r-^Ifold your toi^e. Sir \ 

Silence at length cnstied i^ik a mittmsas was mak^ 
]0g out ; an its beingfinished i 

Commimoner Picton. — ^Wecoqnnii: htm. for contempt. 

QuQtiotu-^TbetiM, L eoo&ddec myself a state prison^ 
er^ cansci^ueniiy I cluim the privileges, attached. 

Cwmmissimier Pitton (to the Offitsr of the Inptidtion, 
M SjNinish). — ^Tell Vallot, daat he m»st not sufier aay^ 
person to speak to the prisoner^ nor tee him^ except his 
iiei-vant. 

♦ Bingley having been committed by die Cottit oF King's Sench 
^r contendpt, voluntarily made oathy that he would nevfcr answer in-^ 
tt^rrnmtnries ^ uolecs hc fliould be put to the torture ! 

JUNIU^'S IrSTTERS. 
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About half after S o'clock, p. m. I took xvp my abode in 
ibis gloomy cell^ situated in the back part of the Bas- 
tille, of the following dimeusions^ viz. 

tttr. •Ncijt. 
Breadth ...... 9 8 

length ...... IS 9 

Height ....... 8 10 

The hangings aie of the finest work ift the world, for 
they were spun >>y Arachne from her o\mj bowels. Were 
it not for this furniture, the whole would be a miserr 
abl^B scene of naked walls, flawed ceilings, rusty Jocks, 
&c. — ^The floor, in all probability, was never* washed 
since it was built.. My companions are spiders, almost 
as large aa the crabs in Europe ; — and venerable rats, 
whose veiy age renders them respectable ; — together with 
plenty of scoi-pions, centipedes, blindworms, moschetos, 
Jtc. so that I am not without company. 

Vallot, the governor of the Bastille, h a native of 
France, and certainly one of tl^ie most dismal ill looking 
monsters of the human species, who, if I may judge fron^ 
appearances, is a fit instrument to execute the mandates 
of any tyrant, however cruel. He says be has been ad- 
vised to go to America, before British laws are intro- 
duced. 

' Just above me a black woman is confined^, accused, a§ 
it is said, of poisoning her master and mistress, together 
with sixty slaves. This poor creature has not a mouth- 
ful of fresh aiir to respire, oppressed with the excessive 
heat which strikes through tlie shai^gles^ covering the 
roof of the Bastille, so that they are literally roasting her 
alive, 'in a naked state. , She appears to be between 70 
and 80 years of age, and very much emaciated from a 
long confinement, but they are not able to prove any 
thmg against her. I suppose they did not d^em it pru-; 
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dent to try her by Brigadier-general Picton's diabo- 
lical commission^ during the time Colonel FuUar* 
ton remained ; how that he is gone^ she will be 
dispatche4* There are two negro soldiers guarding me, 
one is stationed at my door^ and the other at the hole 
intended to admit a little pir^ so that I am honoured as 
much as a general in ^he.gujard w^y. . As soon as it was 
kqown^ that J was committed^ several gentlemen came 
to see me, but, as they wei'e not allowed that gratifica- 
tioo, they went away dissatisfied, venting np doubt in 
silence, their disapprobation of the bar)}arity of their 
Excellencies, 

I was extremely thirsty before the servant, who attend- 
ed me, brought me any thing to drink. Vallot offered 
some rum and water, which I gladly accepted, but I had 
npt swallowed a table spoon full of it, when it struck me, 
' by its tasting differently/that there was poison init,Ithere- 
fore endured n^y thirst till soit^ething better came. My 
servant brought my dinper, together with peq, ink, and 
paper, which now enables me to give you a diary of 
every transaction ; but what engaged me to be so minute 
in my description, is from a generous principle of. pre- 
serving the memory of the first place of my confinement. 



SECO^JD BAY OF MT CAPTIVITY. 

During the course of this day, there were unmerciful- 
ly flogged, with a whip at least foiir feet in length, thick 
towards the miildle, tapering towards the point, and cuts 
three or four inches at every lash ; 

1 Negro Woman, 

2 ■ Men, 

1 Boy, about 5 years old. 

tal 4 
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The unfortunate victims are tied down on their bdlies, * 
and fastened with cords, to four stakes, fixed on the 
ground for that purpose; then the posteriors are ex- 
posed, on which they receive the castigation. When the 
victims made a noise, (which is almost constantly the 
case,) or struggled to get loose, Vallot, who s^ood at the 
bead, kicked them without m^rcy on the face. 

All this day I have been much disordered in my 
bowels, owing, I am confidetit, to the poison that 
was given to me yesterday; — I can hardly think this 
sleeping dose was prescribed by the state physicians. 
One thing is to be observed, they dread the publicity 
of my travels, and Vallot might think be was serving the 
cause by wishing me asleep^ before this day of judg- 
ment. 



THIRD DAT OF MY CAPTIVnT. 

The cionstant pain in ray bowels was so great, as to 
deprive me of sleep, during the whole of last night ;-^ 
this morning I wrote a note to a medical friend, to 
whom I described; my case, and requested he would be 
kind enough to call on their Excellencies, to obtain per- 
mission to see me, adding, that surely they were not so 
inhuman as to deny medical aid, in a complaint so 
alarming and excruciating as the one I was aiBicted 
with. I wrote another, which I directed for Mr. S — , 
wherein I described my situation : it was dated, '^ Bas- 
tille, Felon Side, third day of my captivity," and intend- 
ed for their Excellencies, though directed for Mr. S — . 
Both notes, I delivered to the servant, to carry them ac- 
cording to these directions, but they were taken from him, 
^ I knew they would be, the moment he left my cell. 
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About eteveo o'clodc^ a. m. the govemor of the Bas- 
tille entered to tell me that there was a guard of soldiers 
watting to conduct me to the commissioners. 1 answered 
Aat I was not able to walk> and therefore would not stir 
unless they carrie4 ipe. Ob, Sir, (said tlie governor), 
they will soon force you, and you must find feet. The 
guard was ciJled io, Tt^bo dragged me oiit of my cell, 
whence they pushed and goaded me with their bayonets the 
ftiU distance of a mile to the Commodore's house. Here 
I was detained at the bottom of the stairs, on the out- 
side, without shelter, un4er tl^e burning rays of a hot 
meridian sun« 

Whilst I was detained 'in this hellish situation for 

nearly three hours, three gentlemen, who had just ar» 

rived in the Colony, passed up stairs, and waited for 

some time in the mirador before Commissioner Picton, 

and the late discarded Secretary, came to speak to them. 

After some conversation, Woodyear tpld them in the 

presence of Commissioner Picton, to take care what 

company they associated with, particularly those who, 

in any manner, spoke favorably of Colonel FuUarton ; 

and if they did not avoid such, they might depend on, 

being sent oflF the Island *. This was> to be sure, a broa<l 

' faint to me, that I should soon be banished, whereas, I 

imagined before they were going to hang me, and 

anxiously gave a look now and then towards the gallows^ 

to see if they were making any preparations for my re— 

ception. I would have gladly accepted of any kind of. 

* The Brigadier aurried his reseotmeet in this respect soiar as to 
thnefUsen to crush every stranger who dared to be seen speaking to 
any of those who thought the Colonel's conduct meritorious. F'or 
instance, Mr. Le Trh6, a respectable French gentleman from Mufr^i^ 
mnue% was threatened with banishment because Mrs. FuUartOQ Ka.p« 
for a lady who lived at his house. 
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deaths rather than endure so much thirst and pain as Z 
dien felt. "nianUs to tbe Commodore's stevrard for hav- 
ing relieved the Ibrmer at the risk of being iioggedf 

I was at length admitted before the junior commis* 
.sioners^ to iivhom I stated my situation^ and> as I conld 
xxrt stand much longer^ requested the indulgence of a 
chair^ which was granted. 
The note I feignedly addressed to Mr. Shaw^ was read. 
Commissioner Picton.-^Did you write this luAei 
Jhuwer.-^YeSy Sir. It was not intended for tbe gen- 
tleman to whom il is addressed^ but for your Excellen- 
des^ knowing you would read it with more avidity when 
addressed to some other person than to yourselves ; I 
therefore wrote Mr. Shaw's name on the back of it. It 
B^fdies no difference as to the address> the contents are a 
true paralieL 

Commissioner Pfc^oii.— ^What is a parallel i 
jimwer.-^l hope you do not take me for a lexicon 
grapber ? 

Commodore H^oi. — ^This ]» the language of Robes- 
pierre, Sir, 

-rfiwa?tfr.^— With dee deference to your Eiccdlency'» 
superior knowledge, I shpuM not have known it from tbe 
Itaguage of any other person. Robespierre was a tyrant, 
and if I make use of his language, I am sure you conjjF 
his example in the way of proscribing and imprisoning. 
Commodore Hood. — What is your name. Sir? ' ^ 

Ans&er. "^onx Excellency is no stranger to that, for 
you «eem to know more about me already than I do my- 
self. 

Commodore Hood^^^l?tSLj, Sir, where was you born? 
Jlfiswer. — r really cannot exactly say, though I wa« 
present at the time. It was somewhere in tte island oi 
Great Britain. 
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Commodore if odd,-^— Where was you htTpiizkdi 

Answer. — I am sorry I am not able to give you a 
direct answer; though if I had been baptized^ I must 
have been present at the time the ceremony was per* 
formed^ yet I do not recollect it. 

Comnnodore Hood.^-Did your parents ever tell of the 
circumstance? 

Answer. — ^Tliey might, but I am certain I never asked 
them a question half so childish. 

Commissioner Picton. — ^What school was you educated 
at? 

Jns. — Have you perceived that my education has been 
neglected ? You may depend it is sufficient to enable me 
to do ample justice in exposing your oppressive conduct. 

Commodore Hood. — Stand up. Sir! — Do you — Sir — 
know who you are speaking to — Sir. You must know — 
Sir — we represent his Majest}^ — Sir. 

Answer.-^l do not mean to plead ignorance with res- 
pect to that, but I have already informed you I was Aot 
able to stand ; and with regard to my knowing who you 
are, I am perhaps better informed than you would ever 
wish me to be. I am also well aware of your being his 
Majesty's delegates, and time will convince your fellow- 
subjects how often you have trampled on his justice, and 
set his benign instructions at defiance. 
. Commodore Hood. — We shall send you to England to 
be tried. 

Answer. — I am happy to hear it ; and I hope both of 
you will not be long in following me. What crime have 
you to alledge against me ? 

Commodore Hood. — For opposing our authority. 
• Answer. — If you call what 1 have done, opposing your 
authority, I am contented. The laws of England vv^ill 
exonerate me, but I cannot say so much for both of you; 
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aad the sQOj^r yoi^sfmd me to I^gUfnd, the scknaa: jf<m 
will be relieved from your arduous' duJbi?s of delfgateil 
^Euoihonty^ and a hsippy ri^daac^ to tbe pppredsed inha- 
Jjjtants of this, ^plofly. l^ my case ypa have stretphed 
. your authority fyrtb^ tiian you ^ere ^arrantei^ aud 
iqo far now, tq. ret^t.^. LUtk as , y <mi pndenstaQd (rf! thie 
,pnstitiition,p( tl^^ country you are s^niug, th^t little 
pight have cpuv ji^ced you, th^ you were pot yetted with 
so much authority as $.0 compel me tp serve as ^ cq^mop 
j5oldiq-,floriooast.pe tp bp poispp^4 1*^ a J^^Ahsome 
dungeon, hecjauf ^ I wpuld AOt saf^rifip^f m^ dearest nght|, 
,to comply with a mandate, in jny.case tyrannic and op- 
pressive. Though I am not in Englfmdy and p^n(}t 
^vail myself of the protectfpn of thpfpn^titutional shield, 
yet I will thmk, act, and speak a^ a^ Epglishn)an ; a^ 
I affirm positively, I will i^t be. beat or brihed into a 
blind obedience to your oppjressiyeme^GSures., It i^alamen- 
tabl^ pircjim^tance that the legislature of ijfra^i^ Bfitain 
has, in this remote corner of her dpraji)iop^,l^ft the lives, 
liberties^ and propextije^of it3 spbjectasq long dependent 
on the capricious will of ope person, or what is stil} worse, 
on the wills of his pimps, flatterers^ ^jid fayourite§,-7-in d. 
word, without the pljantpm of qivil government, or thp 
ffhost of departed- justice. Your conduct towaids.^m^, 
(however unpleasant it is for you tp hear it), ^ese^iblea 
the mock liberty of Prance, particularly int^p j^stem.of 
requisition, which the sanguinary tyrants of that qoun^ 
try pursued with intolerant barbarity. That system yoyi 
are maintaining in this Island, which has alre?idy too 
JoOg groaned upder political evils ; I mean the grievous 
:)>uTthensof lyranny and oppression, little less destructive^ 
jjerhaps, to the inhabitants, than anarchy itself. 
' Commodore Hood, — Silence, Sir! 

Answer . — I know truth is unpleasant, but I.hop^ yog 
Kk^ 



wHl p«*m rtfe> I hte W>t yei l)adfe ttitttigH ^ ftcttet a i}^^ 
ifi^ for titt ftdbe df bi^ stirile. 

Be€> Sir ! te# ft^StridUs hh has Wtt^dftitlg flte-shlDrt 
j^ed *fe few W^h ih flie Cblony, itt VlaMnrg tip tiife 

. «iiry ffty cFttihfcdter, *Hd to Vote mfe iYi ihfe bpitiibh <tf thy 
S^^f^l^^: tli^yniiistbese^rit^d. 

I %tflkt. fftt€ I t6bk iHy ^rWi/f box to take a pittcb. ' 

C^hikimihiir Hfed<J.^Phiy Sir ! iicrcr l6bg "haVfe you 
be6ttfe§ll«fi'teteer. ^ 

Jn^so^j-^l WtHiy icitottbt r?CoIl6tJl, ^Itoti'gh 1 Was pre- 
i^At al ^le ti^ I took the ^t |iihc^. 

Ij6nirm^i&ntr H&od Ho XhintfUs^iBhef Pidbn. — ©id 
ydo fVttr hlear^tii* lfes<:)ldicre ? 

:^/i^aJ^i^s ihfefffe «hy *th{n^ itt^fetrtiti ghrifig a ^ig- 

'fiftW ftSWtlfefe 'Jrbtii^eff lih tokffl yout ^?f>, ihtett6gatibg 
y6tfr^d6bk, ahd'tUSt yt^tilhttfk yotl Ifi^ve th€ Ss^me au- 
thtority 'oK/'cfr iiife ybu htfvfe t?ter feito. ilerniethWr I lim 
^t«) 4i\k\\ nhd^ ybtir c^dhtrbul, thfer^fofe not afihaid bf 
-WSeWittg ft A)ifeh tfs ybti 6all it: 1 haVe no objetitions 
^^ ^A*ihg Abife qtr^tlbfts, Ai6 tnofe y5u ask, ifcfe 
^6*fe'y«i Att^pbse ydtir tihcfcl'^tifrtdftig; t s^htl, lio\teVfer, 
^^Mihd ^u of fhei^, ^atiie tithe o^ dth^'r/tlirough tli^ 
%hed«fihi6ri*te^ress> 

Sept. l804»suffideBt}y^iDces9 that akkcnigh the jag^tofoemi^^ 
marks of &\K>ur on aoy indiyidusd is indispuubfey yat, it is not^nUi- 
in the limits of any power id En^land^ to invest the eommaxKkr m 
question with adherence to the principles of veraciiyy or to the rules ■ 
6r cdmiiidn 'grsmms ri imd of common sense* Not content with 
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pot pi^lirft ^b^^ fqr y9\|r alfti^. 

Prisoner, — I have already ei^§^yo.mr§4 |9 i b(^^9 OH 
your ipifld^ >)W WHcJ^ »y b^lf;^ is JigpF^, a^d the 
mqe^ty tlV^re i9 foJf njy bairiflg medics^^ ?4yip^. 

CQ«2t?jfV)an«r#.-^Q»aH^d t^ l^iigt b^%j, l^e wi^l fe*ve 9 
is^rgepa sent to hm- 

J|j?t as i \f as gpjpg out, Uh ^W> to whosi I $4r 

whil^ J was pr^f Rt^ I tojd l^\m it $va8 nf»V ii^t^g^ed fojr 
km, but fpr the Conupis^ipn^ ; h^d i^ bfie^ ^dr^^^ t$^ 
tb(^se}yes tjiey ivqjild ftpji b^ve if^ jit. Mf. P^rfeer, 
th^ m^ipal 9?ptJ^ajij W^^m^ am^mf^^ I i^qmr^ hafi 
heeju e^fi^mine^ J^efiw;^ iiP^, ^pd tl^y tenrifi^ t|i($ poor 
fellow till he cfi^, I mpt Mi. WUfiiy pp^g iip 
»t^ur?^ wUb t{^ hp:^, CQijJ^iftiftg *^ p^pprs ,^ tjbje 
VgJy Q«*b, which f |«^f t ^i;i4|g^7Qi;r to d/^ribe by ijii^ 

violating the powers intrust to hiip; a^d the civu authority of the 
Kiogy whose servant and representative he was, the Commodore 
wages war on the unoflending parts of speech, and puts to the route* 
«r ciu]0W9 iqto confqsioiiy soims, proROQo§, frerbs, and parades — 
^kv$ CoSPm&dpre ^ts so wejiff aad wiites so iU, that it is be 
Ti^M he woi^d b^Q^p/rtb .e^aplpy iPpion^ FictQ? to write his In- 
ters, a^ wejl ^ to cpinpos? l>is ?i?«c))?8 ;-TQr wim? rfw^ ihe would 
i^bstain from writii^ liters, and f^om 4eliv:erin^ speeches, unless 
^ke the cuckoO; he prefers hatching |h^ eggs of a less addled bird. 
It would be useful for the Conux^odore to adhere to an advice given by 
€he late £arl pf E^^mtows, to an old awkw^d German Baron, wbo, 
supposing he was iaug^d ^ wb^ dancing, said,rrr-<< Milord^ quoi^ 
je ne uai^ ^s 4t^ficer9jf Acms ia^^l" tP whicli ^ J^prd^ip's 
i^iswer was, — ^^ Baftes>wm touywrs donc^ ct ne 4^mez j<i»^.''-?- 
To Commodore ^ood, .tlip sentence would jun thus :— " Batten* 
ntoiu to'ujours dor^c^ et rCi,crvpe% jamaisP 
Vid$ Col FuHarton's answer to Col. Pict^n's pamphle^ page 64. 



fi6& tBAvSt's i* inimhAb. {Let. 17. 

bye. :l-nshiraed to iriy' ceir in the BastiDe, about thtee 
b'clodk)' ^ exluiii^tied With fatigue and |^aifi^ that I vjbs 
almost ready to expire ; 1>at I was timef edoltgh to see a 
couple of uiifortunate slaves tied to the stake; add re- 
ceive a serere caitigation. 

The Ugly* Glnb wfts a convivial patty; n^ho met every 
Saturday evening at niy lodgings^ betWeeti the hours of 
six and nine^ 16 sing a'sohg^^nd drink a glass of porter. 
Being secretary pf this club, the two Cohimtdsioners, in 
tbe true Pictonian style, seized aQ the papers they could 
-find at my lodgings; no doubt they expected to find in 
them 6oni^thilig to briniinate me, in order to give some 
degree of colour to their oppression. Among other ma- 
nuscripts, they found the ibiniites of the Ugly Club. — 
Picton has been always struggling to establish for him- 
self the character of a vigilant governor, supprdssor of 
rebellion, discoverer of plots; &c. ; this Was; therefore, a 
glorious opportunity, not to ht missed, of displaying his 
talents :— The Ugly Club was pron6unced to be an un- 
lawful assem^y ; and a deep laid plot against the go- 
vernment. Several of the members were sent for, and 
examined upon oatli^j, the rules of the club w^r^ xeu^^ 
and because they prohibited politics,, the mse Commis- 
sioners sagaciously concluded; that there was sufficient 
prodf of the seditious tendency of the meeting. Almost 
every question put to the members who were exaniined, 
leaded to criminate Messrs. Shaw, Higham, and myself, 
but all agreed so exactly, and spoke with such conQ- 
dence, and even contempt of thiB mockery of jpstice^ that 
they were obliged to give up tlie business. 
- It has been ridiculously understood by many people, 
\\ho did liot adrairie the proceedings of the two Com- 
iuissioners, after the Colonel left them to govern their 
own way^ that they couslituted the Ugly Club ; diey 
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certainly deserve the title much better than out convi- 
vial* party^ for their proceedings are; as ugly as their 
<^rimes ; btit what a disappointment^ that they fcoulS not 
flird the ittannsbript of these' letters, which they want 
more than any thing else, to ptevent their rising til 
judgement against them in another quarter of the world. 
Here I cannot resist pausing for a moment, to reflect on 
the prospect which presented itself to every one ; -such 
"violent change* took pla9e ilne^fii^ day of Col. Fullar- 
ton^s departure, especially the reinstating of M^oodyear, 
therefore, it was naturally concluded, his presence had 
alone overawed the (^uthors of them. What had we t§ 
e^fpect in die absence of our .prpte^tpr> but a rei^wal of 
that systena of terror, \yhic\) has already ^alf ruiqed this 
devoted Colony ? ^l\ we had to l^ope >vas frpm on^ 
quarter alope : We ^attefe^ our^lves that jC(»nmodord 
Hood would not risk a reputatioq earned in ^e honour^ 
able service of bis country, by sanctiopiog acts of vicH 
lence, w^i^h be well knew had brought universal qdiuo^ 
op Pictpn's administratipi^. In this every body was ^e- 
ccivcdi fpr he who imagined, be had been sent out by 
his Majesty's Ministers, to screen or adopt the measures 
of Brigadier-General Picton, concurred in every act of 
oppression and injustice* 

'Woodyear being pnc^ suspended from his pfBc^ 
t)ieyi SIS Junior Commissioners had no right whatever to 
reinstate him ; the power was alpne vested in ihe Colo- 
nel, as first Commissioner, of appointing persons to of- 
ficial situations, but they ioiagine U^e instructions they 
received from his Majesty are merely nominal, and 
therefoa*^ i?qt worth attending tg. 

Between four and five o'clock, just as my servant was 
entering the den, with my dinner, the negro soldiers who 
guard mcj tossed it about, expecting to find a letter 
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deayounng to imitate th,^ example^ aad calqi fpr^iitude of 
Baron Trenck, wl^o^Mfas^alsp the victinji of opprcssion. , 
^ Foiir o'clock, |>. in, V,ay<H> th^ governor of thp Bas- 
tille, b^ing displeased wit|i p. little bla^k boy, who always 
appeared to me very attpntive^ ^pdvyas cpngidered so by 
the concurrent te^timon^pf t^ie ppBoners. on \Yhom h^ 
waited, was brought up to the stake, and received punish- 
ment for a .positive or, allpg^d crime,. ;]5§. fither as it 
may, it is ipapos^ibl^ to express }iow my feelirigs revolted 
at seeing tbc» despotic understrapper .(Yaljat), not con- 
tented wit|i ipflicting a, sev^e pastigatjon, b|it yfiiji a r<&- 
finement peculiar to liimself, exultjng over the bleeding 
victim^ by appl} ing limp juige to thp excoriated parts, 
which more than JUeble^, dip tor^qre, the poor boy haid 
already experienced. 

If there is any such thing existing m" the XTolony as a 
civil power, I am certain the despot had no authority hot 
his Cj^^z to ajcL as he did, in this instance.' About five 
pjcj^oqk I received the/oUowing letter, which is a coaf 
]Kincir^ proof they dare not send me to Efiglan4* 

*^ I AM c9mniaDded by tkeir ExceUqicips, t^ Cqpsus^cinersibr 
executing the office of Governor of the Cojony, to inform you .that 
you are to be shipped off to-morrow evening for .^ifqy Torh^ from 
whence you came*. 

• « I^ami Sir, - - 

<*^ Your bumble Servaflt^ . i : 

. " J. M. WOQDVJPI*, 

; . " S,ecretaryoft^eC9mjpi^<)iP. 
^* Addressed on the bacjc, 
-** Mr. ft M'Callum, 
" Prisoner in the Jail of Por^ of 5/^/77. 

« J. M. WOODYEAJR..'^ 

* Had the junior commissioners as much power as they wi^ed. 
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By thisjiif appears^ I am tobebanUbed mthout l^eii^ 
tried by eitheif the civil or military code of laws ; oi^ pro^. 
bably they kav^e no time to try me now; but that thfigr 
can do afto: I am.baaisbed. The Sf^ish code of Iwim 
must be a'veiify iiqi^le one^ b^g apparently adaptte^il tot 
every capa^ity^ for I fiod the chief magistnateof Upke di9> 
(rict in.wbich I resided before J was shiit.tuf>>herc^ is a 
tailon Mr^ Snip may> for. aught I kncHKi bea ^ood tai-. 
lor^ but I am cpnvinced he is not burlhened with a ma^d 
grainof theknoiriedgeof jjiri^mdence; ;;He.cin.sigik 
his.name^ wbibh is alLthat is ireqmred io.be a mfgistrate* 
This traldisgijsistice is btessedr(Witlia;pu]^:of Esculajpii^ 
ior his^clecki; 80 that betweent'^hej^i^aiist and the goose> 
the laooet ailid tlie mortar^ we may have! ^pijty ovit, Ued> 
palveari8ed>/ and dbaped to ^uit 'ev^i pcib^ u i Ilo is^tlot 
thie fir^t;timel' have sees a tailor Qfficaat^iiijg^tB^tt magia^. 
trate. .The instance I aUude lo.wft&iaetisummei^ inDjBM-^ ^ 
ladelphia. * c • • 

A gentleman^ with whom I was taking a walk one day^ 
iiad occasion * to' 'caU on a[ GenfiSI BSftfcr,^ii to 
deiiiocratic tailbr . and alijemiAtt?' ^'Welfbiifi^^fefeneral 
Snip; with K^. coat off, exhibj^n^ a^aifxy.^& ^a 

beaird as Ipijg as that of a.goa^ oil 3!t?' ?9ft^ftSf K!S9?^ 
that he was a thorough iaQo^inji£(H^.iQveig^(^r4^i^ist 
the bible and the iedejralists, tiE^h^ feanjued^atjdieitoudi 
and nose, and concluded in tibeikbpe^-of himng it )n hltf 
power to guillotine every fedei^i^tiimd burn eveir^^Ble 
in the United States.* There xs lijo respec^iflrf iat- 

'.-. ,; :-■ . ■ . : : .,,L 'a: , . ;. ^.'f ^ *' i ♦ 

the ordeoioall probsbiUty, woijl^. Ji^^ltais--'* TTaJ^^ 

whence you came* asd fiom thenpe to*^ place pf ea^^qmon, 8cc^* 

* TJ^JIiustnms Caldldo presented aa eiiUpaordioary ^i$g^|i^$)ta 

)iis MiO^y's Cc^mnussioneifs da^^ the.Sist of Afarch^^ i spSy^woereia 

they urgently impress on the coQimissionersi tliat tbej^rmpu^ I'dis-; 

proponion which subsi^ in ti^ .Colony betw^ tbejiyUte^ <^ all 

ill ■ . 
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lHofaeA to tine mag»tra(es in - aum^.ports c^ itbe Untied 
Statps, ^ (or I tbxxioii them in. geriera} violent. jacibins^ 
v^oot iihj;i pHaoip)e;'»Ieeted! only fot theit f»^dibipl 
«Df/die pr«i«ili<Ptiaii^nW TrfavdHiBg:oii6 iajp Jb&t sunsw 

|irecui« in^a €<inve)^dce> ui >th6 ^loee bf ' desrtiivttion^ 
distteiht i^dut tbnee hiUtl; 'He^oonrprpcdVed bne^^ abd 
l^fagrised ^6 glvt iikdAiet hdf bikdlaryaiich d ^iaS9 of 
gi^.' ItWii in limdbsb^th^ ^eni^iwhed wdddpeartd^ 
andbeuigribatlktdl^an^d firtaiitHe ^fistiJndwyi^icM 
csb%j wbfck tb^ dri^rei-itfOtlcedydlQd ofiiawi}i|KiifJ«itdliik' 
g^eftt-^ofii^ feti ei(ghtbed(^^eiice laiiii^y iviRcb>Oi instahily 
gkt^e' Him;/ ^iiift be drove m& wJPtrtb jtmbo^^hnt 
jiidgei(>ilmy-8i«^i(ey wh^l fbiMinqr &i)r<if toi>e oo 
l^aip^i^mi^; tliiBi>hii^ faoRow MiviA^ €bMf 
Joslke <rf 4he Cofiitmon >Pi^ fdr ^tibe'Slaeite ^f Hewf 
Jersey.* ., . V, . 

WW! Ffeo ,4<}.nW j™Hf^ffiW4, ^«^> P4 t^;PpOB^: of . f oIow> 

being c?")^Ri?^^^!7^» ^Pi -"f^^,.*^ ?>^°^ Pf!T^^ ^^^ exceed 
566O9 as tl^ general census shews*, imperiously requires^ Wd proves 
tnc necessity thatiihe S006 wnites, should reduce the nuihbfers,'t>fe- 

fbceaUaibdlJiahfliUeoilfa^t^ (;if Ju^ i/tai^itfi. tmdtef dxiWirrfninfcB- 
#W ftf mimw^/ t% v^tfMblif te TfiSrtMNlr.^at this iUtis^ 
irlpfttj&MJ^.l^^ly ^:apw^Jfof wai4 to ejccujpte. their ^^% p^aWn and 
ka^jieri fioy .&r diey,wilj. succeed, fi short time must xjow ^sclose. t 

Vicfe CorFuTlarton's answer to CoL Picton's pamphWpage'el. 

♦ The foUowing will no doubt amuse the reader, and convince 

^\Mm^SSiif^'^'Kii^ '^: '^^^ ^'*' ^^'- - -^■ 




tiicy/r%^Ml?xiia£^''fc'iiSeadyi^mfftbd*a^^ 
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Tt is reported, that the Biigadjer spmetiBSea^o^ r©^' 
ceived a present of a halter, brace of pi^toU, ati5 a knife, 
with a request that he would privately dispatch himself,' 
rather than he should be exalteij Jn ^ Certain place/ 
umidst the derision of the vtilgar. 
' A similar jjtnecdote is retailed of thig famous Judge 
JeflFiies'. When he Was confined in the Tower, he received* 
^ present of a keg of Colchester oysters. Greeting him-t 
self that he had still a friend left, he opened the keg, and 
to his' great surprise ar^d mortification, found a hal tar oa 
the top of the oysters r but He did iiot make use of it. — 
The Brigadier lays over for consideration ;— he may be 
staggered between the opinion of the sophists, who have 
turned weak objections ifito a thousand shapes, and the 
example of the great and divine Cato, who. shared witH 
the gods the admiration of an astonished world, whose 
sacred and august presence animated the Romans with 

Tlift/^ti^ct bak>w« bcm the JPhHada^/fia Bttfrnatth !foarml, vnll» 
4<H)tytii^s, coowp9e ouf re^fjersbs tlj^t the Oovejroor's reply ,wa3 ^ 
correc^ cue, if many of tjie Pea^jfl'p^la Juatices may be raokeij, 
with th^ gentleman who signs himfelf N. Marshall, 
From a Philadelphia Paper. 
• The following curious advertisement is copied from the Sprig of 
Liberty, printed in Gcttysbursi (Penn.) ' 

« LOOK H5RE ONCE! 
^ ^me. say I wias scared out pf ray commiteioa-r-sonie say I was 
whipfsed/ou^ oPitt^aona^ say I resigned-riothers say I am already 
htf^)^ !-7b^t:4 S*y> I ^^ wh^l.l I^n9^(^%n4 will act pn as a Jw-? 
tke of the Ifeace^ until my friendly complainajits make it appear to the 
countrary sufRcient to prevent me of doing so. 

'^ <* N. Marshall.'* 
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holy zealj and made tyrants tremble. little did his 
proud admirers imagine^ that petty rhetoricians^ im- 
mured in tfje dusty cpmef pt pt college^ would ever at- 
tempt to pto^re that he was coward^ for having preferred 
death to a sbamefal exisltence ! 

$uidde was nerer considered ^y the Romans an act 
of cowardifce ; on the contrary they deeiped it an act of 
braverv. According to them, it was dastardly to with- 
<}raw from pain and trouble^ I believe there is ik> law 
i^ainst it in the j>ible> not even a bare disapprobation of 
it. The Brigadier, when he finds himself deprived of 
all hofe,maysay to hisdarling Rosette, — *' May the friend- 
ship which imites us preserve our union to the latest hour. 
O what a pleasure for sincere friends voluntarily to end 
their days in each others arms, to intermingle our 
breath, and at the same instant, to give up the soul 
which we shared in common ! W)iat pain, what regret 
can a^ect our last moments ? Whatdo we quit, by tak- 
ing leave of the world ? — ^We gp together, we qjiit noth* 

Soon after C^omxfxodaxe Hood arrived, the Piptonian 
Gazette blazed forth several times, with a bomhastical 
accoiint of the few exploits he performed last war, in 
which they monopolized all' the merit to himself akme, 
for they' did not make it appear, that he received any 
aid from either his own crew or officers ; — so that they 
f^onsidered him as great a man as the celebrated Capt. 
Lemuel Gulliver, who conquered and dragged fifty sail 
of the Blefuscuan ^eet to port with a single packthread. 
The re-publication of these puffing paragraphs, though 
very agreeable to the Commodore!s gusto, has no otfier 
effect on the minds of the more sensible parTof the Bri- 
tish inhabitants, than that of making a common laughing 
filpck of Commodore Gw//wr, as hie IS now called. 
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' My servant brought me tbe Pictonian Gazette^ from 
i¥hich there issued the fojUbwing Pf oclamatioD^ (iated 
the 14th instant, 

'' A PROCLAMATION. 

f^ GfiOMX fi&f TiMn^ i^ the Grace tf Goiy ofibe Umted Klfigdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland^ ISng Defender^ of the Fmtih and of the 
United Cburcb of England and Ireland^ on Bartb the St^reme Head* 

• " Whereas by our Letters Patent, under our Great Seal of pur 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland^ bearing date the first 
day qH June, in tli^ year of our Lord onp thousand eight hundred 
^ one,—- We did sidMtitHte and appobt our truly and well beloyed 
Thomas Pictpn, Esq. Qrigftdier General in our army, oy sole Go-. 
vemor and Commander in Chi^of our said Island of Tmnidadf and 
also of our Forts^ apd Garrisons erect^ and established, or to be 
erected and established therein, with full power and authority to 
levy, arm, muster, command and employ all persons whatsoeter re- 
siding within the said Island, for t^e protection and defence thereof, 
as by Oiur said Letters Patent^ reference being thereto had, will more 
lolly appear. 

<' Aod whereas w^ did al^Oi by our Commission, given at West^ 
minjterf on the tbirteei^h day. of October last past, under our Writ 
9! Priyy Sesilf nomipate and substitiite our trusty and well-beloved 
William F^Partpn, Esq. our said trusty and well-belored Thomas 
Picton, Esq. Brigadier-General in our army, serving in the Wind^ 
ward2S^d Leeward Caribbee hlqndi%.^<i our trusty and wcU-beloyed 
Samuel Hood, Esq. Captain in our Royal Navy, to be our Commis- 
sioaeni for executmg the office of our Governor and Conunander in 
Chief, in and over our ^aid Islipd of Trinidadx as also, of all our 
Forts and Garrisons erected and established, or which should be 
erected or established within the' same, with full power and authority 
uiJtb*tKem,'th^.safid Wilfiam Fullarton, Thomas Picton and Samuel 
Hood,'b^ tBeoiiselfes, or atoy two of them, or by their Captains and 
Commanders, by them or any two of ^hem appointed, to levy, annn 
muster, command and employ all persons .whatsoeveri residing with- 



ilj qur wid Island irr^ ^ 9^^^^ *9?!^ ^SW* i^ ?F^^ *^"* 
ffon^ one place to ^notbfri» and eorf^rk iheig for the resisting and 
withstanding all e|)emles, pirates and rebels, both at land ai^d at se^ 
and (if it should so please God) to 'vanquish, apprehend and take 
them, aod, being taken, to nrause execution tp be done upon them, 
according to law, or to ^ceep them and presenre thcia-alMtd^ a^ their 
discretion, and e^^ute martial law at time of invasion, or at any 
othCT tiooes, and ^ ^^9i ^fiC^it^ ^ w^ll aad every thing an^d 
things, which to our Governor or Commander in Chief dotji, or 
<^Hgl^t of light to bcloin^ 5^5 ip jn4 by our s^4 ^cmpi^sion, v^r-^ 
-ence beii\g th^un^ ha4» ^^^ *^^^ My ^P.?^^ :::r . 
. " Apd wbpreas. spt^e d^ng, %i?4 cj il-mic^^ P^i^ ViUfng to 
dist]Cirb the tranquillity of our said Island of Trinidad^ have circokt* 
eS repprts, tending to weaken the establishment of a militia, formed 
in obedience to such our commands, in our said government, for it$ 
defence and protection :— . 

<* We do therefore, hereby proclaim, publish, and declare, (by and 
Yith the advice of th^ Council of our $aid Island,) that a|l ordinan- 
ce?, rules, atid articles her^fore made, for ^he levying, arming, 
mustering, conunaading and employing a militia force, witl^n the 
said Colony of ^rinUadf shall stand good and valid ;— and all per-- 
sons whomsoever, holding Conamissions in our said militia in Trir 
nidad, under the apppintn^ntof the said Brigadier-General Thomas 
Picton, or under our said Commissioners, or any two of them, are^ 
hereby required to act in conformity thereto. And all persons, 
vhether white or free coloured, levied, armed, mustered, command- 
ed and employed in such militia ^nder such Commissioned Ojpcers, 
are hereby also required and enjoined, under pain Of our hig^es| 
displeasure, tp aa in confermity apd obedience to the rules and ojt; 
4ers \aid down for their regulation and di^ipline. 

•* Witness, our said trusty and well-beloyed Brigadier-General 
Thomas Picton and Commodore Samuel Hood, at the QounciU 
Chamber, in the town o( Port d^Espana^ in our said Island, tjiis 24th 
Day of April, in the forty-third year of our reign. 

** Goif Sjrs Tms King ^ 

« 'raOMAaPJCTOK^ 

^ By Command of thar Excellencies, 

« JOSEPH M. WOODYEAR, Secretary." 
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- Jkdpid:fl^lfam^ocBtoistioil iB^it d^rly exonerated mtl 
^do'ijaiiuhgithB>iimGtid^ Itsit is^fadw caliedy fpr/ ik Bt^ 

dittlttctly e«n ^poiiffidlf p^r9«^ ftfedtfmg in Ittc Colony ^ 
lyjBfl stiryy -I "CMttcyi «bfflfel «ftitef rti^ «$rm'^^i^skfent'* 
l*d tews >«rf 'the Uftkfed Swtfe^ hfAmtrim allbw six 
ittontbd't^i^^iice in ilk* (Ddtitttffy> h^Ute ^i^p^t^Hb 
^ttlted.H^ott id j(^!ft^ti|iHtia; (^^^ bi all imbsices^ 
stttuig^iri 1M« ^iem'pted^ ^hi^ttld iJlfey «dntJniife tertgct.'. I ' 
hg^t$' 4of %e^ tb^ BftbMHs in tf^ Colobyi dtid y^ I 
HinM be jpilf^fid^^y in t^bytibfa; bht^ti^ a <$6Asidevd^ 
expence, without any remuneration. Had their com- 
£\^kbii^^^ed ^fifetn to banii^h tiifeVeMo inijglit'rki'st 
^ny oppireiisiye maQCt|Lte*tn€y might issue;> 1 suppose they 
^ottld.|bMS<ri$%cy{.<ej^ to,:. teU .jtbeir ^subjeptg of it. 

Wtejbeh€4>;mi«&ds' mie 4>]lr:i:boastied id^dk^ tof^^^^rioi: 
ditil diid^^(fii«iod>KtHr^f>'^eli 4i% delegafes of his Ma- 
j&fy desdenaiSf ftetht ifigtroriiehfedf private Ve^^'fice 
an3 public oppf-^'^sioiit' Wh^ii by a leger^^inaifi' iii 
piodem politj^^ a B^ti^h subject is robbed of hl^iriva- 
llMi^l^, priyiie^, handed down to^im by his forefaUiers y 
byionlyftioyingfromBri^tfiJitoaBritishcoloniy! .When 
by ah exirftordinlary stretch of illeg^ and wantc^i exer-^ 
Sou of itithority assumed by two Naval and Military 
Heroes, an unoffending British subject is dragged tiom 
bis peaceful habitation, and lodged in a noisome, putrid 
j^il^.tp associate with negroes afflicted with distempers^ 
thereto be poisoned, or kept at their will and pleasure* 
i^thout assighlng or alleging any crune against him, and 
after all, transport' bim, like a convicted felon, because 
fee would noi consent to sacrifice the immunities of an 



S73 TBirVELS rK. TftlNJOJlD* [Xef. 17^ 

Eoglklunan : and for this he must be ihe f iciim of yio^ 
kted law^ justice and honmaity! Where is tiie seri^e^ 
imbluduiig^^gitious wretch J howev^ abandoned, avho. 
would dare be thje adtpcat^ of «i^ dtabolicfil viUftbif t 
The houest^iiidep^dentJBogUshinaii, whose heacti^ 
open as his coimt^iancej wiU^ I wx siure, shudder mth. 
horror^ and burn with iudignatiQnjand seaentnient wheui 
he is made acquainted ilritb the furious cooduct of my 
present oppressors. Here, Sir^ yga hsiiVi^i a ppeciiojeQi eff 
speaking by proeltoi^tjofr ;? p^m^t.m^ UQW, JW^ sbew you: 
4 specimen: of ^p^ing by.p¥LFe^pb^,;ivhicho4ppeared 
as a.coiumejit m thf^-fi^^P^ peir^pbpef. ' >Jt uaM^t be r€^-: 
]^ie9ibeted;that Jirdg^;^la{;k* i^S^ ^^^Ti^fiin I>aper>: 
andtbfei Mr. A«f bife^.4c<3lo&ter^t,rUie'^t!Wi^y-|Gr;^^^ 

* iMve frequently ^n^d^ honourable /nei^^wji |dF^J[^dgp Bla^i.ii)^ 
the courfe of thefe letters, I hope the reader, wiu not ik ^pleased to 
hear a little more of him^-^jTudge Black has niSle us? Sf the infemat 
instrament twice in tortafing a MWatfayfW^nSrfeSFMidei, whtf 
was aftb^arcfe banished to t&e Sf^anidll^iaiH: 'tl^im t^WsaOteilud^ 

der the reign of the preset XJof«rao5,Bti*cfeoKl»> 4**^^^ 
know^dge of it ;— but^ he pretends to ^|f^W«ofr}W^y;has.hj^ 
suffered Christopher, wh^ gave information of their diabojjicalprod^ 
ings, ,to linger in a jail?—- ancl It is not at^lfuiilikely, that'hf lias 
been sihbe tenured for giving evidence. "Hi? Ili^jeliy^s rtfinist^ 
have been in possession of ^Ver^inforniation rek^'^llo^diis dnruhi* 
stance ever since October last ',— what steps theybave^takeaisbest 
known to theraselvQs, bijt the public! have a rigte to be iijformerff thai 
j)|icha circufflstance existed ; and, that Lieutenant-Governor Hyslop 
still commands there ! — ^and Black absconded to America ! 
. A French baker served Judge Black fprmi?rly with bread, 16 
a considerable amount, and at last became a clamorous iltm» Tbe 
judge denounced him as a brigand, and he waaf about t^be blmshed^ 
when he proposed to remit the amount of the debt, and tberdxy be 
allowed to stay ;— the poor baker, seeing there waft no other alterna- 
tive, agreed ; and he was suffered to remain in the Colony. 

f In order that you may know the principles oh which that legal 
^uiviser counsels Governors, and sometimes the opponents, I shall. If 
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/urnbhes paragraphs for H. ■r^o claufet one - of tben^ 
wrote die following: ,. . , 

" Last Thursday their Excellencies the. Coxan;i^ssiour 
ers wjere pleased to issue a; proclamation^ re^pectiijg.the 
militia forcea o£ tliis Colony, whichji at that moment^ ^r 
came indispensable, becapse there still unhappily, esj^tf 
among us some remnant of thpse restless spn;i^§.wbp 
seek to place all around on. an equalitjf^ with. their own 
happy situation. Xi i§ a, pity ,j and mgst.flevoutly to be 
regretted^ tliat ihe strong arm <rf our venerable constitu- 
tion should not reach the seducer of our defenders from 
iheir allegiance ; but, la! it so happens in some of our 
pewly ac^^jiirecl possessions^ that the existing laws are not 
imfrequeiji^y SO; far defective as. to leave ft hole for the 
^rpe.U:at9i: of even the blackest crimes to qreep Aut of. 
Were this not the case> we shouid not so frequently be 
told of the necessity of 5ucb laws as govern the other, 
British CoJonica, which at the present moment, cannot 
consist.qntlv he intrc^duceU y and of cpuvse^notmeet with 
so .many int^tances of the j^bujest infamy escaping un.- 
punished, . ^ 

^^ Ha4 a Desp^d. and his accomplioesy says thci ge- 
neral voice, been guilty of thc.same crime? in this Colo- 

you desire it, lay befoj'o yoji an opimoq, signed Archibald Gloster, 
advising Mr. Wcbbe, of notorious memory in Martimque, boW he 
inrght evade the law, and" rtiin Major-General Keppel, because diat 
excellent -Governor attempted to bring him and his partner Mr. 
Cbamirier to justice, for introducing base coin into that* Settlement. 
^ The dpcuniont will shew you the principles of those who direct 
the CQuncilj* and support the »il4 and equitable governmeiit of 
Brigadier^General Picton. . " 

*■ Col. Fullarton's letter to Commodore Hood, dated QU bovd the 
fcchooner Start, May 24, I8O3. 

M m 
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ny, for which they so justly suffered in the' mother- 
country, wheife would they have met the reward due to 
their (crimes ? 

'' By the proclamation before us, it will appear that 
all laws, regulations, and ordinances hitherto published 
for arming and embodying a militia within this Colonj^ 
are to be considered as being still in full force and effect." 

The militia, as this proclamation now terms it, is most- 
ly composed of young men, who are clerks, or literally 
speaking, drudges in different stores. The majority of 
Ihese drudges, are indented before they leave their na- 
tive country, for three or four years, for a salar}- from an 
liundred to two hundred dollars per annum ; one hundred 
dollars at least must be expended annually, in the neces- 
sary clothing, &c. for this militia, so that the pOor clerk 
who toils for a small pittance, in a precarious climate, 
from Monday morning to Saturday night, is obliged on 
Sunday morning, to attend three hours in a broiling sun, 
to militia duties, and^ after that, instead of going to 
church, to perform his religioas ones, he is obliged to 
attend store the rest of the day ; therefore, his situation 
in this instance is not preferable tp that of the field 
negro, who is allowed to rest on Sunday. The militia 
regulations are extremely partial. Those who have the 
most property at stake^ are shamefully excused from its 
burthens ; — independent of that, I know several gentle- 
men, who, I am informed, have been residing for more 
thu» twelve months in the Colony, and have not yet been 
required to join it ; consequently my case is both partial 
and oppressive, which will be seen by the following let- 
ter, adtiressed to me, by Mr. M'Bonald^ whom I mentU 
oned in the beginning of this letter.* This gentleman 

♦ Vide page 248. 
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arrived from Tortola^ about a month ago on some busi- 
ness, and, refusing to join the volunteer corps, he was 
arrested and taken before the junior commis^oners. — 
Being an:dou8 to learn the result of his examination, I 
wrote a note to him, and he politely favoured me with 
an answer, which my servant brought concealed like a 
quid of tobacco in his mouth. 

« Dear Sir, " Port ^ Spain, lAth A^ih 1803. 

" ** Yoa may rest assured your happiness, is dear to me, and that I 
am truly interested in your wel£ire. You ask me how I got clear ? 
After various interrogatories, (too many to be enumerated) and de- 
picting the infiunous conduct of the felbw* who endeavoured to vi- 
' Kfy my character, in the eye of the community ; I was acquitted, and 
aUowed to mum home^ Thet^ was no injusctba whatever laid 
on me to attend the miUua duty; which is a demoostmive proof, that 
you are not oppressed on that accounu Your oppressive suflTerings 
must be attributed to some latent cause, known only to themselves. 
It b well understood, that you Sue kn eye-tore to them, and the bare 
idea of havingtheir conduct exposed to the world, is probably the rea- 
son of their shutting^ou up in a noxious duog^n, to prevent you 
fix>m obtaining infonnation Illative to their ppoceedmgs. There is a 
forcible remark in the Literary Magazine and British Review of Jan. 
1789, which I hope you will strictly attend to, when you are liberat- 
ed ; i, e. •* that illustrious villains ought to be effaced from the 
annals of natkms, did not a faithhil picture of their crimes j^nder 
them more odious. Writers who have deigned to employ their ta- 
lents in expoang the depravity of monsters, have, perhaps contribut- 
-^ no less to the happiness of piankind, than th9se ;who have exhi- 
luted only their virtues. 

«« In stepping forth the advocate of the injured and oppressed in- 
haHtants rf this Colony, and exponog yourself to perils for their 
sake, will be ultimately a source of satis&ction, 

I am, &c.'' 

• The feUow here alluded to is Stephens, already mentioned.— 
The et^nioif preceding our arrest, this drunken blackguard came 
into » rpom whtre Mr. M^^Donald wasi si«ung with some gentlemen. 
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gEVENTH DAT OF MX CAPTIYITY. . 

I expected to have been released yesterday, according 
to Mr. Secretary Woodyear's letter, the reason why I am 
not is, that the American Captain will not take me unless 
be is well paid. 

In the beginning of these letters, I noticed the popu- 
lation of the Colony, when it was conquered in the year 
1797. Last Febrnary, ibeceosus, as extracted frcm the. 
reports of the Commissaries of population were as fWUows : 

WHITE PEOPLE. 

English ..... 663f 

Spanish . . . . . . 505 

French . . , • . 1,093 

2,261 . 

FltBE GOlOURfcl^ I^EOPLE. 

English ..... 599 
Spanish ..... 1,751 

French 2,925 

5,275 

Negroes ......* 2Q,464 

Total a8/)oa 



In the course of ^x years the population itK^^eased 
about eleven diousand ; but rndependentof thisfarcreasej^ 
it is well known, that Picton's cruelty in executing with- 
in McKay's tavern, and began to tratfacife Mrs. FuHarton's characta-. 
After taking indecent liberties A^ith others of the Colondl's family, ' 
Mr. M*Donald took him try the m»e, and* kicked bim outt)Pthr • 
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out trial, the Spanish peon, Celestino, frightened away 
many hundreds of tliat most useful class of labourers, 

which of course is a serious loss to the Colony, 

Therecannot be'a greEt3Btinst£ilceLof his inaligttantjb^r- 
barity recorded, than the seizure of Madame Delzin 
and her helple«8 family, who were brought from f^ir 
residence on tlie Spanish Main to this Island, Ij; i* 
shocking to relate, that they were put on board a leaky 
vessel, which sunk in the Gulf , and all perished. 

H6 ordered one of the plandering detachments^ which 
were frequently sent to the Mainy to seize Estevan Du-i 
bois, a Spaniard ; — -accordingly, he was broughit to tlii*. 
Bastille, and continued an inhabitant of it eighteeix 
months ; at die end of that time he was!sent to Eu^amd^ . 

It would be an endless task to investigate the whole of 
hid atrocities^ even^f I were permitted. I think I have 
held up bis tyranny as an object of detestation. If I hare 
not formed a new weapon against vice and despotism, £ 
have at kast so fiar done my duty with one which has often 
fought the battjes^ of impiety and ^o^eness. I hope I 
shall soon have it in my power to drag him forth before 
the public tribunal, arrayed in his blood-stained robes ; 
ixiA though he has arrived at such a' maturity of vice mi 
cruelty, as wholly to disregard the displeasure of hca^ 
ven, yet he is aware he cannot escape the notice ©f 
ttien, which is now his greatest torment. - ' 

In the course of this' morning, three negroes w«ie 
most <3ruelly flogge<l. One of them, whom Valiot did 
n6t like, he was instigated ttu'ough wantonness, to put m 
quaiitity of salt and vinegar on th6 excoriated parts, and' 
then cover it with dust. . > 
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EIGHTH DAT OF MY CAFTIVITT* 

About eleven o'clock^ a. m., four alguazils entered my 
ceU, and infocmed me they bad orders to conduct me to 
^ Mole. When we gc^ tbere^ we met the barboor* 
master^ to whom I was given in custody. 

He went with me to my former lodgings to get my 
trunks^ and about one o'clock I was taken on , board ait 
American schooner, bound to Hew York. At my lodg^ 
ings I met a gentleman^ who informed me that Qommis* 
sioners Picton and Hood, and .their panders^ wei^. induar 
triously curculating a r^iort that I bad been. bammed 
before from Halifax, Nova Scotia. 1 told the gendemM 
I was not surprised at hearing aay thing, however &]$^ 
and scandalous^ which came from the conuniftsioii^j ^ 
llie same tune I assured bim, that the report wa^. an jloe 
Tention of their own, and therefore tpially &}se,. 

I have now, my dear Sir, Woaght l^is u^iei^ami^Q^ 
recital to a conclusiou, and anticipate .the anxiety ycHi 
will feel at such unheard of oppressions he^v^ difGcted 
against me. I know that you will, as it were> accomp^^ijr 
me through the different gradations pf my.sufieripgs^ 
and, by sympathy, feel the various perti^bations ^tjia^ 
many would feel under the like circumstances; but to 
obviate these unpleasant sensations which your partiality 
may excite, I will candidly acknowledge, that all the 
vindictive maii<^e, all the tyrannic conduct, all the hati- 
tear of self-elected consequence, (I mean so far as direct* 
ed towards me), never operated on my feelings, so as to 
'deprive me of that internal quiet which oppressed iano- 
ctr- " •^ the aid of reflection, alwav*^ evperieuce. 
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On this occasion^ as on many oibers^ I am thankful for 
thai fortitude and energy of mind which has enabled me 
so often to baffle what the w orld may term affliction. I 
will confess to you still more. While I was in this in- 
stance^ as it were^ singled out like a deer from the herd> 
I ever felt the glow of conscious mndcence^ and con- 
templated with ardour that happy period when jiome 
fortuitous combination of circumstances^ would enable 
me to develope to the world the crimes of tyrants, 
who, avsuHng themselves of an appointment onginaily 
given for the best of purposes, perverted it to the worst, 
and, who so far disgraced their authority by acting like a 
Bashaw of Tripoli, a representative oP the Grand Seig- 
nior, not like colonial Governors, emanating from the 
bounty of a merciful and beneficent Sovereign* 1 shall 
not tresspass farther on your patience, except to re- 
mark, that these facts being handed to youj will tend to 
disclose to my fellow-subjects in Great Britain, that 
however happy they may be, however mucli they may 
pride themselves in being the first subjectsi in the world, 
in beidg dtuated uiider the influence of an impartial go- 
vernment, thot is ever ready to punisih those who dare 
oppcess tfiem, I say. Sir, it will make them acquainted 
how far tyranny may be exercised by one fellow-subject 
over another, at this remote distance from the fountain* 
head of redress. 
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; tic^i^Jh 27.thjQfJifU—^idi^^qn!i CoMditqtpf Brir- 

.^(^^ders issmd fo sciza a^d dct^ii^ Ci^lmcf Fi{llHrto7t-^ 
, J^ar^o-— CWo^f/ FyJlapfans,f^roq^4^gs e^ Bai'ba- 
|:j.4jP^— ^»,,^x(f^orf^f»«rj/^ Adv§rin(^e^-^J)kpat(;hes 
^.^fr^.J^rdfl(^b(^rt^de^^^ t^^ l^(mm M^ed m fhp 

^, J^illll^t(m*s Prodatmiiiqnrt-BpigudUr'rGcH^ral ^icfou 
" ^^^jffrseded, and takes a. French leiit^e^af the^Cf^o^j/^ 
,^l^.. is addressed bjfhisPanienyt^^tth^v with 1m 
, , jf^f^r — The Joy of the liihabitan^-^^ropeedifigi of 
' • .- tbc^CQlonel till Ms filial Departure f^ EngUiud^ and 
, fljifi.qfectionate ^Testimonials ofthej^xii^ InhaUittmt^ 



■ ^ '\ New York, Am[tui, 18C3. 

DEAR SIR, 

vJN the 18th of April last, I was banished 
from the island of Trinidad, by order of Commissioners 
Picton and Hood, and arrived here oh board the 
schooner Almira, Capt. Kingsland^ on the 19th of May, 
in an ill state of health ; but I am now, thank God, so 
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^r recpyer^da^ td ]be aUe %q coatiaue thii histoi^ical 
transactions of tkat Iskndi according to the ioformatkm 
I hfttc^tto^^. On the ^aslsagis^ Ciipt. Kingriand ioh' 
formed m^j, that he at firdt refused to take me^ but after 
a short time spei^t in negociationj and a compliment of 
seven hundred dellarSf reluctaiice Tamshed. The reason 
why, in all probability^ they were ^o anxious for my going 
in this vessel was> because part of hej^ crew were sick of 
the yellow fever } and dne gentleman^ who was returning 
to Nea; Tories actually died on board. By the active 
measures which the commissioners adopted^ it seems 
reasonable to suppose that they calculated either on my 
death or the total xuin of my health. However^ they 
have been 4isappointed ; and I hope some time or other 
to appear in judgment against them« 

Afteir I was banished^ the reign of terror continued^ 
together with illegal imprisonments and mutilations; 
9nd tnany who were thought capable of giving evidence 
against the^Brigadier, were illegally sent off tbe Island. 

Oh the Stth of April> the following proclamation 
ciBU»e brfpre the public ; 

^tRINJDm 

^ BjtbeirBxcellencies Brigadier^GeneraJ Thomas Picton and Cohh 
modore SamVel Hood^ Ins Majesty* s Commissioners for executing 
thcC^ of Governor of TnmidaAi^c. 

^ Wif^RPAs k how i^ptin that Colctael Wffliam Fxdktrton, Ur 
VL^bHtfz Ifirst C<Mimissionek- fat thitf €k>^minefit« hatb withdmwii 
himsdf thertfirdtit s^ad from tiie duties thereof witiioiit his Msgesty't 
leave, and without ^ermisuoo &om us, or any contul^oi^ ^i^ hit 
Majesty's Council of this Island : We do» therefore^ by and widi 

N n 
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the advice of his Mayesty's said Coimci]> hereby proclaim and de- 
claie> that we consider and deem the said William FuBarton no longer 
oflkiadng as one of his Msyesty's CommissioiierB in the gOTernmcttt 
of thisldand; and we require all persons^civilandmilitaryttogo* 
vem themselves accordingly. 

** piven under our ^hands and seals, at the Council-Chamber, at 
Port itEjpofuif this twenty-seventh day of April, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and three, and in the forty»third 
year of hb Bliuesty's reign. 

« THOMAS PICTON. 

* SAMUEL HOOD. 

^ By Command of their Excellencies, 

•* Joseph Woooyear, Secretary." 

On the 28th^ the Brigadier ordered the sentinel to be 
withdrawn from Colonel FuUarton's house^and threatened 
the people employed to fill up with earth some ravines 
made roand the house to cany oiF the stagnated waters^ 
at the same time commanding them to desist on the pain 
of being sent to prison ; and actually made a couple of 
carts^ that were employed filling up the ravines with 
earthy to be unloaded in sight of the front gallery where 
Mrs. FuUarton and Miss M'Kay were standing, who 
were attracted there by his loud vociferations. 

After issuing the above proclamation, and vesting all 
powers of government solely in the hands of the Briga- 
dier^ Commodore Hood sailed from IrhUdad; but, be- 
fore he sailed, he gave orders to the officer conmianding; 
one of his Majes^'s armed brigs in the Gulf of Paria, 
to obey sudi instructions as be might receive from the 
Brigadier, whoj accordingly, gave orders to seize the 
schooner Start, whenever she arrived, and detain Cobmel 
FuUarton prisoner. An embargo was laid on all vessels 
in Ae port, garrison and militia orders, together widi 
#ne for martial law^ were even issued and to be in force on 
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the firiag of three guns. At this time it was expected, ' 
that^ after the Colonel bad surveyed the Island he would 
return to Port of Spain, and therefore it was understood, 
that all these orders were contrived for the purpose o^ 
arresting and detaining him^ but in this the Brigadler^s 
views were frustrated ; for the Colonel, instead of an- 
choring at Port of Spain, and proceeding by violent 
* measures to re-assume the government, sailed from Point 
Icaque, across the Gulf of Paria, directly for Barbadoei,- 
where he received dispatches from Lord Hobart, dated 
the 23d of April, expressing, that the King had beett 
graciously pleased to accept of the Brigadier's resignati* 
on, approving of the first commissioner's arrangements, 
for the establishment and benefit of white settlers, and 
defining the powers and authorities vested in the first 
commissioner. The Colonel also received notice of the 
following extraordia^ry jadveijisement respecting the 
criminal record;;, 

"ADVERTISEMENT. 

*^ Whereas itappearsthatThirty-SixCiiminalProcesseS} in on-* 
ginaly have been illegally removed from the office of Record of the 
Pubtic Scrivener Don Francisco deCastro^ (who had been in conse- 
quence confined and suspended,) and, notwithstanding every endea- 
vour to discover the same, no satisfactory information has been 
obtained : — ^And it being of the utmost importance to the community 
to recover those papers, Pukiic Notice is hereby given, that a reward 
of One Hundred Dollars wiD be paid to the person or persons, 
who will deliver us, or either of us, the said Thirty-six original Cri- 
minal Processes, or give such information as will lead to a discovery 
thereof; and if any person pr persons are hereafter copvicted of 
having concealed the ^ame, after this notice, he or they will be pro- 
secuted according to law. 

" Port Espana, ') « JOHN BLACK. 



*^ lethqi 
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« NICHOLAS SAINT FE.'^ 
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The moment the Colonel received Lord Hobart's dfe- 
patchcs, he communicated the contents to General 
Grinfield, sayin^^ that in the event of the Brigadier of- 
fering any resistance on his return to the seat of govem- 
'inent^ he was determined Hot to hazard the tranquility 
of the Colony, by enforcing a landing, and therefore, 
should leave the question of such resistance to be adjust- 
*ed by General Grinfieldj^ as a m^re point of military 
power and aggression. 

On the 1st of June he left Bridgetown, and after sail- 
ing found the eastern side of Trinidad, and inspecting 
the different settlements in the vicinity of Port league, 
'Port de la Bra^ Naparime, and Petit Bourg, he arrived 
at Port of Spain on the 6th, under the immediate pro- 
tection of Captain Columbine, of his Majesty's ship 
Ulysses. It is an absolute feict, however incredible it 
may appear, that Brlgadier^General Picton made mili- 
tary airaoigements to attack and resist the landing of his 
Majesty's first commissioner, and orders were issued for 
the distribution of the troops, ball-carlridges, and am- 
munition were prepared*. The sentinels on the Mole, 
ai^d other places, were directed to stop and examine ^1 
ho^is whatever, and to insist the landing of Ibe first com* 
utiMdoner ; — and they even went so far as to endeavour 
to stop and examine the boats belonging to his Majesty's 
ship Ulysses; and what is still more remarkable, Mrs. 
^Fullarton was under th^ necessity of putting herself un- 
jder the protection q{ Captain Cplumbine, when she vi- 
jBi^ the Cc^nidi on board the schooner Start. 

The enraged Brigadier sent a letter with Brigade- 
Major Pitman to the Colonel, signifying his determina- 
ticm to resist him if he attempted to land, and like- 
wise inclosed a copy of the proclamation of the 27th of 

♦ Vide Appendix, No. • 



April, together with CQpie§ Off the mmute^ of co^i^il, of 
the 3d and 6\h of June. 

Tbe guilnar at the se^rfioyri, op being iatenrogaiCed hf 
the hsu'bonr-tiiast^r, r^gardipg thcj obedience of his 
orders, to fire on the Colcrael^ replied, that he n^u^t pf 
pourse obey his orders, else suffer ; yet, at tnte san^e ^ime, 
his hig)i esteem for the Colq^el, would i)i49^ hiin to 
£re Qver his bead if ||e c^o^ 9sbPfe. 

Ckk ti^e Qth of June, Colonel FuUarton SKldresse^ a 
letter 4o the Brigadier, inclosing the following procla- 
mation, contradicting the to.is-statements if^ th.e one of 
the 27th of April. 

^f A mOOLAMATION, 

" fy Wit^JAW FuLJ-AlLTON, ifij Majestf4 First CommuAaner fit 
epcecuHng the office of (Soafemor cf Trioidad* 

" Whereas on the 5!7th of Ap^il, a Froclamatign was issued, sigtf- 
ed Thomas Picton^ Samuel Hpod, stating, that the first Commissi- 
oner for this Governmenty ha.d withdrawn hiniself th^erefromy and 
from the duties diereof, without hi^ M^esty*s iieaye, apd withoijt 
permission £-om the said Thomas Pjcton and S^^muel Hood| or any 
consultation wit^ his Majesty '« CouQC.il of thi^ Island^ — ^therefore» 
by and with the advice of his Majesty's sa\d Cpuncil, proclaimiog 
and declaring, in the name of the junior Conux^issioners, tfa^t they 
considered the said William Fi^Uartpn no longer officiating a? one pf 
his Majesty's Commissioners in the government of this ^[sla^d» ^d 
requiring a^ persons^ civil and military, to govern thej^nselvie^ 99- 
cprdingly. 

« Now his l^Jesty's loyal subject^ 3^ jbet^jby }Q£>n9€t49 thait the 
said Proclamation of the 27th of ^pril, qont^ns a direct yiojktion pf 
fhe Kng's authority, and tends to excite the inhabi^ipj^ of this J^ 
la9^ tQ disohedience and insurrection. That the first Commissioner 
never dfd withdraw from his duty, nor act withput the King's leave; 
on the contrary he procMded on a mrvey and other matters^ neces- 
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sary to enable him to fulfil th^ objects specified by his Majesty's 
conunands. On the I9th of March, he stated to the junior Com* 
inissioaersy in writingy the pnbKc objects which wonld re<imre his 
temporary absence firom the PoU of 5/ai^;— and on the S4th of 
March) he laid the communication in question before his Majesty's 
Council^ who never intimated to him any objection on this subject. 

^ It is further notified, that a dispatch, dated the ssd of April, 
has been leceifed from dio Right Honourable Lord Hobart, his Ma* 
jesty's pnncipal Secretary of State fi>r the Colonial Department, in* 
timating that Brigadier-General Picton, having applied to be relieved 
from the duties of a Commissioner, liis Msyesty had been graciously^ 
pleased to acquiese in his request. / 

** And with« view of providing as much as possible against any 
misconception of the powers of the respective Commissioners, his 
I»rdship had his M^esty's commands to signify to them, that it 
was hb pkasnre that the comipand of the militia should be held 
' sokly by Mr. Fullarton, in like manner as it is held by the several 
governors in the West InMeSf SLad that as firft Commissioner, Mr. 
Fullarton should represent the executive government in the intervals 
between die meetings of the Commissioners in Council, but subject 
to the controul of the m^rity, and making the opinions of such ma^ 
jority, duly recorded upon the minutes of Council, the rule of his 
conduct. All orders that might be issued in the intervals between 
die meetings of Council, and for the promulgation of which, the 
public Secretary might not aheady have received instrucuons, were 
to proceed firom the first (Commissioner, and must be respected in the 
same manner as if they proceeded from the board of Commissioners^ 
until they should be revoked hy their authority. And if it fhould at 
any time happen that the military Commissioner should be absent 
from the Island, and that no other general officer should at the time 
be employed upon the staflFof the Island, whenever such a case 
mig^t occur, it was his M^esty*s pleasure that the military conunand 
should devolve on the first Commissioner, in' like manner as it has 
been prcfvided for in all bis Msyesty's governments in the West Indieji. 
** The first Commissioner need hardly enjoin the dutifiil and loyal 
subjects of Trimdadf civil and military, to give due obedience to 
these orders of hii Msyesty. 

«• WILLIAM FOTLLARTOK. 

^* Goo Savb the Kimg.'' 



Let. 18.] A HORRID PLOT. S87 

By the hostile measures which the Brigadier adopted^ 
no doubt whatever remains on my mind^ that it was 
his intention^ (if the Colonel exhibited any indication of 
iisiilg force^) to render the Colony a sci^ne of civil war- 
fjare^ and in the moment of confusion^ devote to massa- 
cre every individual capable of exposing his ddinquen- 
cies ! 

The plan of this intended massacre had long been con- 
trived^ and the scheme of justifying it fNrepared^ founded 
on the unavoidable consequence of the Colonel's alleged 
Tiolence and insanity.* The numerous individuals mark- 
ed out for destruction^ would be stated to have &Ilen a 
sacrifice to the generous indignation of th^ better order 
of virtuous iidiabitants^ resenting the imputation thrown 
out upon the character of the ^ irushf and well-beloved 
Brigadier-General Picton ! 

On the 14th June> Brigadier-General Frederick Mait«* 
land^ arrived from Barbadoes, and brought Brigadier- 
General Picton the following letter from lieutenant- 
General Grinfield. 

^* Sit» ** BarbadoeSf June IS, ISOS. 

^ I HAVB the honour to receive your letter and the minutes of the 
CouncO of TrfffM^y both dated the 3d instant. 

^ I have long seen with the most serious conoera flie unfortunate 
disagreements among the gendemen composing the commission of 
the government of Tntudadt hot I was m hopes that matters 
would have been acQusted without a reference to me>-^t as you and 
the Council holding the government of that Island, during the ab- 
sence of the Comqu8sioners» have addressed younebes to me^ and 
desiring my interference^ I think it my duty to do that which I think 
will fiilfii the intention of his Msgesty $—1 have therefore directed 

^ Commis^oners Piaon and Hood^ in their joint letters to Loid 
Hobart, of the 24th, ssth of March, and sd^of Aprils chaig^ the 
Colonel with mental derangement. 
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Brigadiei*-G^fleral Maltlaod to relieve you id the military command 
of Trinidaif wbo \irill hkVe htm me ditedtions fifr His immediate 
coDdvct* 

^ Giveine ]eafeitthe9atetuJie^tosa:^tkt4)kobg^^ 
necessary to place Brigadier-GeDor^ Maitlimd iastietd of llonn^ ill 
the military command x)f Trimdady it is not that I hate the small^ 
occasion to be dissatisfied with any part of yom* military eonduc^ 
bat that at this moment I consider an officer Ivho has not had any 
participation in the existing differences ihost suitable to the occasioiu 
" As the ohders ofyeaterday, a cq?y of which is h^re^^ritli ibdo^ 
edf exf^^ssy it is my desire to ^e yoU tA mttditiitt^ a^ ydti nutf 
judgo necessary, for your arrangemeAts, pref io ti s to your lea^iBg 
Trinidad; you will, therefore, not hurry yourself^ either ia eomilkg 
hare or going to Ewropei either of which b in your option. 

^ Ihaire diehoBourt^beifii:^. , . 
*' YoorTcryobecfiehtapdhttiidde'aartkii^ 

« to Brigadier-GetieWl Kcton, 8cc. iSfec.^ * 

Brigadier-General I^ietoh knowing it was pot grudent 
for him to remain in the Colony a moment after he was 
divested of his command, after taking an afFectiog .leave 
of his darling copper-coloured Rosette, he precipitately 
^mharfeed on boafd the ^rig Ni^l^, tilTddr cdvef blF^the. 
night, 5ind igimediately sailed, , * ^ ^\. ' 7 * 

Prior to tKis his panders werf^ very t^ctiye japrocurjuigL 
signatures to the following a^djdr,e^^vwhich<wtt8 preaeRted' 
to him oa the4th of itm^; asd^dut of aix hmidred'aad 
sixty-threie En^i^h infaabit«n«8 in tll^C!b}bta^> ib^^^^ht 
«ly<%ii^d \\, #lHch is at ohce k conVincitl^ ^bof of the 
Bttte este^ hi which they bbW hiih; 
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'^ To bis ^xcdUncTf lRri§(fdhr'QeneralTHO}(i^s Pictqn> 
ojji^ 4jf tf^ Ccmf^miQmrs for €^cfiutmf( tk^ f0ce ^ 

^ THIS A-mmSSS Ol^ the PHiHCtPAl; PHOrRiCTOHS AN« IMHASf- 
TANT8 OP THS 5 AID >I81.AHD. 

' *< W^ ^ose name ^ undersigned, owners of real property, and 

. (rinc^al residents pf Trmi4ad9 pepptrated with seu^ents of vene« 
ja^n ^ respepty beg le^ve to, approach your Exc^Hency, with our 
warmest ackno^^ledgipents, for t^e wise, jequitsible, an^ successful 
measures whi^h have so long.apd so eminently marked die admicfis- 
tradon pf your governments in situations of die most extraordinary 

' difficdty that could possibly occur in a West India settlement. 

** In a conquered Colony, possp^sinj^ thi^ seeds of inteilpr insur- 
rection and insubordinadonf — menaced, and even pfeparaiions made 
for attack, from the enemies of the British empire without— destitute 

*4i(islbii»Q{wvm g^foAiik <:osS-^aB»rn9f»tov^^ assault, 

.^naypd— presprricfJ laran^i^ ftn4 -erder, an^ jmfi^f^ hif Ji^c^ty^s 
loyal subjects with the strongest confidence-^ypur vi^Uance, ycmr 
vigour, and your activity supphed the want of physical forces, and 
you obtained,firom your enemies,the greatest eulogium that can bebes- 

tQWti^3Jf'^3!fpi)h9ilf^tf^A PROCLAMATION SETTING A PRICE 

tjPON YOUR HEADi^-^for they were well conviilbedthat wtiile you 

♦ The sycophai^ts Who signed this address ought to have pdinted 
Oiit distincdy the **<wLdom 4^nd equity of Ms successful measures^ 
Por my own part, t am at a great loss to compr^hefid the eqcfity of 
torturing hel{dess^women and ch&dren, mutilating, haiigm]g,^d burn- 
ing several unfortunate creatures, under suspicion of holding conv6f fe 
with the Devil, and dbpensing with legal forms to satiate his revenge. 

f This is ietailyiase'; ^dTd^f Ins^rhoie hosteif paiidert^ 
'point out one -solitary instance in -support of ^eir assertion ! 

"% This -pfockmationjby'-the 6cwemor-Genera4 of the Ciirrartw, 
<in^inated irom^he •Brigadier'yfrequeot attempts ioxornipt -the inha- 
bitants of the Main, whom he afterwards deserted, and ^kft -cb 4lie 

Oo 
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lived) and governed THmJaJf but Bunt hopes could be entertained 
of its being recovered by the combined enemies of Great Britain* 

^ To the gracious Sovereign who sways the British empire, the 
most beartldt gratitude is due, not only for the great benefits we en- 
joy under his most mild and auspicious reign, but for his continuing 
your Excdlency in die exercise of your military functions, and as 
.one of the Commission for the government of Trinidad; and in 
order to manifest more explicitly to his ro^ view, and to the world 
at large, our affectionate regard for your Excellency (to whose 

ENERGY WB OWE, UNDER GOD, OUR LIVES AND PROPERTIES), 

We beg leave respectfully, to request that you will do us the 
honor to accept a SWORD, which we have ordered forthwith to Be 
prepared in London; and we most fervently pray the Almighty Dis- 
poser of all events, to give your Excellency long* life to wear it, and 
we doubt not of the honour with which you will wield it, when called 
upon to act, as a General Officer, in the Service of your King and 
Countryi 
« Trinidad f 28th April, 1803.^ 

*' To this address his Excellency, with his feelings* 
evidently considerably affected^ by this conspicuous and 
unsought testimony of affection and esteem, made the 
foHo wing reply*: — 

•* Trikidad, June 4, I80s. 

** OMNtmUSiff 

** My success in preserving the Sovereignty and tranquillity of thi« 
important Colony, during dangerous and critical times, with the v^ry 
inconsiderable force entrusted to my command, is to be attributed to 
the general and steady co-operation of the Proprietots at larger whose 
;t«d and aftivuy, on all trying occasions, merit my warmest acknow« 
ledgments. 

^mercy of thttr dEended government, who put many of them to death* 
A copy of this proclamation came to the Brigadier's hands, which he 
, printed and circulated, thinking it would add to his military fame. 
. * Vide the Trimded Weekly Coursmt Extraordinary of the f di 
.gf June, igof* 
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** Tou9gendemeB»w]iQperBj9QaUy\ntnasedthedificiikte 
to «tn^Ie withy fropi the commeiicenient, tl^roas^ut the vfhdk . 
period of my extended command, are alone qtpfi^e of jusdy appre- , 
dating the merits of my ado^imspfa^on. 

*< I accept the Sword you have done me the honor of voting at 
a public testimony of your opinioo^ much etdianced hy the time asA 
handsome manner of its declaration. 

** I have the honor to fae» 

** GENTLEMEN) 

^ Youf very ^thful and devoted humble Servant) 

*f THOMAS PICTON. 

** To the Gentlemen of the Committee, 
** for presentmg an Address to Brigadier-General Picton/* 

Another address was presented by his panders^ to send, 
to his Majesty, requesting that his resignation would not;> 
be accqjted. A copy of which I am sorry was not traqs- 
mitted to me. 

Colonel Fullarton landed on the 17th of June, from 
his Majesty's ship Ulysses, accompanied by Captaia. 
Columbine. All the vessels in the port voluntarily hoislr 
ed their colours, except the one commanded by Captaia 
Romaine, who was under the influence of Mr. Glpster. ; 

On the Colonel landing at the Mole, he was received 
in the most gratifying manner by all descriptions of 
inhabitants, both civil and military, exceptiqg ten xxmor 
bers of the Illustrious Cabildo, and four members of th^ 
cooncil, with the rest of the infamous wretches .devoted 
to Picton and his sanguinary measures. In King^stre^t 
the miUtia corps were drawn up, when the Colpliel w^ 
received with presented arms, saluted by the officers as he 
passed along, and escoried to government-house by a 
detachment of regulars and the light infantry^ It was 
with tnu&h difficulty that the inhabitants wererettraiaM 
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fiM dettkMM^Kit)^ tfa«tr jby bj a gdiieml illimiiiiaCioti^ 
Wfetifc *o6tflrf feitifr heea rerjr daiigfeTbtW in a town ^- 
tilreiy Wi wiih Wbdrf. 
4 The G>louer9 first object wai to snmmon the mem- 
Itn of the council on the 20th. Some of them who 
had been steady friends to Picton, refused to act,' and. 
signified their reasons in writing. Woodyear, tliat 
wretched tool, tendered his resignation ; though he prov- 
ed unqualified and unworthy to fill the important situ- 
ation of public secretary, yet as he had been re-instated 
by Lord Hotjart's order of the 23d of April, the Colonel 
declined accepting it. 

A new council was immediat^fy fotmed, consisting of 
men much more respectable than that which composed 
thflidld one> and moire dittinguithod lot their principles 
<jf fbbdenhtiwi. 

Soxm after this> Colohel Fnllarlon received a letter 
from Lord Hobart, communicating the declaraUbon of 
ko^itks M^iHs Ftd^ce. The Isktad was instantly put into 
a fomidable sitate of defence ; but amidst the hurry and 
anxiety dtteMUng dti these active duties, the Colonel was 
Mt tmitiindM of promoting to inquiry respecting the 
t^at^ral history of the western hemisphere. 

In cot^uotion with Dr. Anderson of St. Fineeiet, Mr. 
Vai^os*, and «tber scientific men, h^ prepared the plcA 
of a sodety, ^ oliject of which was to diffuse a spirit of 
foquify, and collect information telativie to the various 
«ibj^t»not Ofdy c<nniect^ wtt^ natuml history, minera? 
hgy, but oliemical r€se9)rciies,and a^cult^ual improve^ 
ftient^ in yWm<laitf,whhcoc7eBpondiiig members: in dl 

< * hit^ ¥ar^ is ft geBrieman possessed of grei^ practical lu:qwn* 
ailuKa^eneraHdim^ey^decpfegalHDowM kavingbeensecie- 
B^lP .\lv¥e viic^oys in the oew Jtin^om of Grgnoda^ at Santa Ff 
iHBagota^ 
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pyrls Gi South America, and the West India Idolids. f * 
am scMty to say d)at this plan wiU fall to the grooi>dj aa^: . 
the Colonel is re*caUed> and bis sac<?es6or has no taste 
for sQch laborious pursuits. 

On the 27th of June^ Colotiel FuUarton visited the : 
lilmtriom Cabildo, and demanded a sight of their pre*- 
ceedii^ dnrii^ his absence from th^ Colony, which was^^ 
rcbctalstty granted. 

. He found that this Infamous body of disgraceful mis* 
creants, had recorded a mass of calumnies and falser 
faood against him, uneqialled in the recorded transactbns 
of any government, whidi they fkbricated and transmitted 
to Lord Hobart, with a view of repelling the criminal 
accusation and impuUttions against the Brigadier, and 
savihg him, if p08siUe> fiom the vengeanpce of the laws 
of England, which he so often reprobated and insulted* 
In tbe niean tidie, Uie Colonel received letters from 
England, iniforminghim dftat his Majesty's ministers had 
resolved to direct a jodic^l imnesUgation of the charges 
against the Brigadier, who must be obl^^ to return to 
England for that purpose. As soon, therefore, as the 
Colonel had imlQiivgdd the ((>tdrqd ij?;gul^fo^ of the 
government, and put the defence of the Island in a res- 
^edtabte degree 6f fotwatdncs^, he proceeded to refiite 
by evidence, the falselioods which had been industrious- 
ly fabricated against hiau He obtained, by Mr. Wood-- 
year's examiiiation, a eon^plete and specific lefatation of 
the whole of a^hat thttt disgeaeefalimetrtalia^serted .; who> 
It seems, corresponded pn^atisiy with one of his Mt^es* 
ty^ titttisters,to Whdmlfe tririiStoitted his fabrications. 

Whilst ihe (iblonel had Me^^rs. Black and St. P^ 
under examination, Brigadier-General Hyslbp arrived/ 
which unfortunately prevented hdm &om ai\y f uriher iu--. 

^est^aticfB of tJkds f idtgeet. 
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The Colonel received Brigadier-Greneral Hyslof) on 
his laading with eveiy mark of respect^ who delivered a 
letter from Lord Hobart^ dated the 20th of May^ the 
contents of which the Colonel communicated to his 
successor and the Council. Next day preparations were 
made for receiving the new Governor publicly, and*hi$ 
own departure, which took place oh the 20th of July. 

I shall now close this historical detail with the . 
following address to the Colonel, which will prove, 
beyond a doubt, the high distinction in which be was 
held by a very great majority of the British inhabitants 
and others : it is certainly the strongest panegyric on 
his meritorious conduct. The first add^'ess is signed by 
two hundred Englishmen of respectability, while the one 
that was presented to BrigadieiwGeneral ^icton, on the . 
the 4th of June, is signed by about fi%, most of whom 
are implicated in the crimes alledged against him, and 
the rest, independent of being unconscious of any public, 
virtue, are dependents, and leagued together to sci^ea 
their chief from justice. 

Address to Colonel Fullarton. 

^ To hh Excellency Colonel William Fullarton, bu Majesty's 
First CommUsionerfor executing the office of Governor in Trinidad. 

<^ MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EZCELLEHCY» 

^ We, the undersigned Merchants, Planters, and others, inhabit* 
tKM%ciTri9udad^ beg leave to assure your Excellency of our un* 
feigned esteem, afiection, and confidence. 

^ We feel, in the highest degree, sensible of the paternal solid* 
tnde of our gracious Sovereign, in appointing, as first Commissioner 
of this Island, a man whose talents, integrity, and honor have been 
so often and so highly tried and approved ; and lament exceedingly, 
thiit we have so long been deprived of your Excelknc/s pi'esence 
amongst us» by an opposition as extraordinary and unexpect^ aod 
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we coocdve it to be unjast, unexampled, and improper* We assert 
to your Excellency our disapprobation of the Proclamation dateA 
** Trsmdoilf April 2lih" as repugnant to justice, and inimical to the 
peace and wel&re of the Colony, and of the resobtion of Brigadier- 
General Picton, and his Msyesty's Council, of the 6th of June» as a 
direct violation of his Msyesty's command, communicated by Lord 
Hobart's letter of April 23d. 

** We beg to express to your Excellency our full conyicdon that 
your Excellency is, in every respect, worthy of the high trust reposed 
in' you by his Majesty, and our confident hope of soon seeing the 
Colony flourish under your wise, prudent, and conciliating measures, 
as sole Governor, and in the administration of the equitable and ad« 
mirable system of British jurisprudence. 

^ We led it oor duty to declare our admiration of the prudent 
and wise measure of your Excellency^ in pursuing, at the moment 
you chose for diat purpose^ those oljects of his Majesty's commis- 
sion which could effectually be carried on at a distance Grom Port of 
Spahtf and assure your Excellency of our belief, that this condua 
contr^xited most certainly and efficiently to the tranquillity which 
this Cbknry has continued to enjoy. 

«< We have the most perfect conviction that your Excellency's., 
government in Trimdad^ will a£R>rd comfort and conciliation to all 
around you, and that your well-known disposition will speedily heal 
ail differences which may, unhappily, have appeared amongst us ; 
and beg to assure your Excellency that you will receive every sup- 
port and assistance which may become loyal British subjects, from 
the undersigned, who are happy in this opportunity of declaring, in 
this plain manner, our^warm regard and esteem for your Excellency's 
character and. person. 



•* James Rigby 
A. E. Crookshank 
K. Lynch 
J. Montgomerie 
Thomas Paull 
W. Brown 
Thomas Smith 
G. Fitzwilliam 
Philip Camm 
W, Patterson 



A.Watherson 
Jasper Lyon 
John Wilson 
George Dickson 
William Dickson 
James Fisher 
John Poulk 
Robert Bryce 
George Barclay 
William Ball 



David Paric 
Thomas Kenny ^ 
James Perry 
John Cririe 
W. Findlay 
Stephen Judkin 
Robert Bums 
W.M'Kenzie.Jun. 
John Timbrili 
W.Carr 
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ILtt. IB. 



T. MVamara 

' Joseph Timbr^ 
JdkiSeweii 
S. W. Bradsbaw 



A* CampbeH 
Jsnifs Iiargvof€ 
W. Stdfim 

SiiiioQ Witt 



J«3.Rftth(wfoid;Ffaiil«r Robert Boag^ 

W. M*Kay Cher. d*AmaraiHt 



B. 9. Walker 
W. M. Brown 
Richard King 
A« Symons 
M.R EmbletoD 
W. Gray 
W. Lorimer 
W. Broadfodt 
Henry Wardion 
Akxander MkckeM 
Oeorge Potter 
Alexander M^iotofli 
W«Her&.^ohQ 
W.Caldwell 
Anthony Moore 
John M'lutosb 
Cop6tan)dpe £gaxi 
John GauntljBtt 
R. H.Smith 
James Rose 
JcAmFkntlay 
Maxwell Thompson 
JdmM^Kay 
Robert Gibsoi^ 
J. S. Griffiths 
Samuel Janes 

w.9«t©dy 

Jacob DavU 
John Reef ^ 
Thomas Davis 
Georjge Munro 
Charles Chapman 
William Hann^ 
Richard Kennedy 
W.J.Roberts 
W. W^pc 



A*Sa¥im 
Charles D.Iibut 
Ruby Flyn 
Joseph Rivers 
David J Rivers 
John Horan 
Josepli Tait, jun* 
John Farquharson 
Josepn Dimpson 
L&WFsnce ttekh 
Edward Canwy 
Fredenc)^ T. Lynch 
Jeffiy Lynch 
John Sapdcrsop 
J^Di^Tayior 
ButelSiuVilJe 
J. p, Lue?.JJe?upre 
John Pierre Saulger 
W. B. M*Namara 
W- H. Scott ^ 
John A. Savery 
Isaac DidcsoQ 
WUHsm Proctor 
Marc. Fi-ansedu 
Edward Johnson 
Antoine Gshdie 
Thomas G.SVfer 
Simeon <2>anj^e 

Davjui JSu]^49n4 
J. y. fodave 
J. P. Meftd^ 
John Diggan 
Pable GlaseppI 
J. F. Williatms 
George Allan 
G. S. Mtddietoii 



Lacfalan WBexn 
James Adrian 

II.Wt^Bgl«ll 

ColmAdani 
IB.Af Cipttaoi: 
Kidwbs Wf9l 

J.T,Rx*y 
G«DpDcaster 
Garry ^ Reach 
J. Campbell 
Thomas Sanders 
W. Patten 
Jdhn Maaro 
Peter Momsoo 

K. '«J« ovCpAeOS 

W.Kflfiy 
ThorauWanrick 

J. AfMe^e^ 
Alftyaj^w Bum 
William Bosp , 
jQS(eph fnieiniin ' 
William Perry 
T. T. Pasea 
t^homas H^ham 
John Shaw 
John VtvCrotyic 
ThommlEdwards 

• J. ThMlfdSOIl. 

Abram Dickson 
Johp ^oailey 
S^«et:MotiaB 
James Sh^m^m 
Anthony 4Silk9 

R. Skinny 

James Bburlce 
JohnThatcher 
William Tdmie 
Thonm Edgar 
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J. Staurart . 
JDavid M^Cowan 
W. Walker 
Patrick Casey 
James Jack 
^ — M^Comie 
James Anderson 
Daniel M'Intyrei 
James Harvey 
W. Benning 
John AllasQO 
William Stephens 
Edward Rivers 
Edward P. Wolfe 
Randle M'bonneg 
Thomas Gibbons 
J. W. Martiadale 
P. Dougn^e 

• Renisson 

*— Lordat 



Le Cher. d'Audat 
W.Bord 
Luc Mazeley 
Rene Pecheto 
W. Kewley 
tUarM^Kefler 
Thomas Brett 
Jean Bonevit 
Thomas Roberts 
Logan Mitchell 
Joseph Morgan 
Antonio Mendez 
Thomas Pickbrd 
E. ConoUy 
Henry Leatho'm 
G. Redford 
David I)avies 
James Davies 
Richard Davies 
John Thatchie 



Williara Tolmie 
Thomas Edgar 
R, Townsend 
•Stephen Chamley 
J.RutherfordsSur.Gen , 
John Smith 
John Mathrson 
Lotus Crombet 
Johii Hallam 
Robert Hutchinson 
James Johnston 
George Shevig 
James Whittak^r 
James Cleghorn 
Arthur Robertson 
Simon Glayas 
John Banks 
John Smith 
J. H. JacQbs 
D.A.Alcal;! 



*^ Colonel Fullarton's Answer^ 



*^ GENtLEMEN^ 



«* Port of Spain, July 12/^, 1803. 



" It i» impossible for me to ekpres^, how much I am gra^fied By 
the testimony of confidence and approbation conveyed in the Ad* 
dress with which you have honored me* 

*^ At any period, I should h^ive my public conduct highly distin- 
guifhed by such a declaration, from so respectable a body of men» 
including nearly all the iuhabitaDts engaged in mercantile concerns^ 
and so many others possessing extensive property, and deeply inte< 
rested in the welfare of the Cobny. . 

** At the presexlt moment, however, additional value is atts^ched 
to the unsolicited estpressions of your sentiments, from the transac- 
tions which have occurred since my first arrival in Trinidad^ and from 
^099 mis-statements, cotttrtved for the purpose of repelling accusa- 
tions of antecedent. ddinquency, by nsw aggressions, and of every 
s|>ecies of aspersion. 
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•* As the proceedings to which your Address alludes, as weH a$ 
many other traT^sactions, must unavoidably become the sutject of 
public discussion ;— ^ shall only at present express my satis&ction, 
that you, Gentlemen, who are sq well acquainted with' the local cir- 
cumstanced of this Island, haw declared your unqua]i&d approbati- 
on of the pHnciples od which I acted, and of the moderadon. and* 
concilia^:ory tempier from which I have nevvj* deviated. 

« I have hai the good fbituw to experience very genen^aiid' 
efficient support, in my endeavours,, by gradual^ and progiesisTC 
means^ to accelerate the growing spbit oTxrultivation sad impn^re- 
ment. 

** 1 shafl ever feel with exohation, that during the short ptnod m 
which I hate acted irr the Govermnent of this Island, it has fallen to 
my lot to vindicate the Engfish aame and character from iriurioit^ 
imputations, and to reKeVe the ifihabitants from a system of illegal^ 
violence and oppression, directly contrary to the mil 4 wise, aodT 
liberal policy enioined by the instructioos ol'his Majesty's Ministew^ 
and the jestaUished principles of . British junsprudence. 

** I have the honour to be, 

•* With the greatest respect and esdmatioflf" 

"Gentleman; 

** Your most faithRil and obedient servant,* 

(Signed) *< W. ?yi4WyftTQiI.- 

•• To the Hon, Cofc Rii^y» and the G«ml?mett^ 
who apc^P^pamed.hun.wiiih Uift Addf«§^i^' 

"^Address of the t^eo^te of Colour, British^ 

** JuijE 17, 1803. 

•^ To His Excellency Colonel WlitrAKT f tn.L:A'ltTONi ISr Sh^eHj^ 
• Pit'itXiiifnMiUibnirfbY^eiMng the 0jfict tf<M;emor offbt hland- 
tf Trinidad. 



■ ** Wb^ His M^ty's loqw^lJlcitiA >iAiec*s> tl>ep«j^ of colour of 
firimda^9ipaie^t/tdy^*9mian^t»iii re^p^t and veneration, be^ 
ieare to approach your Excellency, with our sio^rof^. cpngratullMiU^ 
«niB on the return of your £xcel|^^ to your Govemment.^ 



£«/.ia.| 



apbr:^^^. 



m 



** Vfe iMtably ^ leaye to jqiq 9^,1; jthai^s ^od tnjmHfjfin (wiU^ 
the od^ BvitLsb inhabitants) of the wisji^ip* prudeDce^and modera- 
«fcion which j49^faed your Excellency's p)n|duct, on an pcci^sion this 
most alamung fp, ^ loyal subject? ^^--wf (^ply lamented t^ dim- 
culties your .beloy^ Excelleocy had t<f, o^ouotcr, ia iul^lluig tbs 
jjracious will pjf^i^ bqioved Sovereign, j 

" We^ a5 5(^Jia^^j<i»egreates,tpai^ pfj^ Majesty's natural and 
loyal subjects, have xegretted mucht th^ fi^dignkies o.i$?red.to ypu|r 
Excellency, but fee) the greatest satisfac;t(N) ^t^iat they have served t^ 
cast a greater lustre on your Excellency's character. 

** To the most benevolent of Sovereigns, he vfeo sways the Britiih 
^fdptifc, the wanb^stthMu tre dne^ nott ^V ft^tte wisedidke'ile 
has made of your. i;X9eU^nffy> bvt fpf mo^qg all British subje6u 
think and kd that they live in ^ British Colony, afld have a Britis)^ 
Governor* 



f^ Lewis V. tji Bliac 
James Douglas 
George Por^ Erye 
^baHes Grant 
Thomas Claxtoa 
Geoig^ Gleaay 
(John Harrison 
WiiliamDyet 
Aodrew Hitfailtoa 
Peter Amey 
TfBlaudio 
Richard Harper 
Abraham Amey 
JoSsfik An^y 
Stephen NiheU 
John Cooke, 
/ames Stilling 
A«Raveoe 
{jLiehard Wilstoo 
James* Stewart 
Wm* Mardenbrougib 
pavid Cuvige 
Jno. Bapuste Valmore 
S^aedkcW.CMUfBB 



MUBarkcFSQn 
A. C* Jackson 
J* Johnson 

A. Aud^iio 
lienry Kr^g«M . 
WiUiam iUmor^ 
John Birikmyre 
flichard Bhemdn 
Charle9FjftTell»«eo, 
CharLwFanT!ii,iufi» 
Wm.Cbrk 
Wm.M'Millai^ 
WnijCorbe^ 
B.Ha|Sgim ' 
Peter Manipbofo^^ 
J. F<Hhe 
W.Foike 

Oharltt Cbempiea 
J»0. Brawn 
CDyer 
J. TWbou 
/. WetbeFal 
W, Delany 

B. Dwy«r 



J.H«mflm 
/. Steel 
IStBeftie . 
J* Bronr*p . 

J.BlBCfr 

M.Bo«Qtot 
William Lyoth . . 
SbeoezerTodd 
John Munro 
Ji^n Macke . 

^adrew Sflvt^. 
$imon WKmzin 
Peter Dun^lie 
Richard Rilen 
JobnW^Uiaflls 
Jc^ftPortetis 
idsepb^ftfoycrs 
Wm.|I^Si^ . 
R.M'SllitiNr 
ThoiQiaa M^^uin^ 
Jam^AUers' 
J0hn Alitirs ' 
Joscfhwdekbami 
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Charier Kibbe* 
S. O. Tf'aylor 
James Browne 
John Pyi^r 
Joseph A. BlandiQ 
>VilJiam Coakly , 
Abiiham Alyaris 
George Rutherford 
Charles Nathan ^ 



W. HOibert 
W-Ha^ell 
J. Morson 
T. kerretf 
^. Branter 
5,..^. Jesup 
J.Thomas 
T. C. Artenstell 
T.piiipp5 



rtenry O^nen 
BenjamiD Wamep 
Johii Morgan 
G^^ day 
WflpuScaggin 
'An<JrewRavene 



>* Atiswer to the Address prfs9nted 'tO' 6d. Fullarton^ 

, . - . . . • . i, 

hj the Prittsh Peopk of Colour. 

** Gentlemen, 

•* Th^ Address with which you have honoured rtie, has conveyed 
to my mind ^e most sincere satisfaction. 

** From what I have personally experienced durmg my residence 
in this Isluady I ani well assured ^t the sentiment of loyalty it 
contains, will ever & zealously supported hy your adherence to the 
oath of allegiance, voluntaryy tak^n to bur gracidus Sovereign* 
which biflds you to the strictest iobediencef to the laws, 'and in return* 
secures to yOu, under every ^thfiil Representative of the King, that 
protection and those blessings which by our happy Constitution, it 
is the chief gl6ry of a British Monarch to bestow, 

" Accept, Gfeiltlemen, mybert thanks £>r the favourable senti- 
timents you express of my Conduct, in the different circumstances 
which have occurred to obstruet my feffort^ for promoting the wel- 
fare and happiness of all the classes which compose this valuable Co- 
lony, it has been my earnest wish and endeavour to introduce the 
principles of conciliation, and to afibrd inviolable security to the pro^ 
pcrty and person of every individifiJ. On the other hand, it gives 
me the utmost satisfaction to bear this piMc testimony, that in no 
instance have I e^er found either tlfe whke or coloured popiiladon ot 
TrinUad inclined to deviate fi'om due order land subordination. 

<* I feel highty gratified by the confidence y6u are pleased to ex- 
press, that in fiilfilling the trust Feposed in me, all the inhabitants dT 
Trinidad will experience the blessings of a British govemraentw— ^ 
Were not this my first pbject, I should but ill diScBirge my duty t« 



the Bang, thdt neglect tkte tirise and 19)^1 instructioill by iirhidt 'tis 
Ma]e5e|^.^8 MiniBiars hoped to ensttre: the prospeir&y and improive- 
mentoftheSettleflient. [> ; -r 

/* Be assured pf my cordial wishes for your tappine^St and my 
firm reliance, that, by a continuance of your present loyal and obe- 
dient conduct, you will ever rank' afnongst the most valuable and 
respectable subjects belonging to the British dominions. 

^* I have the honour to be, 

. •* GENTLEMEN,' ' / 

^ .** Your |aithful and obedjent.servant, 

(SifenedJ « W. PULEARTON/' ' 



JLETTEK- XIX. 

3R&C Yellow Fever-^^New York Deserted — Jnecdott of 
a Reverend Clergyman^^Case of a Stranger — Retnarki 

, on the Origin of the Fever — Distressing Cast <f a 
Young Lady-^General Observations on the Jrts, Com* 
merce, Maimers, and Factions of Jlmerica-^A Letter 
respecting the Robbery Committed by Jeromt Bondk 
parte at Capt Franfois. • 



N«w YoftK, OSfl^, x8oj. 
PEAR SIR, 

X HE yellow fever commenced its destruc- 
.tive ravages in this place on the 17th of last July. , The 
mala3y& understood to have been imported in the French 
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jhip:I# Viatox?ie, from Capp Fnmoih ^ ^ '^]^xld^ Si* 
•iSbofim^. Tbe diptainjoonfessed that some ^f ^cuair 
had been ill previous to his departure^ but Aef had iJl 
recovered I -yet, it appears by tiie evidfetice bf on^ felso. 
a custom-liGuse officer, who was stationed on board 
Vhile the vessel wa« dis9^^argiag, and observed paTjt of 
the crew sick, that the first person ^ho fell a vic- 
tim to this direful disease, was a youiig man of the name 
of Smith, a clerk in a store within a few yards of the 
place where tiie vessel was unloading, and who was ii| 
hid)H of.S^9?|g on board to piagiie a monkey :^he wa| 
taken ill on the 17 th, and died in six days after^ 

Part of the crew of a brig laying close along^side d^ 
the Victorie, died in a few days, though they went into thft 
country. The Victorie came from a place, where UiQ 
malady was daily destroying considerable numbers of 
Bonaparte's blood-hounds. Though these circumstance^ 
were known to thf United Statts^fytt, thequarantine laws 
were not enforced, which is one of the evils atl^ndin^ 
all feeble inefficient governments. 

Thia peatileatiai matter seems now to.l^e firmljr fixed 
in the Umted States, far it appears to. have been.commii- 
ting its ravages, during a. period of ten 8ucc5eBsit^ years^ 
Alternately, between this place and Phihi4tipki^\ 

Before>4he dOth of July, the whole of the east side of 
the town was entirely abandoned bjr the inhabitants^ who 
fled for shelter to the country, but still the malady 
opened^in other parts towards the middle, and the num- 
ber of deaths continued to augment. Having no idea 
that the disease was contagious to the extent I have 
since found, I felt no apprehension for my own per- 
sonal safety, and therefore walked out ejvery day. A 
reverend clergyman, who has often changed his ppHtical 
opinion, urged his congregation, mostly composed of 
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iNorth Britons^ to remain in town^ telHi^ tbtem^lbal the 
Lord sent this caliamity to puhish the wicked, for their 
Ingratitude and disobedience; tfaerefc»re it wa»insalting 
the Almighty if his congregation abandcmed the town, 
instead of remaining to administer comfort to the poor 
and distressed. He enforced his arguments by teHing 
them that the Almighty would protect them in the 
midst of danger and disease. 

Notwithstanding all this preaching. Ire was one of the 
first who decamped, leaving his flock to take care of 
themselves in the best manner they could. This reve- 
rend gentlemen has often been inconsistent, for in the 
early part of the IVench revohitibn, he was, with many 
others in the United States, a great admirer of the 
blood-thirsty patriots of France. He even went farther ; 
lie both: prayed and preached for the destruction of the 
British coiistitution, and was, ill the year T794, a mem- 
ber of a jacobin club, of which one (^ the Livingston fo- 
toily was president. The object of this chib was to 
proscribe, and finally to destroy any one in New York, 
"Vho entertained sentiments in favor of England, For- 
tunately for many, the president died, and his infatuated 
colleagues changed their political sentiments, as well a» 
ihe reverend chaplain, wlio had hitherto inflamed^ their 
minds with the idea,^that mankind would never be hap- 
py while the British were masters of the sea ! I now 
find liim as violent against the French, as he was for- 
merly against the British. 

In the year 1793-4, it was dangerous for any loyal 
Briton to appear in the streets of any of the sea-port 
towns df America, and in frequent instances, the laws 6f 
hospitality have been violated in the most flagrant mannef. 
lEven at present, the Americans, with a few exceptions, 
VavS^ a'deep footed tmtipattiy agarnst the Britfebt' ** 
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^ I W93 walking one day in Pearl-street^ soon after the 
yellosf fever assumed a formidable aspect, when I ob- 
served a genteel dressed person laying in one af the 
shambles, and a negro standing close by him, of whom 
J inquired who the person was, and the reason he was 
laying there. The negro replied that he was a stranger, 
fropi Virginia, and had been in town but a few days 
before he was taken sick ^ that he been turned out of his 
lodging the preceding night, and was obliged to take 
shelter in the market, because he could not find a house 
to receive him ; — ^he had resigned his breath a few 
minutes before I approached. In the mean time, the 
dead-cart, as they call it, came past/ in which the corpse 
was thrown like a bundle of hay, and carried to Potter's 
field, the common burial place, situated about a couple 
of miles from town, where large holes are dug, in which 
the coffins are promiscuously deposited without ceremo- 
ny. It frequently happened, that the labourers neglected 
to cover the coffins with a sufficient quantity of earth, by 
which the putrid effluvia became so offensive to the ol- 
factory orgacis^ that it was almost impossible to approach 
the place. In addition to this, the wharfs and slips on tlie 
north side of the town are very offensive, particularly at 
the bottom of Vesy-street, where a large bank of putres- 
cent matter is suffered to form, which I am sure, cannot 
be in any way conducive to the health of the inhabitants. 

Dr. Pringle somewhere observes, that such filth has 
little influence in producing pestilential diseases; but 
one w ould suppose that the putrid exhalation from that 
£lth, combined with the effluvia arising from other con- 
taminated matter, must be destructive in all hot climates. 
A glaring instance of this occurred lately in St. Domingo* 

When the French appeared off Cape IPrancois, in the 
^begintiing of Februaiy 1802, the negroes burnt the town. 
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which of course created a great quantity of rubbish, that 
fermeated, and in a short time emitted an effluvia ex- 
tremely obnoxious. The many negroes who were wan* 
tohly shot by order of Le Clerc, were suffered; to lay and 
putrify in the streets and other places about the ruins^ aft 
well as the French soldiers, who shot themselves in the 
agpny of disappointment, for there was nothing for th'eiu 
to plunder. Before the end of the month, the hospitals 
which liad not been consumed in the conflagration, were 
very much crowded with sick soldiers afflicted with the 
yellow fever, which destroyed some thousands of them 
before the end of six months. 

May not the epidemic which now prevails in this 
place, have ils origin in a similar cause? 

Some of the inhabitants, who could not conveniently 
leave the town, crowded to Greenwich Street, on the 
north side ; but the fever soon manifested that no part 
was free from its destructive grasp. I was one day in 
Front Stieet : near the lower end 1 observed the sick- 
cart belonging to Bellevue hospitaL Having approached 
near enough on the opposite side of the street, I heard 
a female in distress, saying, — *' For God!s sakty do not 
take me away y — lam not ill, — / have 710 Jeter ^ — it is 
only a slight indisposition" The ruffians dragged her 
out, and forced her into the cart. They were a couple 
of Irishmen. I asldSd-one of them what he meant to do 
with the young lady. He replied, — ^' In troth^ your 
honor, we are only going to take her to the hospital, thafs 
all" But then, said I, if she is not aflected with the 
fever, it is extremely cruel to treat her in this barbarous 
manner. The other replied, — '^ I'hat they must obey 
their orders^ and take her away whether she had the fever 



or not!^ 



Q9 
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IJpoa flirther inquiry, I learnt that this young lady 
bad lately arrived from Ireland with her ftither and 
mother: the. former had gone to the back country to. 
|>archase a form, and provide for the reception of his^ 
family; and the latter^ whabad beeh for some time in 
iil^health, died soon after ber hasbaiid^ departure. 
, This young lady^ in a foreign Country, destitute of 
ftiends to jsympathise.whh her, took the lo$s of hei? 
mother so much to heart, that she became melancholy. 
She not knowing wheie to go when the fever broke out,, 
rendered hersituatioa peculiarly distressing ; and the in- 
human monsters in the house wtiere she lodged, willing 
ijo get rid. of her in any way, infomaed the Rjealth Com- 
mittee that she had tte fever; and oficourse was instantly^ 
i&agged away,. without the least ceremony or delicacy .- 

During my travels ia the United States, I have seeik 
too^many iiislances of the extreme waht of chaiity in the 
people of the Gauntry.- A stranger ne^d »oty therefore^ 
expect 1iO^ find them endued witb those godlike senti- 
ments, emanating from the dictates of ehristianity : the 
"woes of the distressed would as soon move the feelings of 
a crocodile. I need not go further than this place ta 
prove that Christianity, and every remnant of its^ benigxv 
influence, seeui to be rapidly vani^ing^ The Clinto^ 
mon> or. more properly, spwiking, the Jacobin faction wha 
compose the political majority of this State, have their 
-constitutional priests, who preach against the christiaa 
doctrine, so. w^ may anticipate, that in a short time 
jdeisib, will be die predcaninant religion*. 

♦ Soon after this letter was written, the following Bill was laid 
Wore the Legislative Body of i^rginia. 

** ATfact to amend an acU to reduce into one^ the several ads cosfcertt'^ 
ing Slaves, Negroes and Mulattoesm 
" Whereas it is represented to the General Assembly, that it is 
a common practice in many jlaees \yithiQ the commonwealth, ^t 



Wit1» reject to tbe arts $Xki scieace$ little can be 
jiB\d ; the people in general have no taste> and tl^e resi 
;are top sordid to encpuiag^e tbeir cpltivatioa. Ti^e Ame- 
ricans boast of tbe rapid incr^^e pf tbe polite ^r^s^ anc| 
impose on tbe creaulity of all jPurope. }t is tJ^m, tbere 
is a literary society in this city^ bat it i^j fof the moat 
part, composed of a pompous set of ^rjgsj, attomie^ 
their apprentice^, an^ clerks^ who have stated meetings 
to smoke ^egars and drink grog; and^ if s^Qoking Q. 

.6Uves, Free Negroes ^d Mulattoes^ to assemble in considerable 
numbers at meeting houses, and places of religious worship, in the 
night, whi(;h may have a tendency to promote conspiracy and in« 
fiurrection. 

** Be it therefore enai:ted-:-Thgt ^ Bieetings oc assemblies of 
•Slaves, Free Negroes or Mukttoes, at any meeting-'house or houses 
•or any other place or places in the iugbt» uod^ any pretence what>- 
;€ver, shall be deemed and considerjed asan unlawful assembly. And 
that it shall be the duty of any Magistrate of the county or corpora- 
tion, where such assembly shall be, either from his own knowledge 
•or tbe information of others, of such unlawfiil assembly or meeting, 
to issue his warrant, directed to any sworn officer or officers, au- 
thorising him or them to enter the house Qr houses where such tin- 
hwfal me«tings4ffe, £6r the purpose of appreb^94iAg or dispersh^ 
the Slaves, Free Uegroes and Mulattos, gnd to inflict corporal pur 
nifhment on the ofi^nder pr ofienders, at his discretion, not exceeds 
ing twenty lashes. 

" And beit hirtber eaacted-r-That the said office pr officers, shall 
liaVe power to summon any person to aid «uad assist in the execution 
«f any warrant or warrants direc^ted to him or them^ for the purposes 
^resaid, who on re&sal, shall be subject to a fipe, at the discretion 
of the magistrate, not exceeding ten dpllars. 

" All acts, or parts of ^as, coming within the purview of this act, 
cshall be, and is hereby repealed. 

** This act shall be in force, from and after the passing thereof.*' 

This, gende reader, is emphatically the state of iih^tj and equality, 
the liberty of whipping the blacks for attending religious evening kcW 
tures. 
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segar, be a literary qualification, they may certainly be 
ranked as the first society in the world*. 

The American newspapers do not indicate any refin©* 
ment in literature ; on the contrary, they daily exhibit 
such low vulgarity, as must tend to degrade the country 
in the estimation of foreigners, and have a pernicious 
effect on the morals of the inhabitants. 

The first newspaper publised in America^ was the 
Boston News- Letter, on the 24th of April, 1704; the > 
second one, on the 2Cd of December, 17 19 j''dtFhila^ 
de}phia, entitled the American Weekly Mercury. In 
the year 1774, the number increased to twenty-five, and 
in the year 1801, to more than one hundred and eighty, 
which are circulated, fi*§e of postage, from Georgia, to 
the Province of Maine. The leading party papers, sup- 
porting the political sentiments of the President, ai'e the 
Aurora, published in Phiiadelphia, and the Citizen, pub-^ 
lished in this city. The former is conducted by a person- 
of the name of Duane, an Irishman, who escaped the 

* Bonaparte has lately become a member of this literary society ; 
hewill>no doubty make it more conspicuous, and add something new 
to the ait of jmoktng I The following is a copy of his letter: 

*' Malm AiBOSf Germinal ^0^-^Tear 12. 
" I have learned with interest by your letter of the 24th Decem- 
ber, 1803, the establishment of a literary society of JV^w Tor-* ; 
and since it has been agreeable to your academy that I should be one 
of its members, you will make known to it the pleasure with which 
I accept, and that I am grateful for the good opinion it has of me. 

** I salute you, 

« B0KAPART5, 

*f Mr. Edward Livingston, 
^* Presidei^t of the Academy of Arts^ 
* iVw rorJk.'' 
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gallows in England, atid the latter by one Cheetkum^ for- 
Hierly a hatter in Manchester, yrho fled from thence^ in 
the year 1797-8 for sedition, and was conveyed oa board 
an American ship at Liverpool , in a chest. These Are 
the instruments who dictate to a majority of the United 
Statesy and are the present ornaments of the American 
press. The Amerieaiis pretend to say, that the many 
thousand outcasts who have fled from Europe^ to take re- 
fuge among them, have given a ccmtaminated feature to 
the American character, with regard to faith and honor; 
but if we look beyond the period of their independence; 
we shall find that their faith and honor has long been . 
the subject of complaint. The Archives of the Board of 
Trade, whose presses are loaded with complaints and me- 
morials against American injustice and chicane, will fur- 
nish ample proofs. These complaints, about one hundred 
and eight years ago, gave rise to a declaratory law, the 7 th 
*nd 8th of William the Third. But this act did not restrain 
them, for at that time there was no country in the world 
that could boast of so many law-suits, or so much bare- 
laced chicane, for the law was then as it is now, their ^ 
general study. It would be endless to state the different 
means to which they resorted, to deceive the British cre- 
ditor. Volumes would not contain them. In the year 
1732, the merchants dfGretff C/*?7am, finding themselves 
so shamefully duped of their property, petitioned par- 
liament for redress, and obtained a second act, which con- 
tained special clauses for defeating the schemes of their 
ingenious friends, the Americans: however, they were 
even then so fertile in invention, so fruitful in the arts of 
deception, as to defeat the intention of this supposed 
salutary act by perjuiy. Since that period perjury be- 
came, as it were, a privilege. A subsequent act was ob- 
tained,* to put an effectual slop to American subtlety ; 



but tbift itf^ shared the. same fate with the rest; all the 
aetft 10 the universe woold not compel them to 4o justice 
to the British creditor. 

Prior to their revolutioD^ as they termit^ the commoot 
eostom was^ when a British creditor sued his debtor^ the 
letter found means to procrastinate the suit to an inordi** 
Bate leugthj which it seems these pec^le^ so expert y^ 
the knowledge of the law> disco:rered the art of doing 
with a ^mall expence^ but when they could not ward off 
the evil day of execution any longer^ u^d their effecta 
must be sold^ their last resource was to ^t a friend to 
buy them hack again at Vendue ^ in which case the wor^ 
thies, or^ as th^ celebrated Edmund Burke cajled them^ 
'' good men and true/* ware sure of beipg " true" to each 
other in defiauding the coawK^ etmiiy, as they t^^a 
dtyled the British. ^ 

The same practice has been followed ever since, j^ 
young man serves a while in a store^ that has kt^ up ka 
credit and reput^ion with siome of the merchants an4 
manufacturers of Engiand. This young man embarks 
for either London or Liverpoal^ loaded with letters .<rf 
intooduction ; and in consequence of |bese lietters> he rer 
turns with a great quanjtity of goods 09 credit. He may 
find it convenient to make good the first and second payr 
ment agreeable to the time stipulated, which he is ena? 
bled to do, by sacrificing part of his goods at public veur 
dm. In consequence of this, he procur;es a double quan^ 
tity of goods, for which he never intends to remit, but 
disposes of them with as little loss as possible* The 
term of payment comes, and the British creditor is anxi- 
ously looking out in vain for a remijttance. After a 
while, powers of attorney arrive from England, and 
are acted upon. Executions being out against him, h© 
takes ' limits, whence tlxere is little difficulty 
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in getting extricated. As the kws are so very favorableje 
he takes the advantage of the three-fourth act, by which 
means he is soon enalbled to retire from the limits Witt a 
large fortune, — a fortune, which the laws of his country 
have put in his power^ by defrauding the British mei^ 
chanta and manufacturers. This, Sjr, is the most cooi- 
Bion and readiest way of. making a forttine in AwMricdy 
of which many hundreds have availed themselves, and 
which they deem meritorious. 

There is another source of vexation which I wish to 
point out, in order that it may be clearly understood. 
The American captains encourage, as much as they pos- 
sibly can^ the desertion of the British seamen.r When 
tiiey get here, they can at any time be made citizens for 
the value of a iloUar each, which is given to a person^ 
who makes oath th|?it they, or any of them, were bom in 
the United States: upon this the collector of the custom* 
grants a protection ; and should they happen to be pres- 
sed/ they are claimed by the government as Americaa 
.citizens* 

About the beginning of September, Citizen Jerome 
Bamiparte arrived in Philadelpkia, and made a spkndid 
appearance driving about every day with a curricle and 
pair. A paragraph, inserted in the Philadelphia Gazette> 
insinuated that it was the same of which he had robbed 
a Mr, Myers^ at Cape Francois^ in February 1 80 1 , That 
»uch robbery had been committed, was flatly denied by 
Citizen Jerome's friends : and the editor of the gazette, 
willing to substantiate his <»iginal assertion, said that he 
should ^eel happy if the implicated person, or any of his 
frieods> would satisfy the publicof his innocence, butat the 
same time, he knew an English gentleman at New Yorky 
who was present at the time the robbery was committed. 
Under these circumstances, I addressed the following 
letter to the editor, which he published: 



• XeV Tot^K, 1 c.-* SepUmier^ 1803. 
-SlE, 

** I am modi siutJiucd tisat acr persoc vccli be fbsnd to deny 

die robbtry winJi Ckuen J^tock &:c:ip&ne ccmmitted, in the 

WGXxse of the comck bdcng^cg to the lise Mr. Jicob Myws, at 

Cape Fraiems ; — if it was coc 2 rxberf, k vas an abandoned den- 

adoa from justice. I was at tbe C^ ar tlie time, and saw Citizen 

Jerome order it out of Mr Sockiey's store, wbere it was deposited, 

and rode away in it, acoompanied by his sister, Madame Le Ckrc^— 

It was oerer retamed to Mr. Myers, oor the xihe of it; bat theciti* 

zen may say be acted accotding to the Fiench commandment : 

** Coiet and take wbaterer yoa see, 
•* French lixrty makes all thbgs free." 

About the middle of this month, the fever, after hav- 
ing swept away several hundreds, began to abate. It is 
deplorable to reflect, that this State, which composes a 
wealthy and respectable portion of the Continent, seems 
to be doomed to endure something more than its portioti 
of naitural and political enl. We find her capitol peri^ 
odically scourged, by the visitation of a dreadfiil and 
destructive malady, and her internal tranquillity perpe^ 
tually disturbed; by all the angrj'and malignant passions 
which spring from the base and perverse spirit of party. 
No where in jimerica does the fire of faction and caltim- 
ny rage with such ungovernable fury. Here the goddess 
of discord holds the fluctuating balance, malignity 
smiles at its perpetual vibrations, adding her torch to 
the fire of resentment, which consumes in its destruc- 
tive progress, every moral principle and every social 
feeling ; the ties of friendship, consanguinity, and every 
domestic enjoyment are destroyed in the dreadful con- 
flagration. Every day brings forth some new incentive 
to wrath, and mingles fresh gall in the bitter cup of re- 
sentment. 
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ji Cmfprjf Fian^ of the ffisipricul Events m St. Poimng^ 
Jrof^thi^yfiurX790tUllQ02. 



• ^*W Vote, Diwpfcrjb itou 
DEAR SIR, ^^ ^^ 

oOME iime ago, vague accounts reach^ 
edineot tHe fleath of my piiich lamented friend Oe- 
n^i^ Tous3i^int. Although it is not, by any nieaas, k 
cootintiation of the subject I liave been attempting to 
. delineate, y^t I cannot resist ^e temptation of giV|tig ybu 
an abridgement of mjr travels in the island of wbich lie 
was governor, wliere 1 had th6 opportunity of bein^ 
acquainted with one of the best of pien, that ever go- 
verned a kingdom or a colony— whose character will form 
a striking contrast with those of Picton or Hood, the xte^ 
memb ranee of whom I Wish tp ^e^puiige from my 
imagination. 

Nothing of any consequence <;anV ^d of my fnend 
Toussaint'till the early ^riod of the French TetoWtion, 
when the endeavours of L^ Amis des Noirs, prevailed over 
the African slave-dealers, after a content of five years ; 
when the inoral and physical evils of tl>at disgraceful 
traffic were fully developed and ascertained to thje French 
people. The conviction of truth w^ then followed by e^ 
flow of honest inciigoation, and the voice of the ^eopl^ 
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called upon their legislators to wash away the natiou^li 

stain. . ,_ „. 

Ai this time all was t]*anquil>. at least as tranquil as a 
state of oppression would permit ; but^ political tranqui- 
lity can only be enjoyed in a country tliat is blessed with 
a free constitutioQit Th^i^ltDLation izf J^e American co- 
lonies is very different : in all instances it is that of a pa* 
ralytic— one part torpid, whilst the other is aflfeeted with 
<!be Witnlic motiohs o$- k. Vi^s^s datace* -tbc* fir^^ in- 
terference of tlie^iiMioftal^fe^fetttfjSy'in^^iie affair of the 
colonies, was by a decree of the 8th March, 1790, which 
declared, that all free persons, who were proprietors,, 
aitf^rigi\fentso?twbyfeSrs standing, and who contributed 
to the exigencies of the state, should exercisethVrights 
jof vPjtipg,,.v!{liich constituted the qiiulity ^6f French citi* 
^^ejj. .. Thi^aa large portion of the prop rletoi^ PJ[?P^rs 
^^f .i^t. Ppui^ingo^f cpnsistqd qY free peopje .9fJcQWvr^ o'r 
^^9^^^ ^'ho ^/id sQiue mixture of Afi jc^ifi Wopa. , Tfiii 




. the.,^^^ve.,AiVicaiu, Jl^'pif^l^ many of that class^ vfo-e 
. disUjjgpjsfifad by thQirvy^JlJUj tal(^,nts aad iiUe^ri.ty,'je^ 
u*% irHf^^;.^'^^^^*^^ ih'^m wi^l^. every contemuU and con- 
^4ii^alljJ?^W them in ia. kind ^at* prpsgni{>tipa.. ^^Ith9^5h 
vt^e^er^ alrea^ ,ipeptjo^ed, coufi^wd the ecjicl of 
Louis XlV". in^be year 1685, the whites would not Sl^ 
^jmt^h^ ^d^;;^il«ges,! . Thed^ 

^.figiftltp.eplighten^inej^y^^^ ait ail^ougbt to 

- -b^^cg/epefal as iday-light^ yira^in the \yretched ijsland&, 
! fle&t^a^^ to. j^wj. a^tapqi; Jig^^^ ^r> the j residencj^ V^^.^l^ 
li Pl^l^^'^^')^*l^^ ^^: ?^ox wji destitute in^gf o wiis. lo ^it ia 
^ ^ai-jlv^fjss ia bisrh^t. ,The.]^^ople.c?f colour appie^led to 
« ooinrugn jnslyjc aad!C«ijjin9nseu$.5^j^^ to- no pur- 

« — 



ligbts ^^^4K>ai9xxinuiitenDns exi8tied> in 3;t4)idi tfaey mntot 
^6% feU-« sacrifite to .tbeii pride and their re^eaatiwmb 
^» CffBoi pn>dino^j omtlve; i^' October folkMiog^ a 
fieeoad decree^ ^bich i*evoked in knue measure ^ pre^ 
ijediag one; and oKiBiiiBsted to tlie nohappy idasfei aui(»1t 
cruel 'ftrte -if possibk^ wbefdbgr' the Nationd, AsaemWjr 
becametfin iccomp^ce ia oppnaaflftoPi beeauae tbey-iient 
airmiea of fteemei^to siaintain the reigo 4>f\des{teti«69i;; 
Beaice^ howeY^c, jiras not the coosequ^ace of ihk.df^sit^; 
new ^6sei|^tk>ns: arose^ assassination apd i-evfoilt JHS^naBve 
frequents; Maudit, a Fxench officer of raiik> lost hb life 
Ir^ the treacherous haods of bis own CQuutrymeniaod 
Ogee, a planter c^.coldur^ who }lad exerted himsoif irl 
tFr^^e ia the cause. of bis .brethseo, resoled to,su}^rt 
tl^eiv. ju^ |)a:e tension ai ti arm. ' . But he was taken atid 
broken . altTe npoa the mhtei, . together wit^h twenlj^-five 
ef his i^llowers^ in the very «ght of the negBoe?. jf the 
blood-thirsty sons of Europt, educated in the habits of 
improved iSQciety^ and affecting t9 &el the precepts of a 
mild and merciful religion, can forget this tbems^lves^ 
and insult th^ir own nature^ ought tl^y to wot^r that 
the African shoi:dd imitate the |iatAem« and , if possible 
improve upom their example i The horrors of the un-r 
fortunate Ogee's death, sra* the harbinger of future 
crimes. In the mean time, the National Assembly found 
it necessary to dedde l^et^een the contending partiesi, 
and on ike 15A May, 1791'>vpas3ed a third decxee^ copr 
-sisting of two articles, the iir^jof which ^ent sp faf as ]to 
give a confinnation to that pf the JlSth October, a^d the 
-second, decided upon a right the people of colopi ea« 
joyed for upwards of acen tury ; but this, instead .ofrestftr-* 
ing peace, was the cause. of all tlie subsequent exiU ^t. 
:f)omnsp ^^^ sustained, fi?r on the iui*i val of tb? deq:pe, the 



wfait^ were rtnickiritii e6ntlenMlio»;Mtli^ 1m^^ 

fMstic, nd^ pledged' to sacrifice Ibcir KveB^ rither tliaki 

Mfiier itg operadon. Hie lesoH of thietr rage^ wbtcb* 

indeed bordered on phreaxy, traa a proposid to tfiearo^ 

ratQ thd Freodi iiieidi«t»^-4o «ear dcmi the ju^mI 

flag» to hoist the Britisb ataiMaicU-^to loU and destiny 

tiieir <^ipoaeiitSj wbo had befece this fled for re&ge to 

th^ Inends in Ae interior* During ^e wkote af ^hU 

period^ the slaves (arthey were tbaa caBed) temuiied 

in their accustomed state of subordination ; nor was ^ till 

die month of August 179I9 that the least vpnptJam of mf 

aurrectita appeared amongst them, Ihou^ a consider^ 

able nuinbarofotherpartMs had lost th^rliires. Itmusi^ 

however^ be con£B6sed> Tbussaint'wasone of the few wh^ 

Mi convinced^ that no aUeriation of tte miseriesihejaus- 

tinned was' ever to be- anticipated from the Eur<^>eaa ty« 

jradts; hence^ be was w^ aw^Bune^at the present crkifiwai 

the cmly opportunity dfemiinetpatingthemaelves;. hope* 

less of relief^ and aggravated by every specie^ oftmidky, 

the plot which had lUi^eady been well laidj bBbkeout alF 

out^y like a;voleano^ and' spread teiMr and desolatiod 

6ver the island . If the cold cruelties of despotasm ba^e 

ho bounds^ what can we expect i^m &e parostism <JiF 

despair ? Surely ample allowance ought to be made> tf^ ' 

in thb instance enormities were committed; A>r riiey 

weit, taught the eirample from their oppres8<Mrs> of wtueli - 

1 beg leave to notice a sample that wift freese your very^ 

soul wiUi horror. Hfflre a white, (yes, a beautiful FiencK 

lady,) lately plunged a negro into a bmming dven^— ano** ^ 

ther whitfe dashed out the brains bf a child in the pre*^ 

sence of its father — a third fed a slave wkh his own pro*' 

per fled>. These are the monsters who have to account 

for the barbarity of the revolted necrroeg. Millions of 

Africans have perished toihH soil of blood.— Yon break 



fl^Cfery at^p, tbe bpt^o{ t^ inbabHaiits tp whom i^Rtiur^ 
h«i4giveii tb«9? isjaix% ai^J yoji fljudder at tbQ retain 
ai^ of jtheir y<Qii^a9oet. Jn this dreadfiil striiggk^ tbe» 
Qi«9»es of the wbit^9 are yet the most horrible ; they are 
the ofepri;^ of despotism^ vrfiStt those of the negroes, 
€»igmate in tbe(|iatred of ^Iftvery^ the thirst of vengeaoce, 
}i| the foTiHhle yi^l^tioii of female chastity^ we tmce the 
iwst 4^\fiM\^h extremes of brutali^^ and^ in the eati-- 
ispatic^ 0f siea9iiMlity, the loss of life is preferable to it« 
iiisgrace ; W paodesty is Qot coined to the capadty of 
a blush, nor ^elnaihility to ^ particular form and feature, 
liet this account then be settled by the inhuman slave* 
dealer, ox the imperious plantcs*, who compelled to his 
depraved embrace, the unwilling object of his lust, 
file exa$peiated slave, who gratifies by this hateful act, 
not his sensibility, but his resentment. 

ijave human crimes their origin and cause^^in human 
afi^jrs.? Or are they incited by some malignant demon, 
i»bo{H>si^essing himself of Uiat cup of affeption> the bu-» 
iBiftD heart, pours out its contents, And fills it with poiscm? 
Ms^ ! we vainly seek in fable the apology of their depra* 
vity ; and ui^ppily tfce causes of these transactions, 
ii^iich would sc^ce meet credibility on any other part of < 
the globe, are in these regions of guijit too i^parent. 

Avoidtiig the repetition of such disgustiiig barbarities, 
Di^rmi t me to take acuzsory view of the subsequent events in 
ivhich Toussamt himself bore the principal share. Soon 
afker the war jbrok^.out between England and France, a 
few treacherous whites wient to Jamaica, and represent- 
ed to the* governor of thatisland, how easily Ht. Domingo 
jQ^ght be conquered, but ^\^ four years experience, the 
'io9$ ofthirty'threc thfnisand men, and about forty mil/ions 
^rU^, they were forced to abandon the shores of 
5/. Ih9mnjgo. t)mmg that period, the negroes held 



tiie posBesi^ion of the nordi, and the people of ^cf^lont 
held that of the south with the bwbariitii Rigand «A 
their head, who mmed at supreme attthority. This Toulk 
saint eould not reconeSe to himself^ becaase he knew* 
the mCiiattoes to be more oroel^ if possibl^^ than tbe 
whites^ therefore thought H ^dvisable^ with the Mficuf^ 
rent voice of hjs fellow-^soldiers^ to contest every iadi cff 
ground with them. In this he suceeed^^ and ristored 
tranquility t& the island^ ^ich had beeft ^ ten years a 
prey to tbe horrors of faction. He declared skdemnly^ 
whilst he was in command^ -he iH all that was in bis 
power to bring back happiness to bis countrymen.— 
Forced to fight against the interaal and external enemies 
of the French republic, he made war with courage, ho- 
nor and loyalty. Towards bis bitterest enemies. be never 
swerved from the rules of justice ; and if he-used all^ 
Aieans that were in bis power to conquet', he sofight as 
much as he could^ to allay the bonojrs of war, and sp»# 
human blood. He held always as a priAciple, the^W* 
giveneas of ofiences, as ^e first and most proli^netit safef 
timeat of humanity ; — and ai^er victoi^, he £&oeiv^'% 
friends and brothers, those who the. day beifiMe ^were 
under the enemy's colours. By the oblt^ion of "^mki 
and faults, he wished to eause the la#ful and s^i^ 
cause of liberty to be revered, even by lis vilest efti^lmes. 
He constantly made his brethrenin arms, both general 
and officers, remember that- the distinction they*^were 
raised to, ought to be cdttsidered bat the rewotrd of hb- 
nor, courage, and unblemished conduet in private lifef 
having been raised above their countrymen, the m<*e 
prudent and circumspect all th^ir actions ought *o hef^ 
that the misconduct of public ioaen brought on societj 
more fatal consequences than that of other citiiaens ;— • 
that tbe hotiars and offices they \v^« iuveste4 With^-^rf 
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givea to th^m^ not to promote their fortunes^ or. $err^ 
th^ ambition, but bad for their motive and. object the 
.^jablic welfare ; that they imposed on thempubhc duties 
to. he fulfilled, before they should think of tKemselves, 
.tl^te impartiality and justice ought to dictate all d^ir de- 
,ci»ion&;-rih^t. th^ey ^ught t^o repress all vice8> eontinu- 
,ally stimulating their activity, w«^tchildne$9 and zeal. — 
JHLeexp^ined to them thij holy maxims of religion^ to 
.prove t))at man i& nqtliing without the power and will .of 
Go4> that the duties of a christian ought never- j^o b^ 
neglected; and.tbat when a mai\ sported with Prpvidence, 
.be ought to anticipate a dreadful death. 

In several of his proclania^ns> he pointed out the du^ 
lies oi fath^j» and mothers towards their children, and 
.|be ob%^tiQa imposed upon theory to direct their early 
tatt^aaion to the love and fear of God ; — having, alyirays 
regarded religipn as the b^xsis of all virtues, and. the 
\£»undatioA of happiness in society. In effect, who have 
ifSjM^ tt)^ greatest misfortunes in this colony ? Men 
^without rdigion .or any moral sentiment. Such was Ge- 
^^era\ Moyse. , What did not Toussaint do to bring him 
vhack ag^n U^ virtue, justice and kindness ? — to change 
iim vicious inclinations, and to rescue him from falling 
Jheadlong into the abyss of destruction ? Gqd knows it. 
Instead of listening tp the advice of a father, obeying the 
. orders of a chief, devoted to the happiness of the colony, 
he was guided only by his own passions, following his 
hateful inclinations, and he perished in a wretched man- 
ner. ; the reward of treachery. . The justice of heaven is 
slow, but infallible; sooner or later it strikes the wicked, 
and like a thunderbolt, crushes them to pieces. 

I shall not dilate on this part of his conduct any longer, 
but pass on to depict the reward he received for his well 
fenovvn fidelity towards France, The Chief Cpn^ul of 
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Trance never intimated to himi, that lie edncltided tL 
peace with his enemies, though he had plenty of time, if 
he felt so inclined. Toussaint was apprised of his in- 
tentions only through the means t)f the American papers; 
1>ut on such reports he placed no dependence, as it ap^ 
peared incredible to send so large t force to a peaceaUe 
colony, unless it was to reduce the brave Haytianv ntgain 
to slavery. Toussaini was tossed on the billows of xai^ 
certainty: but when he reflected a little, and contemn 
plated on the Netherlands, the first vi^ims of fratcmi- 
^sation, stripped even df a name among the nations, 
groaning under every species of oppression, their pro- 
perty plundered, their persons enslaved, their rights sub- 
verted, their altars overturned, their temples mined, and^ 
under the pressure of real, not imi^inaqr eVils, thcjr 
have now nothing to console ^hem but the rdteratM 
grievances of forced requisitions, and of co-active oott- 
scriptions. Again, Holland, -fi^ Frsaefaified Bettavkt! 
once the proud rival of England, -sX^i] ^'B<Jw fallen !— 4ioW 
degraded in the scale of natrons ! Th^ - p e e6 1 tnttal -ciMa- 
ts^on of French principles -has sapped the foundatioit 
of humanity, religion, and morality'; has completeiV 
changed the national character, and left the deludefl 
Hollanders hardly the shadow of what they were. His 
view next extended -to the virtuous Swiss, whom a rigid 
neutrality was ujiable to save. Circumvented iCnd over- 
powered by the maddening^mass of France, their patri- 
otic struggles availed nothing, — ^their reli^on, then- liber- 
ty, their independence, and their government, perished 
amongst a sea of blood. "Savoy, once the residence of 
the heroic and the brave, now depending for existencetm 
the breath of France. Venice and Genoa, each in their 
turn misti-ess of the ocean, now the fatal victims of her 
dclosTve promises. The manlrand honofable character 
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^f Spain is also dwindled into a croncking servility. 
'The black eagle of Prussia , and even the imperial ea^^ 
are eager to get trampled under the foot of the Cor^can.** 

Having such strong examples as these before his eyes^ 
Toussaint b^aii to think badly of the First ConsaFs in- 
tentioiis> and advised his general officers^ whatever be- 
came of' hhn^ to cherish and increase the sacred flame 
•which wanned their breasts, — ^to nnite heart and hand 
in defending their country against her open enemies^ 
as well as against her pretended friends. In the mean 
.time^ the formidable expedition, fondly anticipated 
by the treacherous whites, who frequently felt his protect- 
ing band, arrived ; — ^it consisted of twenty-three ships of 
war, together with transports^ having 25,000 troops on 
•bciaW]. So. large a Ibrce alarmed him— — ^What could 
•beitheir object? To plunder and enslave the Hayttans^ 

isi order to fill the coffers of the Republic- ^Republic 

jdid 1 8iiy?*-y-Iti9an irrational, unprincipled, proscribing, 
«<uifiacating^ plundering, ferocious, bloody, and tyran- 
Ateal demacraojr !• For two or three days they did not 
attempt' to land. Their commander, Le Clerc, says in a 
jetter to the Minister of Marine, that this procrastination 
•was owing to the dictates of humanity ; but his subse- 
quent conduct, in the indiscriminate murdering and 
drowning so many of the Haytians, manifestly proves 
that humanity was not his motive. 

The first step Le Clerc took, was that of sending an 
insulting letter to General Christophe, informing him 
that France had sent a force suflSciently strong to crush, 
the rebels, if there were any to be found in St. Domingo; 
and concluding with a silly indignation iu these words: — 
*' Rememb'er, I consider you responsible for whatever 
may happen ;*' requesting at the same time the surrender 
of the Cape. With this threatening letter came a sbcrt 

Ss 
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proclamatioiv addressed to the Mk^ai^ants of Sfv Domin^ 
^o, from Ihya ^Jsuppeij^ writVen in pOiApoiis language, in- 
Titing tbem i<^ a fratermtl.bug wlthlm brotbeF-iorlaw^. 
In case ^f resistance, he says : — ^^ RaUy rauiid the Captain^ 
Qtntralf^t restores yoa abtipulahce and pettce^ — ralfy 
round him. He who shf^l dare t0 nparatt himself from 
the Captqin-Gcnerul^ will ke it traitor to his toujOrj/t, and 
the vengeance of the ^ifiublic shall dev^r him atfre dc^ 
fowrs jfourdru^d cane^'* It requires very litllc peoetra^ 
lion to discover the hypoci:i»y which is artfully portrayed 
in the proclamation. The Hay tial» stood not ia need 
of eitbei: peace ov plenty,, mu^h le^ the fostering hand 
©f the Corsican. They we|e happy, iaod blessed with, 
prosperity aud abunijauc^^ , ^ It would have been nrack 
^orA candid of the Cpfsican to tell them,-rf f the CaptaM* 
Central carries with him m horde qf fhmderin^ cut^ 
. throats,, aud a si(fficien( qu:autity of chains ^ to rtstore you 
to your former state of slaverer This ws^ General 
Chvistoph^'s predictio|]^> which va» fiilly veri&ect \ff & 
subsequent proclamation,, setting icBth! that tioe citizens 
of SuDomkgo are^ derived of the tfles&iags of freedom, 
^nd reduced to the ^rors of i^bvery ; which placed the 
Usurper's hypocrisy. beyond a sitigk doubt, and may be 
seen by having recourse to the original, wherein he says: — 
f^ If it should be told you that diese forces are intended 
to tear from you yourJiiUerty,-— AnswePi— The BsepUblic 
has given us libej%, — the Republic will net suffer Ihat 
it should.be taken from us^!" 'Tis false 1 the Republic 
did not give theju liberty. < 

•* Do* but observe tbe face of viUainy, 
How different from the brow of innocence! 
See what a settled gloom obscures his visage. 
Sure emblem of the horror of hb breast, 
Where his felse heart, enthroned in Mtir© darkaes* 
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$rood$ o*er new treasoa^^^ eoj^oys the mischief!? 

Political subordination, however hateful to a liberal 
mind, is as bright as day when compared to the dark 
and hopeless bondage of the negro ^ a bondage that com- 
bines the pangs of intellectual misery, with the sufferings 
of a V^te ; and under that imjwession, Toussaint's brave 
colleagues were averse to submit to the subordination of^ 
the European freebooters; more especially as they could 
jnot conjecture their vie^vs with so large an aroiament^ 
iind only about three hundred dollars in their military 
chest to provide for their wants. It was however pro- 
bable, that the fruitful genius of Bonaparte, bad found 
out Augustus's secret, (said to be lost for ages) who main- 
tained forty legions for twelve millions of livres (half a 
million sterling) per annum, 

^*' An ill guided authority undertakes more than it can 
execute. This is the rock on which governments split, 
where, not knowing themselves, pr wilfully misunder- 
standing their boundaries, they aim at the extension of 
the latter by a natural but dangerous propensity/' B07 
naparte, when he fitted out the formidable expedition, 
undertook more than he was qualified, with all the force 
of France to execute, if he me^nt to reduce the peopl^ 
of St, Domingo to slavish degradation. With all bis 
sagacity and military knowledge, he, fortunately for the 
western hemisphere, mistook ]the character of the ne^ 
grdes ; they werie no longer a horde of runaway slaves. 
No, they were united together in the bonds of an indis- 
soluble freedom, and had been a ponsiderable time in the 
actual enjoyment of it, therefore theywere not to be hood- 
winked by the shallow manoeuvres of the upstart Ruler. 

\yith regard to Toussaint, he was considerably morti- 
fied at the conduct of the Corsican, particularly in not 
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apprising him of the late peace wi^ EngUtndy widn aa as- 
surance that the liberty and independence of the Haytians 
would be Qonfirmedj as their just recompence for preserv- 
ing the island from the British. , On the contrary, those 
tidings were the flower of the fleets of France, Spain, and 
Holland, with 25,000 of the sacrilegious plunderers of 
Itahf^Malta and Egypt. These were the monsters sent 
by the Corsican to tell the Haytians that they came as 
-friends ^pd brothers, to secure the safety of the island 
from all external as well as internal enemies, y^hexi France 
was at peace with all the world ! Wjiy not send them 
whilst the storm of war from without aad within beat up- 
on them I Was it that the great nation found then^ 
able to protect themselves, and drfend the island from, 
all its enemies ? — Suspicious m inisters of peace. Accord- 
ing to these considerations, the brave Toussaint feared 
God only, — if death ensued, he was determined to die like 
a soldier of honor on the field of battle, but unfortju- 
nately, he ultipiately yielcjjed \o ]he persuasive claims of 
his children, which I shall notice in due prijer. To pro-- 
ceed. General Christophe informed Toussaint by a mes- 
senger of the unexpected appea^anc^ of their pretended 
friends, whereupon he immediately transmitted orders to 
harass them as much as possible. In executing these 
ordei s, it became absolutely necessary to destroy every 
place capable of aflbrding shelter, which would expose 
them to the fatal effects of the climate ; — but in the 
mean time, had not !« Clerc been intimidated through 
fei:r, he might have saved the Cape from devastation, 
though the inhabitants would have less consolation, as 
he meant to have laid them under heavy contributions, 
xigreeable to the usage of freebooters. Every soldier in 
bis army was promised an equal share of plunderj, as the 
accustomed reward of yjalour, before they embarked j 
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-disappoRitedy many of them put an end to their exists 
^nce standing in the ranks. Argumentum ad hominem, 
that they had no other intention than piilage for them- 
selves^ and chains for the Haytians. 

The plunderers of Italy landed without any opposition^ 
exqieedingly mortified that there was no pillage to be 
had to«ttmulate their exertions. Indeed it was vexatious 
to:think what a way they came^ buoyed with the hopes 
of gsftXi.^ and . to be : thus miserably disappoiciited. Le 
Clerc felt awkward that he could not make good the pro- 
mise of his brother-in-law. One morning before they 
penetrated into the interior^ they were reviewed, when he 
jtbos Addressed them ; 

** Soldiers, 

** The gavemment of France has sent us here to protect thein- 
^abitaotSy to establish order, and to preserve them the colony of &• 
Domingo. The rebellion of Tou^saint is evident. The campaign 
against the rebels shall be instantly opened. Be provident of your 
provision and ammunition ; seventy cartridges have just been distri- 
Ibuted to each man- Against such brigands we need only use the 
iJayonet. In six weeks the colony will be ours»" 

This address proves Le Clerc to have been a silly, ig- 
poraat, contemptible coxcomb. One would suppose 
that he might have known (if he knew any thing), that 
to despise a^i en^ipy is not the shortest way to conquer; 
and man fighting for his freedom, of whatever nation or 
compleifion, is no poutemptible foe. The fact is, his 
conduct became so reprehensible, that he died broken 
headed, after committing all the mischiefs which were in 
Jiis power. 

Soon after the force in question landed, Le Clerc sent 
Toussaint bis children, who had been in France for their 
education, and were detained there by the Corsican for 
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a considerable time against their will^-I say he seat tbem 
to persuade Toussaint to suriender (limself uncondilion- 
ally, with a promise of maidng him his Iieateiumt-G€v- 
vemor> but he well knew how far French promises would 
extendi that they could not be trusted ibr a moment^ no 
faith whatever could be placed on eilber the word or hop- 
nour of the present ruler, or his adherents ; for whenever 
it suits them, they will break even the most solemn ;**-^ 
men w^ho have discarded every monA restraint, who 
could trust them ? Toussaint however, in an evil hour, 
gave his children leave to return, with an assurance that 
he would always submit, having nothing in view but the 
prosperity of the colony; at the sanae time, he couki 
not answer for the wishes of those who were formerly 
under bis command, as they were now at liberty to think 
for themselves. Upon receipt of this message, the 
wretched tool of usurped power, issued a vaunting pro- 
clamation, to delude his ill-fated horde of plunderers, 
wherein he says, '^ J am entering the field, and sooa 
shall I convince thjs rebel what the power of the French 
government is/' We have since been fully convinced 
of the guilty power of the regicide government, and that 
there is neither a moral nor physical probability of en^ 
slaving the Haytians. He concludes this deceitfiil pro^ 
clamation thus ;— « J have promised liberty to the inha- 
bitants of St. Domingo;— I know how to make my 
promise good. I shall cause persons and property to be 
protected!!!" Yes, sad experience can best tell how 
be kept this promise ; did he not, instead of giving liber- 
ty, murder and drown sixty thousand of the innocent in- 
habitants r— French liberty to be sure. 

« No more are you forbid to kill, 

Cut throats, and murder who you will." 
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AgneakAy to the true style df Fr^ch Kberty, Le Clerc 
seized on ^fiOO ddtere belonging to a Mr. Low, an 
i\mericaQ:; which actof intJBStice caused that gentlejnan 
to {rat an end to his own existence. The next w*3 seiz- 
ing on aH the American property he could grasp at." 
Somt, indeed, he paid wHh Mils dn the Usurper, a con- 
siderable number of which wilt ae'Wr be liquidatedytoge- 
ther with the contributions he levied on the wretched- 
iohd>ilBotB; and the murder and ittiprisonmeirt of some 
of ibem, will dearly evince hdw fariie "respected per- 
sons and properties." The guilty delegate of the inso-" 
Irat Usurper brought with him inliis train froui France, 
Rigaud, and the remnant of his adherents, who had al- 
ways acted in concert to deprive tbe blacks of flieir natu- 
ral rights, wWdh seemed to confirm the suspicious views 
of theCorsicra. These vagabonds went to the south 
part of the i^artd, where Rigaud quarrelled with la 
Plume, one of Toussaint's generals, who had by this time 
politioally surrendered : Ae former was therefore arrest- 
ed aod sent back t<^ Frame With hisfamily. 

We now find tbe officers of this plundering horde 
highly exasperated against the United States of ;^>«mca; 
^ving that country the whole blame of Toussaint's dis- 
obedience. In their ragethey developed that the First Con- 
sul would send an army to Nc® Orlmm, which would give 
laws to iSa^'Vmted States. Smce that period England 
has declared war against the Usurper, which prevented 
Ae army boasted of from going there ; and therefore he 
sold that territory to the Americans, which will answer 
equally as treU^ for the cUt-tAroafs of New Orleans, wiU 
ytt, inevitably, give laws to theJJnhedStatesl 

About the 28th of April, I802, Toussaint surrendered 
•with the whole force under Jbis command, through the 
intercession of his wife and chiidren, under the id^t of 
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being well treated by Le Clerc, from whom he received 
a letter^ expressing the pleaisure be felt at his submitting 
to the arms of the Republic, wherein be says :t—'' You^ 
General, aitd tUe troops under your command, as well as 
the inhabitants of the Colony who are with you, need be 
under no apprehension of any past transactions. 1 will 
draw a veil of oblivion ovei* all that has happened before 
and since my arrival in St. Domingo. In this I imitate 
the example which the First Consul gave to France after 
18th Brumaire. I leave you perfectly free to retire to 
any one of your dwellings which you may think the most 
expedient. I have such confidence in your attachment to 
the Colony> as to expect, th^t the leisure hours you will 
enjoy duiing your retreat, will be employed in commu- 
nicating to me your views and sentiments respecting the 
measures most proper to be -pursued, to renovate the. 
agriculture and commerce of this country.^ The above 
is certainly very fair and very pleasant language^ suited 
to give currency to contrary proceedings! Who could 
blame Le Clerc for want of candor, because it was not in 
his power to speak truth? He who womld take the trouble 
of looking over his mandates, arrets, and proclamations^ 
would find himself strongly inclined to mirtb^ was it not 
repressed by indignation; did not false professions^ and 
ridiculous assertions excite the strongest emotions of con- 
tempt tor his duplicity and the detestable principles he 
acted upon. 

About a month after Toussaint surrendered^ he return- 
ed, with permission of the perfidious Captain-General^ to 
his plantation near Goniavcs, but had been there but 
a few da}'s, when he was arrested by a party of ruffians^ 
and carried on board the Creole firigate^ whiph conveyed 
him to France. 1 am entirely igncnrant of the motives 
which prompted Le Clerc to conmiit this outrage agfunat 
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Toussaint's liberty, and have no further knowledge of it 
than what he sets forth in a laconic addiess. 



llBERtr. EQTJjiLirr. 

ARMY OF ST. DOMINGO. 

THE GENERAL-IN-CHIEF TO THE CITIZENS OF ST. DOMINGO. 

Citizens! 

^* GENfeRAL Toussamt did not wish to enjoy the amnesty which^ 
had been granted to him. He has (^ontitiued to' conspire. He was 
just going to re-kindle a civil war. I thought it was necessary to 
have him arrested. The proo& of his trea^ery since the amnesty, 
will soon be published. This measure^ which insures peace to the 
Colony^ ought not in any way to make uneasy those who have laid 
down their arms^ and submitted themselves with good ^th to the 
Republic. 

*^ Head Quarters, at the Co^, 20th Priirial (June 8th> lOdi year 
df the French Republk. 

« LE CLERC.*' 

1 defy even the ii^ost malignant calumniator^ the most 
malicious miscreant of Bonaparte's adherents or advo- 
cates^ to produce the least proof of Toussaint*s treacherous 
behaviour since the amnesty, which was granted to him 
by Le Clerc. . It is a great consolation to me to think 
that his life is unstained either with requisitions or rob- 
beries, much less gross perjuries,— -those wanton mas- 
sacres, those cold-blooded murtbers, which have inva- 
riably marked the destructive progress of all the French 
generals since the revolution. No proof Of his treacherjf 
has yet been published ; but this measure, instead of in- 
suring the submission of his followers, prompted them to 

T.t ^ 
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regain their independence. Their Chief thus tr^ated^ 
what had they to expect, — ^but hopeless bondage ? 

•f Yoti^, immortal inmates of the skies, .'I 

How this vile wretch Almighty pqw*r defies j 
His dank^^crhnesy the Mood wiHch be has^4>^ -^ 
Demand a torrent equal to his guilt.'' 



Le Qerc now carried on a mode of warfare »( which 
humanity revolts with indi^ation> md jaroves^if any 
prQ<^ is y^t waatiog, that h^e was a crji^ tyrannical mon- 
ster.. Heimf>orteddiiumbertxf.Uobd--hottt3^fcoipC«i^> 
inadfTilidiVtbt^odi^ h^bivragbtfrom fra»b^ With all 
Ais aiiiiSBiry foi^fce^he was unable to eohtjtr^t those who 
were in arnis against Him. Be it^ however, rettiemberedj^ 
that the malignity of his conduct towards the prisoners 
h^ to^^as.stjill ipor&;fa9rrid tl^an what is. recorded of 
the greatest barbarians. Some of the.^in^tob^d p^soner^ 
were.cnwd^d'ip *he hold of a vessel, and were suffocated 
with brimstone and charcoal. Others again were sewed 
in sacks, and consigned alive to the deep. . Ten thousand 
at least were in this ipanner tasely destroyed by the 
blood-thirsty minion of democracy. Seeing his schemes 
thwarted and overturned, kojpdess of chaining the brave 
Hay tians, together witK the remorse he fett, soon ended 
his su.ilty career. May every tyraiit speedily follow hlm^ 
to give the world repose*. 

General Rochambeau sute^ded him in command. 
His views were altogether bent on plunder, and indiscri- 
minate cruelty, which be^rs the deepest featiire of this 
atrocious character. He was better veised in the arts of 
destruction than his predecessor, for he had been a student 
under the cut-throht San thoriax,bn'ebf the greatest viUafns 
to which the revolution ga^fe Jbirth; thereforo kneiir ho\K 
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to improve upon the barbarity of his tutor. He neglect- 
ed no opportunity to murder and destroy both blacks 
and mulattoes. At Port Republicain, Leogan, Petit-^ 
Guave, and Jeremicy he destroyed thousands^ and would 
have continued his f^fbspmm^i^ pursuits^ but for the 
fortunate event of the waf witii Ef^land, to whose squa- 
dron he wi^ obliged to capitulate with all the booty he 
plundered from the wretched (white) inhabitants, to the 
amount of about lOO^DO dolliurs. In this attempt to 
bind the brave natives of St Domingo with fetters, France 
has lost 5$fiOO cut-throatSj and spent between thirty and 
forty millions of dollars, \ 

It is slated that the virtuotjs-Toussaint was ill treated* 
on board the vessel on his passage to France, and when 
he arrived, he was confined 4a the dark loathsome dun- 
geon of Besancone, where he was frequently tortured 
with hot iron spikes, to induce him to reveal where his 
supposed treasure lay concealed, but he expired under 
the pressure of the severest torture that ever was appUed 
pa any human beings 

Fak. 



BipSS 



( 332 ) 



APPENDIX. 

N". I. 



THE FOLLOWING WAS PUBLISHED IN A DOMINICA 
PAPER. 



MR. EDITQRi ^jmoston, Fdnuuy 17, xZo%. 

A. PARAGRAPH oi uncommon merit o,^ 
peared in the Saint Vincent Chronicle of Wednesday, 
the 17 th February. It would be unjust to give an ex- 
tract from such a beautiful composition ; you will there* 
fore oblige me by inserting the whole paragraph, with 
the subsequent letter, which I have thought it my duty 
to write to the worthy author. 

I am, 

' Mr. Editor, 

Your Friend and constant Reader, 

A LOOKER ON. 

We lay with great pleasure before oilr readers the fol- 
lowing address. Its being signed by most of the wortiby 
charact^n in that colony, will, we trust, shew the false- 
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hood and malice of those reports^ industriously febricat- 
ed, and circulated through these islands^ *^ i>y a certain 
wcU known $ct^ to the prejudice of the able and vigilant 
representative of the Sovereign, in that rising and im- 
portant settlement. Unfortunately, the best of men are 
not exempt from the attadk of slander, the poet beauti* 
fully says :— 



Ifachemb 



Shoold ^j^alk this virprld, erea defamation wodiV 
lake a 'vik cwr^ bark at the an^fi tratOf, 

So are those, in exalted and arduous situations, the 
butts at which ignorance and detraction aim their enve- 
nomed shafts. 



TO THE EDITOR 



^r. FINCENT CHRONICLE, AND WEEKLT ADFERriSER. 
SiBj 

In times of degeneracy, like the present, 
you have presented to the contemplation of every reflect- 
ing mind, an object of the most sublime nature, and 
worthy of the highest praise; a disinterested writer, 
wielding the weapon of Truth and Genius, in defence of 
Virtue, wounded by the '^ shafts of Ignorance and D€trac-> 
tion.*" 

It is impossible for me to express the pleasure I expe- 
rienced from the perusal of your elegant paragraph of 
the 17th of February, where the best of men is most aptly 
introduced to elucidate the poet's imagination, I am 
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a lover •f poetry^ and though your beautiful quotation 
sufficiently substantiates yv*ur claim to erudition^ I have 
at times regretted your not w itbg the whole panegyric 
in verse. '^ Poets succeed the best in fictions^"' said 
Waller to Charles the Second. You had it in your 
power to prove that poetry can add charms to the dig* 
nicy of truth itself. 

" Virtue is its own reward.'' No doubt you have been 
prompted by this phtlosophteal principle. It is clear to 
me^ that the self-satifi&ction of such a praise-worthy 
deed is the Only reward you have looked for ; while 
others maintain that you have already reutvcd something 
more substantial. Nayj Sir^ it is even whispered that yott 
are about to reside in this Colony^ and that your para* 
graph is merely intended^ like a letter of introduction^ to 
insure you a good reception. To all these insinuations, 
your words are sufficiently apposite. *' Unfortunately, 
the ^ best of men' are not e:?pempt fyom the attacks of 
slanderr 

How much is it to be Iwaieated that you have smd sq 
little^ where so much might have been said ! ^^ Tb^ 
worthy characters of Trinidad" speak but in genera} 
terms of him whom they voluntarily step forward to vin- 
dicate. Why did hot you enlarge on the varied excelr 
lencies which they pass over so lightly? His unaffected 
modesty, no doubt, deterred you. The sensitive plant 
shrinks not more from the truth than h6f But you 
ought to have been strenuous in forcing those virtues 
into open day, which he industriously endeavours to cpn-i 
ceal from his dearest fiiends. 

Alas, you have never experienced the happiness of liv- 
ing under a. government like his ! His unwearied exer^ 
tions to conciliate the interest and affections of all parties 
— his condescension and politeness, on aU occasions^ more 



especially to strangers^ — the sweetnts$ &f his disposition, 
was never known to have been betrayed into pas$ion,-^his 
exemplary foi^btarance^ whibh suspends all opinion nntil 
both sides of the question are iinpaftially discussed^ — 
slotsmess to convict until confirmation^ strong as proofs 
of holy writ, leave no doabt^-^^tfae ^od-ft'fe manner with 
which he mingles mercy in all his jndgments, — ^the jea*' 
lousy and vigour with which he watches over and preserve* 
the i»RiviLEGES or Britons,— ^his total disregard of 
all pecuniary emolument (fbr it is supposed he will quit 
his government poorer than when he entered upon it),-^ 
unequttlkd address in the introduction of laws; formed on 
the model of EN'otiSH freedom, whenever heBnds an 
opportunity,-^and his decided pt^efei'efice tcx this consti-, 
TCTioN OF THE MOTHER cotTNTRT, above all Other 
fbtms of government upon earthl These and a thcrusand 
other qualities, presented a rtoble field for you to have 
expatiated upon. You might have held him up (hot as 
a military govettior was held vp) as an example to gover- 
nors, and an important lesson to mankind ^ — ^The guardian 
of orphans> the protector of the widow, the poor matfaj 
friend, and thfe munificent patron of all. 

I should far exceed the limits of a letter were I to 
epter fuHy into ia detail of those virtues which it was your 
duty to^liave enliarged upon. But there is one so eiiri- 
ncntly conspicuous, that 1 cannot, in justice, otnrt it. 
^ Knowing, that a '* certain weH known self' have adopted 
mteans to carry on a prosecution against him, (strange 
that such virtue cannot escape the eye of public scruti* 
ily,) he asks no one to vindicate bis conduct ; he will not 
even permit those to attest their high veneration of his 
character, i^rtiose <xreit anxious zeal has twice plrompted 
them to do so unknown to him, and, at the hazard of his 
displeasure : — Conscious of his own integrity, he stands. 
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finnly and alone, on ttie broad basis of a well-earned 
reputation ! Even now, whije writing, it is more than 
probable, that this letter will be a source of uneasiness to 
bira ; — but what should, deter me from the gerformance 
of my duty I 

Permit me now, to give you a word of advice. I have 
an opportunity of hearing both sides of the question ;— 
Alas, I fear this has not been ypur case. The service of 
your distinguishedjriend calls on you to arm in his defence.^ 
- — I fear the cause is losing ground. Several of the '' wor^ 
thfjf characters" half express an unavailing wish that they 
bad never signed any public paper but the loyal ad- 
PRESS xa uis MAJESTY ! Nav, one or two have de- 
clared they signed without reading, and were confounded 
when their names appeared-in public However, when 
next you resume your pen, in defence of virtue, be a^- 
sparing as you can in your reflections-^ pven on vice it-^ 
self: — Let the direct accusation? of falsehood, and malice^ 
appear as rarely as possible; more especially, if you 
should not be able to prove what y9U assert. You and 
I may agree in our opinions on this subjpct^ but there 
are others (and I fear a great and powcrfyd my(mtyyy 
who think and speak in a diifcreni maj;ine^. ^d, when 
1 hear gentlemen of honor, xespectabili.ty,and goc|d sense 
express their sentiments in the following maf^^r^v-rr" \ 
heartily wish you had left the epithet ig^orant^e, ovX of 
your paragraph. We know i;iot, nor is it worth the enqui- 
ry, who is the author of the contemptible paragraph of 
February 17 th, in the iSt. Vincept Chrpnicle:- but who- 
ever he is, we would adyise him to recollect, ^at those 
whom he denoniinates ^^ axertain well known se(^ are 
JBnglisumen, unused to submit to oppression, and bom 
under a government that will not suffer the proudest 
connections to insult them with impunity: — Nolum^s 



■^ 
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LEGis ANGLIC MUTARi IS their motto^ and their creed 
is the GLORIOUS bill op RioHxs/' For the avowal of 
these principles they have suffered ahuse^ menace^ im- 
prisonment and defamation ! But they feel such violence 
to be as despicable as their sentiments and claims are 
dignified and noble : — Revering and loving the consti- 
tution of their native country, they look to that country 
alone, for redress ; and diey will ^cept of no vindicati- 
on but the unbought concurrence of a British public, 
and the unbiased, and just decision of a British jury ! 

A LOOKER ON. 
Trinidad, March 24, 1802. 
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HORftOR&OF WEST INDIA SIAVERT. 



\ 

Jl)uRMG the season of 1604, die following eietract ef 
a letter from Lord Seaforth,the Governor of Barbadoes,. 
to Lord Hobart, dated at Barbadoes, the IBth of March^, 
1802, was* laid on the table of the House of Commons* 
— '^ Your Lordship will observe,, in the last day's pro* 
ceedings- of the Assembly.,., that the majority of the House 
had taken corisiderabk offence at a message of mine,.re»' 
commending an act to be passed to make the murder of a 
slave felony,. At present the fine for the crime is only- 
fijteefi pounds currency,, on eleven pounds FoyR. 

SHILLINGS STEREINO." ^ 

People in general would think- it scarcely possible that 
a stronger proof eould be adduced of the deplorably utt- 
. protected condition to which the Negroes are placed inr 
Barbadoes, the oldest and njost civilized of our Slave 
Colonies, than was fiimished in the above official docu- 
ment. In a community where even the' life of a Negro- 
Slave is valued at so cheap a rate, it would argue an ut- 
ter ignorance of the nature of iium, and of the principlea- 
by which his conduct is usually regulated, to expect thatt 



•ROEBpaS OF WEST JNDIA SLAVERY. 339 

the general treatment of Negro Slaves would 1>e humane 
^aud lenieat. This it might hiave been alledged was n^^e- 
}j presumption^ presumjption^ however^ sufficiently strong 
to remove all doubt from ainprejudiced minds : — but we 
' are now relieved fiFom that o^ectioil. We are no long- 
er reduced U> tke necessity of making qse of disputable 
.analogies, in order, from the state^f the laws respecting 
Slavery, to infer the j)robable practice; but we have that 
j>ractice so graphically describee^, as to supersede the ne- 
rcessity of argumentation, and to silence the most deter- 
;mined stickler for West Indian humanity. 

On the Sdth.of ;Febiniary last^ a number of jpapers re- 
;5pecting the Slave Trade, were presented to the House 
r«f Cpma^oas by his Majesty, and thej have since been 
printed, in perusing then^ the attention is forcibly at* . 
tracted by the continuation. of the correspondence be- 
;tween Lord Seaforth and the Secretary of State, On 
the 13th of November^ 18Q4, his Lordship thus writes to 
;£arl Camden. 

'^ I inclose fqiMr pape^^ containing, froi^i different 
:^narlers, reports on the horrid murders I mentioned in 
some former letters. Thty are selected/rat^ a great num" 
ber^ among which there is not one in ^contradiction of 
the horrible facts, tl;iough severaj of the letters are very 
.concise and defective. 7^ truth is, that nothing has 
given me more trouble ^an to get ,at the bpttom of these 
businesses, 50 horribly absurd are the prejudices of the 
peophy* (not of one .or two, or a i^^ individuals, but of 
the PEOPX.JE.) *' However, a great ^art of my object is 
answetred by the alaim my interference has excited, and 
the attention it has called to the business. Bills are al- 
ready prepared to make murder felony *; but I fear they 

* What a strange state of society mosx that be in which murder 
is not yet considered as a felonious act, nay^ in which the attempt to 
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fsnil be thrown out for the present in the jl^embly. TTie 
Council are unanimous in favour of humanity/* 

In a subsequent letter, dated the 7th of January, 1805, 
Lord Seaforth thus writes — '' I inclose the Attorney-6e- 
nerars letter to me on the subject of the Negrbes so mast 
wantonly murdered. I am sorry to say severalother 

INSTANCES OF THE SAME BARBARITY tave OCCUrrcd, 

with which I have not troubled your Lordship, as lonty 
zvished to make you acquainted With the subject in gnitraU 

The letters to which Lord Seaforth refers, and which 
accompany the above extracts, are from four of the most 
respectable individuals in the Island of Barbadoes, viz. 
Mr. Ince, the President of the Council ;—M'R. Coul- 
THURST, the Jdvocate-General ; — Mr. Beccles, the 
jittorney-General ; — and the Reverend Mr. Pi LtiRiM.^- 
These gentlemen all agree in the material facts of the 
cases which they state. It would, therefore, be an un- 
necessary repetition to transcribe the whole of their let- 
ter : — it will be sufficient to give the substance of the 
statements which they contain. 

1. On the 10th of April, 1804, a militia man of the 
name of Halls, of the St. Michael's regiment, returning 
from military duty, overtook on the road some Negroes 
who were going quietly home from their labour. When 
he came near he called out that lie would kill them, and 
immediately began to run after them. The Negroes riot 
supposing that he really intended to do them any injurj', 
and imagining that he was in joke, did not ehdeavour to 
escape, but merely made way for him. The person near- 
est to him happened to be a woman, the property of a 
Mr. Clarke, the owner of Simmon's estate, who is stated 
to have been a valuable Slave, the mother of five or six 

pakQ it felony is resisted, not by the lawless pai t of the community* 
but by the'leglslaluie itself. 
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children, and fair advanced in pregnancy. Wi^out the 
zmallest provocation of any kifid. Halls coolly anddtlibe- 
ratcly plunged his bayonet several times into her body, 
when the poor creature dropped and expired without a 
groan. Two genderaen were eye witnesses of this horrid 
action. One of them, Mr. Harding, the manager of the 
Codrington College estate, went up to Halls and spoke 
harshly to him, and said he ought to be hanged, for he 
never saw a more unprovoked murder, and that he would 
certainly carry him before a magistrate. Halls's reply is 
very remarkable. *^ For what T' said he (with the utmost 
indifference as to the crime) ^^for what? for KiLLiNa 
A N EGRo n !" This is a short but a significant sentenci?, 
strongly confirming an important truth which has fre- 
quently been asserted, viz. that the Negroes are regard- 
ed by their wliite skinned oppressors as an inferior order 
of beings, and, under the influence of this sentiment, are 
naturally enough denied the common rights of humanity, 
and excluded from the pale of that sympathy, which a 
sense of a common nature and a common extraction is 
calculated to inspire. Mr. Harding, however, greatly to 
his Credit, was proof against the force of Halls compen- 
dious reasoning, and havina: procured assistance, laid 
hold of him, and carried him before Mr. Justice Walton. 
— Mr. Justice Walton, it would appear, was not indis- 
posed to use the authority with which he was vested, in 
. bringing Halls to justice, but he found that '' in his situ-' 
afion as a magistrate, the law of the island gave him no 
Jurisdiction or authority over him" and, in short, that he 
had no right to commit him. In this dilemma, Mr. 
Walton applied to the President Mr. Ince. *' I told 
Mr. Walton^" says the President in his letter from Lord 
Seaforth, ^^ that I regretted, with real concern, the defici- 
ency in our law ; but th?l there was a penally c!:!e toihe 
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King in such cases,'' (viz. the eleven pounds rpvu 
VHTLLINGS mentioned nbove^) '' and that, as Mr. Har4» 
ing had sufficiently, substanlaated the fact, I weald order 
him to be 4X>mmitted till he psdd the forteiture, or a sait 
shottld be commenced against him." Accordingly he was 
•aent to prison* The President, however, seems to admit 
the illegality of this prooeedii^ *^ Peiiiaps my hcxcd,^ 
he adds, ^ it was a stretch of power in me to order a com- 
mitment before* recovery of the fine/' It certainly was 
«o : and Halls, without doubt, is sufficiently apprized of 
tiie circumstance. Nay, v^e shsdl not be surprized to 
liear that he has been able to rcmse the popular feeling 
in his favour, as a man unjustly and illegally oppressed. 
To have suffered so severe a punishment as imprisonment^ 
for so palt^ an offei»>e as that of killiag^ Negro, will 
be likely enough to excite no smairdegree of virtuous 
indignation among die Barbadians^ aijMl the danger lest 
such an unauthorised restriction of the freedom of indi-» 
Tiduak should grow into a prececlont, will of course, calJl 
forth the most vigorous resistance. We are justified ii^ 
forming this escpectation jby what occmred ftome year^ 
ago, on a similar occasion, in the neighbouring island of 
St. Kitt\ where the prosecution of a man of the name 
of Herbert, who had used one of his slaves with the most 
tvanton barbarity, was not only not attended with any pu- 
nishment to the offender, though the facts were clearly 
proved ; — but was likely to have been followed by the 
most inconvenient and injurious effects to the prosecutor, 
in consequence of the popular clamour which was excit- 
ed against him. 

2. The second instance produced by Lord Seaforth is 
not inferior in atrocity to the first. A Mr. Colbeck, wiio 
lives overseer on the Cabb^e-tree Plantation, in St. Lu- 
cy's parish, '^ had bought a new Negro Boy out of the 
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^rd!^ (mewiDg the Slave Ytird where Negroes are ex- 
posed to sale^ m the same maimer a$ cattle and sheep m 
Smithfield insarlK^^>and carried him home. Conoeiying 
a liking to the boy^ he took him into the house aivi 
made bim wait at table. Mr. Oone^ the overseer of 
itowe's estale>.whi€b is near to Cabbage-tree Pkmtati<m> 
was \sk the habit of visiting Mr. Colbeck^ had noticed the 
hoy, and knew kirn well. A fire happening one night in 
the neighbourhood^ Cblbeck went to give bis assistance^ 
and the boy followed him^ Colbeck^ on^ his return home> 
missed the boy^ who had lost his way^ as he did not make 
bis appearance tiie next ^y, he sent round to his neigh*- 
bours^ and particukiriy to Crone^ informing them, that 
his Airica^ lact bad strayed^ that he could not speak a 
word o£ Soglish^. and possibly he might be found break* 
in^ some sugar canes^ w teeing something else for his 
support y in which case he req^uested they would not in*- 
j^ire bim^ but send him home^ and he would pay any da* 
ftiage the boy might have conmiitted. After a lapse of 
two or three days the poor creatuse was discovered in a 
gully (or deep water course) near to Rowe^* estate ; and 
a number of Negroes were soon assembled about the. 
place. The boy naturally terrified with the threats, the 
noise and the appearance of samany people, retreated 
hito a hole in a rock, having a stone in his hand for the 
purpose, probably, of defence. By this time Crone, and 
some other white persons>,had come up. By^ their or* 
ders a fire wa$ put to the hole where the boy lay, who, 
when he began to be scorched, ran from his hiding place 
into a pool of water which was near. Some of the Ne- 
groes' pursued him into the pool ; and the boy, it is said> 
threw the stone which be held in his hand at one of 
them. On this, two of the white men^ Crone ^and Hol- 
lingswortb,^*rcd {xt the boy several times with shot,, and 
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tbeJ^egroes pelted himmth Stones. He was at lepgth dragged 
o^t of the pool in a dyiag, condition ; for he had not only • 
received several bruizes from the stones, but his breast was 
so pierced with the shot, that it was like a cullender. The 
white savages, (this is the language of Mr. Attorney Bee- 
ches,) ordered the Negroes to dig a grave. Whilst they 
were digging it, the poor creature made signs of begging 
fpr water, which was not given to him : but as soon as the 
grave was dug, he wa^ thrown into it and covered over, 
s^d a^ is believed, while yet alive. Colbeck^the 
owner of the boy, hearing that a Negro had been killed, 
went to Crone to inquire into the truth of the report. — 
Grone told him that a Negro had been killed and buried, 
iut assured him it was not his, for he knew him well, and 
he need not be at the trouble^of opening th^ grave. Oa 
^is,.Colbeck went away satisfied. Receiving, how- 
ever, further information, he returned and had the grave 
opened, when he found the murdered Negro to be his 
own. Colbeck brought his action of damages in the 
courts of the island against Crone and Hollingsworth. — 
The cause was ready to be tried, apd the court had met 
for the purpose, when they thought proper to pay dou- 
ble the value of the boy, and 25l. for the use of the island^ 
(being 5l. less than the penalty fixed by the law of 15l. 
currency each,X rather than suffer the business to go to 
a hearing. ^^ This, I am truly, sorry to say," observes the 
Advocate General, '^ was the only punishment which could 
^e inflicted for so barbarous and atrocious a crime!* 
. This horrid recital (which is given almost in the words 
of the report, merely avoiding repetitions) seems to re- 
quire little comment. One circumstance of it, however, 
may not strike the minds of some readers with its due 
force, although it appears to be the most affecting part 
of the whole case, Cplbeck, it is said, on hearing that 
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On beiis cooily taU Ifaut m 3icgro bi 
bem kaU Mi bvied— toU » bjr Us Mighfasn, d^ 
bfeifaKfad? StaBheezpRSBMjfaQmr 
tkeooMKMf JSoilKgoesnnjM. 
ti^kdl! Ice Ifae reader g^ ito dae vdgliEt to dttsove 
ci iMM i iiU M i^ a^ Im^ wia be oomfiBoed, dn&msMeof 
aodely auA csBl in the IF^tf iad!^ of vlttclw as u 
hahiiaMofibg island, he can acwceiyfoaa gay adtoqattte 
ooDoqitBoa. S^ipoae, instead of a lieffo Slave, that it 
bad ben a luneviach had been Ak killed. Gdbcdi, 
bad has bone h ap pene d to be laiw i ag at die t 
bavepusoed exactjy ibe same stepSy aad vonld 
.been afiected in the same way as in the present j 
We Bugr also leam, finom this imprasore x 
the valae of West Indian testimony arfaen gii«n in ^ 
TOOT of West Indian hmnamty. Tbe moial peroeptions 
and feelings vfaicfa pfetafl in that qnaiter of tbe vorid, 
it viil be pevoetred, aie vboify diflRocnt from those on 
this side of tbe Adanbc It any be allowed Ibat diese 
men mean what tiiey say, arben thqr give each other the 
pcaiseof haawnity, Bot ezamioe their standard. Who 
is ibismanof hamanity? It is one who, bearii^ diat a 
ieHxm creatare had been cmeDy and wanronly mardered, 
goe% amag mti^^d^ becaise he himself has snstained no 
loss by tbe moxder ! — ^An exception may be admitted in 
£iToiir of a fern men of enlightened minds : hot tbe re- 
mark applies to ikc people — to the bolk of the conmui- 
nity, arbote pfejodices aie stated by Lord Seaforth to be 
ao horribly absurd^ as to resist all measares for remedy- 
sng this dreadful state of things. Bat not to detain the 

X X 
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I^ad^r iinf longer '#UJh' rea8(ittiAgs cMvtihw so^jeot^ kt it^ 
proceed to the thir^ case ^ommunioalM by Lord Sea* 
forl:^;, fbod whicfh^ if p^dil>le>^is Ahorse 4han ^itker of llie 
fer^goklg. 

8/ A iBan of 4be itemeof ?>Jow€ll, who lii^es^^m St. Ai>- 
di>ew^&<pa{n$h> huA hfsen^ in die-babit of^behclviog brutaily 
towards 4ms wif^^ and one day went so far as to lock her 
i»p i|i a tbom,^md confineher in cbains. A Negro wo» 
man b€fl<Miging to tbw man^ iottchtd rmth compassion for 
her unfariUHaU mistress, trndertook privately to release- 
•her. Now^B fotind it out, and in oixJer to punish her^ 
^Yig^ her to^ put ber tongue iferQugh a hole -in aboard,. 
^ Hvhidi^ he festened il on the bpposi^ side iridi a forfe^. 
^knd left her in that si-tdation for some time. He after- 
i^rards cat out her tongue nearly by the root,, in cons€h> 
^pienee df which, isbe almost instantly died-. This story,, 
*ho^ever, it is said, has been told tHfferently ; — some af- 
firni(in§'th^t the poor creature is stiH alive, anii others- 
tha* she is' dead. If any thing could add to the horror 
•wiiioh'tbe sbocl^lg barbarity of Nowell-mUst excite, it 
is Ifets doubt existing after €i. lapse of some monriis>-—ex- 
^sting^too-iri the mind« of 4fhe Attorney-General and the 
Advobate-€reneral,— as to whether the poor creature wais 
alive -^^dead. Were thifere no means of forcing Nowell 
•40 produce lier ? CouM no inquest hav^ been instituted. 
• t6 ascertain Jhe Irutb-or ffiJsehoodof the reports in cir- 
eulatioh ? Jfa the degleetof this obvii^us dfety, by the 
^officers of ^be cr^wn> to be attributed to the contagioas 
*ikifl«ence of these prejudices, and of that shatmeless indif^ 
ference to Negro life, which evidently pervade the -people 
at large ? Or is it to be ascribed to this, that the laws 
have taken from their constitutional powers. In either 
case, our Colonial system will stwrd justly chargeable witix 
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t)ie violation^ nOfoa^ of ev^ry feeling of humanitjf;. bat 
iof everj acknowledged principle of justioe. 

^ It will^. dottbtless, be argued^ that individual ^instanc^ 
.:ef crueUy like those which have been cited^ are no proofs 
ei gen&rul inbamanity^ any more than the annab of the 
Old B^ey can be considered as exhibiting a ^ir view 
of our nation^ character. There ]»y however^ this very 
iremarj^ble di£[erenoe in tbe two cases, a diflfepei^ce which 
ji% iatal to tbe arguipent. In this coui^try^ wben we read 
of crimes^ we read of their being followed by just retri- 
bution ; bj .severe and exem{4ary punishoient. In the 
West Indicsj /^n tbe coijitrairy^ we not only bear of the 
greatest criine^ escaping with impunity, but we find the 
Jaws themselves ,con^piring \o shelter ci'ia^iaals from ju&- 
. jtioe : we 6o4 t^^ ix^^ost respectable and enlighted part of 
jbhe coaamunity sanctioning tbe perpekation even of 
murder, by tbeir Tefuss4 te ariWX)gni^ tlje commission of 
^t as. a felonious act« 

But it will be said by 3ome West Indians, '' graatmg 
ihe ease to.be in Barffodoe^ as you ^ve represented it, 
it is very unfair. to e^tend.tbe charges of inhumanity to 
^e Islands gfenerally. The legislatures of all the other 
lalaods, have by \^w, m^de the murd^of a slave felony, 
j»nd have besides, provided yariq»s salutary regulations 
fox ' tbe protection of daves/^l^ich place them in a situr 
Ution even of enviable security and comfort." In reply 
to this reasoning, it wiU be admitted, that the legislu* 
^nres of most, if not ail the Islands, Barbadoes excepted, 
have made the murder of a slave felony. It v^ ill be ad- 
mitted that many regulations have been framed, which, 
had they been carried into execution, must have pmduc- 
ed a beneficial result. But so far is this from having 
. been tbe case, that it may be indisputably proved, that 
' Ihese regulations b^ye b^eQ attended with little or no 
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advantage : nay, that they were intended to be operative. 
The proof of these assertionib will be found in the papeiB 
to which so large a reference has already been made. 

In the course of the last year. Earl Camden addressed 
letters to the governors of the different Islands, requiring 
answers to certain questions respecting the number of 
sljxves in the Islands, the number of Negroes impOrWd 
and exported, and respecting also the manner in which 
the different clauses of the acts for the protection of 
slaves had been executed. 

To these enquiries no answer appears as yet to have 
been returned by the governors, either of Jamaica or 
the Bahama Islands. From S$. Vincent, AntiguQy and 
Grenada, answers have been promised ; but have not yet 
arrived. Now it is worthy of remark, that had the dif- 
ferent Slave Acts of these Islands been complied with, 
no difficulty could have arisen in making the desired re- 
turns, because nothing more would have been requisite, 
except ordering a copy of the public records^ The 
cause of the delay that has takeii place, in the case of 
the Islands which had been mentioned, will, perhaps, be 
best explained by the communications made to Earl 
Camden by Governor Pi-ovost, the Governor of Dem- 
nica. He states, perhaps truly, ^^ that the legislature of 
the Island of Dominica is distinguished by laws it has 
passed for the encouragement of slaves ;" but he adds, 
*^ 1 am sorry I cannot say that they arc as religiously en- 
forced as you could zmh ; however, the treatment of the 
'Negroes depends less on the temper of the master, whose 
interest in his slaves Trell-being is not always a sufficient 
check f* a proposition which directly contradicts the cla- 
BQorous assertions of the West Indian body. 

In a subsequent letter dated the 17th of January, 1805, 
Governor Provost thus writes. '' The act cf jbc legisU- 
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ture^ intitled, ' An Act for the Eocomagenty Protectioo, 
and better GovemmeDt of Slaves,' appears to have betm 
conndcredffrom the day it was passed until this kour, as 
A POLITICAL MEASURE^ to avcrt the interfertstce of the 
mother coumtrt^ in the management of slaves. Having 
said this, your Lordship will not be surprised to learn 
the seventh clatise of that bill has been wholly neglected." 
* Here we have honestly di3closed to us the true cause of 
the enactment of those Slave Laws which have gained die 
Colonies so much credit for humani^ with the mother 
country, as well as the true cause of their inefficiency.-^ 
They were enacted to blind the ejres of superficial, bat 
well meaning men in this country, and to furnish a con* 
venient argument to the enemies <^ abolition. They 
have been inefficient, because it never was in the contera* 
plation of those who framed them that they Aould be ex- 
ecuted. It may be Surly questioned, whether a single 
slave in the island of Dominica knew of those protecting 
clauses which were so loudly boasted of in this country. 
The third and fourth clauses of the same act require, 
imder pecuniary penalties, that the slaves should be con- 
vaied every. Sunday for divine worship, and that they 
should be exhorted to be baptized, and when of mature 
age to form christian marriages : and the reason assign* 
*ed for the enactment is, that '' a knowledge of the doc- 
trines, and a due attention to the exercise of the duties, 
of the christian religion, would tend to improve the mo- 
rals, and to advance the temporal and eternal happiness 
of the slaves." The reader, however, will see what an 
impious mockery all this parade of legislation has been, 
wl;ien he learns from Governor Provost that these claus- 
es ^* are not carried into effect," and that no penalties 
have been levied for non-compliance with their provisi- 
ons. The Rev. John Audain, rector of St. George's^ 
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.Ao8. writes oE the subject.. '^ A very few evea of the 
iree-'coloured people marry ; — ^nd not one flave since I 
have been here. Whj they do not^ I readily conceive, 
^particularly the slaves. Their owners do not ejAort them 
to it J* Yet the law requites the bwners to exhort tbem 
to it^ and though it is notorious that that law has, in no 
doe instance, been ik)mplied with, it is equidly notori- 
ous ibaA its infraction has, in no one instanoe> been 
punished by enforcing the penalty. 
^ These facts sufficiently demonstrate, that the laws ftr 
iht protection of the slaves are perfectly nugatory, and 
io, in no degree, .tend to aUeviate ^ ligonra of tbejr 
unhappy condition ; xht to. place them on a .better footing 
as to '^ protecUon" in the other islanda than ^t oi^ 
vbich they stand even in Earbadou. 

Sixteen years have now passed since the Sl^yeTra^ 
•question was first js^tated.in this <ionntry> and since 
West Indians have been holding out pr qjnises of amelior 
rating the condition of thqr slaves^ OQieBe psaoyses it 
appears^ have proved altogether deluatve, and »> they 
will continue, until Parliament. shall abolish the Saipe 
Trade, ami thus obUge West Indians to Tcfopa th<eicl:i^T 
rid system. 
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IHE leth W. L Segiamt ^ve die Gaptoia for the 
day to-morrov. 

Tbe-Ho^i^taLGiiard wiU cMisist of ooe Serjeaot, Qoe 
Corporal, and six Privates, nntU farther orders; the 
Sentry will be withdrawn from the house that was lately 
the Commissar/s Store^ and now occupied by Cdooel 
FuUarton. 
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On the firing an alarm (three gans from the Sea Fort), 
the Troops will immediately form in their respective 
Alarm-posts, in open column, of subdivisions, with the 
right in front; the Picquets will immediately assemble 
in front of the Brigadier-GeneraTs quarter);^, with twenty- 
four rounds of ammunition, on the Captain of the day. 

A Subaltern Officer of each Regiment will attend for 
Orders; the 37th will apply to the Ordnance Store- 
keeper for ball-cartridges, to complete the effective num- 
ber of twenty-four rounds per man, but will not issue 
them except in case of alarm. 

. The Regiments in town> thfe 9tb and 12th W. T. will 
send in Returns to the Store-keeper, of the number of 
ball cartridges they may respectively want to complete 
them to the Same number; and the Ordance Store- 
keeper will, as soon as be. gets the Returns from the 
above Regiments, and from the different Militia Corps, 
have them packed up in separate boxes, marked with 
the name of the Regiment in, chalk, ready to deliver on 
an alarm.: The Quarter-masters of those Regiments, on 
such' an ev^it, will attend, -with sufficient number of 
men^at the place to be appointed by the Ordnance Store- 
keeper, to transmit the ammunition immediately to the 
Alarm-posts. 

CaptainTprevost,* commanding the Royal Artillery, 
will have two field-pieces in readiness^ to join the Pic** 
quets, whenever they are called out. The Alarm-post 
tof the 37th Regiment is in the square at Orange-Grove 
Barracks; of the 9th W. I. Regiment,, in front of the 
Hospital ; and of the 12th W. L in froait of the Picquet 
Barracks. 
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JiUitia Orders, 28^A April, 1803, PoH of Spain, 
Trinidad. 

MILmA ORDEltS. 

Alarm: Hiree gaosfVom the Sea Fort!!! 

On tl^ firing of an Alann, the Trinidad Light Cavali^ 
will assemble on the square opposite the Brigadier 
General's Quarters, and form on die right of the Pic- 
qoels. 

The other Corps of Ifilitia will assemble on their res- 
pective Alarm-posts. 
' The Colonial Artillery, opposite the Old Arsenal. 

The first battalion Royal Trinidad Militia, on the Es- 
planade opposite the Wharf; i 

The 1st Loyal Trinidad Militia in Bmnswick-square, 
opposite the Church : the whole in open column, of sub- 
divisions, with the right in front. 

Captain Prevost, commanding Royal Artillery, will 
assign to the Colonial Artillery four four-pounders, with 
the uecessary proportion of ammunition. 

The other Corps will send in to the Ordnance Store- 
keeper Returns of their effective numbers, in order that 
twenty-four rounds per man may be packed up in port- 
able boxes, ready to be delivered out at a moment's 
warning ; and on the Alarm firing, the Quarter-master of 
these Corps will attend at the Ordnance Store-keeper^s 
with the number of men necessary to transport the am- 
rnunition necessary to the Alarm-posts. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Artificial objects, or to matters Ecclesiastical, Civil, 
jyTiIitary, CQmmercial, &c. including Elucidations of 
the most important topics relative Xo Religion, Morals, 
Manners, and the Economy of Life. Together with 8i 
description of the Countries, Cities, principal Mountains, 
Seas, Rivers, &c. throughout the World ; a General 
History, Ancient and Modern, of the differ^i|t Enripires:^ 
Kingd6ins and States ; and an account of the IMes of 
the most Eminent Persons in every Nation^ from the 
earliest ages down to the present time. 

Fourth Edition, greatly improved. 
Volumes L IL and lit. are already published, price 
ll. 10s. each, printed on fine paper, with new plates;, 
and a part, or half volume, will be regularly published 
every six week^, at 15s, each, till completed. 

2. The LIFE and PONTIFICATE of LEO the 
TENTH, Four volumes quarto; by W. Roscoe:— 
Price Six Guineas small paper — Ten Guineas large do, 

3. The ANNALS of COMMERCE, MANUFAC- 
TURES, FISFIERIES, and NAVIGATION, with 
brief notices of the Arts and Sciences connected with 
them ; Four vols, ro^al 4to. Price 81.' 8s. in boards. 

4. TRAVELS to discover the SOURCE of the 
NILE, in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, 1772, and 
1773 ; — by James Bruce, Esq. F. R. S. The second 
edition, corrected and enlarged. To which is prefixed 
a Life of the Authbr ; Eight vols. 8vo; Price 4l. i6si 
boards, or on royal paper, price 7l. 7s. 
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